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LES N T 


Guion di Procida being ſurprixed with @ young Lady with 
whom be was in Love, was tied to a Stake to be burnt ; 


but after wards being k nown by the Admiral of Sicily, 
be was. pardoned, and married bis Miſtreſs. 


— 


Arin Bolgaro, an eminent Gentleman of 1/- 
cbia, a {mall Iſland near Naples, had a very 
beautiful Daughter whoſe name was Refitu- 

X ts; with whom a young Gentleman named 

euion, a Native of Procida another neighbouring Iſland, 
vas paſſionately in Love. The fair Lady received his 

Paſſion with a reciprocal tenderneſs. This Gentleman 
Nuled to go often to 1/chis both by day and night, and 

ſometimes would ſwim thither when he could not get a 
Boat, that he might at leaſt ſee the Houſe where his 
Eco B | _ Miltrels 


2  _, Boccace's Novels. 
Miſtreſs dwelt, though he could not ſee her. During 
the time of theſe Amours, this fair Lady had a mind one 
evening to go to the Sea fide, and ſeeing no body near 
her, ſhe went from Rock to Rock with a Knife in her 
Hand to open Oiſters. Betwixt the Rocks there was a 


curious freſh Spring very convenient, being very pri- 
vate, where ſome young Siciliant newly arrived from 


Naples had come to refreſh themſelves.,” Theſe Sparks | 
| ſeeing her, who did not yet perceive them, being very il 
much taken with her, reſolved to carry her off. She 


_ cried out for help, but to no purpoſe, for they ſoon put 
her on board. When they came to Calabria; every one 
ſtrove to have her for himſelf, and at laſt the Conteſt 

came to that height, that for fear of breaking friendſhip 
amongſt themſelves, they agreed to make a Preſent 
of her to Frederick King of Sicily, a young Prince and 
a paſſionate admirer of Beauty; which they did as ſoon 
as they arrived at Patermo,” The King ſeeing that 
e was very handſom, received the Preſent with abun- 
dance of joy; but being then indiſpoſed, ſent her toa 
fine Houſe called La Cuba, which was in one of hi 
Gardens, and ordered that ſhe ſhould be treated there 
very genteelly till he recovered. The loſs of Reftitu 
made a great noiſe all over ſebia, but no body could tell 
who they were that had taken her away. Guion who 
ſoon heard this ill News, preſently got ready a Veſſel, 
and failed immediately from Minerva to Scalea in Cala- 
bris in ſearch of his Miſtreſs. At Scales he under. 
ſtood that ſhe was carried to Palermo, and ſo he ſet Sail] 
for that Port. There he was told that ſhe was made a 
Preſent to the King, and was at his Houſe called L. 
Cuba. This News was extreamly afflicting to him, and 
made him quite deſpair of ever ſeeing her again, but at 
laſt he reſolved to wait if Fortune vrould be propr 
tious to him, and ſo ſent back his Veſſel, intending to 
| Ray at Palermo. Being: quite . Stranger there be 
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bi. | walked boldiy about, ſometimes one way, ſometime 
. - aahother;; One day as he went by Lacuna he ew 


28 
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Miſtreſs at the Window, who eſpied him alſo at the 
{am6 time, to the inexpreffible joy of them both. The 
Spark conſidering that the place was ſolitary, came as 
near to her as he could poſſibly, and got high enough to 
hear and be heard. The Lady without ſpending time in 
unprofitable Converſation, tells him how he might 
come to her, and then bids him retire. He remembred 
the ſituation of the place, and when it was dark he 
climbs over the Garden-walls, which feemed almoſt. 
impoſſible; and being got in, he ſound a Yard of an 
old Ship, which he ſer up againſt the Window, by the 


help of which he got up very _ The fair Lady - 


who was reſolved to deny him nothing, had left her 
Window open, ſo he got in preſently, and went to 
Bed to her. Then ſhe gave him ample aſſurances of 
the Affection ſhe had for him, and begs of him to find 
out ſome expedient to get her out of that place. He 
told her that he deſired nothing more, and that he 
would contrive ſome way to do it the next time he 

came to ſee her. Whatſoever tranſporting Pleaſures 
theſe two Lovers had, their enjoyment was ſo ſweet 
that they inſenfibly fell a ſleep in each others Arms, 
not dreaming of any | misfortune. The King who 
was charmed with Reffituta's Beauty the firſt time 
he ſaw her, finding himſelf pretty well recovered wene 
the ſame night, attended by a very few perſons to Ls 
Cuba to ſee this fair Lady. As ſoon as he came thither 


he goes directly to her Chamber door and opens it very 


eaſily, and was wonderfully ſurpriſed to ſee her ſleep- 
ing in a Man's Arms. Fire flaſh'd out at his Eyes, and 
he was about to have ſtabbed them both together with- 


out ſpeaking one word, but conſidering that it was be- 
neath not only a King, but alſo a private Gentleman 


to kill two perſons naked and afleep, he moderated his 
reſentment, and reſolved to have them both burnt. He 
ſent for one of his Gentlemen that lived at Palermo, 


and asked what he thought of this wretched Creature 
on whom he had placed A and the bold 


Villain 


„ 
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Villain that had impudently abuſed him. The Gentle. 
man ſaid nothing at; all about the Lady, but told the 
King that he did not remember that he had ever ſeen 
the Man. Then the King ordered theſe two poor unfor- 
tunate Lovers to be ſeized and carried to Palermo tied 
and bound naked' as they were, with orders to tye 


| 

| 

them back to back ta a Stake, where they were to be | 
expoſed to publick view for nine hours, and afterwards { 
to be burnt alive. What horror arid conſternation do ; 
vou think they were in, when they came to the place of 
Execution? The whole City of Palermo ran to ſee this 

| fad SpeRacle, and every one talked according as their : 
inclinations led them. The Men they were intent in ; 
viewing Reſtituta, and finding her to be very beautiful, 8 
thought ſhe deſerved a better Deſtiny. The Women { 
talked much after the ſame rate concerning Guion; but } 
the poor unfortunate Lovers hung down their Heads for | 
ſhame, lamenting their ſad condition, thinking on the J 
cruel puniſhment they were to ſuffer. During this time y 
Ruggieri del Oria, Admiral of Sicily, a very brave Man, 0 
hearing of this matter, had the Curioſity to ſee theſe | 
two miſerable creatures. Looking on Reſtauta he ſaw 4 
that ſhe was a compleat Beauty; and then looking on 5 


Guion he preſently called him to mind, and going up to 
him asked him if he were not Guion de Procida. At pre- 4 
ſent I am ſo (ſays he) but I ſhall not be ſo long. Then . 
the Admiral asked him what Crime it was he was con- þ 
demned to ſuffer for? he anſwer'd, Love and the-King's 12 
diſpleaſure. Then the Admiral required a more par- 1 
ticular account, and being informed as much as he de- 105 
ſired, was about to go away, and Guion called him back, 2 
and deſired him to beg one favour for him from the 
King. What is that, replies the Admiral? Says Guion, 
That we may be turned Face to Face, for in regard I 
have not long to live, I ſhall die with a great deal more 
ſatisfaction if the King will grant my requeſt. The 
Admiral ſmiled and ſaid I will do what you deſire, and 
perhaps you may obtain the liberty to ſee your Miſtreſs 


ſo 


ſo much that you may be tired with it. Then he com- 
manded the Officers that attended to defer the Rwy 
tion till further Orders. Although he found the King 


very angry; yet he was not afraid to ſpeak his mind to 
him, and asked him what thoſe two perſons that he had 


condemned to be burnt, had done to him. The King 
told him. Then the Admiral ſaid, that the Fault did 
deſerve the Puniſhment, and that he would have had 
nothing to ſay if any body beſides his Majeſty had in- 
flicted it: and that as Faults deſerve Pumiſhments, ſo 
good Actions deſerve to be rewarded. Does your Ma- 
jeſty, continues: he, know who they are you have or- 
dered to be burnt? Give me leave to telF you, Great 
Sir, It is a very great fault for Princes to be thus tran- 
ſported with Paſſion. The young Man is Son to Ln 
di Procida, only Brother to Gian di Procida; who ſet 
you upon the Throne: the young Woman is Daughter 
to Marin Bolgaro, who ſupports your Honour and Dig- 
nity in the Iſle of Iſebia; theſe two young perſons 
have been in Love one with another for a long time, 
and have not becn guilty of any thing but Love, and 
that not with a deſign tooffend your Majeſty, ſo that 
you ought to ſhew them reſpect, and make them Preſents 
inſtead of putting them to death. The King took his 
Advice, and thanked him for that genteel freedom uſed 
in ſpeaking to him, and bid him order matters as he 
had ſaid. It is the greateſt misfortune of Princes to 
have a great many Flatterers, and few faithful Friends. 
The King being perſuaded that what the Admiral had 
told him was true, was ſorry for his Raſhneſs. He 


ſent for the two Lovers to be brought before him. and 
after he remembred them, he reſolved to repair the In- 


jury he had done them, by Honours and Preſents, He 
gave orders for habiting them according to their Qua- 
lity, and then had them married, gave them noble Pre- 
ſents, and ſent them home, where they were received 
with extraordinary joy, and were beloved and careſſed 


by all there, as well as by one another. 
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Theodoro Falling in Love with bis Maſters Davghter, 


get. ber with Child, and is condemned to be hanged. Hu 
| Father diſcovers bim as be was carrying to Execution, 
| procures hi liberty, and Marries bim to bus Miſtreſs, 


IN the times of William King of Sicily there was in 
| that Country a Gentleman called Me er Amerigo 
Abbot of Trapani, who amongſt other of the Goods 
of Fortune was bleſſed with a numerous Otspring, and 
upon that account had occaſion for a great many Ser- 
vants. Some Genoueſe Pirates returning from the 
Levant with a great many Children that they had taken 
off che Coaſt of Armenia, Meſſer Amerigo bought ſome 
of them, thinking they had been Turks, There was 

one that proved more genteel than all the reft, whom 
they called Tbeodoro. Although he was in the condi- 
tion of a Slave, yet on account of his ingenuous Coun- 
tenance, he was Educated with his own Children. As 
he grew up, ſo his parts began to be more conſpicuous, 
and there were ſeveral noble Inclinations obſervable in 
him, which are ſeldom ſeen in Slaves: In that he 


pleaſed Amerigo fo very well that he made him Free 


and baptized him, calling him Pedro, and intruſted him 
with the management of all his Affairs. Meſſer Amerigo 
had a Daughter much about the ſame Age, whoſ: 
name was Violenta, who grew a very great Boney 
This young Lady growing up, and finding her Father 
took no care to provide her an Husband, fell in Love 
with Pedro. Although her Love was founded upon the 
great Accompliſhments which ſhe admired in him, yet 
ſhe durſt not diſcover her Paſſion to him. Pedro for 


His part was under the ſame Circumſtances: he loved 


the Lady and durſt not only not tell her, but was . 
Was 7 * 5 88 me > 7 SA. PP FSFE IF» el at 


t 
c 
; 
Y 
0 
C 
c 
t 
t 
| 
Y 
0 
4 
( 
y 
g 
f 
t 
f 
a 
M 
d 


NO YE L XLVI 5 
that ſhe would perceive it, notwithſtanding all the care 
he took co conceal it. It was not long before they both 
diſcovered the mutual Inclinations they had one for a- 
nother, and the occaſion they took to conceal them 
was very troubleſome to them. Whilft they were e- 
qually conſuming in unprofitable ſighs, Love took pity 
of his Martyrs and gave them an opportunity of diſ- 
cloſing themſelves. Amerigo had a very fine Coun» 
try-Houſe about half a League off Trapani, where 
the Family were uſed to go often for their Diverſion. 
His Wife had a mind to go and ſpend ſome time there 


| with her Children and Pedro. One day the Sky being 


all ona ſudden, which portended bad weather, 
Lady not being willing to be ſhut up in ths 


over Ca 
and the 
W 


ntry, made all the haſt ſhe could to get to Town 
hile the weather was fair, The Lovers were young 
and light, and perhaps more excited by Love, than 


fear of the bad weather, walked a great deal faſter tan 


the reſt. As ſoon as they were got out of ſight, after 
ſome horrible Claps of thunder, there followed ſo great 
a Storm of Hail that the Mother and thoſe with her 
were forced to take ſhelter in a Peaſants Houſe. Pe- 
dio and Violemta could get no better a place than an old 
ruined Hovel ready to fall down, in which they could 
not ſtand upright. Being crowded cloſe together here 
for want of room, this nearneſs much affected their 
amorous Souls, and gave them an opportunity to diſco- 
ver their minds. Then ſays Pedro, I am extreamly ob- 


liged to this Hail, I wiſh it would continue for ever, 


then I ſhould have the happineſs of enjoying your 


Company always. The Lady, bluſhing, anſwered that 


ihe wiſhed the very ſame. Then they joyned _— | | 


| embraced and kifled each other, and at laſt enjoy 


the utmoſt- pleaſures of Love, to comfort themſelves 
under the bad weather. They conſulted how to or- 
der matters to meet again; and the Hail being over 
they proceed on in their way. They ſtaid for the Mo» 
ther at the entrance into the City, and went all home 

| B 4 together, 
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being fo credulous as his Wife, immediately anſwers it 


together. Theſe Lovers being ſo well pleaſed with 
what paſſed in the Hovel, and having provided for 


other meetings for the future, often after enjoyed the 
' ſame Pleaſures. But at laſt there happened an unfor- 
tunate Accident that diſturbed their Diverſions ; the 
Lady'proved with Child, the common conſequence of 


thoſe fort of Exerciſes, and did all the could to deſtroy 
it, but to no purpoſe. Pedro ſeeing that his life lay at 
Rake reſolved to run away, and told his Miſtreſs, but 
ne would not admit of it, telling him that ſhe would 
Kill herſelf if he did. Pedro who loved her paſſionately, 


told her that her being with Child would diſcover theit 


intriegues, and that ſhe might hope for Pardon, but for 


him poor Wretch he ſhould fall the only Victim for 


their common Fault. Violenta ſaid that ſhe could not 
always hide her great Belly; but if he would be as 


| ſecret as herſelf no body ſhould ever know that he was 


concerned in it, and that he might depend upon it. 
Upon this account I am willing to ſtay, ſays he, but be 
ſure that you are as good as your word. When Violenta 
could no longer coneeal the Matter ſhe diſcovers it to 
her Mother; and with Tears in her Eyes begs of her 


to forgive her. The Mother was almoſt out of her wits, 


and calls her a thouſand ill names, and- examins her 
who was the Father ? Violenta, who was ſufficiently 
precautioned, had a Lye ready at her Tongues- end, 


which her Mother took for great Truth, and fo ſent 


her to lye in privately at one of their Country- Houſes, 
where ſhe came often to ſee her. At laſt ſhe happened 


do fall in Labour one day when her Mother was there. 
Whilſt her Pains were upon her, her Father happened 


accidentally to come by the Houſe, and hearing her 


cty ont, bolts in briskly, and calling his Wife ask d her 


who it was cried out. The Mother was very much 


| ſurprized to ſee him there, but knowing it was in vain 
to diſſzmble with him, told: him the whole Adventure 


as ſhe had it from her Daughter before; but he not 


was 


c w wr = Rey 


yz impoflible but ſhe muſt know who got it, and that 


rr + 


hm in mind of a Son of his whom the Pirates had 
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be was 8 reſolved to know the truth, or elſe 
ſhe muſt expect no Mercy from his Hands. She did 
all ſhe-could to perſuade her Husband to reſt ſatisfied 
with what ſhe had told him, but he ruſhe into Violenta 
with his Sword in his Hand, who during this diſpute 
was brought to Bed of a Son, and tells her ſhe muſt 
either reſolve to die or declare who was the Fa- 
ther of the Child. The fear of death made her diſco- 
cover all. He vents his Paſſion in ſevere reproaches, 
and could hardly forbear running his Sword through 
her. When he came to Trapani, he had Pedro taken up 
and wrackt till he confeſſed all. Some few days after he 
ms Condemned to be whipt, and afterwards to be 
hanged. Meſſer Amerigo, who deſigned in one day to be 
id of his Daughter, her Gallant, and their Child, called 
one of his Servants, and gave him ſome poyſon'd Wine, 
and a naked Sword, and ordered him to carry them to 
Vulenta, and to tell her from him that he gave her li- 
berty to chooſe whether ſhe had rather to die by the 
Sword or Poiſon ; or if ſhe had a mind to die pub- 
lickly. After that he bid him take the Infant and daſh 
its Brains out againſt the Wall, and throw it to be de- 
youred by the Dogs. The Servant who was always 
rery ready to commit Villany, goes preſently about it. 
The day of Pedro's Execution being come, they took 
him out of the Dungeon, and whipt him all the way 
he went to the Gibbet. As he paſſed by a great Inn 
where ſome Noble Armenians lay, whom the King of 
that Country had ſent to Rome to Negotiate an Af- 
fair of great importance with the Pope, they hearing 
that the Malefactor was coming by, went to the Win- 
dow to ſes him. He was naked to the Waſt, and his 
Hands tied behind him. One of them, who was called 
Phineo, a Venerable old Man, and of great Authority, 
lookt very earneſtly upon him, and obſerved that he 
had a natural red ſpot upon his Breaft. This mark put 
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ee 
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ſtolnaway about 9 77 years before. off the Shoar of 
| Lajazzo, of whom he had never yet heard any thing; 
then he began to conſider his Age, and concluded that 


9 0 Son were living, he muſt be much about the 


lame Tears. Theſe cenſiderations which were occa. 
foned by the Mole, made him believe that this might be 
bis Son. He goes to him, and calls him by the name 
of Theodoro. Pedro hearing his name preſently liſts 
his Head. Pbineo made the Officers ſtop r 
Priſoner in the Armevien Tongue of what Country he 
was, and who his Father was. Iam an „ 
he) and my Fathers name is Phinco; I was tranſported 
hither by T do not know who. . Then Phineo was fully 
convinced that is was his own Son, and he and hi 
Companions ran and embraced him amongſt all the 
Officers and Soldiers, and prevail to have the Execu- 
tion deferred till further order. Phiveo knew before, 
by the common Diſcourſe, what his Söns Crime wa, 
He goes to the Governour attended by his Collegues, 
and tells Lim that the Perſon condemned as a Slave 
was his own Son, and he was very ready to make {ati 
faction for the Crime he had committed, by marrying 
the Lady he had got with Child, and concluded by 
praying that the Execution might be reſpited till the 
Lady's mind was known. The Governour being ſur- 
prized that he that had always gone for a Slave was 
the Ambaſſadours Son, was aſhamed of what had been 
done, owned what Phineo had ſaid was very reaſonable, 
and granted what he deſired. He preſently ſent for A. 
fer Amerigo, who was not leſs ſurprized than the Go- 
yernour when he was informed of the Affair. Maler 
Amerigo who knew what orders he had given, and not 
gueſtioning but that they were already put in Executi. 
on, was very much troubled for being ſo quick, and 
immediately ſent another Perſon with all ſpeed to hin 
der their Execution, if it was not too late. The Mei- 
ſenger came very luckily, and found the Servant with 
the Sword in one Hand, and the Poiſon in the pri 
. e preſling 


+ 


2 


4 


countermand, he makes all 0 


moſt pleaſed Man in the world, and went to wait on 
the Ambaſſador. Pbineo, making the | excuſe for 
himſelf that he could, and ſaid that if Theodoro would 


cry his Daughter, he was ready to beſtow her on 
12 Ne be: he excuſes, and told him that he 


mould have his San. marry his Daughter, and thatif he 
refuſed he was willing that the Sentence ſhould be put 
in execution. The two Fathers being thus agreed went 
0 Deadoro, who was not yet recovered from the fears 
of Death, but received ſome ſatisfaction, by having 
found his Father. Then they asked him if he were 
villing-co. Marry Yielews ; and he being ſurprized at 
chis twofold happinels, fo little expected, with. cran- 
ſports which demonſtrated his exceſs of Joy he an- 
ſwers, there was nothing in the world that he | 
more, Then they font to Violenta to know if ſhe 
would accept of Theodoro for an Husband. This Que- 
ſtion inſtead of creating Joy in her, very much angered 
her, looking upon it as a meſſage ſent to inſult over 
her. But when ſhe was told what had happened to 
Tbeodoro, and they aſſured her that they were very ſeri- 
ous in what they propoſed, ſhe was overwhelmed in 
Raptures of Joy, and anſwered, there was nothing 
could be more agreeable to her. All Parties thus be- 
ing pleaſed, the Marriage was Celebrated, The 
Feaſts and rejoycings were put off till Phineo's return, 
who could not defer his Journey to Rome any longer. 
Violentas time of lying in being over, her Beauty be: 
gan to return again, after the Diſcovery of an Adven- 


ture, which in all probability would have been fatal 


to her. She paid her Reſpects and Duty to her Father- 


n- law, who was very well pleaſed with her Beauty and 
hne Mien. After ſome time ſpent in Fe and 


Hirth, 


er n . 
4 0.1 r J k | 
"effing her to chooſe one of them. Violents was de- 


dle haſt to give an ac- 
count-of the ſtate of things: Meſſer Amerigo was the 
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Mirth, Phineo took his Son, Daughter and Grand- 
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| Anaſtaſio being in Love with 4 fair Lady, ſpent a grit 


deal upon her without being able to gain ber Affectim. 
tm, where be ſees 4 young Lady purſued, killed, and 


given to the Hounds to be devoured. Anaſtaſio ſhow, | 


& Cruel Miſtreſs this diſmal Spectacle; who fearing 1 
Be puniſhed after the ſame manner, receives him favour. 
„ SR 
s Compaſſion s a Vertue very commendable in the fair Sex, 
| fo Cruelty # a Vice that is as much to be condemned. 


w 


TIT Vere was formerly at Raveams, an ancient City of 
Romania, a young Gentleman, . whoſe name was 
Anaſtaſio of the Family of the Honeſſi, who upon the death 


of his Father, and an Uncle who left him his Heir, became 


very rich This young Gentleman, whoſe Wealth wasat: 
tended with a great deal of Merit, became paſſionately 
in Love with the Daughter of Meſſer Paolo Traverſario, of 
a more ancient and illuſtrious Family than that of which 
he was deſcended. Being perſuaded that by Treats and 
Preſents he might gain his Miſtreſſes Affections, he o- 
mitted nothing that he thought could oblige her, but 
had the misfortune to ſee his induſtrious Applications 
and Expences equally unſucceſsful, The more he did, 
the more Crue], Hard-hearted and Savage was fhe; 
and what was yet worſe, ſo haughty and diſdainful, 
that it was a ſufficient reaſon for her to refuſe only be- 
cauſe it was he that offered. It went very hard with 4: 
naß aſio to endure ſo much Scorn and Hardſhip 3 but as 
| Lovers generally believe they can never fuffer too much 
for two bright Eyes, ſo he ſpun his Patience to as _ 
tchrea 


he was Often about to lay violent Hands on himſelf; 
ind it is very probable he would have done it, had he 
not thought it would have pleaſed his cruel Miltreſs. 
Then he began to think of requiting her Scorn and 
Contempt in kind, but it was not in his power to do it; 
but on the contrary his Flame increaſed by the Oppo- 
ſtion it met with. His Love and Treats taking no 
efe&; his Friends and Relations told him, that he 
waſted his Body and Eſtate to no purpoſe, and that he 
oughe to try to Cure himſelf by long abſence, and go 
and live in the Country. It was a great while before 
they could prevail upon him, but at laſt he promiſed to 
follow their advice. So making very great preparati- 
ons as if he were either going into France or Spain, he 


x, WI cakes ſome of his Friends and goes to Chiaſſi, which is 
„about a League and an half diſtant from Ravenna. 


There he ſets up Tents, and furniſhed them with all 


oe veceſſaries, and tells his Friends that he would live there. 
His Friends being gone he began to live at a more ex 


| travagant rate than ever, and kept a publick Table for 
al Comets and Goers. One Friday at the beginning 
„of May being without Company, he began to reflect 
7 upon his Miſtreſſes cruelty; and growing very melan- 
r choly, he ordered all his Servants to leave him that he 
night not be interrupted in his Contemplations. In this 


d thoughtful condition he came to the Foreſt or Pines 
before he was aware, and had rambled about a quarter 
of a League without perceiving it, or remembring that it 


being paſt five a Clock it was Dinner time; when on a 
| ſudden he heard a Womans voice making grievous 


Complaints. At this noiſe he lifted up his Head, and 
vas very much ſurprized to ſee himſelf got fo far in the 


| Foreſt, and looking about on each ſide, he ſaw a beau- 
„ ufal young Woman running towards him through the 


Briars ſtark naked, her Hair about her Ears, and her. 


ning after her, moſt miſerably biting her wherever 


| Body all torn and bloody, with two great Maſtifts run- 
| they 


thread as it would poſſibly bear. At laſt being quite tired, 
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they could take hold, which made her give moſt hor 
rible Skrieks: Preſently aftet he ſaw a Gentleman 
mounted on a black Horſe, with a fierce! Cotmtenancy 
and a Javelin in his Hand; who railed bitterly again 
her, and threatned to kill her: This fight preſently ftrook 
Him with Afﬀtoniſhmerit and Admiration. He took pity 
on the poor miſerable Lady, and without any Arms, he 
got che firſt ſtick that he could lay his Hands on, and 
endeavoured to beat the Dogs off her. The Horſeman 
that was ſome diſtance off cried out, Anaſtaſio, do not 
hinder Juſtice being done on chis wicked Creature, 
ſhe has very well deſerved all ſhe ſuffers. Then the 
Dogs took hold on her on each ſide, and threw her on 
the Ground. By this time the Gentleman was come 
up, and immediately diſmounted.” Auaſtaſio goes t 
him and cells him, Sir, I do not know bow you comet 
now me, but I cannot forbear telling you, that it it a%% 
'Ty great piece of Cowardice for & perfon armed as you are u 
Eil a Woman naked and defenceleſi, and to bunt ber likes 
wild Beat. I have no more Weapons then ſhe, but yet! 
will defend ber with the laft drop of my blood. Then 
ſays the Gentleman; I am of the ſame City as you an, 
and I was formerly called Guido Anaſtaſio. Yow wa 
wery young when I loved this Woman more paſſionately tha 
you now do the Daughter of Paolo Traverſari. Sh 
treated me ſo cruelly, and with ſo murb inſolence that | 
Rilled my ſelf with the Favelin you ſer in my Hand, fi 
which I was condemned to eternal puttifhwettt.” She di 
ot ſurvive long to enjoy the pleaſure ſhe' took in my death, 
but died in a few months after, ami was condemned u 
well as me, not ſo much for ber batbarons treatment tv 
Ward me, but for the pleaſnye ſhe took in my miſery, i 
Which ſhe rejoyced as much as if ſhe bad done a good Attin 
Our puniſhments ate, for ber to fly before' me; aud for m 
100 loved ber ſo extremely, to purſue her, equipt' as you ſt 
me. When ſhe falls into my Hands I Kill ber with thi 
Favelin, and takeout ber Heart which'ntither bal Love un 
Pity, and fleſhtheſe Dogs with it, as you Ih fee preſemly TH 


„unt moment it pleaſes the Divine Powers to reſtore her to 
life ag 4in, and ſhe begins to fly 4 freſh, and I 10 follow 
her. Every Friday about ths time I Sacrifice ber here, 
ing and on ot ber days in other places where ſhr bas uſed me ill, 
ook which is to continue as many years as ſhe made me ſuffer 
- Wl months. So do not you pretend to interpoſe to binder the 
Execution of Divine Fuſtice, for it will ſignifie nothing. 
Anaſtaſio was very much terrified, and ſtept back to 
ſee what would be the iſſue. Then the Gentleman 
threw his Javelin at this poor Wretch who with dif- 
mal cries begged for mercy3 and pierced her quite 
through. Then opening her Body with a Knife he 
took out her Heart and Entrails, which he caſt to the 
Dogs, who immediately devoured them. Preſently 
after being reſtored to life, ſhe fell a running, and the 
Dogs at her Heels, the Gentleman remounts, and'pur- 
ſues her with ſuch new fury that Auaſt a ſio ſoon loſt fight 
of them, and retired equally affected with Fear and 
Compaſſion. After he was ſomewhat come to him- 
ſelf, he began to think that this Adventure might prove 
advantageous to him happening every Friday. Then 
he ſent to Ravenna for ſeveral of his Friends and Re- 
lations, and told them that at laſt he was reſolved to 
follow their advice, to give over all thoughts of his 
cruel Miſtreſs, and leave off his expenſive way of 
living 3- but that he had only one favour to beg of them 
before, that they would get Meſſer Paolo Traverſari his 
Wife, Daughter, and as many other of their Relations 
as they could, to come and Dine with him in his Soli- 
tude on the next Friday. Anaftaſio's Friends thinking this 
no difficult matter readily promiſed him. As ſoon as they 
came to Raverma they went about the performance of 
it. Young Ladies being generally very Ceremonious, 
Anaftaſio's Miſtreſs made a great deal of ſcruple at it, 
but her Mother and other Relations over-perſuaded her, 
and made her promiſe to bear them Company. Azsftafls 
made a very magnificent and ſplendid Entertainment, 
and had the Table laid in the very place where he on 
26 ; 1 
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feen .that miſerable fight. He orders things fo that his 
Miſtreſs might fit as nigh as poſſible to the place where | 
the Tragedy would be ated. Towards the end of the 
Entertainment, they began to hear the horrible ndiſe 
of this Infernal Hunting. Every one askt what wasthe 
matter, and no Body could tell, ſo they all got up and Ml Fri 
ſaw the Lady, Dogs, and Horſeman in the mannner 
that was before related. Then they all exclaimed a W 
( 
| 
| 


gainſt the Dogs, and afterwards againſt the Man, 
who telling them what he had told Azaſta/io, made 
them not only retire, but filled them with ſurprize and 
fear; then they ſee him act what he had done the Fi. 
day before. The Ladies who had formerly known the 
Gentleman, and remembred his Amour, and Death, 
which was ſobn followed by that of his cruel Miſtreſs, 
were as much touche with this miſerable Spectacle as 
if they themſelves had been the Subject of it. But 
there was no body fo much affected as Anafafio's hard- 
hearted Miſtreſs This ſeemed to repreſent her Caſe 
too well for her not to know it. New was her Fear {6 
great that it ſurpaſſed all the Cruelties ſhe ever put up- 
bon her Loyer; ſhe fancied herſelf to be flying, and 
that the Dogs were biting her Buttocks. She ſpent the 
night under diſmal apprehenſions, and reſolved for the 
future to ſhew him as much Love and Tenderneſs, as 
before ſhe had Scorn and Indifference; at break of day 
the ſent a Servant privately to him to deſire him to 
come and fee her. When he was come to her, in a 
paſſionate Air ſhe told him that ſhe was ready to do 
whatſoever he pleaſed. He anſwers, that as his Inten- 
tions were always honourable, he would do nothing 
but in the way of Marriage. This anſwer was ſo ob- 
liging that ſhe ſpoke to her Relations herſelf ; who 
very readily conſented to their Marriage, which was ce- 
lebrated ſoon after. This Accident was not only the 
occaſion of this agreeable match, but alſo made al 
the Ladies in Ravenna much more tender than they had 
been formerly, Tae ec bad bas 
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| Hawk, . He chanced to be taken ill, and his Mother 
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NOVEL XLVII 


Frederigo being in Love with a Lady that had no Kindneſs 
for him, ſpent ſo much upon ber, that he became very 
poor. He retires into the Country, having nothing left 
but only one Hawk, which, when. the Lady came to ſee 
bim, be dreſt to enterain her: ben ſhe knew it, ſhe was 
touch d with Tenderneſs and Compaſſion and married bim. 


F Nate was a young Florentine, to whom neither 
Nature nor Fortune had been deficient. He fell 
in Love with a young Lady call'd Madam Giovanna, who 
was eſteem'd the moſt compleat Beauty of her time. 
Frederigo ſpared neither Addreſſes nor Preſents to gain 
her Affections; but the Lady being one of a Noble Soul, 
as well as Beautiful, as little regarded his extravagant 
Expences, as his Perſon. He lived at ſuch a Profuſed 


Rate that in a little ti e had only one {mall Farm left, 


where he retired and lived very meanly upon it, no- 
thing remaining of all his Magnificence but only one 
Hawk, which he very much admired for its excellency. 
Trederigo continued ſtill Amorous, and Madam Giovan- 
ns inflexible, and it happened that her Husband fell 
ill and died. By his laſt Will he left his Son ſole Heir 
to all his Eſtate which was very great, but in cafe he 
died, then to come to his Widdow. In the Summer 
time, Madam Giovanna went to ſpend ſome time in 
the Country, at a Houſe of hers near Frederigos, who 
with his Hawk, every day Sacrificed a great many Par- 
tridges (innocent Victims) to the Severity of Madam 
Giovanna. Frederigos Hawk was very much talked of, 


and as Children have their particular Fancies, ſo 


Madam Giovanna Son was a great Adnurer of Birds, 
and often thought ot what be heard of Frederigos 


Was 
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forget to do any thing that may ſhew what tenderneſs 


refuſed whatever ſhe gave him, and ſaid he would 


24 into a very great Perplexity. She knew how well 
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laſt motherly Affection prevailed on her in oppoſition 


* — — 9 * —— + 1.450 . Y 
2. Y A — £ ” a th 
— - — — 2 7 PL - 
* 8 . — n 
* 5 . 0 * A 8 RO WES? 
. ˙ ˙—ji——— 
* . 7 8 
— — — — 7 FR p WiN Mo 
— Nr — 
1 „ — 3 1 
Nr 1 
439 2 
4 * 5 5 
. 
" 
P 


elſe ? No, Sir, ſays ſhe, I am not miſtaken, we cams 


ner, Madam, replies Frederige, but it ſhall be the bel 
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18  Boccaces Novels, 
was ſo much concerned for him, that ſhe never ſtirred 
from him. And as Mothers in general very ſeldom 


they have for their Children, (a tenderneſs which often 
proves fatal to them) ſo the Lady was always asking 


| him if he had mind for any thing, if he would not have 
this or that to eat, and to divert him, gave him ſome- 


times one play thing, and ſometimes another. The 
Child being always ill, very fretful, and often crying, 


* 


have nothing but Frederigos Hawk. She did all ſhe 
could to divert him, but he would hear of nothing 
but the Hawk, crying and vexing, and faying, he 
mould die if he had it not. This put Madam Giovan 


Frederigo loved it, how much it had coſt him, and 
how little he had got by it. She alſo knew what an 
excellent Hawk it was, and the main thing that he 
had to live upon. Then ſhe began to conſider hoy 
hardly the had uſed him, and that ſhe could not er 
ped, that out of reſpe& to her he would deprive him- 
felf of the only Pleaſure he had now remaining. At 


to Reaſon, and ſhe reſolved to go and beg the Hawk, 
and went the next Morning accompanied with another 
Woman to Frederigo's, who was in his Garden, and ſes 
ing Madam Giovanna coming, could not at firſt be. 
heve his Eyes; but at laſt being ſatisfied it was fhe, 
he went and received her with the utmoſt Expreſſions 
of Joy, and ſays, Pray, Madam, are not you 
miſtaken ? Don't you take my Houte for ſome bodis 


to Dine with you. You'll have but a-very ſorry Din 


that I can procure. Frederigo had always bore his Po- 
verty very patiently, but finding himſelt fo incapablett 
entertain one that he loved fo extreamly, the thought 
thereof very much added to his Affliction, He had 


* 
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| hot one Peny of Mony, nor any thing that he 
could Pawn to raiſe any; ſo that being quite at a ſtand 
how to entertain the Lady. he took his Hawk killed 
it, fricaſſed it and brought it to the Table. The 
Lady ſeem'd very well pleaſed with her ſmall Enter- 
tainment, and appeared to eat with a good Appetite, 
Dinner being over, and they having ſar down and 
talk'd a pretty while, the Lady thought it time to tell 
him the occaſion of her Viſit. Sir, ſays ſhe, I have 
a Favour to beg of you, but it is ſuch a one that 1 
ſhall have no juſt Reaſon to complain, if you do deny 
me. I have been the occaſion of your ſpending a great 
deal of Money, and never yet have made you ahy © 
return, and it is very ungenteel after this to deprive 
you of the only Pleaſure you have remaining in the 
World; for indeed I am come to beg your Hawk: of 
5 My Son is very ſick, and nothing but this will 
atisfie him. If I could but make you underſtand 
What it is to be a Mother, and a tender Mother, you 
would readily forgive the fudeneſs I am now gwlty of. 
Frederigo, you know what it is to be in Love, upon which 
account yott will excuſe me. Oh cruel Fortune! cries 
Frederigo, will you never teaſe to perſecute me? Madam 
whilſt I was capable of making you Pielents you would 
never vouchſafe to accept of any, and now you come to 
ask a thing of me which is impoſlivle for me to give. 
All my Misfortunes hitherto 1 have patiently endured, 
but this laſt is intolerable. I have no Hawk now, 
Madam, I have nothing elſe to give you, fo | freely 
killed him and dreffed him for your Dinner. Would 
to God yo had my Heart inſtead of the Hawk. But 
my hard Fate always puts me out of Capacity of ferving 
you. Have you killed him, Jays the Lady ? Ah Ma- 
dam! ſays he it is too trne, hefe are the Feathers, Tal- 
lons and Beak, but we may get another; a Hawk 
is not ſo ſcarce a thing. Lam vey well ſatisfied, Fre- 
derigo ( ſays ſhe.) and do aſſure you, that yon never 
before gave me lo ſenſible a emonſtration of your 
Eove, and 1 fhall * what you have done = 8 
TD „ 0 
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* 
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me all the Days of my Life, however Providence ſhall 
pleaſe to diſpoſe of my Son. Then ſhe returned him 


thanks and went home. A few days after her Son died, 
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for which ſhe was very much afflicted. After the 
Height of her Sorrow was over, and ſhe had lived ſome 
time without either Husband or Children, her Brothers 
deſired her to marry again, becauſe ſhe was young and 
very rich. She then remembring the Generoſity of 
Frederigo, told her Brothers, that in regard. they would 
have her marry again, ſhe was willing, provided 
that Frederigo was the Man. Her Brotheis laughed 
at her, asking why ſhe made Choice of a Man that 
had nothing. She ſaid ſhe knew that very well, but 
that ſhe loved the Grandeur of Frederigo's.Soul beyond 
all the Riches in the World. They were married in 
great Pomp, and Frederigo ſaw his Wiſhes accom- 
pliſhed, became very rich again, and learnt by his 
former Misfortunes to manage things better for the 
future, and ſo ended his days in eaſe and content. 


* -_— — _ O'S 


Pietro di Vinciolo being gone to Sup with one of bis 


Friends, came home unexpeGedly, and found his Wife's 
Gallant, and yet matters were very well accommodated, 


A Rich Peruſian, whoſe Name was Pietro di Vinciole, 
had a mind to Marry, not fo much that he was 
capable of receiving any great Satisfaction by it, but 
to take off the ill Opinion the World had of him. The 
Woman he married was young, large, ſtrong, Red- 
haired, and in one word, wanted two Husbands ra- 
ther than one. But to her Sorrow, her's thought of 
nothing leſs, than performing the natural Duties of 
Marriage. His Wife at laſt perceived it, and they 
had hard words about it, but to no purpolz. Jour: 
| | | | ore 


fore conſidering that ſuch doings would ruin her 
Health, and never reform her Husband, ſhe ſays to her 
ſell. In regard this ſorry Wretch uſes me at this Rate 
T will find out a way to be even with him, I took 
him for a Husband becauſe I thought he was a Man, 
and that he loved that which other Men love and ought 
tolove. He knew that I was a Woman,and therefore if 
he did not love Women, he ought not to have marrisd 
me. If I had a mind to have renounced the World; 
] would have gone into a Cloiſter ; but in regard T am of 
the World I ought to partake of its Pleaſures. My 
Youth will paſs away in vain hopes, and when I grow 
old I ſhall be troubled that I have ſpent the Prime of 
my Age to no purpoſe. It I ſhonld provide better for 
mylelf, I ſhould be more pardonable than he; for I ſhall 
only offend the Law, whereas he offends both againſt 
Law and Nature. Her head being full of theſe com- 
mendable thoughts, ſhe made her Application to an 
old Woman that went for a very Saint. She was ne- 
ver without her Beads in her Hands, and continually 
attended at all the publick Devotions. You never 


heard her talk of any thing but the Holy Fathers, and 


the Wounds of St. Francis, This young Woman 
took a time to declare her Mind to this Hyppocrite: 
This She-Devil preſently commends her deſign, and 
tells her that Youth is too precious a thing to be fo ill 
imployed: Old age, ſays the, is good for nothing, I 
know this too well by my own Experience. I my lelf 
threw away my youthful Days, and now too late re- 
pent of it. Not but that I have enjoy'd my ſhare:of 
of the Pleaſures of this World, but I am angry with 
my ſelf, that I have let ſlip any opportunity that I 
might have embraced. At preſent I am good for no- 
thing, no body regards me. Things are but tranſi- 


tory, and thoſe that have Diſcretion ought to make 


the beſt of the preſent Time. It is not ſo with Men, 
they are born good” for many thing; 3 and as for the 
Phaſures of Love, the Ojdl ate ſometimes better 92 
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che Young, whereas Women are goed for nothing 
but to bear Children, or to be made uſe of to get them; 
and it is upon that Account that they are Courted, 


We are always ready as you very well know; but the 


Men are not. One Woman 1s ſufficient for a great 
many Men. but ſevere] Men will ſcarce ſatisfie one 
Woman. We have no greater Pleaſure in the whole 
World, and I tell you in one word, that you will do 
well to give your Husband a Rowland tor his Oliver, 
that when you come to be old, your Soul may not 
reproach your Body. Women have nothing in this 


make the beſt Uſe of the preſent time, 
the Decays of Old-age come upon them, when no 


World but that which they enjoy, ſo N 5 
before the 


LY 


Kitchin to look after the Pots and Diſhes, and are 
continually made the Subject of Jelt and Ridicule, and 
ſhall have the Pleaſure to hear them ſay, the beſt Bits 
for the Young, and the Refuſe for the Old. In ſhort, 
Madam, you could never have lit into better Hands, 
There is not the Proudeſt, that wears a Head, but [ 
dare tel] my mind to, nor ſo obſtinate, but I can pre- 
yailupon him, and bring him to anſwer my Expecta: 
tion. Let me only know who it is that beſt pleaſes you, 
and leave the reſt to my Management. The only Favour 
f beg of you is, to remember me when Occaſion 
ſerves, for I am a poor Woman, and if you will be 
but kind to me, I will ferve you wich Induſtry and 
Fidelity, and pray to God to pipſper your Affairs. The 
Lady having deſcribed a young Man to her, that went 
often by their Houſe, and ordered her to ask him i 
he were one that could niake right uſe of a fayoura- 
ble opportunity, gave her a Piece of Salt-meat, and 
diſmiſſed her. In a ſhort time, the old Woman 
brought the Perſon ſhe deſired, and à little while 
After many others, becauſe: the Lad ed variety, 
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Neighbour, whoſe Name was Hercolani, ſhe ordered her 
old Woman to provide her one of the beſt made 
Men in Perugia, which ſhe ſoon did. Theſe Lovers 
were ſcarce ſet down at the Table to Supper, but the 
Husband knocked at the Door, and called to ſome 
body to ap2n it. The Lady being very much ſurprized 
at his ſo unexpected Return, was at a loſs how to con- 
ceal her Gallant; and whether for want of time, or 
that the ſurprize hinder'd her invention;ſhe turned him 
into a ſmall Entry that led to the place where they. Sup- 
ped, put him under a Chickens-Penn, and throws 
ſome old Rags over him. When ſhe had done this, 
and hid her own 2 ſhe preſently opens the 
Door, and ſays, you have Supped very ſoon, my 
Dear. I have not eat one bit, ( ſays he) an unfortu- 
nate Accident happened, which put Hercolaui' s Houſe 
to ſuch a Hurricane that has quite blown away the 
Supper. He, his Wife and my ſelf, were but juſt ſet 
down at Table, but we heard one Sneeze hard by us. 
At firſt none of us minded it ; but we were very much 
ſurprized to hear it five times ſucceſſively. Hercolani 
had been vext with his Wife a little before, for ma- 
king us wait fo long at the Door, and ſo in a great heat, 
asked her who it was that Sneezed ? She pretended to 
be almoſt choaked, and ſo roſe from the Table and 
went into a little Cloſet that was at the Stairs-foot, 
where it was ſuppoſed the Sneezing was. The Cloſet- 
door being opened, there came out ſuch a Smoak 
of Brimſtone, that it almoſt ſtifled us. We had 
imelc it, as we thought, before, and Hercolaui was very 
angry, but his Wife excuſed it, ſaying, ſhe had burne 
this Brimſtone to dry ſome Cloths, which the ſaid 


| ſhe had hung under the Stairs. The Smoak being al- 


moſt over, Hercolani eſpied him that ſneezed, whom 
the Brimſtone had almoſt Choaked. Hah Wife! ſays 
Hercolani, | ſee now why we ſtaid ſo long at the Door. 
This Action indeed does deſerve a good reward, and 
I ſhould be very unjuſt if I ſhould deny rt. His Wife 
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preſently got away, and is gone we don't know where, Fr 
never tarrying to ſay one word in her own Vindics pl. 
tion. Hercolani not minding what was become of her, e 


bid him that ſncezed come out ot his hole ſeveral times; lai 


but he being almoſt ſuffocated never ſtirred. After Her. 7; 
colani had drawn him out by the heels, he ran to fetch of 


his Sword to run him through the Body. The fear Ml w! 


that I was in, to be concerned in a Murder, made me up 


| Appetite to:Morrcow,' - 


hinder him from killing him, and the Neighbours Ml th 
coming in happily at the Noiſe, convey'd him away [ th: 
don't know where; this was our Supper, which I am glad MW hi 
is well over. Then the Lady perceived that ſhe was nc 
not the only Perſon that deſired others Goods. She ha 
had a great mind to have excuſed Hercolanis Wife, but th 


believed that in blaming another, ſhe might the better as 
conceal her own Faults. She ſaid whata Saint did [ he 
take her for! Who wou'd have thought it of her above y 
all Women? Why I could have almoſt confeſſed my na 
Sins to her. There's is a Rare old Woman to ſet good Ti 
Example for young ones, curſed be the Hour in which th 
ſuch Scandal is brought upon our Sex. Is this her Fi- ou 
delity to a Husband that uſed her ſo well? Such Wo- m 
men as theſe deſerve to be burnt alive without Mercy. co 
After ſhe had talk d a great many things to the ſame w. 
Purpoſe, and remembring that her Gallant was un- yo 
der the Penn, ſhe told her Husband that it was time ot 
to go to Bed. He had more. mind to eat than to th 
fleep, and asked her if there: was nothing left at Sup - th. 
per. We make no great matter of Supper when you to 
are not at home ( fays ſhe) I am not like Hercolanis dif 


Wife, lets go to Bed now, and you'll riſe with the better I he 
This very Evening ſome of Vinciolos Tenants, having I me 
brought ſome things out of the Country, had ſet up C 
their Aſſes without watering: them, in a-ſmall Stable I to. 


juſt over againſt the little Entry where the Gallant lay I gr 


f 


ment  {melling about for 
Wc! | 7 


hid, it happened that one of them-having got looſe, I the 
Water, and che door of the te 
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Fat being unhappily open he got in, and tram- 
t the Penn where the Spark lay all on a heap, 
e trod upon his Fingers, which for his Eaſe he had 
laid out a little too far. The Pain made him cry out. 
Vinciolo heard it and was very much ſurprized, runs out 
of his Chamber to the place where the Noiſe was, 
which ſtill continued becauſe the Aſſes foot was yet 
upon his Finger. Vinciolo lifts up the Penn and finds 
the Bird more afraid of the preſence of the Husband, 
than troubled at the hurt he received. Pietro knew 
him and asked him what he did there. He could ſay 
nothing for himſelf, only begg'd Quarter. You ſhall 
have it (ſays the Husband ) on condition you tell me 
the truth, which he preſently did. The Husband was 
as glad of finding the Gallant, as the Wife was ſorry, ſo 
he took him by the Hand and led him to her Chamber, 
where ſhe was under the greateſt Fear and Conſter- 


nation imaginable. You are only Virtuous with your 


Tongue ſays he to her; did not you juſt now ſay all 
the Women that do as Hercolani's Wife had done, 
ought to be Burnt without Mercy? Have you any. - 
more Honour than the reit of your Sex? How 


| could you ſo readily condemn another for the Crime 


which you are guilty of at the ſame time? Cannot 


If you conceal your own Faults but by arraigning of 
others? His Wife finding that ſhe came off better 


than ſhe' expected, very calmly anſwers, A Perſon 
that love Women no more than you do, ought not 


to be concern'd at what they do. There is great deal of 


difference between Hercolan!s Wife and me. She for 
her part is an old Hypocrite. who is uſed by her Hus- 
band as ſhe ought to be, but it is quite otherwiſe with 
me. Tis true I wanted no common Neceſſaries nor 
Conveniences. But is there nothing elſe that belongs 
to a Woman of my Age? I could diſpence with a 
great many Inconveniences, ſo that I did but enjoy 
the Pleaſures of a married Life. I am as other Women 
are, I haye the ſame Paſſions and Deſires; and do 
Ca „ 99 75 
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you take it ill, if I ſeek for that from others, that] 
cannot have from you? I never hinder you of your 
Diverſion, and do not you abridge me of mine, and 
pray take notice that I do not make my Applicati 
on but to Men of Merit. Her Husband who loved 
Boys better than the Female Sex, and could not en- 
dure to be told his own, ſays he, my Dear, let mat. 
ters reſt hete, you ſhall have Satisfaction. All that! 
deſire of you is ſome ſupper, and J believe this young 
Gentleman has fared no better than my ſelf. ITS 
very true ( ſays ſhe) for we were a going to ſet down 
juſt as you unfortunately knock d at the Door. Pray 
then ( ſays he) let us go to ſupper, and after that we 
will order matters ſo chat you ſhall have no cauls to 
complain. She finding all was like to be well, 
uncovered Supper, and the Husband, Wife and Gab 
lant, all eat with a good Appetite. I cannot pre- 
tend to tell you what the Husband and Wife did 
afterwards, but it was ſaid the next day in Perugia, that 
the Husband ſpent the Night as agreeably as his Wife. 
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| Ricciardo, ſurnamed The Magnifico, gave 4 Horſe to 

Signior Franceſco Vergelleſi, on Condition that he 
night ſpeak to his Wife, who making no Anſwer, 
| Ricciardo anſwered for ber, which had the Effect be 
defired. „ | 


\Ome Perſons -onceit that becauſe they know a great 
deal, others know nothing. A great many give 
others an Opportunity of impoſing upon them, by fan- 
cying themſelve: to be very cunning, There is nothing 


more imprudent than to try the utmoſt of the Abilities | 


of others, when there is no Occaſion for it. Here it 
an Example to convince thoſe that are of the contrary 
_——_ ry "There 
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There was formerly in Piſtoia, near the City of 
Florence ; a Knight whoſe name was Franceſco Vergelleſi, 
1very rich and underſtanding Man, but extream cove- 
tous. He being choſen Podeſtate of Milan, had made 
great Preparations to go and take Poſſeſſion of his new 
Dignity; and in regard he intended to do it in great 
State, ſo he had Occaſion for a very fine Horſe, but did 
not know where to have ir. There lived then in the 
fame place one Ricciardo, a Perſon of mean Extract, but 
very rich. He lived ſo high and went fo richly dreſſed, 
that they called him The Magni co. He had long been 
an Admirer of Franciſco's Lady, who was very beauti- 
ful, but her Virtue being equal to her Beauty, all his in- 
duſtrious Applications produced nothing. Ricciardo had 
the fineſt Horſe in all Taſcany, which he very_much 
loved and valued. Every body almoſt knew of the 
rgat Kindneſs he had for Franceſcos Wife, and ſome of. 
f Friends told him upon that account, if he did but ask 
Ricciardo for the Horſe, he would make him a Preſent 
of it, Franceſco who was nuſerably covetous, ſent to 
jones to buy his Horſe of him, hoping, as he was in- 
ormed, that he would give him it. Ricciardo under- 


| ſtood his Deſign and ſent him Word that his Horſe 


was not tobe ſold, but that he would freely preſent him 
with it, on Condition, that he would permit him ta 
ſpeak with his Lady, in his preſence; but at ſuch a 
Diſtance, that no body but ſhe could hear him. Fran- 
ceſco thinking to bubble him, immediately agreed to it. 
$0 Franceſco goes to his Wife, tells her the whole matter. 
She was not atall pleaſed with the Bargain, but at her 
Hu:band's Deſire ſhe goes to hear what The Magnifico 
ad to ſay, to whom ſhe was ordered to return no An- 


ſwer. Ricciardo being very near the fair Lady at one 
end of the Room which was very large, and her Hus- 
band at the other; he confirms the Bargain he had made 
with her Husband, and thus addreſſes himſelf to her; 
Lou are too ſagacious, Madam, not to perceive that yaur 
Peauty, which ſurpatſes all others, has made me your 


Slave 
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# Slave and Vaſſal. I will paſs by in Silence the rare En: 
dowments of your mind, capable of charming all thoſe 
who poſſeſs any Greatneſs of Soul. It will be unneceſſi. 
ry to tell yon, that never any Paſſion was equal to ming, 

and that you may diſpoſe of me, as of one that is intire- 
Ty devoted to your Service. I ſhould be more ambitious, 

Madam, to execute your Orders, than to govern the 
Univerſe. Therefore in regard I am yours, and that it 
15 you that muſt determin my Happineſs or Miſery, it 
is you I hambly intreat that ſome Tenderneſs may ſuc. 

ceed after fo great Cruelty. I have ſuffered a long 
time, therefore take ſome Pity of a poor Wretch, who 
defires Life on no other Account but only to love 
you. Let me have reaſon to ſay, that as your Beauty 
firſt inſpired me with Love, ſo your Pity has given me 
Life. Would you, Madam, be the Murdereſs of that 
Man, who beyond all the reſt of his Sex moſt paſſio- 
nately loves you? Beſides my Death will not at all re- 
dound to your Honour, and I am almoſt aſſured that 
you never thought of my miſerable Condition without 
Remorſe. It is true, Madam, you may repent, but 
that will not bring me to Life again. Take Pity of me 
then, Dear Lady, and repent of your Cruelty, whilſt 
you may preſerve me. Do I deſerve Death, Madam, 
becauſe I love you? Speak then, 1am ready to receive 
my fatal Sentence. 5 l 
Thbeſe words ſpoken in a languiſhing Tone, and ac- 
companied with deep Sighs, toucht the Heart, that, till 
chen, was inacceſſible. The Lady, from that Minute, 
felt the Paſſions of Love, with all its Agreeableneſs, as 
far as Imagination could repreſent it. And becauſe the 
was Silent to obey her Husband's Command, the tender 
* Sighs ſhe ſent forth gave The Magnifico to underſtand 
"what anſwer ſhe would have made, had'ſhe Liberty of 
Speaking. He, not apprehending the Reaſon of her 
Silence, was extreamly ſurprized, yet her Glances and 
Sighs made him diſcover the Trick, and preſently 
thought it would be much to his Purpoſe to my 
— * wers 
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En: gers for her, himſelf: Then ſays he, I have better 
hole M Demonſtrations, now than ever, dear Magnifico, of the 
fa Mie Love you bear me, to which Iwill make a ſutable 
ine, Return. If at any time I have ſeemed to be cruel to 


you, my Eyes and Sighs might make you ſenſible that 


ous, I was not the Fault of my Heart. I love you beyond 
the al Mankind, but Confinement and the Love of Re- 
t it N putation have obliged me to ſhew the quite contrary, I 
it ¶ hope e'er long to give you ſufficient Proof of my Affecti- 
uc. Mon in Retaliation of your Love. I bid you to live in 
ne Hopes. My Husband goes ſpeedily for Milan, as vou 
ho very well know; and you have given him your fine 
we WE Horſe out of Love to me, and I think my felt obliged 


to tecompence you: depend on my word. When you 
ſee two Handkerchieſs at my Chamber Window which 
looks into the Garden, be ſure you come; I will be 
10» there in the Dusk of the Evening. Come into the Gar- 
re- ¶ den ſo that no body ſee you. You'll find me ready to 
it ¶ receive and conduct you to a convenient Place, where 
ut will entertain you fo, that you ſhall have no Reaſon 
ut to complain. The Magnifico having framed this Anſwer 
ne Bf for the Lady, thought it neceſſary to return his Thanks. 
it Madam (ſays he) your Anſwer has fo tranſported me; 
n, that I am not capable to utter my grateful Acknowledg- 
e ment; but when joy ſhail give me leave to ſpeak, my 
whole Life ſhall be continually imploy'd in declaring 
c- my Obligations to you. Aſſure your felt Madam, 
ill chat I will do all that is in my power to ferve you; but 
e, Iwill be particularly punctual in obeying thoſe Orders 
as you have now given me. Still ſhe anſwered never a 
e word. Then The Magnificogot up, and Franceſcocomes 
er up to him, and ſays, Sir, have not I kept my Word ? 
d No, ſays Mazn:fico, you promiſed that I ſhould ſpeak to 
f Ml your Wife, and I have been talking all this while to a 
r fine Statue. I have asked a thing of you which | have 
d had no Benefit of. You have bought my Horſe, and I 
y have not fold him. If I had given him you gratis you 
lad been obliged to me for it; but it is yours, * 
ww wi 
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Magniſico? I am here by my ſelf, and when my Con- 
duct comes to be examined, it will be eſteeme 


. 
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will go and ſend him to you. Franceſco was very much 


pleaſed with this Diſcourſe, and began to be mighty 


prepoſſeſſed in favour of his Wife's Wiſdom He wantel 
nothing before but a fine Horſe, ſo as ſoon as The Magnify 
ſent his, he immediately ſets out for Milan. The Lady 
being now at liberty, and ſeeing The Magnifico every 
day paſſing backwards and forwards before her door, 


ſays in herſelf, What makes me throw away my Youth 


thus? My Husband is at Milan, where he muſt ſay fy 


months. He will not be able to pay me all my Arrear, 


And beſides, when ſhall I find ſuch a Lover as Th 


more 
eligib:s, to enjoy and repent, than not enjoy and repent 
that I have not. So conſulting no body but her own 
ſelf, ſhe preſently put the two Handkerchiefs in the 
Window, The Magnifico having ſeen them, was imp: 
tient till night was come; then he went to che Garden 


Door which he found open. At the end of the Garden 


there was a Door that went into the Houſe, where the 
Lady waited for him; who received him with all the 
expreſſions of Love and Affection. After a thouſand 
Kiſſes and Embraces, ſhe carried him to her Chamber, 


where they were not long betore they went to Bed, 


where they enjoy'd the moſt exquiſite Delights of Love, 
which they often repeated to their mutual ſatisfaction. 


better. 
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A Gentleman offered a Lady to let ber ride behind bim, and 


promiſed to tell ber a pleaſant Story on the way; bat be 
telling it very ill, ſhe defired to be [et down that ſhe might 
wa 


OT long ſince, there lived in Florence a Lady 
called Oretta, the wife of Geri Spina, a woman 
Beauty and noble Accompliſhments. She being one 
day in the Country in Company with ſome other Ladies 
and Gentlemen, whom ſhe had entertained the day be- 
fore; having neither Horſe nor Coach, and the way 
being long, one of the Gentlemen on Horſeback, offers 
ed to take her up behind him, promiſing to divert her, 


by telling her a very entertaining Story. The Lady very 


gladly accepts of his proffer. The Gentleman, who 
wore his ſword as ill as he told a Story, ſpoiled a good one 


with abrupt Expreſſions and Tautologies, ſometimes: 


being out and beginning again, and then recolle&ing 
would correct himſelf. He often confounded the 
Names one with another, his expreſſions were mean, 
and never was Story ſo murdered. There was neither 
jſtneſs in his Characters, nor delicacy in his Actions. 


| Madam Oretta was in great pain, to hear a Story ſo man- 


d, that would have been very pleaſant from the 
outh of a facetious Perſon ; and finding that he 
dlundred more and more, ſeeing no hopes of his making 
any better of it, could no longer endure it, but defired 
to be ſet down, ſaying, the horſe trotted too hard. The 
Gentleman, whoſe apprehenſion, perhaps, was better 


than his Elocution, perceived the Jeſt, turned it off very 
pleaſantly leaving the Story that he had been ſo much 
out in, and told ſome others in which he ſucceeded 
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NOVEL III. 


A Baker, by an ingenious Anſwer, informed Meſſer Geri 
Spina of the Unreaſonableneſs of what be aiked, 


'T Ature ſeems ſometimes very Fantaſtical in her di. 
| ſpenſing things, and, as well as Fortune, often Wiki 
places a brave Soul in a mean Carcaſs; Fortunes gi 

ſometimes condemns the greateſt Souls to Mechanick be, 
Trades. vet Nature is wiſe, and Fortune is very 
clear-Gghted, though Fools repreſent her Blind. They 
only act like. thole Men that hid their Treaſurein IM the 
the worſt places in the Houſe, the better to ſecure Ml fe 
them, and keep them with leſs Care. __ 7. 

- Meſſer Geri Spina, who was mentioned in the laſt Novel f 
was in great eſteem with Pope Boniface: This Pope WM can 
having ſome Affairs to tranſa& with the Republick MW Ar 
of Florence, ſent his Miniſters thither who lodged MW toi 
with Meſſer Geri Spina, and always kept them com- nec 
pany. Almoſt every Morning they went before the fille 
Church of St. Maria di Ugbi hard by where Ciſtio a tak 
Baker lived, who though he was grown very rich by WW Mc 
his Trade, yet he ſtill workt himſelt. Amongſt other fad 
good things that he had, his Cottage was always the 
furniſhed with Excellent Wine both White, and Red: En 
- which exceeded any in Florence, or thereabouts in ap 
Delicacy. Taking notice that Meſſer Geri and his but 
Holineſſes Ambaſſadors went every Morning by his IM ten 
Door, about the time when it began to be very Hot, eue 
he thought that he ſhould oblige them, if he preſented Il the 
them with ſome of his White-wine. He underſtood very ¶ tha 
well, that the difference between the Miniſter of a ve 
great Prince and a Paker was ſo great, that it would orc 
be the higheſt degree of Impudence to invite them, ſo 
thought of an Expedient to oblige them to invite 852 
TE OP elves, 


rl 
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n 
e, gi Ciftio is your Wine good? Excellent good, ſays 


Taſte. Whether Meſſer Geri was Hot, or Tired more. 
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ſelres. About the time he imagined they would 
come by, he ordered a very neat Bucket of fair Water, 
and a ſmall handſom Veſſel, made of Bologna Earth, 
full of Wine, which he cooled in his Bucket, to b 
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brought before his Door; and as they paſſed by; h 


took two very clear Glaſſes, and Hawking and Spit- 
ting for ſome time before, he then drinks up his two 
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Glaſſes of Wine with ſo, much ſeeming Pleaſure, as 


made them long to Taſte ic. Meer. Geri, obſerving 
him for two Mornings together, on the third asked 


ſmiling; but the only way for you to be ſure, is to 


than ordinary, or whether the Pleaſure, whercwitk 


the Baker ſeemed to drink, made him deſirous, but he 


ſhould Taſte of this' honeſt Mans Wine, perhaps WW? 


ſhall have no occaſion to Complain ?. As ſoon as they 
cams up to him, Ciſt io with a, clean Napkin on his 
Arm, brought out a very neat Table, and-eatreated them 
to fic down, and waſhed as many Glaſſes as there was 
need of, himſelf. He made his Servagits go away and 
filled out for them, himſelf. They ee fo very muck. 


taken with the Wine, that they came tadrink there every - 


Morning during their Ray at Florence. The Ambals _ 
ſadors having finiſhed their Affairs, and betty upon | 
their return to Rowe, Meſſer Geri made a ſplendid» 


Entertainment for them, to which he invited the prin» 


cipal Inhabitants of Florence; Ciſtio was alſo invited, 
but would not preſume to go. Meſſer Geri ſeeing that, 
ſent a Servant for a Flask of his Wine, and ordered 
every one to have half a Glaſs of it at the beginning of 
the Treas, Tho Servant thar broogheie, being Vert 
that there was none left far him, the next time he 
went took a huge Bottle: Ciftio ſeeing ſuch an extra- 
ordinary one, ſays, Meſſer Geri did not ſend, ou 
here, Lad. The Fellow ſaid he was fure he did, but 
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v go back without any Wine. | Mauſer (Geri, havin | 
16 with 


do vou think then ( ſays the Servant?) To the River 


WE  _ this anſwer, Adeſſer Geri had a mind to ſes the Bottle; 


lf * "orders to ask the Baker if he gave him 15 ſame anſwer 
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received Cifios Anſwer, ſent his Man back, wi 


- ill, whether he believed his Maſter 


0 ö | ent him then. 
The Servant came again with his great Bottle, and 
a aſſures him that Meſſer Geri had ſent him. You ars 
certainly miſtaken, Friend, ſays the Baker, as he did 
before; de did not ſend you here I am very ſure, Where 


Arno, replies Ciſtio. When the Servant brought back 


and finding it ſo very large, ſays, you Raſcal, Cifip 
had reaſon to ſay what he did, take a leſs and go to 


1 11 him again. Ciſtio ſeeing the ſmall one, ſays, nom J 


{now you were ſent hither, and fo ſent him back with 
his Bottle full. That day Ciſtio ordered a large Cask to 


de filled with the ſame Wine, and ſent it to Meſſer Geri. 
, Some few Hours after he goes himſelf, and ſays, Sir, I 


*.* am ſorry if you ſhould think that the great Bottle did 
in the leaſt fright me What I did was to let you know, 
that my Wine is not for Servants. I. have ſent you a 
whole Piece, and you may diſpoſe of it as you pleaſe; 


2nd IL only delirg you to accept it as kindly, as I give it 


freely.  Meſer.. Geri thanked him, was always hi} 
Friend, and would often ſay, that it was very hard, 
that a Man of ſo great a Soul ſhould ſpend all his} 


days in a Bake Houſe, | 
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Madam Nonna de Pulci, . Silenced:the - Biſhop of Flo- 
e which was beneath the Gravity of 4 Prelatesn © 


x 


a be f ohn, Win ee By 
late, being Biſhop of Horence; a Noble Cats 
called Diego della Ratta, General of the 760 
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4 2 rence, by making -0 notable 8 Repartee bis Raillemj, £1 
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Gentleman was very Comely and Gallant, and a 
moſt afſiduous Courter of Ladies. Amongſt others he 
en. W fell in Love with a very handſom, young Lady, Niece to 
nd the Biſhops Brother. This Lady's Husband, was of 
ars a very great Family, but. covetons to the laſt degree, 
did and a Perſon of a very baſe Character. This Carals- 
ere Wl | vias knowing his Temper, partly by common Report; 
ver T partly by his own Obſervation, who had an exquiſite 
ack W diſcerning Faculty, being fully perſwaded that he was 
tle, 2 Man that would Sacrifice all that was dear to him 
in the World, to his Avarice, offers him downright 
Five hundred Ducats for a Nights Lodging with his 
Wife. The Propoſal was no ſooner made but accept. 
ed, and the Catalonian got Five hundred pieces of Sil- 
ver which went then Current in Florence, and were 
called Popolini, to be Gilt. After he had lain with 
che Lady, who knew nothing of this matter, but took 
bim, as tis probable, for her Husband, he gave him 
the Five hundred gilt Pieces. do not know WwWhe⸗- 
ther ſhe had any ſuſpicion of the trick that was ſer⸗ 
ved her, and ſo complained to her Friends, or whe- 
ther the Catalonian | brag'd of his good Fortune, or 
whether her Husband was miſled and blinded by Ava- 
ice, and gloried in his ſordid Baſeneſs; but this adven- 
ture came to be publickly known, and her unworthy 
Husband reaped Scorn and Infamy for his Sordidneſs. 
be Biſhop being a very diſcreet Perſon took no Notice 
W of it, but entertained the Catalonian with the accuſtomed 
Civility- They were very often together, and on a 
day Dedicated to St. Fohn, as they Rode ont through _ 
late ſaw a fine young 1 that was newly married, Na-. 
med Nonna de Pulci, whom we all knew, and who died 
of the Plague. This Lady befides her Beauty; had 
alſo a great Soul, and ſpoke well and - pertinently, 
The Biſhop ſhew'd her to the Catalonian, and when 
they eame co her, he laid - Hand upon her Shoulder; 
OTE N | 
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and ſaid, Madam Nonna, what day you to this Gentle: 


add Do you think you could make a Conqueſt 


oper him. The Lady thinking he reflected upon her 
Honour, and that it might make thoſe that heard him 


caſt ſome Aſperſions on her, without ſeeming ſurpri. 

zed, readily anſwered, Perhaps, my Lord, he may find 
as much difficulty to make a Congueſt over me, as [ 
to oppoſe him; but if I cannot defend my ſelf, I do 


aſſure you 1 will not take Silver inſtead of Gold. 


The Biſhop and Catalonian finding themſelves both 


equally toucht, went away in Confuſion without 


making any Reply. 
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Woran 
A Cook having made his Maſter. extream angry, after- 


” 


he ſent it to his Cook whoſe Name was Chichibio, a 


Venetian, ordering him to Dreſs it for his Supper. Tho 


Cook, who lookt like a very ſimple Fellow, and was 
indeed what he ſeemed to be, Spitted the Crane and 


Roaſted it as well as he could. When it was almoſt | 
ready, and began to ſmell well, a young Wench that 


| lived hard by, whoſe Name was Brunetta, Mho was the 
Cooks Miſtreſs, came into theg.iechin, and preſently 


expect to receive any Favours from me. After ſome 


hard words had paſted bet wixt them, Chichibjo not be- 
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wards made bim laugh at bis jeſt, and ſo Eſcaped being | 


Eſſer Currado, of Florence, whom we all knew, 
IVI was a Man that lived very high, was very lt 

beral, and delighted very much in Hounds and Hawks. 
Having one day killed a Crane that was fat and young, 


asked him for a Leg of it, who laughing at her, ſang, 
D ſhall have none of me, Brunętta, you ſhall. have none | 
of me. If yon will not give it me, ſays Brunetta, never 
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ing willing to diſoblige his Miſtreſs, cut off the Legs 
and gave it her. Meſſer Currado having brought 


Company home along with him to Supper, was very 


much ſurprized to ſee the Crane brought in with only 


one Leg; ordered the Cook to be called in, and asked 
him what was become of the other Leg? The Cook 
anſwered, Sir, Cranes have but one Leg and Thigh. 
Mr. Coxcomb, replies Meſſer Currado, do you think I 
never ſaw a Crane before? He perſiſted, that what 
he ſaid was true, and offer d to prove it by a living Crane. 
Meſſer Currado out of Complaiſance to the Company, 
was not willing chen to make any more noiſe about it, 
only ſaid, in regard you are ſo very poſitive, Sirrah, 
TIl ſee to morrow whether you can ſhew me what no 


| body ever ſaw before, but if you cannot Ill make you 


remember your Impudence and Stupidity for a good 
while. Next Morning Meſſer Currado, whoſe Sleep 
had not in the leaſt appeaſed him, order d two Horſes 
to be got ready, one for himſef and the other for 
Chichibzo, and at break of Day they both went to a 
Brook by the Sea - ſide, where abundance of Cranes 
uſually were about that time. Chicbibio was very much 


afraid, not knowing which way to come off. He had 


a great mind to have rode away, but being the worſt 
mounted he durſt not. All the Birds that he ſaw on 

each ſide of him ſeemed like Cranes with two Legs. 
When they came to the Brook ſide he ſaw about a 
Dozen reſting upon one Leg, as they always do, when 
they ſleep, and preſently ſhews his Maſter them. Now 
Sir ſays he, I hope you'll believe that I told you true 
Veſterday, ſee if any of theſe Cranes have any more than 
only one Leg and Thigh. I will ſhew you preſently 

that they have two, ſays his Maſter, and going juſt 
up to them cries, Shoo, Shoo. At this noiſe the 
Cranes ſet down t'other Foot, and flew away; then 
ſays Meſſer Currado, Raſcal, nave not Cranes two Legs? 
But Sir, ſays Cbicbibio you did not cry Shoo, Shoo, 
yelterday in the Evening ; for it you had, that would 
COP IR 9 | "Bow. 
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- - have pat eocler Leg and "Thigh: denn 3s cheſe do, 
This witty Anſwer quite appeaſed him and made him 
8 laugh heartily; then he ſaid, I freely: forgive you for 

Tour Jeſts ſake, but take care you commit no more ſuch | 
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Mieſſer Foreſe da Rabatta, and Giotto 4 famous Painter, 
cem ing together from Mugello, railly each other for their 


+ Deformity.' 
J | pe , | MIR . * A Z ! . 


8 Perſons of excellent Endowments are often 
found amongſt the moſt mean Trades and Pro- 
feſſions, ſo great Souls are oſten incloſed in the moſt 
contemptible Bodies Meſſer Foreſe da Rabatta, was | 
very little Man, ill ſhaped, plain Faced, flat Noſed, 
hike à Bologna Dog, yet notwithſtanding his Deformity, | 
he was ſo excellent a Lawyer, that the Learned at that 
tim reckoned him a living Library of the Civil-Law. 
Flotte à celebrated Painter, was as ugly as the other, 
ED bby he was a Reviver of Painting, and ſo excellent in his 
Art, that his Pieces were very often taken for the 
Things themſelves, his Deſigns were ſo Natural. He 
+ endeavour leſs to pleaſe the Ryes of the Ignorant,than 
the judgment of the Learned, in which he hasbeen little 
followed by choſe fince him. Theſe two had both of 
them Eſtates in Mugello, a; Village near Florence. Being 
there in Summer, as they came back, they light together, 
both of them very ill clad, and worſe mounted. 
They chanced to be caught in a great ſhower of Rain, 
- which came all on a ſudden, and forced them to take 
_ ſhelter at a Country man's, whom they both knew. The 
ain holding, and Buſineſs obliging them to be at Fo- 
rence, they each of them borrowed an old Cloak, and 
a ſhabby Hat of the Country- mans, becauſe they could i 
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et no better, and went on their Journey. After they 
25 rid ſome time very Wet and Dirty, which does not 
much improve the aſpect of thoſe who lookt but very 
indifferently before; and after ſome diſcourſe had paſſed, 
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Foreſe viewing Giotto from Head to Foot, and ſeeing 
him make a moſt diſmal Figure, not thinking that he 


himſelf was in the ſame Condition, fell a laughing 


and ſaid, Do you believe, Giotto, that if a ſtranger 
thatneverſaw, nor knew you, ſhould meet you now up- 
on the Road, that he would take you for the great- 
eſt Painter in the World? Yes Sir, ( ſays Giotto) I 


believe he would, if he did but believe that you had ever 
learnt your A B C. At which Meſſer Foreſe pluckt in 
his Horns, being beaten at his own Weapon. VF 


N 


FFT 
Michiele Scalza proves to ſome Young-men, _ that . the 


| tious and inventive a Genius, that the princi- 
pal Youth of Florence took a -reat deal of Pleaſure; 
and thought it a great Honour enjoy his Company. 
Being one day at An, Ugbi with a great deal of Com- 
pany, the diſcourſe happened to be about the Antiqui- 
ty and Nobility of the Florentines Families: Some 


gave the preference to the Families af the Uberrz, 
| Others to the Lamberti, and every one ſpoke as People 
ordinarily do upon ſuch ſubjects, according to theip 
humours and intereſt. When Scalxa had heard what 
they all had to ſay, he ſmiling ſays, you are none of 
you in the right. I-will maintain that the Family of 


the Baronchi is the moſt Antient and Noble, not only 
D 4  _. Philoſophers 


\ p 


Family of the Baronchi was tbe moſt Noble Family in 
tze Warld, for which be got a good Supper. 


Icbiele Scalza a young Florentine, had ſo face · 


in Florence, but alſo in the whole World. All the 
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Wn Philoſophers and all thoſe that knew that Family; aca ll | 
wr C%my Opinion; and that you may not be miſtaken, 
I tell you that I mean the Baroncbi our Neighbours, 
ml - who dwell near Santa Maria Maggiore. They all 
=  -preſently fell a laughing at him, and asked whether he 
took them for People of the other, World, as if they 
did not know the Baroncbi as well as he? Gentlemen, ſays 
Sola, I am ſo far from taking you to be Perſons of 
tte other World, that I will lay any one a good Supper, — 
e ęgnough for Six, and be judged by whom you pleaſe. 
The Wager was laid, and they agreed to leave it to 
Pietro di Fiorentino, who was then preſent. They all 1 
expect d Sealzs to loſe, and began to laugh at him WW 
bekore hend. He that vas to determine it, being very ju | 
cddicious, firſt heard the Reaſons of the oppoſite Party, M 
dl )ad then asked Scalxa how he could prove his affection,” Ws *+ 
I will prove it fo ſufficiently (ſays he) that you ſhall 
be. all thoroughly convinced. Gentlemen, by how: | 
much a Family is moſt Ancient, by ſo much it is 
= moſt Noble; but the Family of the Baroncbi is the 
=_ moſt Ancient in Forence; therefore it is the moſt | 
noble. I have nothing then to prove but the Anti- 
gquity of the Baronchi/s. This will be evident by that 
Prometbem made them in time when he firſt began to 
learn to Paint, and made others after he was Maſter | 


of his Art. To convince. you, do but examine the 
figure of the one and rocher, youll find Art and Pro- 
portion in the compoſition of the one, whereas the 
others are but rough-drawn and imperfect. Amongſt 
them you'll find one with a long narrow Face, another 
with a prodigious broad one; one is flat Noſed, ano- 
ther is almoſt an Ell-long ; one has a long Chin and 
on Jams like an Aſs, ayothers ſhort and flat, and Mionkey- 
| - faced; and there are ſome of them that have one Eye 
ml either larger, or lower than the other. In ſhort, their 
m_=_ Faces reſemble ſuch as Children make, when they firſt 
We  Hhegin to draw. Prometheas was no great Maſter when 
be mage chem, es ]'laid before, and therefore chey are 


more ancient than other Men, and by | conſequence 


mau Women to be moterated for the future, 


appear; but ſhe having an undaunted Spirit, as moſt 


8 
\ 
— 9 . ne Wh c 
. Y 9 1 — 3 b IF 
R . ” * 9 2 
1 „ . * 
* * . — 
P * 
7 1 
I 
1 


. L . - 
- 4 *** 
Pp £6 
% 


more Noble. : So diverting an ar gSUMEnt made them 
all laugh heartily. The Repreſentation he made of the 
Baronchi was ſo juſt and natural, that they agreed he had 
won, and nothing was heard for a full Quarter of an 
Hour; but , Scalza bas o. the Baronchi are the moſs 6 
Ancient and Noble Family in all Florence. +. i 
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Malam Philippa? Huchand having ſur prix ed ber with ber ii | 


Gallant, bad ber. Tryd for it. She got ber ſelf diſs 
+ charged by an ingenious Anſwer, and procured the Laws 


| T'N the Town of Prata, there was formerly a very _ 
| ſevere (not to ſay cruel ) Law againſt Women, 

by which thoſe that were taken in Adultery by their 

| Husbands were to be burnt without Mercy. This 
Law continued till Phiippa, who was beautiful, young, 
and of an amorous Complextion, was ſurprized by 
her Husband; in the Heat of her Pleaſure with La- 
vrino Guax xagliotri, whom ſhe loved as her own Life. 
The Husband's Reſentment was as great as a matter af 
this Nature could admit of. He was about to have 
murdered them both, and forbore it only out of Reſpeck 
to his own Life, but he thought to revenge himſelf on 
her ſufficiently, by cauſing her to be put to Death; and 
having very good Proofs, he made good his Charge 
when the Trial came on. All ber Relations lookt 
upon her as a loft Woman, and adviſed her not to 


Women have, who love extraordinarily, would rather 
die couragioufly in confeſſing the Truth, than in 
Exile, by acknowledging her ſelf unworthy of a 
Perſon of ſuch diſtinguiſhing Merit as he was, ns 
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bega 
would confeſs the Fact, and that he ſhould be obliged to 
condemn her to die. Although he could not help ak-. 
ing her many queſtions, about the matter ſhe was ac. 
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7 f : 8 ; deſtate and with a reſolute Countenance, demands 
what his Pleaſure was with her. The Podeſtate ſaw: 


4 


© the was very handſome, and by her Reſolation, judging! 
ſhe had not leſs Greatneſs of Soul than Beauty, 
iti afraid, leſt ſhe: 


: 


n to pity her Con 


tion, and was 


cuſed of, he did it more like an Advocate than a Judge 


Madam (ſays he) your Husband who ſtands here, 20 
dcduſes you of Adultery; and ſays, that he took you in 
the very action. He requires that the law may be put 
nin execution againſt you; that is, that you may be 
burnt; but I cannot condemn you, unleſs you confels” 
the Fact; conſider well with your ſelf, and let me knoy : 
bow matters were. It is true, my Lord, ſays ſhe (not 
abating in the leaſt of her courage) that Rinaldo is my 
_  Husband, and that he found me laſt night in the arm 
of Lazarim, whom I love and efteem. But, my Lord, 
Fou are too judicious a perſon not to know, that the | 

Laus in all Governments ought to- be univerſal in theit 
extent, or at leaſt made with the conſent of the Perſons. 
intereſſed in them. There is nothing of this in the Lay 
by which I am try d. It is only againſt Women, and 


none our Sex ever conſented to it, or were ſo much as 


conſulted about it. Therefore it muſt be unjuſt in its 


on nature. Yet, if contrary to your own Conſcience, 


and in Prejudice of my Life, you will put an unjuſt Law 


to execution, I am in your hands and you may do with 
me as you pleaſe. But beſore you proceed to Sentence, 
Thave one thing to beg, that you'll pleaſe to ask my Hul- | 
band, if Tever denied him any favour when he deſired 
it, or was nat always ready to do whatſoever he would. 
Vinalda, without being askt Queſtion, ſaid, indeed he 
could not ſay but that ſhe was always ready to oblige 


him 


2 | J Sis 


n & 


Could fay, being accompanied with a great many of 
h Sex, ſhe. went and ſurrendred her ſelf to the po. 
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n in this particular. Then (my Lord) when my Hus. is 
X — has had all that he would, or was neceſſary ſor 4 
0. him, pray what ſhould I do with the reſt? muſt I throw 1 
t ro the Dogs? Was it not better to oblige a Gentle- 44 
nan with it who loved me better than himſelf, than to 1 
lit be Joſt and ſpoiled ? The Quality of the Perſons 1 
„aua che Nature of the Tryal, had brought a great con- i 
e WY courſe of People thither, almoſt the whole City being 18 
0. there» This pleaſant Queſtion made them all laugh, 1 
„nnd they all cry'd with one voice, that the Lady ſpoke 
„ nothing but what was reaſon. Then the Law, by tze 
Advice of the Podeſtate was moderated and reſtrained. Ii 
>» WM thoſe Women only, who abuſe their Husbands for' 1 
Mony; and the Lady being acquitted, returned home, 1 
u uttended with a thouſand Acclama tions il 
: NOVELL LVII. 3 


Freſco advices his Niece, in Regard whatſoever ſhe [aw- 
| diffleaſed her, to look only on herſelf in the Glaſs. | 


A 


g's de Celatico had a Niece, whoſe Name was 
Franceſca, and, for her extream Niceneſs, called 
Ceſca, She was wellſhaped and ſomething handſom; 
but was no mighty charming Creature. She had al- 
ways ſo great an/Opinion of herſelf, that ſhe could not 
find any Perſon that could pleaſe her; not conſidering 
that ſhe had as many Imperfections as any body. She 


rnb WE Der Rn dat 7 


| was of ſuch a contradicting Temper, that ſhe found 
Fault with every thing, and ſo proud and haughty, 


chat ſhe thought herſelf above the greateſt . Princeſs. 
When the went abroad, every thing was nauſeous to her, 
and ſhe was always holding her Noſe. In ſhort, ſhe. 
vas made up of nothing but ridiculous Foppery. Going 
cout one day, the returned home the very next moment, 
8 lauffling up her Noſe, and making a thouſand affected 
„„ 1 Grimaces, 
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ſeemed to me very odd and diſagreeable, and look: 
1 do not know how. Indeed I cannot bear to ſee ſuch 


_  Indifferent Folks, and fo would rather keep. at home | 
than endurethoſe abominable Sights. Freſco could not 


bear her affected Nonſence any longer, ſo very gravely 
tells her, in regard, Niece, you are of this Humor, 
the beſt Way for you to avoid theſe diſpleaſing Object 
is always to view yourſelf in the Looking-Glaſs. This 
rare Creature, who was as fooliſh as a Sheep, thought 
her ſelf as wiſe as Solomon, and did not in the leaſt appre- 


hend her Uncles Meaning, but continued ſtill fooliſhly 
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ſome young 


A 


Meſſer Guido Cavalcanti genteelly repriman 


Gentlemen of Florence, 19e came unawares upm | 


bim. 

Here were a great many good and laudable Cu- 
ſtoms formerly at Harence, which Avarice, that 
generally attends Riches, has intirely aboliſhed. One 
was forthe beſt Families of the Neighbourhoods to meet 

together, and compoſe a Society of a certain Number 


of Perſons, who were capable of bearing the Charge, 
Every one treated in his turn, and could not only in- 
vite his Friends, but alſo all Strangers in the City that 
were Men of Merit. They wore different Habits 


according to the different Times of the Year. Some 


tim 


_ 1 „ 9 A 28 2 9 RET 7 8 4 N + w> * TIES 1 J + M p N 2 * 5 — 4 = 4 — 'T : l . i; l 25 
. . CES: Y * * * . l * 1 N 5 A ; +2 4 Ai x : . 97 
. * ; by 3 8 i * I 3 3s : . * 
_” | ; & 7 5 | N 
x ; * 5 | m= | | , 
; I. 2 5 . 
4 . ; wx * ' 
- 4 N —— d = 
n þ „ 1 J J © * 
. N . 5 9 IC * 
. * % 7 ” o 
4 — = 4 EE + G Wy. of 7”, Wy \ D — 0 
a 4 * * * 
5 . 25 — Ly . a 3 j 
L £ x ; *. - * 
ks * 


nes they rode on Horſe back through the City, and 
" petlormed T ils and Turnaments, and other military . 
Exerciſes. Amongſt others, there was one Meſſer Betts 
Iraneleſebi, who endeavoured all he could to perſwade 
udo Cawalcanti,, a young Man, tobe of their Society. . . 
This Guido was a great Philoſopher ; but what made 
him more deſirous of it was, becauſe he was a very fa- 
cetious Perſon, very much a Gentleman, a Man of ad- 
micable Diſcourſe, did every thing with a fine Grace, 
was very rich, and one that knew the beſt of any Man 
to new Reſpect where it was due. All that he did 
could not engage him to joyn with them; for he was 
zgreat lover of Speculation, and preferred Solitude to 
Society. Being eſteemed to hold ſome of Epicurm's 


hi [Tenents, thoſe that had no kindneſs for him ſaid, that 
ebe only ſtudied to find whether there was a God or no- 
e. ge day as he was going by the Admari, which was 


1, b common Walk, he came to St. John. The great 
uardle Tombs which now are at Sancta Reparata were 
chen about that Church, whoſe Gate was then ſhut. 
Conde was amongſt the Tombs and Marble Pillars, at 
the very time when Berto, at the head of his Company, 
went croſs the place on horſeback: As ſoon as he ſaw 
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bim, he ſpoke to his Aſſociates to go up and affront [il 
m Woignior Guido; ſo putting Spurs to their Horſes, they Ii 
1 7 n y 1 
were upon him before he ſaw them coming. Whats EY 
Icke matter, Guido, (ſay they) that you refule to be of 1% 
our Society 2 What will you bs the better when you [ 


E have found it, that there is no God? Guido finding him- 
elf ſurprized, and encompaſſed, ſaid, Gentlemen, I 
am in your Territories now, you may do what you 
et pleaſe with me; and being very nimble, he laid his 
Hand upon one of the Tombs, which was very large, 
and jumped over it, and ſo went away. The Hotſe- 
nen looked upon one another being ſomewhat ſurprized 
at at the Leap that he had made, and ſaid, Is this the Man 
h (chat is ſo much eſteemed for Wit and Learning? Pray 
e. bheres the meaning of his Anſwer, Re was in our 
„5 1 Terrnories? 
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Taeerritoies? Why the Place is as free for him as for yy 
aud all che Inhabitants of Florence. Gentlemen, ſap 
mus Anſwer was juſt, and he has reprimanded us very 
genteelly. Theſe Tombs are the Dwellings of the 
Dead; and he hints to us, that we, and other illiteras] 
Perxſons are dead, in compariſon to him and other lea: 
ned Men: Upon that account he might well ſay, he 
Saido meant, and for ſome time were in a ſort of Con. 


fluſion, never more deſiring to break a Jeſt upon G¹νjSeꝗ 
and 


$I . Feather of the Angel Gabriel, infead whereof be braught| 
St. Laurence was broil'd. 


_  thony,, whole Name was Onion, came thither once 4 
|  thither, becauſe he found the Paſture good, and w 


Sanctity than his Name, this Country producing the 


him not would have taken him for a very Cicero or Qui 
 *-vilian, He was very well known and beloy'd all ther 
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"Meſſer | Betro, you do not rightly underſtand him; 


was in our Territories. Then they all underſtood whit 
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7 eſteem'd Berto a Perſon of a very quick Apprehens 
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ria Onion promi d certain Country People to flew thims 


+, Coals, and made them believe they were thoſe upon which 


"\Ertaldo is a Village in the Vale of Elſa, a depen; 
. dant on the State of Florence. This Village, tho 

ſmall, was formerly inhabited by Gentlemen, and Per 
ſons of the beſt Rank. A Friar of the Order of St. 4» 


Lear to gather Alms. He came the more willingly 
well receiv'd there; leſs perhaps out of reſpect to hi 


. beſt Onions in all Tuſcany. Friar Onion was of (mall 
Stature, red-hair'd, very facetious, but one of the great 
eſt Rogues in the World. He had little or no Leam 
ing, yet ſpoke ſo well and ſo freely, that thoſe that knen 


1 aboutsi 


* 
2 * n 1 0 — K 
. R W ä : * 
* N eo, ä 2 * 1 * &'% ; 
1 * 4 W — > * - : 
* h 4 : » 
4 * » . £ . x . ” 
* . 
a * | ci 
9 1 4 
ff * : . * 
A N * * » 4; * #;. = 2 
\ _— * x . F <þ 
„ %* . * 


were come to hear. Maſs, he takes his opportunity of 


abouts.. Coming to Cerralde in Auguſt as he us d to do, 
one Sunday Morning, when all the People thereabouts 


. 


aldreſſing them after this manner. You know, Gen- 


temen, that you have uſed once every Year to give; 
ſome more, ſome leſs, every one according to his Ability. © 
and pious Inclination, out of your Corn and Proviſions, 
to the poor Religious of the Order of St. Anthony, that 
the bleſſed Saint may take cate of your Cattle. You - 
have alſo uſed to give ſomething every Near to thoſe that 


are Regiſtred in our Order. I am come by the directi- 


on of my Superiour, to collect the effects of your Chari- 
ty. So I defare that you would all come hither this Af. 


ternoon, as ſoon as you hear the. Bells ring, when I de- 


ſign, God willing, to Preach to you according to the 
| accuſtomed manner; you ſhall kiſs the Holy Crols, and 


out of the reſpect you have for our good Patron St. An- 


= thony,you ſhall have the ſpecial Favour to ſee a moſt rare 
and ſacred Relick, which I brought from the Holy Land. 


It is one of the Feathers of the Wings of the Angel Ga- 
-bridl, which he left in the Virgin's Chamber, when he 


came from God to tell her, that ſhe had Conceiv'd the 
Saviour of the World. Whilſt he was ſhewing his Rhe- -. 

torick upon ſo Noble a Subject, two arch Fellows that _ _ 
. were amongſt the other Auditors, the Name of the one 
Giovani del Bragoniera, and the other Biagio Pix zini, re- 


ſolyvd to play him a Trick, although they were his 


|. Friends and Companions. The Friar din'd that day at 
the Caſtle with ſome Friends. As ſoon as theſe two 


Sparks knew that he was ſet down at Table, they went 


co his Lodging. Biagio undertook to keep the Friar's 
TKervant in diſcourſe, whilſt Bragoniera found the Fea- 
ther, pleaſing themſelves before · hand to think what a 
confu ſion the Friar would be in, when he could not 


find the Feather, with which he had promis d to entertain 
the Eyes of the People; and were impatient to ſee how 


he would come off. The Friar's Servant was no leis re- 
mar kable for his Name than his Figure. Some _ 
n * 83 im 
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which ſigniftes a villanous Fogl; 

_ others Gucci eee, All the Names ag{eed, 25 well 
with his external Form. as with the ine ons of his 

Friar On4#-uled often to tell Bs Friends when: | 
en H this Boy, that he had Nine ſuch rare Qua- 


"BE 


Wl li. that if Solon er Scbeca had but only. | 


one of them, it would deſtroy all their Vertue, Wiſ- 
dom and Sanctity. This ſure muſt be a rare Fellow? 


Wl 1 4 * if you ask d his Maſter what theſe. Nine rare Qualities 


e he generally. told you in ace 1 78 . 


> 5 
"4 

* 
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55 ® 3 Sloth and Lying 3 outdone :. 
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12 For Theft and Envy Equals he bas none. 1 1 
Dugrateful, Diſobedient and Mahcions: © 


Us Ada, and Sinjid in all things but Tis 1 x.” 


* will tell you, that he has alſo many pe Endo: 


Wl ments; but What is ver remarkable, 1 1s, that he wil 


needs Marry wherever he comes, and keep Houſe. 
Eo. His Beard begins to appear black and pretty thick, and 


l a : - he thinks himſelf fo handſome a Fellow; that he believe 


A the Women that ſee him ate in love wich him; and 
d Are as ready to run after him, ' as a Dog is after a Hare 
he is the moſt forward Lad in the World; for if I talk 


i  withanyonein N he will know what we lay. II 


any one ask amy chin a "me, he is ſo afraid that l 
© ſhould not anſwer right, that he will be betore-hand 
with me, and ſay ay or no, as hethinks fit. 

Friar Onion had left this delicate Youth at bis Lot gs | 
"ing with ſtrict Orders to take great care of his thing, 
| but eſpecially the Portmantean where the Holy Relick 
was. But Gnccio Imbrata lov d the Kitchih as well as 
the Nightingale doth the Boughs , and particularly 
when there was any of the Maids alone there, and went 
down there, where there was a great Mother Bench, all. 
of a thickneſs, and as ugly as ugly could be, with two 


Tm Dugs, long, and * own ne two 1 
2 0 


* 


. 
= * 
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Hong; with as frightful a Face as ever was ſeen. There 
he found this Creature, ſmelling like old ruſty Bacon, 
ſweating, and all over greaſie. He had made ſuch haſt 
that he left his Maſter's Chamber door open, and all 
he had to be carried off by the next Comer. Although 
it was in the Month of Auguſt, and conſequently in the 
heat of Summer, yet Guccio Imbrata ſat down by the Fire, 
and began to enter into diſcourſe with this Damſel , 
whoſe Name was Nuts. He tells her he was a very good 
Gentleman, and very Rich. He ſays very great things 
of himſelf; ahd forgetting his Hat, which was as grea- 
fie as the Portage-pot, his Waſtcoat full of holes, and 
patched in a thouſand places, and in many others prim'd 
orer with ſweat; his Shooes burſt out of the ſides, and his 
Breeches all torn betwixt the Legs: he talk d as great as 
if he had been ſome Lord, and ſaid, he weuld buy her 
ſome very fine Cloaths, and take her out of Service; 
promiſing to do wonders for her: but he being always 
infortunate, or rather a fooliſh Fellow, his Courtſhip 
was deſpis d, and he had as good told his Tale to the 
Wind. Biagio and Bragoniers were very glad to find 
Guccio Porco engag'd with Nuts, and went directly into 

Onion's Chamber, the Door being left open. The firſt 
thing they. light on was the Portmanteau: they open d 
t, and after they had laid by ſeveral ſmall Bundles; 
they found a ſmall Box wrapp'd up in a great many pie- 
des of Taffaty, and in this Box a Feather of a Parrot's 
| Tail, which they verily believ'd to be the very ſame 
that Friar Onion promis d to ſhew to the People of Cer- 
taldo, for a Feather of the Angel Gabriel, It was very 
eaſie at that time to make them believe it, for the Lu- 
xury of Egypt had not yet been brought into Tuſcany; 
but afterwards it came in ſuch great abundarice, that it 
almoſt ruin d all 1aly: and altho' it might be in ſome 
places, yet the Inhabitants of Certaldo were ignorant of 
it. The true antient Simplicity reign'd among them 
and they hot only had never ſeen a Parrot, but the 
moſt part of them had never heard of one. Thele two 
= HE Youths 
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Youths having got what they look'd for, took away th 
Feather, and put ſome Coals, which they took 217 
the Chimney, in its place. They wrapp'd up the Box 
juſt as it was before, and put it in the ſame place again, 
longing to ſee what Friar Onion would do, when he 
did not find the Feather he had promis'd to ſhew them, 
but Coals in its ſtead. wt 41 Ring: 
The News being ſpread abroad , that after Dinner, 


Friar Onion would ſhew a Feather of the Angel Gabriel, 


every body ran to ſee it. When the Friar had dined, 
and repos d himſelf for ſome time, he got up a little after 
Noon, 8 there was a great number of Country. 
people come to ſee the Holy Feather. He ſent his Ser. 
vant to ring the Bells and bring him his Portmanteau. 
Guccio Porco could hardly leave Nuts in the Kitchin, 
but at laſt he went. The People being aſſembled, Friar 
Onion not perceiving that his Portmanteau had been 
meddled with, begins his Sermon, ſaying a thouſand 
things concerning Relicks. When he came to ſhew the 
Feather, he 2 his Cowl, and opening one piece 
of Taffaty after another, at laſt he comes to the Box; 
which, after he had ſaid ſomething in praiſe of the An- 
gel Gabriel and the Relick, he opens with abundance of 
Devotion; but finding nothing but Coals, he did not 
believe that his Servant had plaid him this Trick, be- 
cauſe he had not ſuch an opinion of his Ingenuity, and 
did not blame him for not looking after his Portmanteau 
more carefully, but blam'd himſelf for entruſting it with 
a Fellow that he knew to be fo ſlothful, careleſs and 
ſtupid. Then lifting up his Hand and his Eyes to Hex 
ven, with a loud Voice he ſays: Bleſſed always, O Go 
be thy Infinite Power. Then he ſhut up the Box, and 
turning towards the People he ſays, Give me leave to 
tell you, Sirs, that being very young, my Superior ſent 
me into the Eat, with Orders to make ſome uſeful Di- 
ſcoveries for my Fraternity in particular, and all Man- 
kind in general. Having left Venice, I went through 
the Borgo de Grecia, and ſo into the Kingdom of Garw 


and 


o 
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and Baldaccs ; from thence I came to Parione, very 
much alter d; and ſome time after ward into Sardinia. 
But not to trouble you with too many Names of Places, 
Tet it ſuffice to tell you, that after having paſt the Arms 
of St. George, I arriv'd in Trufis and Bufia, which 
'Countries are very Populous. From thence I went in- 
to the Land of Lying, where I found a great many 
Friars of our Religion; who avoid all pains and trou- 
ble only for the love of God; and who do not regard 
the pains and Travels of others, unleſs they are benefi- 
cial to them : there they ſpend uncoin'd Money. From 


thence I went to a Place, where the People carry 


Bread in their Staves and Wine in Budgets. At laſt I 
came to the Mountains of Bacchus, where all the Wa- 
ter runs downward: and ſome few days after into India 
Partinaca, where, I ſwear by the Habit I wear, I ſaw 
Serpents fly; a thing I ſhould not have believ'd if I had 
not ſeen it. In this Country I found Maſe del Saggio, a 


very rich Merchant, who was cracking of Nuts, and 


ſold Cockles by Retail. Not finding what I look d for 
in this Country, I turn d back, and came into the Holy 
Land, As ſoon 5 I came thicher, I met the Pacriargh 
of Jeruſalem, who for the Honour of the Habit of my 
Patron St. Antbonz, which I always wear,ſhew'd me all 
the Holy Relicks that are laid up there. Their number 


zs ſo great, that if I ſhould give you a particular account 


of all of them, I ſhould never make an end. But for 
your entertainment, I will give you ati account of ſome 
of the moſt remarkable. Amongſt other things, I ſaw 
a Finger of the Holy Ghoſt, as ſound and whole as ever 


it was. The Noſe of a Seraphim who appear'd to St. 


Francis, The Nail of a Cherubim. One of the Ribs 
of Verbum Caro. The Garment of the Holy Catholick 
Faith, Some Rays of the Star that appear d to the Wiſe- 
Men in the Eaſt. A ſmall Viol full of the Sweat of 


| St, Michael when he fought with the Devil. The lau- 


bone of Lazarus, G And becauſe I gave him ſome 
Relicks , of which 1 had Duplicates; he gave me ifi 
ia bs nt . com 
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- compenſation, A Tooth of Santa Crux. And in a little 
Viol, ſome of the Sound of thoſe Bells that hung in the Wi 
Temple of Solomon. Alſo the Feather of the Angel Il for 
Gabriel, of which I told you. He gave me alſo the ere 
Pattins of St. Gerrarda de Magnaville, which I not long ma 
fince preſented to Gerrardo de Bonſi, of Florence, who iſ pa 
has a great veneration for this Holy Relick; and at laſt his 
he gave me ſome of the Coals on which the Holy St. IM Aff 
Laurence was broil'd. I brought away all theſe Relicks WW rec 
with great devotion and reſpe&t. Now my Superior, 
who is a very exact Perſon, would never permit me of 
to expoſe them; till he was perfectly convinc'd, that ly | 
they were really thoſe Relicks they went for. But at 
-preſent he being ſatisfy'd, by Letters he has received MW did 
Nom the Patriarch of Jeruſalem, which teſtify'd, that Ml wi 
they have perform d ſeveral Miracles, I am allow'd to 
expoſe them to view; and not being willing to truſt 
them with any one, I always carry them along with 

me. I put the Feather of the Angel Gabriel in a Box, 
to preſerve it the better; and the Coals on which St. 
Laurence was broil'd in another. Theſe two Boxes are 
ſo very like, that I have often taken the one for the o- * 
ther, and fo I have now: for inſtead of taking that in 
which the Feather was, I have taken that which has the 
Coals. I do not look upon my*miflake here as an et- a 
fect of meer chance, but the will and pleaſure of God; 0 
when I recolle&, that the Feaſt of St. Laurence is with- 
in theſe two days; fo Providence has thought fit to pre · 
pare you for the Celebration of the Feaſt of this great 
Martyr, by ſnewing you the Coals on which this great 
Saint and Martyr ſuffer'd, inſtead of the Feather of the 
Angel Gabriel. Approach then with Veneration and 
Reſpect to ſo Auguſt a Relick; and give me leave to 
teli you, that thoſe who are mark'd with theſe Coals 5 
with the Sign of the Croſs, no Fire ſhall hurt / them for dit 
hole Year together 1 
After this Harangue, he ſung a Hymn in praiſe of W's 
S.. Laurence, open d the Box ang ſhew'd the Coals. | 5 


When 
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When the ignorant Multitude had gaz'd on them for 
ſome time with a great deal of reſpe& and admiration, 
every body came up to him to be ſign d with them, who 
made very liberal Offerings to him. Friar Onion for his 
part, was very liberal of his Croſſes, and did not grudge 
his Coals to croſs the Cloaths both of Men and Women; 
aſſuring them, that he had often experienc'd, that they 
recover'd again in the Box all that was waſted in ma- 
king the Croſſes. Thus having croſs d all the People 
of Certalde, who paid him very well for it, he ſecret- 
ly laugh'd at thoſe that thought to have made a Jeſt of 
him, by taking away his Feather. The Perſons that 
dd it being preſent at the Sermon, were fo pleas'd 
with the Trick they had put upon him, and with his 
dextrous turning of it, that they could hardly forbear 
laughing out. The People being gone, Bragoniera and 
pizxini went to ſee Friar Onion, and gave him his Fea - 
ther again; from which he reap'd as much Advantage 


| the next Year, as he did from the Coals this. 


15. 
* 


— 


NO VE L IXI 


John F Lorain, bearing a knocking at bis Door one Mg bt, 
waked his Wife, wha made bim believe it was a Spirit, 
and both of them went to lay it by a Prayer, and [a 
beard no more of it. | | 


$ 


Here lived once in Florence in St. BrancaZio«FFreet, 


1 a Wool-carder, called Fob» of Lorain, who 


knew little or nothing beſides his own Trade. 
This Fellow being very ſoft, was often made Cap · 


W tain of thoſe of his own Profeſſion, that lived in 


Sancta Maria Novella. They always kept their Meet- 
ings at his Houſe. He often preſented and treated 
the Monk of Sancta Maris Novella, for which they 


ſhewed him ſome Reſpect, which made him think him- 


E 3 ſell 
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ſelf to be no mean Perſon. Theſe Monks werealyays 


begging ſomething. or other of him, and in recom 


pence gave him ſome good Prayers. They gave him the 
Pater Noſter in the Vulgar Tongue; the Song of. 


St. Alixis The Hymn of Madam Matilde, Cc. all 
which he kept very carefully. for the good of his 
Soul, His Wife was a very lovely Creature, her 


Name was Teſſa, ſhe. was Daughter to Manny. 


della Cuculia. She was witty as well as beautiful, and 
knew her Husband's Simplicity, very well, She had 
a. very great kindneſs for Frederigo di Neri Pegolatii, 
whom ſhe defired to come to her at a pretty Country- 
houſe, called Camerata, which he had, not far from 


Florence, where ſhe uſed to ſpend the Summer. Some- 


times he came and {upped and lay there and went to 
his Buſineſs the next Day. Sometimes he brought 


company along with him, and ſtaid there for a good 
while together. Frederigo went to wait upon his Mil- 
treſs, and the Husband not coming thither that night, 
he ſupped and lay with her, who taught him ſome of 
her Husband's Prayers. Thele two Lovers were ſo 
very well pleaſed with each other, that they found out 
a Way to meet together without either writing or ſend- 
ing. It was agreed that when Frederigo went to a 
Houſe of his own, which he had hard-by where his 
Miſtreſs lived, he ſhould always look upon an Aﬀes- 
Skull that was put upon one of the Vine-Props, near 
her Houſe, and if he ſaw the Snout turned towards 
Florence, he might come and be ſure to lye with her; 
and if he found the Door ſhut he ſhould. knock ſoftly 


three times, and ſhe would come and let him in; but 


if che Snout was turned towards Fieſola that ſhewed 
that her Husband was there, and he ſhould not come. 
Thus they lived for ſometime without any croſs Acci- 
dent 3 but at, laſt one Night when Frederigo was to 
come and ſup with her, who had provided two deli- 
cate Capons tor him, her Husband whom ſhe did not 
in the leaſt expect, came very late, which made her 
r ee 
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very uneaſie. She made him ſup upon a little piece 
7 Bacon which he ordered to be boiled for him. 
The two Capons, ſome new-laid Eggs, and a Flask 
of excellent Wine, were by her direction, wrapped in 
2 fine clean Table-cloth, and carried into the Gardeg, 
ſomewhat off from the Houſe ; where ſhe and Frederigo 
had often ſupped; and put under a Peach tree, which ſhe 
knew very well ; but the Haſt ſhe was in to get theſe 
things out of her Husbands fight, made her forget ta bid 
her Maid tarry in the Garden till Frederigo came, and tell 
him that her Husband was come, but that there was an 
Entertainment for him under the Peacb- tres. When 
they were all abed, Frederigo, who had ſeen the Skull 
ſtand right, comes and knocks very ſoftly, The Hus- 
band preſently heard it and ſo did ſhe, but to prevent 
ſuſpicion ſhe pretends to be aſleep. Frederigo knocks a 
| ſecond time, at which the Husband was frightened, 
| wakes his Wife, and ſays, Teſſa, don't you hear? There's 
ſome body knocks at the Door. No, Job, ſays ſhe, 
it is no humane Body, it is a Spirit which almoſt fright 
ned me out of my wits for ſeveral Nights together, 
and whenever I hear it, I am fo much afraid, that 
I cover my ſelf over Head and Ears in my Bed, and 
dare not ſo much as lift up my Head, till it is broad 
| Day-light. Wife, ſays he, be aſſured if it be a Spirit, 
u can do us no harm, for faid ſeveral excellent Prayers, 
and made the fign of the Croſs on the four Corners of 
our Bed before I laid down. She thinking that Frederigo 
new nothing of her Husbands being there, but 
poſed that ſhe was alone, refolved to get up and 
make him underſtand that her Husband was come. 
Your Prayers and the figns of the Croſs (ſays ſhe) da 
not ſatisfie me, if you'll be perſwaded by me, let us get 
up and try to lay this Spirit. How ſhall we lay it, ſays 
he? She told him a Nun of Fieſola, to whom the told 
how ſhe was frightned, gave her the Secret. I was 
afraid ( ſays ſhe ) to try it alone, but if you will aſſiſt 
me, I ſhall be very willing to do it. Then they both 
Kh. bot 
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i Y got up, and go to the Door, where Frederigo began to 
i 4 Call his Miſtreſſes Fidelity in queſtion. As they went, ſhe 
| | deſited her Husband to ſpit when ſhe directed him. 
He ſaid he would, then ſhe began her Prayer, ſaying; 
1 4 O thou Spirit, that wanderſt in the Nighe, return to 
«i the place from whence you came, you will find two 
; Capons, ſome new-laid Eggs, and a Flask of Wine in 
0 the Garden under the Peach - tree, take what you have 
| a mind to, and depart without doing any Miſchief, 
ol either to me or my Husband, who 1s here with me. 
1 Then ſays ſhe, ſpit Fob». Frederigo hearing all this, 
97 laid aſide all ſuſpicion, and notwithſtanding he was 
5 vext at his diſappointment: yet he could hardly for- 
Al bear laughing, when he heard the Husband ſpit when N 
Mt his Wife bid him, and wiſhed in himſelf that he had ſpit yol 
_ out all his Teeth. The Charm being repeated twice, Hu 
ui the Exorciſts went to Bed again. Frederigo, who came by 
* | thinking to ſup with his Miſtreſs, had brought a good Ma 
k Stomach along with him; and underſtanding the mean- | anc 
1 ing of the Prayer very well, went into the Garden and lici 
1 found the Capons, &. under the great Peach: tree: apt 
be carried chem away with him, and went to Supper at ing 
bu his awn pleaſure. The nexc time they came together, ſho 
#1 they both made themſelves merry with the Charm. It M; 
. is ſaid, that ſhe had put the Aſss Head the right way, Ar 
but that a Countryman going by the Vine, had igno- 90 
rantly turnd it towards Florence, with a long Staff that wt 
he had upon his Shoulder. Some ſay her Prayer was to 
thus, ; | til 


Spirit, go thy ways in peace; it was not me that 
tcturn'd the Aſs's Head. Curſed be he that did it. 1 
b am here with my Husbanc. E18. 
But a very old Woman did aſſure me, that the Story 
was true; and that it was not Fobn of Lorain, but Fobn 
de Nello, that dwelt at St. Peters Gate; juſt ſuch ano- 
ther Wiſeacre as Joby of Larain. 
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peronella Bides her Lover under 4 great Earthen Veſſel. 
Her Hushand coming home, tells his Wife be bad ſold the 


Veſſel. She ſays that fhe bad ſold it ro a Man that was 
now under it, to ſee whether it was ſound or no; The 


' Veſſel being very naſty, the Huiband made it clean, and 


ber Gallant carried it home along with bim. 


OT long fince, a poer Man, a Maſon by Trade, 


IN dwelt at Naples, who married an handſome 


young Woman, whoſe Name was Peronella. The 


Husband getting but very little by his Trade, and ſhe 
by ſpinning, they made hard ſhift to live. A Young 
Man, one day ſeeing Peronella, liked her extreamly, 


| and preſently fell in love with her. By his conſtant So- 


licitations, he ſoon. gained her Good liking. They 
agreed that her Husband going out early every Morn- 
ing to work, Striguario (that was her Gallants Name) 
ſhould hide himſelf ſomewhere to ſee him go out. The 
Maſon lived in an obſcure place, in a little Street called 
Avorio. The Gallant uſed this way ſeveral times with 
good Succeſs ; but one Morning amongſt all the reſt, 
when the Spark had ſeen the Husband go out and went 
to ſupply his place, he that never uſed co come home 
till Night, returned almoſt as ſoon as the other was got 
in. Finding the Door fhut, he knocks, and ſays to him- 
lelf, that he ought to praiſe God, that notwithſtanding 


he was poor, yet he had a very diſcreet Wife. Poor 
| Creature, as ſoon as ever I was gone, ſhe has ſhut the 


Door, to ſecure her from being offered Violence to, 


and to maintain her Reputation. She knowing it was 
| her Husband by his manner of knocking, I am undone, 
| my Dear, ſays ſhe to her Lover, my Husband is ac the 
Door, and I do not know what he will ſay. He * fel 
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dom comes home till Night, I am afraid he ſaw y 
come ifi. Let me beg of you to creep under this Veiſol 
and Iwill go and open the Door, and know what 
him come back fo ſoon. As ſoon as he was hid, ſhe 
went and opened the Door, and, frowning; asked him 
what made him come home ſo ſoon ? You have brought 
back your Tools, do you not intend to work to day? 
How do you think we ſhall have Bread to put in our 
Heads? Do you think you ſhall pawn my Cloths? I ſpin 
both Day and Night till 1 have no Fleſh left on my 
Fingers Ends, and all can get will but juſt buy Oil for 
our Lamp. All our Neighbours laugh at me, and 
wonder that I will take ſo much Pains. And you come 
home now with your Hands in your Pockets, whenyou 
mould be at Work. Then ſhe falls a crying. Unhappy 
Wretch, that J am (ſays ſhe) I preferred you before 
a handſome young Gentleman, that would have main- 
tained me handſomely. Other Women divert themſelves 
with their Gallants; ſome have two, ſome three, and 

ſome five; ride trĩumphant, and ſhew their Husband the 
Moon inſtead of the Sun; but I, poor innocent Creature 
as I am, never think of theſe Follies, but pine and lan- 
guiſh, Why do not I do as others do? 7 would have 
you to know, Husband, that if I would entertain Gal- 
lants, I could have them as well as other Women. 
There are very ſpruce Men that court me, and make 
me very great Offers, but my Heart will not give me 
leave to commit fo black a Crime. My Mother was 
a Virtuons Woman, and I am reſolved to be ſo too, nat- 
withſtanding my Poverty. Her Husband bids her not to 
take on ſo. You may believe that J know you, and 
that I will do your Virtue Juſtice, Tis true, that J 
went out early this Morning, intending to go co work ; 
but neither you nor I knew chat this is St. Galeone's Day, 
which is a great Feſtival, Do not you trouble your felt 
for Bread, I have taken care for enough for above 4 
Month. I have fold this honsſt Man our great Earthen 
Veſtel, for which I am to have a Crown. This as 
* chan 


VE + — Wd - &.. CD TS 


han all the reſt, ſays ſhe,7 have ſold ic already for more 
than you; I am to have a Crown and a half. As ſoon 
3j ever you were gone out, the Man that is under it ta 
ſee whether it is ſound or not, came hither to buy it. 
Methinks one that goes abroad ſo much as you do, 


ſhould know the Price of things better. Io ſell ſuch a 


Veſſel for a Crown! Vou are a fine Man to make a 
Bargain. The Husband was very pleaſed with what 
his Wife had done, and told his Chapman, in regard 
my Wife has ſold ic before, I can ſay nothing more to 
you about it. So away goes he. The Gallant, who 
heard all, comes from under the Veſſel, and ſays, it 
was very ſound, but ſo naſty that he would not buy it, 


unleſs it were made clean. That ſhall be quickly done, 


ſays Peronella; won't you make it clean, Husband ? 
With all my heart, ſays he. Then he ſtrips himſelf to his 
Shirt; lights a candle; goes into it, and begins to ſc ape 
it. His Wife pretending to fee what he did, looks into 
it, and ſays, there, Husband, ſee how naſty it is there, 
ſcrape it clean, ſee what you have left behind there. 
Whilſtthis imple honeſt-meaning man was in the veſſel, 
and ſhe ſhewing him where it wanted cleaning moſt, the 
Gallant who had been ſurprized before he could do 
what he came for, reſolved to do her, as the wild 
Horſes cover the Partbian Mares. So he ſcoured her 
Veſſel whilſt her Husband was ſcouring the other; he 
had what he deſired, pay d for the Veſſel, and ordered 
it to be ſent him homes — 
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Frar Rinaldo baving lain, with his Godſons Mother, was 
caught by ber Huiband, who was made to believe, that 


the Fryar charmed the worms out of bis Godſon. 


Traldo of Siena, a young Gentleman, very hand. 


ſom and of a good Family, had a very great 


| kindneſs for one of his Neighbours, a very beautiful 
Woman, and married to a Man of a very good Eſtate. 
He was of opinion, that if he could contrive how to 
ſpeak to the Lady, without giving her Husband any 
cauſe of ſuſpicion, he ſhould obtain what he deſired. But 


not being able to accompliſh it, and ſhe being big with 


Child, he reſolved to ſtand Godfather; ſo he kept com- 
pany with her Husband, and entertaining him with 
very generous and complemental Converſation, at laſt 
he ſucceeded, according to his expectation. The 
Office of Godfather gave him an opportunity of talking 


to her e he made uſe of to diſcover his Paſſion, 


very coy in hearing them. Some while after, I do nor 
know for what reaſon, Rinaldo turns Fryar. For ſome 


time he ſeemed to have bid farewel to his Amours, and 


many other Vanities; but notwithſtanding his Habit, 
in a ſhort time, he relapſed. He was a very comely Per- 
fon, and a Man of an excellent good Humour; he 
would make Songs, ſet them himſelf, and fing them 
molt charmingly. He went very gay, beyond what his 


Order would modeſtly admit. He was always ſcent» 


ed with Musk and Amber, and ſmelt as ſtrong as a 
Perfumes Shop. Thus gay in Dreſs and Humour, he 
began to pay frequent Viſits to his Miſtreſs, _—_ to 
. - JOUCKE 


| e had already gueſt at by his eyes, and a thou- 
ſand other actions. This Gentleman received no fa- 
tisfaction from his Amours, although the Lady was not 


to 
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ſolicite her more importunately than he had ever done 


' before. She finding her ſe ery hard preſſed, and ſee- 


ing Fryar Rinaldo a very brisk Perſon, anſwered him as 
thoſe uſually do, who are not very backward to comply. 
pryar Rinaldo (ſays ſhe) do Perſons in Holy Orders 

er ſuch things? Madam, when ſays he, I have quitted 


the Habit you now ſee me in, I ſhall look as much like a 


Gentleman as any body. The Lady made up her 
Mouth, and ſaid, how can I do ſuch a thing? Did not 
you ſtand Godfather to my ſon ? It muſt be a moſt im- 
pardonable Sin, and therefore 1 dare not comply with 
your Deſires. A very weighty Reaſon, indeed, ſays 
the Fryar ! I do acknowledg that it is a fort of a Sin 
but how often doth God pardon much greater upon Re- 
pentance? Tell me, I pray, who is neareſt related to 


| to your Son, I that held him at the Font, or your Hus- 


band that is his Father? She ſaid her Husband. Very 
well, ſays the Fryar, and does not he lye with you ? 
Then by conſequence you may lye with me, whoam 
not ſo nearly related to your Son as he is. The Lady, 
who was no great Logician, was, or ſeemed to be, ſa- 
tisfied with his argument. Truly Sir, ſays ſhe, I cannot 
toll what anſwer to make you. At laſt ſhe complied 


| that he might do what he pleaſed, provided it was for 


one time only. The title of Godfather giving them 
many more convenient Opportunities, they did not reſt 


| ſatsfied with one time only. One day when Rinaldo and 


his Collegue were come to ſee his Miſtreſs, who had no 
body with her but one ſervant Maid, very young and 
nice, he ſent his Comrade with her into the Corn Loft 
to teach her a Pater Noſter, whilſt he and the Lady, 
who led her-young Son in her hand, went into her 


Chamber, and fate down to reſt themſelves upon a little 


Bed, which was mare made uſe of for Butineſs than 
Repoſe. As ſoon as the Fryar came in, he throws off 


his Gown, to be more fit for what he was going about. 


Theſe two Lovers had ſcarce enjoyed one happy minute 


together, when the Husband came to the Chamber- 


door, 
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door, knocking, and calling his Wife. Then the Lady 
cries out, I am undone, here's my Husband. Fry 
Rinaldo being without his Cowl, and other Habits, be. 
gan to tremble himſelf. If I had but time, ſays he, to 
put on my Habits, I ſhould find ſome excuſe or other 
but as I now am, we can have nothing to ſay for ou. 
ſelves. You ſhall fee (ſays he) we'll come off well 
enough; only mind carefully what I ſay, and let me 
alone to clear us. Take your Godſon in your arm, 
and be ſure you obſerve what I ſay, that you may (ay 
the ſame. Then the Wife calls out, I am a coming 
my Dear, have only one moments patience. Things 
being all in order, ſhe opens the Door with a gay counts; 
nance, and as ſhe opens it, ſays, I muſt needs tell you, 
my Dear, that Fryar Rinaldo came here in a very lucky 
minute. If it had not been for him we had loft our Son, 
The honeſt Husband hearing this, was fo ſurpriz d, that 
for ſometime he ſaid nothing but, Alas, my good God! 
He fainted away all on a ſudden, and I really gavehim 
over for dead; but Friar Rinaldo luckily came in, and 
took him in his Arms, and affur'd me it was nothing but 
the Worms that gnaw'd his Heart, and would kill hin 
in time if he were not cured of them. But, ſays he to 
me, do not trouble your ſelf about him, for I will charm 
chem ſo that they ſhall all dye, and before I go from 
hence you ſhall ſee your Child as well as ever it was 
And it being neceſſary to ſay certain Prayers, andthe 
Servant not finding you, ſhe and his Collegue went to 
jay ſome in the Grainery, whilſt he and I were alone 
here; becauſe, as it ſeems, no body beſides the Mother 
muſt aſſiſt at theſe Myſteries. He has the Child in hi 
Arms ſtill, and I believe he only waits tili his Comrade 
hass finiſh'd his Prayers. Pray, Husband, do not perplex 
your ſeit, the Child is pretty well recover d already, 
thanks to our good Friend Friar Rinaldo. This Stor) 
paſs d very currant with the poor credulous Husband. 
Alas, ſays he, that ever I was born! Do not talk at 
that rate, ſays ſhe, you'll ſpoil all. Fil go and ſee if all 
1 | 5 15 
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i over, and if it be I will call you in. Friar Rinaldo, 


who diſtinctly heard every Word, and found that the 
Husband had certainly ſwallow'd the Bait, calls out a- 
ſoud, Madam, Is not that your Husband that I hear 
without there ? It is me, my Reverend Father, replies 
the Sor. Come hither then if you pleaſe, and ſee your 
Son in good Health, that your Wife juſt now thought 
to be dead» All that I demand of you is, that you 
make an Image of Wax as big as the Child, in thank- 
fulneſs to God, and put it over-againſt that of St. Am. 
broſe, through whoſe Merits God has reſtor'd your Son 
to you. As ſoon as the Child ſaw its Father, he ran to 
him and hugg'd him, as young ones uſually do. He 
embrac'd it, and wept for tenderneſs, kifling it a thou- 
ſand times, and return'd as many Thanks to his offici- 


' ous and charitable Godfather. The Friar in the Grai- 


nery, who had taught the Servant ſeveral Pater Nofter's, 
underſtanding that the Husband was come home, came 
very ſoftly to a Chink, where he could ſce and hear all 
that paſt in the Chamber; and finding all was well, 
went in to them, and ſaid, Brother Rinaldo, I have ſaid 
the four Prayers that you order'd me. That's very well 
lays Rinaldo, you have very good Lungs, When my 
Godſon's Father came in I had ſaid but two, But the 
Lord hath had regard to both our Labours, and hath 


| perfectly reſtor d the Child. The ſimple Cuckold of 
2 Husband call'd for ſome of his beſt Wine and Sweet= 


meats to treat the two Friars, who ſtood in need of ſuch 
Refreſhments. When they went, he ſhew'd them all 
the reſpe& imaginable, and made them very genteel 
Preſents, and order'd the Image of Wax to be made with 
all expedition, ſetting it up in the Place where Friar 


| Ringldo had order d him. 
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Tofano ſhut bis Wife out of Doors one Night, and veit hei 
Prayers or Entreaties could prevail upon him to let ber in. 
So ſhe goes to the Well and pretend i to throw her ſelf in; 
but throws in a great Stone. Tofano bearing the Noiſe, 
runs out and lea ves the Door open. His Wife gets in, ſhuti 
ber Huiband out, and calls bim all to naug bt. 


Here dwelt a Rich Man in the Village Arezzo] 

whoſe Name was Tefano, who married a beauti- 
ful young Woman named Cbita. He had not been long 
married, before he grew very jealous. She to her great 
Grief ſoon perceiyv'd it, and often ask'd him the occafion 
of his Jealouſie: but he could alledge nothing but ill 
grounded Suſpicions, ſuch as are uſually produc d in ſuch 
caſes. His Jealouſie came to that heighth, that he ſeem- 


ed reſolved to die of a Diſtemper, that he had no 


grounds or reaſon to be troubled with. His Wife at laſt 
began to perceive, that a Gentleman of the Neighbqur- 
hood had a ſort of tender Reſpect for her; and ſhe found 


an opportunity to let him underſtand, that ſhe was very 


ready to do him juſtice. In a ſhore time, they orderd 
matters ſo, that they waited only for a Beute 65 


portunity to put their Deſigns in execution. Amongſt 


other bad Qualities, her Husband was a great Sot alſo, 


She not only commended him for it, but would be the 


firſt her ſelf that would ſolicite him to a Debauch. She 
had been ſo us d to manage him, that ſhe could make 
him drunk when .ſhe pleas'd; and when he was drunk, 
ſhe always put kim to Bed, and made uſe of theſe op 

portunities to enjoy her Gallant ; which ſhe did with fo 
much aſſurance, that he not only came to her, but ſhe 


would often go and ſpend moſt part of the Night with 


him. The Husband beginning to find, that * + 
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raiſed ſeveral ſulpicions in him, and made pim cal her 
Fidelity in queſtion. To find out the truth of the mat 


ter, being a great part of the day in the City, he 
drank nothing at all, and yet came home at nighe 
inging, roaring, and reeling, as if he had been ex- : 
teme drunk. His Wife ſeeing him in this condition 


(as ſne thought) believed that ſhe need not give him 
any more now and ſo put him preſently to Bed, When 
he was laid down, and in all appearance, faſt aſleep, 
he goes out to her Gallant, and tarries with him till 


midnight. Tofano gets up ſoon afterwards, ſhuts the. 
Door faſt on the inſide, and ſtands at a Window to 
ſee when his Wife would return, and to let her kom- 
that he was not ſuch a Woodcock as the thought him. 
He ſtood there long enough to catch his death but at . 


aſt ſhe came, and finding the Doar' ſhut, was ready 
to ſink down with fear. She endeavoured to break it 


could not get in, but bid her go back from whence 


| ſhe came. Fou ſhall never ſer foot again it my 
Houſe; till E have expoſed you and your Intrigues to 


all your Relations and Neighbours. She begged of him 
wih all the earneſtneſs, and ſubmiſſion poſſible, to 


any ſuch place as he thought of; but that ſhe went to 


keep a Neighbour Company, having none at home, to 


drive away the time, becauſe the nights were long; All 


her entreaties were ineffectual. Her obſtinate Husband 


wis reſolved-to. publiſh their common diſgrace. From 


„ vould not let her in, ſhe would make away with her 


put upon me, I Will throw my ſelf into chis Well: Alt 


the World knows you to be à drunken Sor, and People 
will believe that you threw ms im here, in one of 
VVV 
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Wife made him drink, the drunk nothing ber ſelf i: 
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open, but could not. Her Husband let ber- fret for 
ſometime, but at laſt told her it was Labour Toſt : She 


open the Door, proteſting that ſhe did not come front 
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Entreaties ſhe comes to Threats, and tells fim if ble 


felt. What do I care for that ſays he? Before I wilt _ 
ſundergo the diſgracs (ſays ſhe) that you undelervedly 
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Pour mad Fits, ſo you will be put to death as a Mur 

* , deze, or elſe you muſt run your Country, Theſe 
©. 170 had no better effect than her Supplications. Pray 
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God forgive you, ſays ſhe, in a little time you'll find 
whether you did well or no, to drive me into Deſpair. It 
Ave ack night; fo ſhe wen to the mouth ofthe 
Well, and finding a great Stone lying juſt by, ſhe took 
ſt up, and crying out aloud, my God, forgive me, and 

in ſhe throws. it. Tofano, hearing the noiſe that the 
Stone made in falling, did not queſtion but his Wie had 
thrown. her ſelf into the Well. Fear ſeizes him, and 
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goes to try. if he could not ſave her. She had hid her 
Tit juſt by the Door, and whipt in as ſoon as he was 

| * pot out, ſo ſhutting the Door after her, goes to the 
ame Window, where her Husband was before, and 
tteelßz him that he ſhould put Water in when one waz to 
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rink, not When they had drunk, Tofano, hearing, hi 


goes to the Door, finds it ſhyt, and now it was his turn 


o 


Dod ſnall not come in at all, Lam quite tired with your 


* 


nn _ Tofano was very. much inraged to {ee how he was impoſ 
upon, and made a Sacrifice to his Wife's: Malice, and 
began to call her a thouſand, hard Names. The 
= "Neighbours hearing this Diſturbance, got up to their 


Crying. I have born with his Extra vagancies for a long 


future. Tofano told them how the whole. matter was, 


1 
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he runs out of Door, without ſhutting it aſter him, and 


Wie, found that he had a Trick put upon bim, 


to pray for Admiſſion. His Wife was now no longer 
Suppliant: but ſays, Drunken, ſottiſh Beaſt as you are, | 


Debauches. All the World ſhall ſee what a fine courleof | 
lle you have lead, and what ſeaſonable hours you keep. 


Windoms, and asked what was the occalion of all that i 
©. noiſe. Tis the Sot my Husband, ſays the, who comes 
home drunk almoſt every night, and then! ſhe falls 2 


time, and 1 had a mind to ſhut him out once, to fee if 
Shame would oblige bim to lead à better Life for the, 


and threatned her very hard. Don't you ſee his Impu 
dence (lays ſhe: to the Neighbours ?) You all ſee = 
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he is out of Doors, and yet he has the Face to deny 
y judge of the Honeſty and. 
Truth of this Man. He has done what he would a&- + 
cuſe me of, and threw a great Stone into the Well, 
thinking to frighten me. Would to God he had been 
in good Earneſt, to qualifie the Wine that he has 
ſfwalled down to day. Phe Neighbours thought chings 
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more, and that ſhe mightuſe. what freedom the pleaſ 
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what L ſay. You may eaſi 


were ill on Tofano's fide, and began to blame him, tel- 
ling him he was a very ill Man to ſpeak ſuch ſcandalous 
things of his Wife. The noiſe grew ſo great, and run 


ſo currantly from Neighbour to Neighbour, that at laſt 
it came to her Relations Ears, who preſently ran thi- 
| ther, and being informed by one and another of the 
matter of Fact, they laid hold on Tefano, and Thraſht 
him fo ſeverely, that he was almoſt ſtunned. After 

this Exerciſe, they made her open the Door, went in 


1 
* * „ 
9 


and took all her things, and carried her home with 
them. Tofano kept his Bed for ſeveral days, whether 


out of Shame, or on account of the Blows he received. 
17 1 late, he began to find that his Jealous 
Pate had 


made him a publick Jeſt; and beſides, loving 
his Wife very well, he got ſome of his Friends to in- 


tercede with her Relations for her to come home again. 


He promiſed that he would not be Jealous of her any 
provided ſhe did it with ſuch Secreſie and Precautions 
that no body had any Cognizance of it. Thus Tofave, 


like a compleat Coxcomb, made Peace, after he had 
ſuſtained the e e 
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A Fealons Perſon put on Priefts Habit, and Confeſſed bis 
u Wife, who made him believe that ſhe was in love 
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with 4 Prieſt, The Husband ſtood Sentinel all night, 
10 apprebend the Prieſt, whilſt bis Wife ordered her Gal- 

ani to come in at the top of the Houſe, and ſo cheated 
/ t, re 1. 
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X Very rich Merchant lived formerly in Arimine; 
CY whoſe Wife was young, and a perfect Beauty. 
=  *THegrew extreme jealous of her without the leaſt Rea- 
lion, ugleſs becauſe he loved her extraordinarily, and 
Wo: Knew that ſhe was a moſt compleat Perſon; and find- 
ing her very officious to pleaſe him, might fancy that 
every one loved her as well as himſelf, and that all Per- 
ſions (aw her with his Eyes, and that ſhe was as induftri- 
- obs to oblige others as himſelf; which is an Argument 
that ſways only with Men of weak Brains. He kept a a 
very watchful Eye over her, and {he had as little liberty 
as a Criminal condemned to Death. She was not + | 
ly not permitted to go to Church, or te walk out 
into the Streets, but was not allowed ſo much as to look 
out at her Window, Her condition was very miſerable, 
and it was the more intolerable to her, by how much 
ſhe was conſcious of her own innocency. Thus find- 
ing her ſelf made a Martyr to his Caprice, ſhe reſolved: 
it ſhould not be long before there ſhould be ſome true | 
18 reaſon for his ſuſpicions, by which ſhe might alſo have 
= ſome ground of Conſolation. She having not the h- 
berty of chooſing, becauſe ſhe could ſee no body, and 
knowing that a very handſome. young Gentleman 
lodged in the next Houſe, ſhe look'd about to find 2 
Chink in the Partition-Wall, through Which, if ſhe | 
could but once ſee him, ſas might ſpeak to him, 1 | | 
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make him an offer of her Heart, if he would accept 
ol it, and afterwards contrive ſome way to come a lit - 

tle cloſer together; intending thus to ſpend her un- 
happy days, waiting till her Husband was cured of his 
frentick Paſſion. Taking the opportunity of her -Huſ- 
band's abſence, and looking ſometimes on one ſide, 
and ſometimes on another, by chance ſhe eſpied a 
- ſmall Chink in a very private place. It was very diffi- 
cult to ſee what was on the other ſide through it, yet 
ſhe thought that ſhe ſaw a Servant, and was in a tran- 
ſport of Joy at it. She ſent a Maid of hers, who pi- 
tied her misfortunes, and in whom ſhe was ſure ſhe * : 
could confide, who learnt that the Servant, ſhe thought 
ſhe had ſeen on the other ſide, was Philippo himſelf, 
(for that was the Gentleman's Name) who lay alone 
in that Chamber. By often looking through this - 
Chink, and taking off ſometimes a piece of Stone, 
ſometimes a piece of Lime, the at laſt made it ſo big 
that ſhe could ſee him diſtinctly. One day when ſhg 
ſaw him, ſhe threw in ſo much Dirt, that the Gentle- 
man coming to peep to ſee who it was, perceived 
ſome body toſſpeak to him. He preſently drew near, and 
knew the Lady who called him. She having no time to 
"loſe, ſoon told him what a great eſteem ſhe had for 
him. The Gentleman, being extremely pleaſed with 
ſo happy an Adventure, endeavoured all he could to 
make the Chink wider, which was covered on each 
fide witha ſort of Tapeſtry. In a little time the Hole 
became large enough to ſee one another, and touch 
Hands; but they could do nothing more, becauſe of 
the vigilance of the jealous Husband. Chriſt mas being 
near, the told her Husband that the would perform her 
Devotion, and go to Conſeſſion. Then ſays he, what 
occaſion have you to Confeſs, my Dear? What Sins 
hayes you committed? What, ſays the, do you take me 
for a Saint, do not I fin as well as others? If you 
were a Prieſt I would Confeſs to you, but in regard 
bon are not, you muſt not take it ill, if I do not de- 
VVVVVVCC BE Clare 
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Clare my Sins to you. This alarmed his Jealouſſe, ati 
. made him very ſolicitous to know what Sins his Wife 
had committed. He began to think how to bring this 
to pals, and tells her that he was very willing ſhe ſhauld 
go to Confeſſion, provided it was at their own Chap. 
pel, to their own Chaplain, or to ſome other Prieſt ap- 
pointed by him ; on condition, likewiſe, that it ſhould 
be in the morning, and that ſhe would come home di- 
rectly. The Lady, believing ſhe knew his deſign, took 
no notice, but ſaid ſhe was very well content. Chrif- 
ma being come, ſhe gets up in the morning, drefſfes 
her ſelf, and goes to the Chappel, where her Husband 
was got before her. He had managed the affair with the 
Chaplain before hand, and as ſoon as he came habited 
himſelf like a Friar, covering half his Face with the 
Cowl. When ſhe came into the Church ſhe asked for 
the Prieſt, and tells him ſhe came to Confels to hini. 
le told her he could not attend her, but that he would 
Carry her to one that would receive her Confeſſion. 
The next moment ſhe was carried to her Husband, ha- 
bited as we mentioned before. Nothwithſtanding all 
the care he had taken to conceal himſelf, ſhe knew him 
at firſt ſight, and was very glad to ſee her jealous Hul- 
Hand turn Prieſt ; who had put ſome ſmall Stones into 
his Mouth, that his Speech might not betray him. Pre- 
tending to take him for a Prieſt indeed, ſhe falls down 
at his Feet. Having diſpatched the ſmaller. Sins, at laſt 
ſhe tells him that ſhe was married, and yet loved a cer: 
fain Prieſt, who came and lay every night with her. 
The defire his jealouſie created in him of hearing more, 
made him contain himſelf, otherwiſe he was about to 
diſcover himſelf. Then ſays he, does not your Hul- 
band lie with you? Yes ſays the Penitent, Reverend 
Father, he does lie with me. How then, ſays the Con- 
feſſor, is it poſſible for che Prieſt to lie with you? In- 
_ deed holy Father, ſays ſhe, I cannot imagine. what ſort | 
of Man this Prieſt is; but there is no Door but will. 8 
open as foon as he toyghes tr. "He fays allo, . 3 
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ſays ſome words which charm my EHusband aſleep, 
and when he has done it, then he opens the Door, and 


comes in and lies with me. Then ſays the Confeflor, 


you do very ill Madam, and if you would be ruled by 
me, you ſhould do ſo no more. 1 am not able to hin- 


„ der it, holy Father, ſays the Penitent, I love this Prieſt 


ſo intirely. Upon this account, ſays the Father, I can - 


not give you Abſolution. I am very ſorry, ſays ſhe, 
but did not come here to lie; if I were able, I would 
promiſe you very freely. I am very much troubled, 


Madam, ſays the Confeſſor, that you will Damn your 
ſelf at this rate. I will pray to God for you, it maybe 


my Prayers may be of ſome Advantage to you. And 
I will ever now and then ſend you ſome young Clerk, 


to know if they have done you any good or no. Pray 


take eſpecial care, ſays ſhe, my Hnsband is the molt 


Jealous Man in the whole world, and if he ſhould ſee 
him, all Mankind ſhall never perſuade him but that he 
comes thither upon ſome ill deſign. Do not you be | 
concerned about chat, ſays the Father, I will manage 
that matter fo, that he ſhall never ſpeak to you about 
it. It you are ſure of that, ſays the Penitent, do as 
you think fit. The Confeſſion being ended, and the 
Penance ordered, the Lady got up to hear Maſs, aud 
the Jealous Husband went to put of his Habits; when 


he came home his Heart was all full of Revenge, being 


ready to conſume with impatience. till he could ſur- 
prize his Wife's Gallant. When ſhe came home, ſhe 
' ſoon found that her Husband bad a great pain in his 
Mind, notwithſtanding all the care he cook to conceal 
it. Being reſolved to ſtand Sentinel all night, he tells 
his Wife chat he ſhould Sup and lie in the City that 
night, and that he would have her ſee all the Doors 
made faſt, but eſpecially her Chamber-Door. The 
Lady finding things looked with a favourable Aſpect, 

= took a conpenient time to go to the Chink, where; 
making the uſual Sign, the Gentleman, who was upon 
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_ the watch, came immediately. She told him what le 


3 had done, and what her Husband had faid-to her; ad- 
| ding that He was ſure that her Jealous-pated Husband 
Would not go from the Houſe, but keep upon the 
ch all night; and that if he could but get in at the 
tts of che Houſe, nothing could hinder him from 
| - » coming and ſupplying his place. The Lady took cars: 
| _ 10} have the Doors faſt ſhut according to her orders; 
bot Ol tha hs might not come near her. Night be 
iz come, the Lady ceceived her Gallant in a private 
'-* - pace, They made very good ſport with. the method 
that was taken to deceive a Jealous Coxcomb, and 
When it was break of Day, the Gallant went back the 
de way he got in. The Husband, armed Capapee, 
| aich all night at the Door, waiting for the Prieſts 
Doming. When it was day he lay down on a Bed, 
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Ves alot ſtacved with Hunger and Cold. About 
mies Clock he got up, went into his Wife's Chamber, 
2 if he had come a great way off, and dined with hex. 
Aſter Dinner, a little Vouth, who ſaid he came from her 
. | aConfeffor, deſired to ſpeak with her. When He came 
ti bim, the Lad ſaid, her Conſeſſor defired to know 
Whether the Man, He ſpoke to him of, came. She ſent 
back word chat he did not come, and that if he pleaſed: 
des forget him now, He had already done the ſame be- 
.-- - fore, her Inclinations now being quite altered. Her 
|. Jealous Husband continued to keep his watch for ſome 
nights together, which gave his Wife a fair opportunity} 
df enjoying her Lover. At laſt, the Husband, being 
+ fatiguedto no purpoſe, asked his Wife, after a very ſtern, 
manner, what it was He ſaid to her Confeſſor. She 
I '-  .- told im He was not obliged to tell him. Then ſays 
hae, thou baſe perfidious Creature, I do know in de- 
ſpieht of you > but I will allo ænow who the. Prieſt. is 
that lay with you, or elſe I will cut your Throat. She,: 
"ſmiling, anſwered, is it poſſible that a wiſe Man ſhould 
ſliuſter himſelt to be managed by a Woman at this rate? 
= Jealouſie is a ridiculous Paſſion , which makes Per- 
-* Jons take wrong meaſures. 1 told my Conk: 115 
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may ſave your ſelf the trouble of pretending to he 


„make your ſelf the laughing ſtock of all thoſe that 
know your Maggots. If I were inclined to ſerve you 
25 a jealous Husband ought to be ſerved, I would do it 
il you had as many Eyes as Arg, and yet you ſhould 
be never the wiſer. Thus he who fancied he had 
found out his Wife's ſecret Intrigues, perceiving that 
2 , 4 : | ; k 1 
he was ſo craftily impoſed on, had not one word 
to ſay, but thankt God that he was ſo fortunately 
undeceived, and eſteemed his Wife, now, to be a Pat- 
tern of Wiſdom and Vertue. And as before he was 
ealous without any occaſion, ſo for the future he 
ould not, when he had ſufficient reaſon for it. This 
Reformation of the Husband gave che Wife more 
liberty ;-now ſhe had no need to make her Lover comʒe 
to her upon the tops of Houles as Cats do; but by 4 
diſcreet management ſhe could order things fo that he 
,W'vight come in at the Door, and divert her felt wich. „„ 
d bim, without fear or moleſtatioun. 
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fair Lady biing with ber Lover; Lambertuccio, aulf 


4 


* : 
4 ther of ber Admirers, came alſo at the ſame time. 
© Hushand coming bome, Lambertuccio ravs out with bi 
= Sword in his Hand, which the Wife manages ſo, thi 
e aber” fe hom, 
Ti Hoſe that fay that Love makes people Fools, ax 
Fools themſelves. . On the contrary, Love in 
Pires thoſe with Wit that had none before. There yy 
.- .. formerly at Florence a Celebrated. Beauty, that wy 
married to a Knight of very great Merit. But as w 
are ſoon tired with feeding always on the ſame Dj, 
_ - » fo this fair Lady had a ſtrong inclination for a younp 
„Man named Lionesto, a Genteel, Perſonable, Well 
pred Man, who had a very good Eftate, though ofm 
extraordinary Family. His Affections for her being f 
- Jeaſt- equal to hers, neither of them requiring mud 
>. Courtſhip, it was not long before they gave each oth 
= Teciprocal Proofs of their Love. Lionetto was not thi 


ol 


oon Admirer of this Lady. There was one Limbo: 
” _ Fzecio, allo paſſionately in Love with her, but he bs 
ing a homely, ungenteel Perfon, ſhe could not in th 
leaſt fancy him After he had done all he could . 
Letters and Meſſages, he did not find her in che leaſt why. 
_  ,clinable to condeſcend to his humble Requeſt; ſo 
Ang leſt to ſigh in vain, without the leaſt hope, he gal 
- ;the Lady to underftand, that if ſhe could not give] 
more favourable reception to his Paſſion, he wouldtal 
uch methods, as would, make her Reputation ſcand 
lous, and bring her. Honour in queſtion, . She Rat 
the Mag well enough, and doubted not but he woul 
dos as he laid; fo ſhe was obliged, by neceſſity, to 
tat through Fear, which fhe would not do for Lo 
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Madam I{abells (for that was the Lady's Nam 29 uſually 
ſpent cha hummer in the Country, where ſhe had a very 
-xſant Houſe. | She had been there but a few days, 


— her Husband received a Letter which obliged 


eing alone, ſent for Lionetta to come and keep her 


Nbackward to go or not. Lambertuccio, alſo, having 
heard that her Husband was gone out of Town, to 


nuch afraid as ſhe, and ſo hid himſelf very con- 
tencedly. Then ſhe bid them open the Door. Lumber 


4 


ſerved Recompence, and he was a man that would not 
N the leaſt depart from his Right. It happened that 
he Husband, who was not expected ſo ſoon, unfor- 
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Y * 


teln diſturbed their Diverſions. 
es was brought in by a Servant that came run- 
bie quite out of breath, to tell them that their 


perplexity to have two Men with her at once, 


Fertuccio's Horſe was tied in the Court, which the be 
ring her Husband had ſeen already, made her very un- 
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kim to take Horſe and go a long Journey. The Lady, 
Company. I'll leave you to guels whether he was very 


Horſe, and came alone to ſee her. He knocks, aSet= 
yant comes to open the Door, but as ſoon as ſhe fa 
Limbertuccio, ſhe ran to Whiſper her Miſtreſs in be 
Far, This was a moſt unhappy Accident, but the 
ſtanding in fear of him, deſired Lionerco to hide him 
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twccio diſmounts, and ties his Horſe to a Ring that was 4 
in the Wall. The Lady went and received him ace 
the Stairs, with a pleaſant Countenance, and asked What 

ms the occalion of that Viſit. Then he, embracing - 
her, ſays, that knowing her Husband was gone from 

home, he came to bear her Company. She thanked + 
him, and deſired him to walk in. So much trouble de- - 
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This unhappy 


Maſter was now in the Court. The Lady was in great 


ale, But as Love is generally ingenious, ſhe con- 
Ived a very pleaſant Excuſe all on a ſudden. Lam. 
Frtuceio (fays The) if you love me, and are deſirous = ; 
prelerve my life, draw your Sword, and go down Stairs 
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in à Rage, and mount your Horſe 
nmithons anſwering any en only ſay, 
HForſe ang ride away. The Husband, 

Horſe in the Court, began to raiſe Conjectures, an 
Jas about to go up Stairs, but hearing a great noiſ 


* 
- 


N 


* ” 5 
* 
Y "7 
F . 


5 
+ 


"I Py 
. 
- - 


* 
[ . 
13 NEE: - 
„ . 
3 | 8 I 
8 * MI ” fl 
þ - 


open, he came in a great Conſternation, and throw: 
ing himſelf at my Feet, cries, ſave me dear Lady, for 
Gods ſake, here is a Perſon will murder me. Preſently 
I got up, to ſee who he was, and all on a ſudden il 


comes Lambertuccio, with his Sword drawn, ſaying 


. 
1 
p / _- 


hk 


much in Paſſion as he was, he had ſo much Diſcretion 


dam, to prevent any bodies being killed here. 
has hid himſelf, ſays the Wife. The Husband call? 


58 netto, Who was more afraid of the Knights retuſh | 
than Laywbertuccio's Anger, What is the buſineſs by 


- B i * 5 4 & 4 j | | 
x; Boccace s: Mert. 
5 r N 5 F . | 
very haſtily, 3 
4 lip 


5 
"2 


_ 


upon. bum ſometime or orher, and en ſet Spurs to Ve 


: ſeeing'a ſtrang 


and ſeeing. Lambertuccio coming in a great heat, et 


with riding, or vexation at his coming home, he ail * 
him what's che matter, Sir? 7 ſhall light upon bim ſom 
or other, ſays Lambertuccio, very angrily  andlo mount 
lets Spurs to his Horſe, and rides away. Her Husbag 
goes in, and finds his Wife, upon the Stairs, all ig 
Confuſion. What is the meaning of all this, Madam ( 
* fays he? Who is it that Lambertuccio looked for? In 
Lady got hearer her Chamber, that Lionetto might hey 
her, I as never ſo much afraid in all my whole lf 

before (Jays the.) A young Man, that Lambertucy 
purſued . 
Houſe. A Chamber-Door happening unluckily tobe 


with his Sword in his Hand, ran into ou 


where is this Villain, VII cut him in a hundred piech 


Then I got hold of the Door, and kept him out. k 


aud Reſpect, not to offer me any Violence; ſo, after x 
had troubled me for ſome time, he went away juſt . 3 
vou ſaw him. You have acted very prudently, M 


would have been very ſcandalous; and Signior Lamb 
but where is this young Man? I cannot tell where 


loud, come out boldly, Friend. Then out creeps I 
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proteſt t 


ſlecio as you think fit. After Supper he ordered him a 


the ill· natured Conjectures that People made” con- 


ſlpicion that he gs impoſed upon by his Wife. 
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his Paſſion to ber, who Eives it a very Rind entertam- 


inder pretence of a meeting ſhe was'to bawe with Lodo- 


bis Maſter, pretend ing to take bim for bis Wife." © 
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K Gentleman, of F aris, not 
long ago, who falling into decay, turned Mer- 


Ledovico, whom he did not bring up to Trade, but Edu- 
ited him like a Gentleman; and entered him into the 
Krvice of the King of France, where he became a 
en brave Man, Whilſt he was at Court, ſome Gen- 
| | . ; . SEP ir” | Rf F tlemen 
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an irt you and Signior Lembertzccio, ſays the Husband? 

| to you, Sir, that I know nothing (lays Liaverts) 
hich makes me believe that either he took ine for ſome 
ady elſe, or that he is Mad. As ſoon as he'faw me, hes 
m at me With his naked Sword, ſwearing he would be 
te death of me; I had not time to ask him for What. 1 
Ein as faſt as I could, and got in here, where your _. 
Lady had the goodneſs to protect me from this hots 
brain d Man. I am very glad, replies the Husband, 
hat matters are ſo well. Aſſure your ſelf I will fe _ 
you ſafe at home; and then you may manage Lamber= 


xrning this Adventure, the Knight never had che leaft - 
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Lodovico, being in love with Madam Beatrice, diſcovers | 
ment. The Lady ſends ber Huiband mio the Garden, 


vico, who lies with bi Miſtreſs, and afterwards bears 1 5 


borence, dwelt in Paris, not 


unt, and was ſo ſucceſsful, that he grew very rich in a 
tort time. He had only one Son, whoſe name was 


* 


Horſe, and conducted him to Florence. The ſame 
Frening Lionetto talked with Lambertuccio, by the Lady's 
ire&ion, which ſucceeded ſo well, that mauger all 
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q had ſuch a kindneſs for him, that ha not only enttuſted 
In wich the ſole management of his Affairs ; but with 


th his 
o had not yet perceived the Paſſion he had for her, 
tough ſhe would often commend his accompliſhed De- 


Hunting, leaving Anichino at home wi 


her, let her win, but managed it ſo, as if he could not 


being gone, and the t WO Gameſters left alone, A- 
, fetches a deep ſigh. She looking in his Face, ſays, 


matter than our Play. 1 defire you, replies ſhe, by: the 


ſhould tell you, and will you alſo promiſe me to tell no 


body elſe ? Speak freely, lays the Lady, I do aſſure you 


Fame of your Beauty obliged. me to love you before I 
ſay you, The deſire of ſeeing you made moe to take a 


creaſed my love, and this is the only reaſon made me 
be a Servant in your. Family; Therefore, dear Lady, 
have ſome tenderneſs and pity ſor a poor unhiappy 
Pretch that loves you beyond His own life; or, conti- 


buy for me, ſuffer me to ſerve you as a Domeſtick, as I 
haue done for ſome conſiderable time, and only give 


prailed-upon this account. Thou never didſt delight 
d Sighs and Tears. Prayers have always prevailed 
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the.care of his own Perſon.. Signior Egeno being gone 


Cheſs, with ber, and Anichina, having a deſire to oblige # 


lp it, which pleaſed her very much. The Company ; ; 
What's. che matter Auicbino? Are you ſorry that I win. . 
Ah! Madam, ſays he, my Sigh proceeds from greater 

bye you bear me, to tell me from whence ic proceeds. . 
Upon this, Auicbino fetched another, as long again as the 


former, and ſhe again deſires him to tell her what made 
hum ſigh 3 Will not you be angry, Madam, if 


Ivont be angry, nor will I cell any other Perſon of it. 
Then, Madam, give me leave to tell you, that the + 


purney to Bologna, the ſight. of you has wonderfully 


nes he, with Tears in bis Eyes, if you cannot have any 


leave to love you. Oh moſt excellent ſweetneſs 
A Bolopnian Blood! How deſetvedly art thou to be 


hat be would do nothing without him. At laſt he = 
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buour appointed, and laying his Hand upon her Boſom, 
found her awake. She takes hold of his Hand wih 
boch hers, and ſhook the Bed ſo much, that ſhe awaled 
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_ perſuaded” that What he ſaid was true, and fetching, 
 -  a;deep ſigh her ſelf, ſays, you have too much reaſon ta 
hope, you have found the Secret to touch my Heat, 
which no Perſon could ever de before you. 
14 it already, and I now promiſe you, that before to mot 
tom night is ended, you ſhall have ſufficient proof of it 
My Chamber Door ſhall be open, be ſure you fail not 
t come about midnight. Lou know on which {ide 
I lie, come on that fide, and if Lam aſleep, ſhake me 
till 1 Wake; ſo for better ſecurity of the performance 


of. my Promiſe, take this Kiſs as a pledge. Egans cams: 
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ber Husband. Laſt night, ſays ſhe, I was not willing 
to peak to you becauſe yaw were very wear: 
tell me, now, which you think to be the molt faithful 
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gresteſt kindneſs for? What makes you ask me this 
QQuneſtion? you know very wel 
8 any other. Anichinofinding that his Maſter was awake, 
hae could, but ſhe holding him fo faſt, put him paſt all 
© dub; that he was betrayed. Lehought fo once my felt 
+» fayshs Wife to him, but now I am convinced to the 
doontrary. Could you think he had the impudence ta 


Eyes, I have promi ſed to meet him in the Garden un: 

dae the Pine- Tree, where you'll find him as ſoon as i, 
Hach ſtruck Twelve. Therefore take my Night · Gon 
and put my Head. dreſs on your, Head, and go and Ray} 
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upon thee, and made thee ſgnfible of amorous defires,, ſpeak 


The Lady logking«tedfaſtly upon Anic bino, vas fully, Ml jean: 


4. © 


You have 


ne weary from Hunting, ſupped and went to Bed 
he Lady was not long after him, and left her Cham 


open, as ſhe had ſaid. Anicbino came at the; 


. 


5 


: but pray 
of all your Servants, and which of them have you tha 


2 3 that I loye Anic bin 
better than any of them, and wall cruſt him more than 


ting his own name, would have gone away if 


make love to me? but to convince you by your own! 


under the Pine · Tree and '0W 1] foon ſee whether Þ 


— On 


N OVYE L LXVI r 
beak truth or not. It is good to be undeceived ( ſays 
Fram) and feeling about the Gown and Head - dreſe, 
he found them, and put them on as well as he could, 
and went into the Garden. When he was gone, the 
Lady got up and ſhut the Door. Anichino who was 
almoſt dead with Fear, and had Curſed his fond Credu- 
Ity a thouſand times, was almoſt raviſhed at ſuch an 
hppy Iſſue, and without any more Ceremony, un- 
drefſes himſelf and goes to Bed to her, with an inex- 
bpeſſible joy? When the Lady thought it time for him 
to unrooſt, ſhe made him get up, and take a good 
Cudgel and go under the Pine, where finding her Huf- 
band dreſt as he had heard, pretending to be very firm 
to his Maſters intereſt, he ſhould Entertain him with 
ſome good Blows attended with hard Words and re- 
proaches, as if he had ſpoken to her, ſaying that he had 
not appointed this meeting, but only to try her Vertue. 
Anichino executed her Orders very: punctually. When 
Egano ſaw him coming he got up to receive him, but 
25 ſoon as Anicbino came near him, he Salutes him with 
two or three good Blows. Baſe Woman ( ſays he) 
receive the reward your perfidiouſneſs to the beſt of 
Husbands deſerves. Did you think that I was as falſe as 
your ſelf, and fo Villanous, to abuſe ſo good a Maſter, 
who is ſo very kind to me? You deſerve to be beaten 
to death. Then he lays on ſtoutly again. Egano hear- 
ing theſe Words, and feeling his Bones ake with Cud- 
gelling, ran away as faſt he could, without ſpeaking a 
word. Anichino follows railling againſt him, and pro- 
teſting that he would acquaint his Maſter with it. E- 
[game returning to his Wife, the askt him if Anichino 

came according to appointment. Would to God for 
me ( ſays he) he had not. come, he took me for you, 
and I think had a mind to beat my Brains out. And 
if had been the moſt lewd Woman alive, he could 
not have called me worſe names. Indeed I could ſcaros 
think that he would offer ſuch an abuſe to me. He 
hw that you were brisk 2 jolly, and ſo had a * 
Hi ir 


„„ A ” 


Ws 2 Wo == So CT && 
4 * 1 AS 
ind = % - 8 


8 — „ r 2 „ HE RO r >: 3-4 Lao aw r IBS nn, [th — wp 
F . 02 * * 5 * 


a % R > wk. Tm nu. 


19 
8 oe 
< ; 
0 % 1 - ö 
3 3 
E LY - 
wy 2% * 
7 Wo p 
3 Y 
= + 9 . 1 
* 4 


7 
% 


* 


2̃ deep ſigh her ſelf, too mud to 
' - hope, you have found the Secret to touch my Heat, 
which no Perſon could * 
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115 5 it already, and I now promiſe you, that before to mor; 


tn night is ended OY 7h 2 
My Chamber - Doœr ſhall be open, be ſure you fail nat, 
to come about midnight. 


ti 1 wake; ſo for better ſecurity of the performance, 
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boch hers, and-ſhook the Bed ſo much, that ihe awaked: 
her Husband. Laſt night, ſays the, 
do peak to you becauſe yqu were 
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I was not willing 


very weaty: but pray 


del ime, nom, which you think to be the moſt faith | 
„ Which of them have you the 
grestell kindneſs for? What makes you ask me thi 


Queſtion? you know very we 
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bol all your Servants, and 


U that I love ee 
better than any of them, and will cruft hum more than 
an other. Axicbino finding that his Maſter was awake, 


| ſhe holding him fo faſt, put him paſt all 
E - douk; that he was betrayed. I thought ſo once my felt] 
| fayshis Wie to him, but nom 1 am convinced to the 
5 2 but to convince you by your, o 
Eyes, I have promi ſed to meet him in the Garden ups 
| der che Pine. Tree, v Therefore take my Night- Gong 


FOO he could, but 


think he had the impudence to 
wake love to me 


re you'll find him as ſoon as i 


hath ſtruck Twelve. NI * 
' _ and put my Head. dreſs on your, Head, and go and ſtay 


he Pine - Tree, and you'll foon ſee * 
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ſpeak truth or not. It is good to be undeceived ( ſays 
Igo) and feeling about the Gown and Head - dreſe, 
te found them, and put them on as well as he could, 
and went into the Garden. When he was gone, the 
Lady got up and ſhut the Door. Anicbino who was 
amoſt dead with Fear, and had Curſed his fond Credu- 
ly a thouſand times, was almoſt raviſhed at ſuch an 
happy Iſſue, and without any more Ceremony, un- 
refſes himſelf and goes to Bed to her, with an inex- 
rreflible joy? When the Lady thought it time for him 
to unrooſt, ſhe made him get up, and take a good 
Cudgel and go under the Pine, where finding her Huf- 
band dreſt-as he had heard, pretending to be very firm 
to his Maſters intereſt, he ſhould Entertain him with 
ſome good Blows attended with hard Words and re- 
proaches, as if he had ſpoken to her, ſaying that he had 
not appointed this meeting, but only to try her Vertue. 
Anichino executed her Orders very; punctually-. When 
Igano ſaw him coming he got up to receive him, but 
a5 ſoon as Anichino came near him, he Salutes him with 
two or three good Blows. Baſe Woman ( ſays he) 
receive the reward your perfidiouſneſs to the beſt of 
Husbands deſerves. Did you think that I was as falſe as 
your ſelf, and ſo Villanous, to abuſe ſo good a Maſter, 
who is ſo very kind to me? You deſerve to be beaten 
to death. Then he lays on ſtoutly again. Egano hear- 
ing theſe Words, and feeling his Bones ake with Cud- 
gelling, ran away as faſt he could, without ſpeaking a 
word. Anicbino follows railling againſt him, and pro- 
teſting that he would acquaint his Maſter with it. E- 
eo returning to his Wife, ſhe askt him if Anicbino 
came according to appointment. Would to God for 
me (ſays he) he had not. come, he took me ſor you, 
and I think had a mind to beat my Brains out. And 
it I had been the moſt lewd Woman alive, he could 
not have called me worſe names. Indeed I could ſcaros 
think that he would offer ſuch an abuſe to me. He 
lam that you were brisk ny jolly, and fo had a mind — 
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made good uſe of, all the time Anichino ſtaid at Bolqgua 


chiefeſt care to look after his Wife. The Lady wa 
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try you, I wiſh he had done it more gently, but I fhal 
love him never the worſe for it. In regard he is b er. 
juſt and faithful, ſays his Wife, it is but reaſon we 
ſhould confider how to requite him for it. You ſy mn 
very true, ſays Egano, no Man deſerves it bette;, 
When he came to conſider of this Adventure at his oft 
leifure, he believed that he had the moſt diſcreet Wife, WM © 
and the moſt faithful Servant of any Man in the World; I dat 
and gave the Lovers a ſecure opportunity, which they 
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A Woman who bad a very jealous Husband, ty d a Thru) dow 
to ber Toe when ſhe went to bed, by which ſhe informd III esc 
ber Lover, whether be ſhould come or no. The Busban i Cha 
found it out, and bil he purſued her Lower, ſhe put and 
ber Maid in ber place. He takes her for his own Vi, Hust 
beats ber, cuts off ber Hair, then fetches bis Wife's Rela com 
tions > who finding what he ſaid to be falſe, fall wil mou! 

| foul upon him. | purp 


Rriguccio Berlinghieri, a rich Merchant in N. 

rence, being deſirous (as moſt of that profeſſion At |; 
are) to make himſelf a Gentleman by marriage, & 
pouſes a young Lady of Quality, whoſe name ws happ 
Siſmunda; one far above his Degree and Character 
Merchants being very often abſent from home, and 
the Lady very often a Widow, took a liking to 1 
young Gentleman, whoſe name was Ruberto, who had 
courted her a long time. They began in a little tim 
to be ſo careleſs in their Converſation, that the Hut 
band having cognizance of it, either from his o 
knowledge, or trom the report of others, grew cM; 
tream jealous ; he ftaid always at hame, and made it hi 


ve 
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very uneafie under this confinement, which put her 


under an impoſſibility of enjoying her Lover. Her 


mind being continually imploy'd, whether out of her 
own inclination, or urged by the continual ſolicitations 
of the Gentleman, to find out ſome expedient for their 
enjoying each others Company z at laſt ſhe fancied, 
that ſhe had lit upon it. Obſerving that her Husband 
was, a good while before he fell aſſeep, but when he 
was it was very hard to wake him; ſhe acquainted her 
Lover, that if he would come to their Door about 


Midnight, ſhe would come to him as ſoon as her Hus- 
I band was ſound aſleep. And her Chamber being next 


the ſtreet, ſhe told him, how he might give her notice 
of his coming, ſhe would hang a Thread out at a Win- 
dow, one end of which ſhould come down within a Mans 
teach of the ſtreet, and the other ſhould be in her 
Chamber to tye to her Toe when ſhe went to Bed: 
and that when he pluckt this Thread, if her jealous 
Husband were alleep, ſhe would let her end go, and 
come down and open the Door; but if he were not, ſhe 


would hold it faſt, to prevent his waiting there to no 


purpole. Ruberto was pleaſed with the Project, came 
often to the place appointed; ſometimes be ſaw his 


Miſtreſs and ſometimes went away without ſeeing her. 


At laſt it happened, that Si/munda being aſleep, and 
her Husband awake, putting his feet out of Bed he 
happens co light upon the Thread, and as every Acci- 
dent adds Fuel to the fire of Jealouſie, he preſently ſuſ- 


pects a Plot in it, but at jaſt he was fully perſwaded, when 
he took it in his hand, and found it was ty'd to his 
Wiles great Toe, and ſo went out at the Window, 


and hung down into the ſtreet. He cuts it very ten- 
derly, and tyes it to his own Toe to find oat the 
Myſtery. He had ſcarce done ſo, but the Gallant comes, 


and plucking the Thread a litele harder than ordinary, 


breaks it, which he took for a good fign, and fo waits 


Wor her coming. The Husband fetches his Sword, goes 


to the Door, reſolving to fight whoever he found there. 
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84 Boccace's Novels. 
He opened the Door ſo furiouſly, that the Gallant 
ſuppoſed it was not his Miſtreſs,but her jealous Husbang, 
fo ran away, and the other followed him. Rubery 
finding that he was purſued, drew his Sword and faced 
him. They fought a good while without any hurt 
on either fide. The Neighbours hearing the noiſe 
looked out of their Windows to ſee where it was, and 
ſo ran out to part them. Berlingbieri not being willing 
to be known, went home as wile as he came out. Du- 
ring this Combat, Siſmunda wakes, and finding the 
Thread cut, preſently imagined that her Intrigue wa 
diſcovered, and that her Husband was in purſuit of Ru. 
berto. Being at a ſtand what to do in this bad buſineſ, 
up ſhe gets, dreſſes her ſelf with all ſpeed, and began 
to contrive how to acquit herſelf, She called her Maid, 
who knew all her Secrets, and who was always ready to 
do her all the good Offices the could. She perſwaded her 
to go and lye in her place, and patiently endure all the 
Blows her Husband gave her, without making her 
ſelf in the leaſt known to him ; promifing to rewardher 
according to her own hearts content. Then ſhe put 
out the Candle, which her Husband, through Jealouſie, 
kept burning all Night long, and then went and hid 
| herſelf in a longing expectation what the iſſue of thi 
buſineſs would be. Berlinghieri had no ſooner ſet hi 
foot in the Chamber, but he roars out like a Madman, 
Where are you wicked Wretch ? Your putting out the 
Candle ſhall do you no good. You ſhall never el 
Cape thus. The he goes to the Bed ſuppoſing his Wife 
had been there, beats the Maid unmercifully, makes 
her face all black and blue, and at laſt cuts off her 
Hair; offering her other Abuſes, that modeſty will not 
permit me to tell. This poor Creature cried bitterly, il 
as ſhe had good reaſon to do; and though ſhe often 
_ cried, Sure this is enough, yet her Voice was fo faint, ani 
he in ſuch a tranſport, that he was not ſenſible of hi 
miſtake, At laſt being quite tired with beating and 
abuſing her, he goes away, ſaying, You ang g | 
8 | Calt; 
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Feaſt, I will never have any thing more to do with 
you. I'll go and fetch your Relations, and give them 
in account what a precious life you lead. The Lady 
who was not far off, hearing her Husband go out, went 
into her own Chamber, lights the Candle, and found the 
Maid in a very lamentable Condition. She comforted 
her as well as ſhe could ; ſent her into her own Cham- 


and gratified her fo liberally at her Husbands expence, 


Afterwards ſhe went and made her own Bed, and 
dreſt her ſelf very agreeably, and fits down to work as 
quietly, as if nothing had happened. All chis while, 
Berlinghieri runs up and down to her Brothers-in-law, 
and her Mother-1n-law: He knocks, they let him in; 


They ask him what made him come at ſuch an unſea- 
ſonable Hour, when people ſhould be at reſt, He tells 
them what had hapned from the beginning to the end; 
and to prove that he ſaid nothing but what was true, he 
ſhews them the Hair which he thought he had cut off 
from his Wife's Head, and deſires them to go to her 
and tell her, that he would never ſee her again. Her 
Brothers were very much concerned at what they heard, 
believing it too true, ordered Lights to be litt, and go in 
all haſt to ſee their Siſter, reſolving to have her puniſhed 
| ſeverely, The Mother on the other fide, as women 
generally do, making large allowances for the frailties of 
Nature, follows them weeping, and entreating ſome- 
times one, ſometimes another, to examine into mat- 
ters before they determined ſo poſitively; Anger 
(lays ſhe) magnifies all objects. Otherwiſe he would 
„not have uſed his Wife as he has done, and now would 
"WW fain excuſe himſelf at the expence of her Honour. 
My Daughter was brought up too well to be guilty of 
| any ſuch vile actions. Vertue i entailed upon our Fa- 
mily, and was always to be found there in a greater 
or leſs Degree. When Si/munda, who ſate upon the 
, " 73 Stairs; 
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ber, did privately whatever was neceſſary for her, 


that ſhe owned herſelf that ſhe was nobly rewarded, 


he makes ſuch a noiſe that he alarmed every body. 
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86 Boccace's Novels. 
Stairs, ſaw her Brothers coming, ſhe gets up and goes; 
to them, ſaying, What's the matter Gentlemen? Sure 
ſome unfortunate thing or other has happened, that yon 
come to me at this time of the Night ? Her Brother; 
ſeeing her compoſed, and pleaſant as the uſed tobe, be. 
gan to be ſomewhat cooler. Madam, ſay they, your 
Husband makes grievous Complaints againſt you, and i 
will be beſt for you to tell us truly how matters are. 1 
do not know what you mean ſays ſhe, and I cannot 
eaſily believe that my Husband complains of me. Ber. 
lingbieri, who thought that he had almoſt beat her 
Head to a Conſerve, ſeeing not the leaſt ſign of any 
Blow on her Face, was ſo amazed, that he ſtood like 4 
Man bewicched. Her Brothers told her all that her 
Husband had ſaid, not forgetting the Thread, and the 
Blows hg gave her. Then ſhe turning to her Husband 
ſays, Sir, do you take pleaſure in raifing ſtories to 
mine and your own Diſhonour 2 Or have you a mind 
to have the Character of an ill Husband without de. 
ſerving it? Since yeſterday Ten-a- Clock at night you 
have not ſeen me, but more than that, you have not 
been at home, pray then, when was it, that you beat 
me ſo ? For my part I can remember nothing of it. 
How, perfidious Wretch, ſays Berlinghieri ? Did not we | 
lie together laſt Night? Did not I come back after I had 
purſued your Gallant? Did not I beat you as long as! 
could ſtand over you? And did not I cut your Hair off? 
For want of better Proof, ſays the, I only can deny the 
two firſt Articles. But for the two laſt, I have ſufficient to 
Evince the contrary. You never yet were fo hard 
hearted to ſtrike me. Women of my Quality are not 
to be uſed at that rate, and if you had ever had the Impu- 
dence to attempt it, I ſhould have tore your Eyes out. 
- You beat me laſt night ! Pray ſhew me where the Marks 
are. Sure they cannot be well ſo ſoon: If you cut off 
my Hair, I knew nothing of it, but the truth of thats 
ſoon to be ſeen. So ſhe throws her Head-cloths off, 
and her fair long Locks fell all about her Ears, Here's 
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1 fine noiſe about nothing ( ſays her Brothers. in- law) 
jou ſee you are quite confuted in one part, and we 
beliere you'll ſucceed no better in all the reſt. Berling- 
rj was fo confounded at what he ſaw, that the more 
„be endeavoured to ſpeak, the more his Tongue failed 
ur him. His Wife being not a little pleaſed at the Dil- 
| ir order he was in, ſaid to her Brothers, Gentlemen, I 
I Ml perceive that he has a mind that I ſhould give you an 

ot account of his Courſe of life. I am apt to believe, that 
. phat he told you has befallen him. This very worthy 
er M Gentleman, that ought to kiſs the very Ground that 
iy Wl 1 go upon, and ſhew me all thereſpe& imaginable upon 
2 the account of my Family, treats me with the greateſt 

er Contempt. He does nothing but run from Tavern to 
he MW Tavern, and when he is drunk, then he goes from one 
1d MW Whore to another, making me ſic up for him all night 
to long, juſt as you found me; ſometimes he comes home 
dat Midnight, ſometimes not till Morning. You'll find 
e. chat he has got drunk, as he uſed to do, and lain with 
ſome naſty Punk or other, and waking found a Thread 
upon her Toe, and uſed her as he told you; beat her, 
cut her Hair of, and now would make you believe it 
was m2. See bur what a figure he makes ; he is not 
quite ſober yet. Let me beg of you not to reſent thoſe 
little mean things he has ſaid of me; I forgive him with 
all my heart, and defire you would do ſo too. How, 
{:ys her Mother, with her Eyes ſparkling wich Anger, 
ought luch Abuſes as theſe to be pardoned ? A Fellow 
that we ralſed out of the Dunghil, A pitiful little Mer- 
chant of Eel-Skins ; ſhall he treat a Woman of your 
| Quality at this rate ? Theſe little Fellows that come 
rom the Plough-tail, and look like Chimney-Swee- 
pers, ſhall no ſooner get a little Money in their Pockets, 
but forſooth they muſt be allied to the beſt Families. 
Then they pretend to Coats of Arms, and talk of no- 
thing but their Anceſtors, as if they were deſcended 
from a very antient Family. I little thought my 
Daughter ſhould ever marry ſuch a ons as you are, 
| G 4 or 
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or indeed, Daughter, that you ſhould be the Wife of ſo 
baſe a ſpirited Creature; and now to requite all the kind - 
neſſes that have been done him, he runs up and down 
the Town at Midnight, proclaiming you a Whore. 
But, Gentlemen, it was you made this match, and tis 
you ought to revenge the Injury that 1s done to your 
Blood. I cannot tell how you reſent things of this 
nature, but if I were in your place, it ſhould go nigh to 
eoſt him his Life. Her Brothers began to be very much 
incenſed, but yet more moderate than the Mother; 
they gave him groſs Language and ſaid as bitter things 
to him as revenge could inſpire them with; and con- 
cluded, ſaying, they would pardon him for this time, 
provided he be more diſcreet for the future; but if they 
ſhould ever hear of any ſuch thing again, that they 
would doubly requite it. When they were all gon, 
Berling hier: ſtood like one that was ſtupifed, not 
knowing whether what had paſſed were a Dream or. | 
not. Thus did his VVife by her cunning management 
not only extricate herſelf out of a ſcandalous Affair, but 
alſo put herſelf in a Capacity to do what ſhe pleaſed 
with impunity. 


— 
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NOVEL IXIX% 


Lydia, the Wife of Nicoſtratus, being in love with Pyr- 
' rhus, did Three things to convince bim of the Sincerity of 
ber Affection. And though ſhe diverted berſelf with ber 
Lover before her Husband"s Face, yet ſhe made him be- 
lieve, that what he ſaw was not true, © 


5 Tcoftratus, a Gentleman of Argos, which is an an 
VN tient City in Acbaia, being pretty well in years, 
marry'd a young Lady, whoſe Name was Lydia. She 
was a Woman of a notable Spirit, as well as Beautiful. 
Being very rich, he liv'd very great: his main Delight 
was in Hunting, and he kept a great many Dogs, 
Hawks, and Seryalits He low d one Fyrrbus, a young 
Es 2 R 


6 
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handſome, proper, genteel Man, above all the reſt of 
his Servants, and repos'd great Truſt and Confidence 
in him. His young Wife loved him alſo, but after a 
more paſſionate manner; ſo that ſhe was never pleasd 
but when ſhe ſaw him or talked with him. Whether 
pyrbus did not, or would not, perceive the favourable 
Sentiments his Miſtreſs had for him, they did not in 


plexity, and not being able to contain any longer, re- 
ſolved to ſpeak to him. She calls a Chambermaid of 
hers called Luſca, whoſe Fidelity ſhe had experienced, 
and ſays, The Civilities you have received at my hands, 


e, Les, ought to oblige you to Obedience and Fidelity: 


but above all things I command you Secretie. I am 
) Wl Young, Rich and Handſome; and there is nothing 
, WW thatI could wiſh for, if my Husband were but of my 
© Age and Humour. I cannot much boaſt of his Conju- 
gal Performances; and I am not ſuch an Enemy to my 
ſelf, not to look for that abroad, which I cannot have 


you think moſt convenient; and perſwade him to come 
to me as ſoon as you have told him. Her Confident 
was no ſooner gone, but ſhe found Pyrrbus very oppor- 
tunely, and deliver'd her Meſſage after the beſt manner 
ſhe could. Pyrrbus, who had never perceiv'd any thing 
by his Miſtreſss Carriage towards him, was very much 
ſurpriz d, thinking ſhe had laid a Snare for him; ſo an- 
| ſmerd very ſmartly, I do not believe Madam Lydia bid 
you tell me ſo; and when I am convinc'd that ſhe did 
give you ſuch Orders, I ſhall be of opinion, that ſhe 
| only defign'd to make a Jeſt of me, if I ſhould ſeem to 
accept of her Offer. But beſides, my Maſter has been 
far kinder to me than I deſerve; and lll die ſooner 
than do any thing that's baſe and treacherous to him: 
therefore pray trouble me no more with ſuch ſort of Di- 
ſcourſe. I have told you Pyrrbus ( lays Luſca ) and will 
tell you again, that J had Orders for what I ſaid; you 

5 f may 


the leaſt affect him. The Lady was under great per- 


at home, Pyrrbus is a brisk, well-made Fellow, and 1 
love him, and would have you acquaint him with it, as 
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may make what uſe of it you think fit; but to deal freely 
with you, I took you always for a Man of more Senſe, 


When the Lady receiv'd this Anſwer, ſhe was very dif. 


eonſolate, and told her Confident the next day, that, 


Tree could not be cut down at one ſtroke ; therefore 
ſpeak to him again, and tell him, that his Fidelity is at 


my Coſt; repreſent the Paſſion that I have for him, ſo 


that he may be touch'd with it; for I find, that if Py. 


' rhus perſiſt in his obduracy, it will coſt me my Life, 


Her Confident bid her take Courage, and promis d to 
do the beſt ſhe could. Away ſhe goes to find Pyrrius, 
and tells him; That yeſterday ſhe inform'd him of the 
Love her Lady had for him, and that ſhe came juſt now 
from her to confirm it, and to aſſure him on her part, 
that if he did not {peedily make a ſutable Return, ſhe 


would die with Grief. You are (ſays ſhe ) ſuſpiciou 


without any ground for it. Is it not a very great Ho- 
nour and Credit for you to have the Heart of a Perſon 
of her Rank and Quality? To deal plainly with you, 


I ſhall take you for a meer Idiot if you do not make 


uſe of this opportunity. Fortune has beſtow'd two Fa 


vours upon you at the ſame time; and can you be 


reckon d a Wiſe Man to refuſe them? She offers you a 
moſt beautitil Lady, and you'll be made a Man for e- 


ver if you accept of her. Do but repreſent to your ſelf 


whatſoever an ambitious Heart can deſire, there is no- 


thing but will be yours, if you'll but love the Lady. 


Fortune ſoon frowns on thoſe that do not know how 
to make a good ue of her Favours; and then they 
can blame none but themſelves. You and your Fide- 
lity makes me laugh. We ought to have an inviolable 
Fidelity for our Relations and Friends, and treat our 
Maſters as they uſe us. Do you believe, that it 
you had a handſome Wife, Daughter or Siſter, that 
Nicoftratus liked, that he would be to ſcrupulous as you 
are? You are a very weak Man if you think fo ; no, 
Il warrant you, that if he could not ſucceed by Entrea- 
ties and Perſwaſions, he'd make ule of Force * Vio⸗ 

snes. 
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lence; Pyrrbus, who already had made ſeveral Refle- 
aions upon her firſt Diſcourſe, and had refolv'd what 
to anſwer, if ſhe ever ſpoke to him again, told her, 
That he was very willing to comply, provided he could 
be aſſurd that Madam Lydia was in earneſt, Nicoftra- 
uw encruſts me with all his Affairs: he is very wiſe 
and diſcreet, and I am afraid that he and his Lady have 
contriv'd this thing to try me. Therefore, for my ſa- 
«faction, I deſire Three Things of her. Firſt, That 
ſhe kill her Husband's beſt Hawk before his Face. Se- 
condly, That ſhe ſend me a Lock of his Beard. Third- 
ly, One of the ſoundeſt Teeth in his Head. The La- 
dy found it very difficult to fatishe her Lover; but Love 
making all things eaſie, ſhe ſent him word, that he 
ſhould ſoon have what he deſired; and becauſe that he 
had ſuch an Opinion of his Maſter's Wiſdom , ſhe 
would make him a Cuckold before his Face, and after- 
wards perſwade him, that what he ſaw was not true. 
Nicoſtratus one day having made a greqr Entertain- 
ment for ſeveral Perſons of the beſt Quality; after Din- 
ner was over, Lydia, very richly dreſt, comes into the 
Hall, where they had dined, and goes and feiches that 


2 Hawk which her Husband valued moſt, and withont a- 
e. ny more ado wrings off his Head, in the Preſence of 
it WW ?yrrbus and the reſt of the Company. Then after a ve- 
y pleaſant manner ſays; I have had a mind a long 
v. WH time to perform this Sacrifice. This Bird has often 
* robbed me of my Husband's Company. It is no ſoon- 
er Day, but he takes his Horſe and rides out, and leaves 
. me in Bed all alone. Judge you, Gentlemen, then if I 


have been in the wrong, to ſacrifice this Creature to 
my juſt Reſentment, How, Sir, ſay the Gentlemen to 
Niceffratus, who could not well tell how to take the 
matter, What do you prefer your Bird before your Lady? 
Sure you have been in a Dream. Its a wonder how ſhe 
has endur'd it all this while. So continuing the Raille- 
ry, Nicoſtratus inſenſibly forgot his Loſs, and laugh'd a- 
mongſt the reſt at his Wife's Reſentment, Fyrrbus was 

8 very 
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very glad at this beginning, which gave ſuch fair hops 
Some few days after, they being both together play. 


ing and toying one with another. Nicoſtratus chance 


to take his Wife by the Hair, upon which ſhe took 
him hold by the Beard and laughing, pluckt off a Lock 


of it. This hurting him very much, made him very 


angry, crying out, do you know what you do, Madam. 


She toying ſtill with him, anſwered, what a ſtir you 
make, about loſing five or ſix Hairs out of your 
Beard. If you had but felt, what I have done for this 
Hour, when you held me by the Hair, you would not 
be ſo very ſenſible of a little Pain. So driving on the 


raillery from one word to another, ſhe 2 5 the Hair, 


and ſent it the ſame day to her Lover. The greateſt 
difficulty yet remained to procure the Tooth. But as 
nothing is impoſſible to thoſe that have great Souls, and 
are in Love, fo ſhe foon found out a way to bring that 
about. Nicoſtratus had two young Pages, one was 


his Carver, and the other his Cup-bearer, The Lady 
perſwaded theſe two youths, that they had ſtinking 


Breaths, and bid them always turn their Heads back- 


ward, when they ſerved their Maſter, but alſo charged 


them not to ſay, that ſhe bid them do ſo. The Pages 
having punctually obſerved her Orders, ſome few days 
after ſhe tells Nicoftratus, Sir, do not you mind, what 
a figure your Pages make, when they wait on you? 
Yes ſays he, and I have been thinking ſeveral times to 
ask them the reaſon of it. You may fave yourſelf that 
trouble ſays ſhe ; It is good while Be... perceived it 
my ſelf, but I did not tell you for fear you would be 
angry, But now ſince others take notice of it, 1 have 
no reaſon to be ſilent. Your Breath of late ſmells very 
ſtrong, and I cannot imagine from whence it ſhould 


proceed. It muſt be from a rotten Tooth, ſays N- 
ceſtratus. That may be, ſays the Lady, ſo taking him WM 
to the Window, ſhe bids him open his Mouth. What 

Horrid naſtineſs is here ſays ſhe ? ſeeming to be amazed. 
I wonder how you could endure it fo long. 


you do 
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not take Care of it in time, it will corrupt all the reſt, 


Let it be drawn out preſently. Send ſomebody for a 
Tooth-drawer ſays Nicofratus. There's no occaſion 


bor it, ſays his Wife, I can do it very well my ſelf. 


Thoſe Fellows are as cruel as Executioners, and it will 
trouble me to ſee you in their Hands. I will ſend for 
Inſtruments. The Inſtruments being brought, ſhe 
made every body but Laſca go out of the Room. 


| He fits down upon the ground, and Luſca holds him 
about the Middle. Then ſhe ſets the Pinchers to one 


of his faireſt and ſoundeſt Teeth, and out ſhe plucks it, 
putting him to ſuch horrible pain, that Luſca could 
hardly hold him down. Nicoſtratus being almoſt Stu- 
pified with the pain he had undergone, put his Fingers 
into the place, and ſpitting out a great quantity of Blood, 
gave her an opportunity, to take the Tooth ſhe had 
drawn out with the Pinchers, and putin a rotten one, 
that ſhe had procured to be ready before-hand. Then 
ſhewing him it, ſhe ſays, ſee what a baſe Tooth this 
was. It would have ſpoiled you, if you had kept it 
much longer. The fight of ſo bad a Tooth, comfort- 
ed the Patient under the pain he was in; but finding 
his Head diſturbed , he took ſome comfortable Cor- 
dial, and lay down upon the Bed. The Lady ſent 
the Tooth to her Lover, as ſhe had done the Beard 
before, who having now ſufficient Teſtimonies of 
the ſincerity of her Affection, promiſed to oblige her in 
whatſoever ſhe commanded him. The Lady thought 
Moments whole years, till ſhe had found out a way to 
ſatisfie her Paſſion before her Husbands face. Luſca 
inſtructed Pyrrbus how to act his part. The Lady pre- 
tends to be ſick. Her Husband comes to fee her, and 
there being no body but he and Pyrrbus in the Cham- 


ber, ſne ſays that ſhe had a great mind to take the Air in 
the Garden, and deſires them to lead her thither. One 
takes her under one Arm, and the other under tho 


d ſo lead her into the Garden. She late 


by 
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angry, But now ſince others take notice of it, I have 
no reaſon to be ſilent. Your Breath of late ſmells very 


ſtrong, and I cannot imagine from whence it ſhould 


proceed. It muſt be from a rotten Tooth, ſays N- 


coſtratus. That may be, ſays the Lady, ſo taking him WM 
to the Window, ſhe bids him open his Mouth What 
horrid naſtineſs is here ſays ſhe ? ſeeming to be amazed. 
I wonder how you could eadure it ſo long. Ii uU. 
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not take Care of it in time, it will corrupt all the reſt. 
Let it be drawn out preſently. Send ſomebody for a 
Tooth-drawer ſays Nicofratus. There's no occaſion 
for it, ſays his Wife, I can do it very well my ſell. 
Thoſe Fellows are as cruel as Executioners, and it will 
trouble me to ſee you in their Hands. I will ſend for 
Inſtruments. The Inſtruments being brought, ſhe 
made every body but Luſca go out of the Room. 
He fits down upon the ground, and Luſca holds him 
bs WY about the Middle. Then ſhe ſets the Pinchers to one 
ot ol his faireſt and ſoundeſt Teeth, and out ſhe plucks it, 
no putting him to ſuch horrible pain, that Luſca could 
; WF hardly hold him down. Nicoſtratus being almoſt Stu- 
it pitted with the pain he had undergone, put his Fingers 
® WM intothe place, and ſpitting out a great quantity of Blood, 
0 gave her an opportunity, to take the Tooth ſhe had 
drawn out with the Pinchers, and put in a rotten one, 
that ſhe had procured to be ready before-hand. Then 
ſhewing him it, ſhe ſays, ſee what a baſe Tooth this 
was. It would have ſpoiled you, if you had kept it 
much longer. The fight of ſo bad a Tooth, comfort- 
ed the Patient under the pain he was in; but finding 
his Head diſturbed , he took ſome comfortable Cor- 
dial, and lay down upon the Bed. The Lady ſent 
the Tooth to her Lover, as ſhe had done the Beard 
before, who having now ſufficient Teſtimonies of 
the ſincerity of her Affection, promiſed to oblige her in 
whatſoever ſhe commanded him. The Lady thoughe 
Moments whole years, till ſhe had found out a way to 
ſatisſie her Paſſion before her Husbands face. Luſca 
inſtructed Pyrrbus how to act his part. The Lady pre- 
tends to be ſick. Her Husband comes to fee her, and 
there being no body but he and Pyrrbus in the Cham- 
ber,ſhe ſays that ſhe had a great mind to take the Air in 
| ' Garden, and deſires them to lead her thither. One 
takes her under one Arm, and the other under the 
Other and ſo lead her into the Garden. She ate 
| down unger a fine Pear - tree, and they two fate _ 


J q _ on 
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by her. The fight of the Pears tempting her, ſhe de. born 
fired Pyrrbus co get up into the Tree, and ſhake her you! 
ſome down. Pyrrbus preſently gets up, and Jooking (il Pour 
down pretends that he ſaw his Maſter embracing hz Ml Raſe 
Miſtreſs. He rubs his Eyes, and ſeems to be aſtoniſhed, Ml 95 
If you have a mind to enjoy my Miſtriſs, Sir, fays he Ml den 
to Nicoſtratus, you ought to do it in another place Beal 
Do you uſe to do ſuch things before Folks ? If you Mt 19 
had no manner of reſpect for me, you ought at leaf MI ppc 


to have ſome for your own ſelves. Are not the Nights ſays 
long enough? Did you come into the Garden for this? char 


You have good Beds, and good Chambers enough one Ml * 
would think. What doth this Fellow mean, ſays ſhe The 
to her Husband ? ls he turned Fool, or does he dream? enc 
Tam in no dream, Madam, ſays Pyrrbus, I know what ins 
I ſee very well. Come down Fyrrbus come down, and Ml = 
you'll find that it is no ſuch thing. When he came ee 
down, he ſaid it is true, that you do not touch one fels 
another new; but I am very ſure that you were at it, 1 e 
for a great while together, and that you both ſhook ſo, Th 
that if this Pear-tree had ſhook at that rate, it would nad 
not have had one Pear upon it by this time. Now, ſays an 
Pyrrbus, either vou did as I ſaid you did, or elſe this = 


Pear tree is enchanted, Take his accounts from my b 
Husband ſays ſhe, and fend the Fellow to the Hoſpital I 15 
for a fool. Not too faſt Madam, ſays Nicoſtratus, if this a 


Pear tree is enchanted, it will appear fo to me as well the 
as him. I will get up my felt. He was hardly got up, We 
when Pyrrhus and the Lady began their ſpore, The be 


_ Husband ſeeing, roared out like a Mad-man, made 
all haſt down, but did not come down fo ſoon, but 
the Lovers had time enough to compleat what they 
began, and get into their places again. What's the 
reaſon, Madam, ſays the Husband, that you offered this 
affront to my very Face? You are as great a fool a 
Pyrrbus, replies the Lady. 1 am no Viſionary, I have 
very good Eyes, and I ſaw very plainly that £probs, | 

lay with you. Theſe ſcandalous words are n 

„ :--+Dortl, il 


. 


NO YE L IX 37 
born by a Woman of my Vertue, ſays the Lady, and 
pull very much diſoblige me, if you don't change 
jour Note. For what reaſon pray? Did not this 
Raſcal tumble you on the Graſs ? Meer imagination 
{ys the Lady: What can the meaning of this be 
then, ſays the Husband? Do you think me a ſtupid 
Beaſt, ſays the Wife, to make you a Cuckold before 
your face ? If I had a mind to do it, I could find better 
opportunities enough. I do not well underſtand 1t, 
lays the Husband. Sure the Pear-tree muſt be en- 
chanted then · I will get up it once more. As ſoon 
235 he was up Pyrrhus, began the ſame ſport again. 
Then he did not in the leaſt queſtion, but the tree was 
enchanted ; and let the Lovers go on without diſturb- 
ing them, and came down very leiſurely. When he 
was upon the ground, and ſaw the two Lovers fitting 
one on the one ſide, and the other on the other; I con- 
ſels, ſays he, that I was in great a Error. Tis the Pear- 
tree that makes us ſee falſe ; it muſt needs be enchanted. 
This tree ought to be burnt, for ſhewing ſuch abomi- 
nable fights. Pyrrbus, ſays the Lady, pray let it be 
cut down this very moment, it ſhail never deceive 
any body again. Pyerbus preſently laid it even with 
the Ground, The Lady very tenderly Reprimanded 
her Husband. Pyrrbus blamed his Maſter for callin 

his Fidelity in queſtion. But · the unfortunate Fate o 
the tree reconciled them all. Every one went away 
well ſatisfied, and the Lovers found out a more con- 
venient way of ſolacing themſelves, than they had 
under the Pear: tree. 
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Two Inhabitants of Sionna, loved the ſame Woman, one of 
| them was Godfather to her Son. The Godfather obtained 
Favours from ber and died, afterwards he appeared to 

bis Friend, and gave him an account of the Affairs of the 
. ether World. | | 


W O young Men of Sienna, one whoſe Name was 
Tingoccio, and the other Meuccio, were ſo great 
Friends, that they were ſeldom ſeen aſunder. They both 
having often heard Prieſts in their Sermons, diſcourſe 
of the rewards and puniſhments of the other World, 
being very ſolicitons to know what they really were, 
ſwore to each other, that he which died firſt, ſhould 
come and inform the other. They being very inti 
mate Friends, it happened that Madam Mita, Wife to 
Ambroſio Anſelmini, being brought to Bed of a Son, 
Tingoccio was defired to ſtand Godfather. Madam 
Mia was very handſome and genteel, and the God. 
father and his Friend going often to ſee her, at laſt 
fell deſperately in Love with her ; each of them thought 
it neceſſary to conceal his Paſſion. Tingoccio eſteemed 
it a great Crime to be in Love with his Godſon's Mo- 
ther, and upon that account, was very unwilling that 
his Friend ſhould be Privy to his Amours. And 
Meuccio who very well knew his Inclination, thought 
that his being Godfather to her Son, gave him better 
opportunities of talking with her, than he could have, 
fo that his Intrigue would be quite ſpoiled, if Tingoccit 
ſhould know any thing of it, Tingoccis loſt no time, 
but made his Paſſion known to his fair Miſtreſs, and 
was ſo fortunate as to be kindly received, and in a ſhort 
time enjoyed thoſe Favours which were the utmoſt of 
his Ambition, Meuccio to his great Mortification pet 
Seir 


/ 
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| eived it, but hoping that he might be ſuceſsful at one 


ime or other, and being afraid, leſt his breach of 
Friendſhip with Tingoccio, might be a greater obſtructi- 
on to him, he thought it his beſt way to take no man- 
ner of notice of it. Whether Tingoccio over-wrought 


himſelf, or whether his time was come, but he was 


taken very ill, and died in a few days after. According 
tothe promiſe they had made to each other, he appears 


to Meuccio one night, and tells him that he was come 


to give him an account of the Affairs of the other 
World. Meuccio at firſt was very much afraid, but 
taking Courage afterwards, he thanked him for re- 
membring him ; and asked him if he were damned or 
no? No, fays Tingoccio, but I undergo very ſevere 
Puniſhments for the Sins I have committed. Mewccis 
aked him what Puniſhments were inflicted for each 
lin, to which he gave him a particular Anſwer. Then 
he asked him, if he could do him any ſervice now in 
this World. He told him if he cauſed Maſſes and 
Prayers to be ſaid for him, and gave Alms, it would 
be very Beneficial to him. Meuccio promiſed he would, 
and ſo Tingoccio going away; Meuccio deſired him to 
ſtay one Moment longer, and then asked him what 
Puniſhment he ſuffered for lying with his Godſon's 
Mother. As ſoon as I came into the other World ſays 
he; there was a Ghoſt came to me, who knew ( as I 
believe ) all my Sins; and ſent me to a certain place, 
Where I found a great many Companions, there to 
weep for my Sins. Being there, and calling to mind 
what I had done with Madam Mita, on a ſudden l felt a 
more Exquiſite pain than that to which 1 had been 


Condemned, For although I was in a very great 


Fire, yet fear made me ſhake and tremble. Then 
one that was next me, asked me what I had done 


more than others. You are (ſaid I) in a very great 


Fire, and yet you ſhake, I am ſtruck with Terrour 


(lays he) at a Sin that I formerly committed. Then 


he asked me what Sin it was. I told him I had lain 
| | very 


1 


, 
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very often with my Godſon's Mother. You're a great 
fool (ſays he, laughing at me) and don't know how 
matters are managed, being here fo little a time 
There's no inquiry made, what has been done in ſuch 
Caſes, as I can very well inform you. Then Tingocris 
vaniſhed. Meuccio underſtanding that there was no 
Puniſhment in the other World, for what was done 
here with our Godſon's Mother, laugh'd at his Folly 
in being ſo ſcrupulous formerly, reſolving to be wiſer 
for the future. If Fryar Rinaldo had known this, he 
needed not have uſed ſo much Rhetorick, to perſwade 
his Miſtreſs. 


_ * * — — _- VOL REIT a 
NOVEL LXXI. 


Gaſparvo!o's Wife baving promiſed Gulfardo to he with 
bim. for a ſum of Money which they agreed upon, the 

: Gallant borrowed the Money of her Husband, and after- 
wards tells bim, he bad paid it again to bis Wife, 
which ſhe dur ſt not d ny. 


| ad 


( 


N German whoſe Name was Gulfardo, dwelt at 
Milan, who was eſteem'd a very honeſt Man, 

and always proved very juſt and faithful to thoſe that 
imploy'd him. Being very punctual in paying what 
he borrow'd, his Credit was ſo good, that he could 
raiſe a Sum of Money, whenever he had occaſion 
for it. He was in great Eſteem with a rich Merchant 
in Milan, called Gaſparvolo, at whoſe Houſe he was 
welcome whenever he went. Gaſparvolo had a young 
handſome Wife, for whom Gulfardo had a very great 
kindneſs. He managed his matters ſo diſcreetly, that 
neither her Husband, nor any body elſe did perceive 
his Paſſion, He was of opimion that ſhe had no great 
Averſion to him, and therefore one day he ſpeaks to 
Her, deſiring that he would give a kind Reception z 
1 * 1 £7 : 16 


| his Love, promiſing to do whatever ſhe would pleaſe 


to command him. After ſome little ſcrupulous Pre- 
yarications, the Lady anſwered, that ſhe was ready to 
condeſcend, on Condition that he would make her a 
Preſent of two hundred Crowns, which ſhe had pre- 
ſent occaſion for. Gulfardo was fo diſguſted at her 
covetous humour, that his Love was almoſt turned 
into an Averſion; yet he diſſembled it, reſolving to put 
2 Trick upon her. He told her that there was nothing in 
his Power to do, but ſhe. might command it; and de- 
fired to know when he ſhould wait upon her with 


| the Money. She told him that her Husband was to 


go to Genoa very ſuddenly, and ſhe would ſend him 
word as ſoon as he was gon. Gulfardo takes a ſeaſonable 


time, goes to Gaſparvols, and borrows two hundred 


Crowns of him- Some few days after, he went for 


\ Genoa, and his Wife ſends Gulfardo word, that he 
might come and bring the Money along with him. 


Gulfardo came and found her in Company,and gave her 
the two hundred Crowns, and deſired her to give them 


to her Husband, he owing him ſo much. The Lady 


thinking that he ſaid ſo out of cunning, becauſe Com- 


| pany was there, took the Money and promiſed to do 


as he deſired. The Company having taken their 
leave of her, and being gon, the Lady took Gulfardo 
Into a private place, and entertained him according 


to her promiſe; not only then, but every day till her 


Husbands return, ſo that if Gulferdo paid well, he had 


W 2 great deal for his Money. When Gaſparvolo 
| was come home, Gulfardo goes to ſee him, and when 


his Wife was preſent tells him, that he had no occaſion 
to make uſe of his Money, and ſo returned it to his 
Wife, and I hope you'll make it paid in your Book, 
lays he, Then the Lady found how ſhe was impoſed 


| upon, and there being witneſſes, ſhe durſt not deny it, 


but was very much vext that ſhe had been ſo kind to 


hum gratis. X f 
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NOVEL IXXI. 
The Curate of Varlungo, les with a Mans Wife, an 
leaves bis Cloak in Pawn with ber; afterwards be bur. 


rows a Mortar of ber. He ſends the Mortar home, and 
demands bis Cleaak, which ber Husband makes ber ſend, | 


' A T Varlungo, there dwelt a luſty, jolly, vigorous 
Curate, and an excellent Womans Man, 
Though he could ſcarce read, yet he would make z 
ſhift to tickle his Pariſhioners every Sunday, with a 
fort of Preachment, which he generally made under a 
great Elm. When the Men were abroad, he uſed to 
viſit their Wives, to whom he gave his Benediction, 
and brought them frequently pieces of Cake, Holy- 
water, and ſome ſmall Ends of Wax-Candles. A. 
mongſt all his Pariſhioners, none pleaſed him ſo well 
as AMonna Belcolore, a Country man's Wife, whoſe 
Husbands name was, Bentivegna del Max zo. She was 
indeed a very handſome Country-laſs, plump, freſh, 
brown, and altogether very agreeable in the Curates 
Eyes. She was extraordinary good-humoured, and at 
any Merry-making, was the firſt that would Sing, 
Dance, or tell pleaſant Stories. This Curate was 
deſperately in Love with her, and did nothing all day, 
but walk up and down, in hopes of ſeeing her. When 
he knew ſhe was at Church, he would almoſt tear his 
Throat with ſinging, to make her believe that he was 
2 good Muſician, and draw his Mouth from one Ear 
to the other. But if ſhe were not there, then he 
would be very low ; yet he carried Matters fo well, 

that no body diſcovered his Paſſion. The better to 

gain her Favour, he ſent her ſome ſmall Preſents, 
ſometimes green Garlick, ſometimes green Peaſe, at 
another he looked upon her, as if he would ſtare her 
| through; 


| parted from him, immediately goes the Curate, to his 


| you will with me. I do proteſt ( ſays the Curate ) that 


| Promiſes ( ſays ſhe) but are as backward to perform. 


you chowſed and gave her nothing. If you 2ave n 
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through; yet ſhe ſeemed to take no notice of him, 
and being Country- bred, made no returns. All that the 
Curate could do, ſignifying nothing, it happened one 
day, as he was walking out, that he met Bentivegna, 
with his Aſs loaden, and ask'd him where he was going. 
He told him into the City about Buſineſs, and that he 
intended to preſent thoſe things to Bonacorſi di Gineſtre- 
zo, to get him to ſtand his Friend, and make intereſt 
for him to the Judge in a Suit of Law, that he had de- 
pending. God go along with you ſays the Prieſt. 
Make as much haſt home as you can. As ſoon as he 


Wife. When he came in, ſhe was above Stairs, but 
hearing his Tongue, ſhe ſaid, you are very welcom Maſter 
Curate. What Wind blew you hither? I met your 
Husband (ſays he) going into the City, and ſo [ 
came to bear you Company for a little while. Belcolore 
came down Stairs made him ſit down, and went to 
Work again. Then ſays the Curate ſighing, Will 
you be always cruel to me Belcolore? What is it that 
Ido to you (ſays fhe ) 2 Why you wont be loving 
and kind to me, ſays he. Fie, Fie, ſays Belcolore, do 
Prieſts uſe to do ſuch things? Yes ( ſays he) and 
better than other Men, becauſe they don't do it fo 
often. If you would let me, I aſſure you it would be 
better for you. Better for me? How can that be? 
You are all.as covetous as the Devil. What is it you 
would have ( ſays he)? Will you have a new pair of 
Shoes, or ſome Ribbon ? I would have nzither, re- 
plies Belcolore; but if you will give me half a Crown to 
fetch my Cloaths out of Pawn, you ftrall do what 
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I have. not ſo much Money about me, but 1 promile 
you upon the Word of a Prieſt, that you ſhall have it 
to morrow. Night. I know you can make large 
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Money about you, go home and fetch ſome. He 
begg'd heartily of her not to put him to that trouble, 
telling her that now he was ready to enjoy her, but 
perhaps at his return he might not; and ſomebody or 
other might come in the while, and they ſhould want 
ſuch an opportunity as they now had. She ſtill continue; 
reſolved not to comply without the Money down, 
When he found her fo obſtinate, and that nothing 
would ſerveher, but the ready Peny, he offers to pawn 
his Cloak to her. Let mo ſee ſays Belcolore, what 
may this Cloak be worth? It is made of the beſt H.. 
miſh-Camlet ( ſays the Curate.) I bought it new out of 
the Shop but Eight days ago, it colt me two and 
forty Shillings, and every one that looks upon it ſays 
it is a great Peny-worth. If it be ſo, ſays Belcolore, let 
me have it. Fil go and lock it up in my Chef}, 
When ſhe had ſecured the Cloak, ſhe went into the 
Barn and did what he had a mind to? When the Cu- 
rate came home, he was troubled that he had pawned 
his Cleak to her, and contrived how to get it again? 
The next day he ſends one of the Neighbours Boys to 
Belcolore, to deſire her, to lend him her Stone-Mortar,he 
having 22 to dine with him. The Mortar was 
ſent him at the firſt word. Some few days aſter, when 
Benti vegna was come home, he ſends his Clerk with 
the Mortar juſt when ſhe and her Husband were at 
Dinner. When the Clerk came thither, he tells her, 
that his Maſter the Curate had ſent the Mortar home, 
and deſired that ſhe would ſend him his Cloak. Bel. 
lore knit her Brows, and was juſt a going to make an 
_- Anſwer when ſhe heard the Cloak mentioned; but her 
Husband looking very ſternly upon her, ſaid, How 
comes it to paſs, that you take Pawns of our Curate? 
J could find in my heart to give you a good box on 
the Ear. Send the Cloak home preſently, and let him 
have whatever he ſends for, without a Pawn, if it were 
our Aſs ut ſelf ; Belcolore craunching her Teeth for 
cnadneſs goes and fetches the Cloak, and gives it a 
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che Clerk, ſaying, tell Maſter Curate from me, that 
de ſhall never put Peſtle in my Mortar again. The 
Clerk told him what ſhe ſaid, Then he bid the Clerk 
tell her, when he ſaw her again, That if ſhe would 
not let him have the uſe of her Mortar, ſhe ſhould” not 
make uſe of his Peſtle : Belcolore was very angry with 
the Curate for a good while; but at laſt they were 
reconciled, The Curate made her amends, and they 
mere very good Friends again. 
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Calandrino, Bruno and Buffalmacco, go to find a cer- 
tain precious Stone. Calandrino thought that be bad 
found it aud goes home loaden with Stones; bis Wife ſcolds 
at him and be beats ber. 


— 


O T long fince, there lived in Florence a Pain- 
ter, whoſe name was Calandrino; a Man of a 
very weak Head: whoſe conſtant Companions were 
two other Painters, whoſe names were Bruno and 
Buffalmacco, very facetious merry Men, but other- 
wile very diſcreet and prudent ; who kept Calandrino 
Company to make ſpore with him, and Jaugh at his. 
Simplicity. There was at the ſame time, a Yourg-man ” 
called Maſo del Saggio, a very pleaſant ingenious Per- 
ſon, and very dextrous at every thing that he under 
took. Maſo having heard what a Wiſeacre Calandrino 
Was, reſolved to make very good ſport with him. 
Meeting him one day in St. Fobys Church, look- 


| ing upon the Pictures which were lately put up, he 
| thought it a proper place to execute his Deſign in, in- 


forms his Companion with his intention, and goes to 
the place where Calandrino was all alone. Pretendin 


not to ſee him, they began to talk of the vertue of 
| Precious Stones, and Maſo diſcouried upon this Subject 


H 4 


with 


N \ 


: 
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with as much aſſurance, as if he had been a profeſſed 
Lapidary. Calaudrino liſtens to them, and perceiving 
that they had no private Buſineſs, only common Con- 
verſation, he joyns in with them. Maſo holds on the 
Diſcourſe. Calandrino asks him where theſe precious 
Stones of ſuch admirable Virtue were. You may find 
them.ſays Maſo, in a certain place near the City Beſcha, 
where they tie the Vines with Sawſages. In this Coun- 
' try, ſays he, you may buy a Gooſe for a: Peny, and 
have all the Goſlings into the bargain. There is a 
Mountain of grated Parmeſan Chesſe upon which 
People dwell, that do nothing but make Biskets and 
Mackaroons, and throw them down, and thoſe that 
can catch them, may have them. There's others that roaſt 
Capons. Art the foot of this Hill runs a River of the 
beſt Malmſzy that was ever taſted. A moſt delicious 
Country! ſays Calandrino; but pray tell me. what do 
they do with the roaſted Capons? The Baſchians eat 
them, ſays Maſo. But, ſays Calandrino, have you ever 
been there, Sir? If 1 have been once there, L have been a 
thouſand times, ſays Maſo. Is it a great way thither 
ſays Calandrino? Above a thouſand Leagues, replies 
Maſo, with fo grave and ſerious a Contenance, that 
Calandrino thought it as true, as that two and two make 
four. It is too far for me to go, ſays he, otherwiſe! 
ſhould have been very glad to have taken a Journey 
along with you, to have the pleaſure to ſee the Biskets 
and Mackarcons fly about, and ro bring a good many 
of them away with me. But as tor the precious Stones 
that. you were ſpeaking of, that had ſuch excellent 
Vertues, are not they to be found in that fine Country? 
Without all queſtion, ſays Maſo, there are two forts. 
One are gritty Stones, which after they are made into 
Mill-ſtones, make Meal themſelves Whence it is 
# that we commonly ſay, Grace comes from God, and Mil- 
| franes from Montiſci; which is the place where they are 
to be had. There is a great quantity of theſe Mill ſtones 
there, that we very little eſteem, valuing them no 
rr | „ | more 
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ore than they do Emeralds, which are in ſo great num- 
ders there, that by their glittering you would think ic 
Was: broad Day at Midnight. They cut and poliſh 
heſe Mill-ſtones, and ſer chem in Rings, and carry 
tem to the Soldan, who gives them what ever they 
«k him for them. There is another fore of precious 
done, Which we call the Heliotrepium, which makes 
tim that carries it about him inviſible. Where is this 
aſt to be found, ſays Calandrino? and of what magni- 
ude and colour is it? They are to be found inthe Plains 


of Mupnone, ſays Maſo, and are of different ſizes, but 


are almoſt all of them blackiſh, Now was Calandrino's 


Head full of Chimera's,fancying todo a thouſand things, 
if he could but find this Heliotropium, and reſolved to go 
in ſearch of it; But not being willing todo any thing 
without his Friends Bruno and Buffalmacco's Advice, 
he went to them to communicate the Diſcoveries he 
made, He found them at Work in a Monaſtery , 
whither he went in the very heat of the Day. My 
dear Friends, ſays he to them, we ſhall be the richeſt 
Men in all Florence, if you'll be but ruled by me. A 
very worthy ingenious Perſon hath told me, that in 
the Plains of Mugnone is a Stone, that makes him that 


| has it inviſible. Let us preſently go and look for it. 


L am ſure we ſhall find it, I know it ſo well by the de- 


| ſcription I had of it; and when we have it, we need 


only put it into our Pocket, and ſo go into the Bank- 
ers Shops, which are always full of Money, and carry 
away what we pleaſe, without any bodies ſeeing us. 
By this means we thould grow very rich in a little 


ume, and not be forced to dawb Walls over like Snails. 


Bruno and Buffalmacco * ready to burſt; but yet 
ch ſurprized, and highly com- 
mended his Wiſdom. Buffalmecco asked him what the 


name of this Stone was? But he, being a very dull Fel- 
low, and having a frail memory, had quite forgot it 


already. The name, ſays he, fignifies nothing, if 


ve have the thing itſelf, I know it very well when J 


les it, and what need have we for any thing more. 
| | What 


* 1 
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What ſort of Stone is it, ſays Bruno? There are boy, 
great and ſmall, but they are all of them black, 
Therefore leſt we ſhould be miſtaken, we will pick 
up all that we find of that Colour. That's very well 
ſaid (ſays Buffa/macco ) but I think we ſhould do well 
to ſtay till to morrow morning before we go. The 
Sun is very hot, and his Beams will make thoſe Stone; 
look white now, that are black then; beſides, at this 
time of the day there may be a great many People in 
- thoſe Plains, who guefling at our Deſign, will look 
for it as well as we, and and perhaps may have the 
good luck to find it before us. This Advice was ap. | 
proved of, and Calandrino entreated his Friends to he 
very private, ſaying it was told him as a great Secret, 
Then he told them all that he had heard of the Country 
of Baſcha, and ſwore that every word of it was true. 
Calandrino got ready by break of Day, and he and 
his Friends being come to the Plains of Mugnon, 
they all began to look for this precious Stone. Calan- 
drino being very deſirous to find it, went foremoſt; 
and running from place to place, he pickt up all the 
black Stones he could find. At laſt, not knowing 
where to put any more, he took off his Cloak, and 
holding it by the ends, he filled it as full of Stones 
as it could hold. Bruna and Buffalmacco following him, 
ever now and then took only up a Stone. Calandrino 
. blames them for being too remiſs, and tells them, that 
ſo conſiderable a Treaſure deſerved more Induſtry to 
acquire it. When they thought that he was ſufficient 
ly loaden, and it being about Dinner time, Bruno ask- 
ed Buffalmacco where Calandrino was. Buffalmacco who 
was nearer him, looking round about, ſaid that he 
was there juſt now, but could not tell what was be 
come of him. Juſt now, ſays Bruzo he's gon home, 
and has left us to look for the Stone by our ſelves. He 
has ſerved us very well, ſays Buffalmacco, to put this 
Trick upon us becauſe we were ſuch Coxcombs to be- 
lieve him. Calandrino was very much pleaſed to ear 
| | | then 
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ſay ſo, not queſtioning but he had found the 
4 ow. — reſolved to go home and take no notice of 
L hem. Let us go home too, ſays Buffalmacco, Calan- 
a Jin is a baſe Fellow to ſerve us fo dirtily. If he were 
0 WY here; 1 would throw this Stone at his Shins, and imme- 
e diately flings it full drive at him. The Stone gave him 
1 baſe thump ; yet he ſaid never a word, but ſtill went 
on. I was never ſo impoſed upon in my whole Life, 
{ays Bruno. I am ſtark-mad that this Fellow ſhould trick 
i MW wat this rate. I would to God that I could but break 
„ls Head with this Stone, and then he hit him juſt upon 
b. MW the Pate. Thus they continued pelting him, till they 
came to the Port of S. Gallo, and then they threwdown all 
„chat they had gathered up, and left him to go quietly. 
y I C:lavdrino went home loaden like a Hedge-hog, and it 
+ happened that no body ſpoke to him in the way. It 
4 Wl being about Dinner time, he met very few or none. His 
„Wife ſeeing him from the top of the Stairs, ſeverely chid 
him for ſtaying fo _ Calandrino perceiving by this 
chat he was not inviſible, fancied that his Wife had 
e Wl ſpoiled all, and ſo throwing down his Stones, he fell 
won her and beat her unmercifully. Bruno and Buffal- 
} WH mace having diverted themſelves for ſome time, with 
s Wl telling thoſe they met of Calandrino's Folly, followed 
„ him leiſurely, and hearing his Wife cry out, call'd in the 
o "Wl Neighbours. Calandrino being all in a Sweat, called 
t to them out of the Window, and deſired them to come 
o up. What's the matter Calandrino, ſay they? What 
te you going to build, that you have got ſo many 
Stones together? Then looking upon his Wife, they 
fa her Hair all about her Ears, her Cloths torn, and 
her Face ſcratched. You have revenged the Affront 
you put upon us, on your Wife, ſays Bruno. Calan- 
drino, what with carrying his Stones, and what with 
beating his V Vife, was ſo tired, that he ſat down not 
being able to ſtir or make any Anſwer. But what 
troubled him worſe, was the loſs of his ſuppoſed good 
Fortune, Buffalmacco, who could ſcarce contain him- 
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than your Wite, ſay they, becauſe you knowing that 
Women make all things loſe their Vertue, yet did not bid 


you thought that you had found the Stone, ought not 
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venged my ſelf upon her; but I wiſh I had beat her 
Brains out. Would to God I had never ſeen her.Then he 
begins to rage and ſtorm again, and would have fallen 
upon her atreſh, if his Friends had not hindered him, 
They pretended to be much concerned, but could hardly 
forbear laughing out right. You are more to blame 


her keep out of the way. God ſuffered. you to be infatu- 
ated, either becauſe ic was too great a Secret for youto 
poſſeſs, or elfe to puniſh you for abuſing of us. When 


you in Honour to have told us? At laſt, after a great 
deal of Noiſe and Clamour, they made him and hi 
Wife Friends, and left him very diſconſolate, with hi 
Houſe full of Stones. 2 . 


- Novi 


NOV EL LXXV. 


The Prouoſt of the Church of Fieſola, being in Love with 
4 Lady, who bad an Averſion for bim, thought that be 
lay with ber, when be lay with ber Servant, of which 
his Biſhop was an Eje-Wineſs. „ 


N Fieſola there lived a Widow Lady, called Madam 
Picarda, whoſe Circumſtance being but very indif- 
ferent, ſhe dwelt in a little Houſe with her two Brothers, 
who loved and reſpected her very much. This Lady 
ms Young, Handſome, and Genteel ; and commonly 
going to the Cathedral to her Devotions, the Provoſt 
fell in love with her, thinking her to ſurpaſs all other 
Women for Beauty. It was not long before he diſco- 


1 rered his Paſſion to her, entreating her to make him 
E. lind and tender Return. Though he was pretty 
de vell in Years, yet he exceeded as much in Pride and 
en Arogance, as he was deficient in Diſcretion. There's 
" no Man in the World ever had a better Opinion of 
himself, and no Man ever did things after a more 
: | awkward manner. In ſhort, his Deportment was ſo 
m diobliging and rude, that no body cared for him. 


ff Madam Picarda, amongſt others, hated him mor- 
tally, This Lady was very. Vertuous and Prudent, and 
told him ſhe thought her ſelf very happy in his Love, 
and that ſhe was in Duty obliged to offer him hers, pro- 
| vided he intended nothing but what was honourable; 
which ſhe was very apt to believe, in regard he was her 
1 Spiritual Father, and now advanced in years, two ſuf- 
" ficient Reaſons to induce him to be Continent and 
Chaſt. For her part ſhe was too old to take complai- 
lance in amorous Amuſements; and alſo, being a 

Mm Widow, ſhe ought to abſtain from every thing that 
looked like Gallantry. She deſired him to excuſe * 


4 
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if ſhecould not love after that manner ſhe found noy 
he meant, and therefore ſhe would take it as a prey 
Favour, if for the future he would forbear to loye 
her. Such an Anſwer as this would have filence 
any body but the Provoſt ; but he being eager, ang 
importunate, was not at all diſcouraged; he ſent her 
a great many Letters and Meſſages, and ſometimes 
would ſpeak to her in the Church. The Widow being 
tired with his continual prefling, contrived: to get rid 
of him, by a very Tragical way, in regard he would 
not take an honourable anſwer, She thought it ablo- 
lutely neceſſary to acquaint her two Brothers with the 


Provoſt's Amours, and alſo with the way ſhe deſigned 


to take to quit her ſelf of them. Her Brothers liked 
her Project very well. Some days after ſhe went to 
Church as ſhe uſed to do. When the Provoſt ſay 
her, he preſently accoſts her, and ſhe gave him an en- 
couraging reception. They went a little aſide, and 
the Provoſt renews his moſt humble Supplication. Si, 
ſays the Widow, fetching a deep Sigh, it is impoſlible 
that a Fort that has freſh Attacks made againſt it every 
day, ſhould not be reduced at laſt. You are a Perſon 
of ſuch dextrous management, that you have altered 
my Reſolution, and I myſt tell you that now | am in- 
tirely at your diſpoſal. Madam, ſays the Provoſt, your 
Goodneſs obliges me extremely. You have held outa 
long time indeed, and I never found any one before 
that could make ſuch reſiſtance. But the buſineſs now 
is, where, and when, we can conveniently and ſe- 
curely meet together. When you pleaſe, ſays the 


Widow, I have no Husband to ſtand in awe of, but 


our Houſe will not be a convenient place, it is ver} 
ſmall; and I have two young Brothers who have Com. 
pany always with them, and- continually coming and 
going. It's true, indeed, they very ſeldom come into 
my Chamber, but it is ſo near theirs, that you may hear 


in the one all that is ſaid in the other, ſpeak as low s. 


you will. We may meet, ſays the Proyoſt, and mw 
; | Lent, 


ETSY 


I lay upon her two Brothers to do the reſt, They went 


{ 
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nt, a night will be ſoon over, and the Tongue is 
not the part that is chiefly made uſe of upon theſe oc 
caons. We ſhall have time enough to find a more 
convenient place afterwards. All that I deſire of you 
now, is to promiſe me that we ſhall lie together 
this night. Let it be ſo, ſaid the Widow, but good 
Gr, be ſecret above all things. You may depend upon 
it, Madam, ſays he, it is my Intereſt as well as yours. 
They agree upon the manner how, and the time when, 
the Provoſt was to meet, and ſo depart. Ry 1 65 
The Widow had a Servant, who indeed was none of 
the youngeſt, but in Compenſation for it, was the moſt 
bathſom and deform'd Creature that ever was ſeen- 
One might juſtly term her Nature's Maſterpiece ol 
irregularity. She had a flat Noſe, a wry Mouth, blub- 
ber Lips, her Teeth broad and long like an old Horſe, 
and very black and rotten into the Bargain. Her Com-- 
10304 green and yellow; ſquint-eyed, and always 
ad as much Wax in them as would make a good rea- 
ſonable Candle: beſides ſhe was hopper-arſed, and 
lmped with her right Leg. Her name was Ciuta, and 
ſhe was every whit as Malicious as Deformed. The 
Widow calls her, and ſays, if you will do me a Kind- 
neſs, I will give you a very good new Smock, it is to 
lie this night in my Bed with a certain Perſon that will 
divert you very well there. For the Smock, Madam, 
and to have the honour of obliging you, I will lie with 
tmenty Men, ſays Ciuta, Very well, ſays her Miſtreſs, 
but you muſt not ſpeak one word for fear my Brothers 
ſhould hear you. - When ic was night, the Provoſt goes 


I very ſoftly, without a Candle, into the Widows Cham- 
ber, whilſt her Brothers made a great noiſe in theirs, 


and goes to Bed as they: had agreed before. Ciuta, ac- 
cording to her Miſtreſſes Inſtructions, went preſently 
to Bed to him. The Provoſt was all Rapture, and did 
really believe to enjoy thoſe Pleaſures he had fo long 
hoped for. The Widow having performed her part, 


to 
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to find the Biſhop, and met him coming to ſpend the 
Evening with them, and drink a Glaſs of their co 
Wine. They came back along with him, and ordered 
a Table to be ſer 1n the little Court; they light a good 
many Flambeaus, and ſat down, and were very ple. 
ant for ſome time. The Biſhop being about to & To 
home, the eldeſt Brother ſaid, my Lord, ſince you 
have done us the Honour to let us have your Com- 
pany this Evening, we beg that you would be pleaſed Ml. 
to ſee a fight that we have to ſhew you before you leave 
u. Then he took one of the Flambeaus, and con. 
duced the Biſhop into his Siſters Chamber, where the 
Provoſt was in Bed with the Servant, whom he had 
killed heartily ſeveral times already. The Pious Pro- 
voſt, who had fallen aſleep after his Fatigues, and not. 
withſtanding it was very hot, hugged his Monkey cloſe 
in his Arms, waked as ſoon as the Curtains were drawn; 
The Light dazling in his Eyes, he was ſtrangely fur- 
rized to ſee the Biſhop, and ſo many people about 
um. Shame and Fear made him hide his Head in the 
Bed. The Biſhop raillied him very ſeverely, and bid 
him take take notice who he lay with. Then he ſar 
he had been finely trick'd, which made him very diſcor- 
folate. The Biſhop cauſed him to Dreſs himſelf, and 
ſent him home under a ſtrong Guard, where he made 
him do Penance for the Sin he had committed. The 
Biſhop being deſirous to know how this buſineſs came 
to paſs, the Brothers gave him an account of the 
whole matter. He commended both the Lady and 
her Brothers, for not imbruing their Hands in a Prieſts 
blood, but expoſing him thus, as he very well deſerved 
The Biſhop injoyned him to lament his Sins for forty 
days, but Love and Diſdain made him make them # 
bove fourſcore. He durſt not go out of Doors for th 
Boys pointing at him, and ſaying, Here comes he thi 
lay with Ciuta. Thus the Widow was freed from hi 
importunity, and Ciura got a good Smock, and the bel 
nights Lodging that ſhe ever had, into the RN 2 
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Three pleaſ. aut merry F ellnus banter a Fudge at Florences 
and make his Breeches fall about bis Heels, while be 
was upon the Bench, 


YOU know that the Podefates of the Marquiſite 
olf Ancona, often come to us at Flirexce, who 
are mean-{pirited, covetous, and fo miſerable, that they 
bring Officers along with them, more like Fellows taken 
from the Plough- Tail, than Perſons bred up to the 


Study of the Law. There was one Lawyer, amongſt 


2 great many more of the ſame Stamp, whoſe name 
was Niccela da San Lepidio, who looked more like a 
Tinker than a judge: however he was commiſſioned 
to try Criminals. As a great many People often go to 
the Court that have no buſineſs there, ſo Maſe del Sag- 


go went thither one morning, to look for one of his 


Friends, and caſting his Eyes upon Meſſer Niccola, and 
finding him to be a very odd fort of a Compoſition, he 
examined him from Head to Foot: He had an old 
ruſty greaſie Cap, an Inkhorn at his Girdle, a Waſt= 
coat longer than his Robe, and many other ſuch fanta- 
ſtical things, very unbecoming a Magiſtrate; But what 
was yet more ſordid, was his Breeches, which hung be- 
low his Buttocks, and were inade fo ſtrait that they were 
always gaping wide open at the Codpiece. A Judge that 
made ſuch a Figure as this, made Maſo ſoon forget 
what he came to look for. He runs preſently to look 
for two of his Companions, Men of Wit, and as un- 
lucky as himſelf, ones name was Ribi, and the other's 
Matteux xo, and finding them, brings them into the 


Court, to ſhew them, as he told them, the moſt ridicu- 


lous judge that they ever ſaw. His Figure, and extra- 
ordinary Dreſs made them hs die With laughing, 
when 
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114 Boccace's Novels. 
when they ſaw him at a diſtance : but his Breeches I ne 
afforded them the moſt diverſion. When they came I ane 
near to the Bench, they obſerved that they could 90 lay 


under the place where the Judge fat, and that the [uf 
Board on which he ſet his Feet was broken, ſo that one 
might eaſily put his Arm through it, by which means I 1c 
they contrived to pluck down. his Breeches. After they IM fil 
had conſulted haw to manage their matter, and had or. He 
dered every one his part, they deferred the Execution Ml 31; 
till che next day, thinking there were not Spectators Ml mu 
enough. When they came the next day, they founda Ml the 
numerous aſſembly according to their Hearts content. hin 


Maſo and Ribi go up to the Judge, and take him by the I con 


Robe, one on one fide, and the other on the other. wo! 
Then Meſo cries out, Juſtice, Sir, Juſtice. This Thief tor 
that is before you here, has ſtoln a pair of Shoes from IM the 
me, which I beg you'll make him reſtore before you ff hep 
let him go. He denies the Fact, but it is not long pol. 
ſince I took him putting them to be new ſoled. R don 
hawling him on the other fide with all his ſtrength, M 16 
cries out, don't believe him, Sir, he is a very great Ml did 
Rogue, and would acquit himſelf by accuſing me. MW Mo 
He knew that I was come to accuſe him of Cheating IM to 
me of a Cloak-Bag ; and to juſtifie himſelf, or at lea I of ; 
to evade the Accuſation, he has invented this Lye of 
my Stealing his Shoes. I can bring Witneſſes to prove i __ 
what I ſay, but he has none. Lam ready, make what 
Proof you think neceſſary. Maſo makes a horrible noik, 
and Rib; was not much behind him. Whilſt the Judge 
was Attentive to underſtand them. Matteuxxo obſerving Wl Bru 
the Auditory very full of Expectation what the Iſſue ol 


| 4 
this Matter would be, he creeps down, no body taking -/ 
notice of him, gets under the Judges Feet, and pus # 


his Arms through the Slit, took hold of his Breechs 
by the Knees, and plack'd chem fo hard that they pre 
ſently fell down about about his Heels. The Judge 
perceiving it, biz not knowing how it happentd, 
would have pluck d his Robe about him, to cover 1 


NOYE L- LXEVL way" 
and fit down; but they held it one on the one fide, 
and the other on the other, making a moſt fearful Din; 
ſaying, this is very baſe, Sir, not only to deny People 
Juſtice, but alſo not to permit them to ſpeak. It was 
not the Cuſtom of that Country to draw ſuch trivial 
Accuſations in Writing. They held him thus, ſo long, 
ill every body ſaw that his Breeches were about his 
or. Heels, which made them all burſt out a Laughing. 
on Mattenx xo was ſoon gone, Maſo and Ribi went off 
O's WW murmuring and complaining againſt the Judge. Aſter 
da the noiſe was over, and the judge began to come to 
ent. himſelf, he put up his Breeches, and ask d what was be- 
the I come of the two Thieves, and began to. ſwear that he 
Nr, would know whether the Florentines had a Privilege 
et WF to pluck a Judges Breeches down when he was upon 
om the Bench. The Podeſtate, underſtanding what had 
zou happened, was very angry; but he began to be Com- 
Ns Wl poſed when his Friends told him that this had not been 
d done; but that whereas Judges ſhould be Men of 
tb, Honour and Learning, he had imployed none but ſor- 
eat BY did Blockheads that would do buſineſs for the leaſt 
ne Money. So finding that this would not much redound » 
3 1 his Honour, he thought it prudent to take no notice 
ol it. 


* 
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Bruno and Buffal macco feal à Pig from Calandrino, 
and having made him believe that: be ſtole it himſelf, 
they bubble bim cut of to Couple of Capons, tbat they 


o 


ſnould not tell his Wife. 5 


E having already ſpoken of this Calandrino and 
his two Friends, Bruno and Buffaimacco, it will 
de needleſs now to repeat their Characters. Let mo 1 
only tell you that Calaudrino had a County: Houſe ner 4 
I 2 Florencet 4 
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Florence; where, amongſt other things, he bred a Fat 
Pig every year. His Wife and he uſed always to gothi- 
ther in December to have the Pig killed, She being 


taken ill, he was forced to go alone. Bruno and Bufal. 


macco, knowing this, went to ſee a Prieſt of their Ac. 
quaintance, who lived hard-by. They learnt the day 
when Calandrino was to kill his Pig, and taking their 
Friend the Curate, went to ſee him, who made them 
very welcome. He ſhewed them his Pig, which was very 
good and fat, they commended his good Husbandtp, 
as he himſelf alſo did, telling them he would falt it to 
ſpend in his Family. You had better ſell it, ſays Bruno, 
we'll make merry with the Money, and you may tell 
your Wife that it was ſtole away. She'll never believe 
one word of it, ſays Calandrino, but will be as outragi. 
ous as a She- Devil ; beſides, I would not do fo for the 
World. They continued to preſs him, but he would 
not incline to it. Then he invited them to Supper, but 
did it with ſo much indifference and ſimplicity, that 
they refuſed it. Going home, Bruno asked Buff almacco 
and the Curate, if they would conſent to the tricking 
this fooliſh Fellow out of his Pig, if he could tell them 
how it might be done. They ſaid they ſhould be very 
glad to aſſiſt him, if he had but found out the way to 
do it. We ſhall do it very eaſily, ſays Bruno, it he do 


but leave it in the place where we ſaw it. Calandrinois 


very covetous of drinking when it coſts hum nothing, 
We'll go back and take him to the Tavern. Let Maſter 
Curate pay all, and we'll account with him afterwards; 
you'll ſee how Calandrino will guzzle, and then we 
ſhall eaſily manage him. They went back, called Cs 
Iandrino, and went all to the Tavern together, where 
the Curace promiſed to treat them with a Glaſs of molt 
delicious Wine. When Calandrino had got his full load 
he goes home, ſinging all the way, and went to Bed 
without thinking to ſhut the Door. The other two go 
home with the Curate to Supper, and then go to Calan- 
'drino's with ſome Inſtruments to open his Door 3 but it 
135 . happened 


er 
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happened there was no occafion for them, for they 
bund the Door open, and went in without any obſtru- 
on, took away the Pig, and carried it to the Cu- 
rates, When Calandrino got up in the morning, he ſaw 
his Door open, and finding his Pig gone, was in great 
perplexity. He run about to all his Neighbours, en- 
quiring if they could tell him who had ſtole his Pig 
but hearing no ridings of it, he fell a crying like a 
Child that was whipt. As ſoon as Brano and Buffal. 
macco got up, they went to ſee him, and found him in 
the greateſt Conſternation imaginable. Some Villain 
or other has ſtole my Pig, ſays he, with Tears ſtanding 


in his Eyes. Thar's very well, ſays Bruno, whiſpering 


in his Ear; you'll begin to be wile in time, keep al- 
ways in that ſtory. I ſpeak in good earneſt, ſays Ca- 
landrino, tis too true to make a Jeſt on. That's good 
again, ſays Bruno, go on, and bawl it out as loud 
25 you can, that every body that hears you, may 
believe that you were robbed indeed. C.:"zndrino ſtampt 
and ſwore like a Fiend, that his Pig was ſtole, and 
cried like a blind Man that had loſt his Stick. I under» 


ſtand you (ſays Bruno) believe it who will for me. 


Youil make me run mad, ſays Calandrino. Do you 
think that I difſemble 2 Would I were to be hanged up 
this very minute, if what I ſay be not true, that ſome- 
body has ſtole my Pig. What, would you have me 
damn my ſelf a thouſand times, to make you believe 
me? What fooliſh ſtuff is this, replies Bruno, did we 
not ſee it here laſt night? I fancy that you would have 
is delieve it flew away. Somebody has carried it away, 
lays Calandrino. I am ſtrangely ſurprized then, ſays 
Braw, very ſeriouſly, The worſt of all is, ſays Calan- 


anno, that J dare not go home. My Wife will never 


believe it, and I ſhall lead a moſt helliſn life. This is a 
great piece of Roguery, ſays Bruno; but in regard you 


fave done now, as I adviſed you to do yeſterday, it 


i not at all fair that you ſhould trick your Wife, and us 


o. You'll provoke me to blaſpheme God and all the 


1 Saints 
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EQ: Bocdace⸗ Novels. 
Saints in Paradiſe, replies Calandriuo. I tell you my 


Pig is ſtole, what would you have me to ſay to you, f 
it be ſo, ſays Bruno, we mult ſee if it be poſſible to ge 


it again. Theres the difficulty, ſays he, how can that there 
be done? You may imagine, ſays Buffalmacco, that no N 
body came from the Indies laſt night to ſteal your Pig, dan 
It's certainly ſome of your Neighbours. If you couldiiff a 
but get them together, I can make a Charm with we 
Bread and Cheeſe, by which you'll preſently know who « 


has it. Your Bread and Cheeſe will do nothing, ſays ol 
Bruxo, the Thief will ſmell the deſign, and you'll nere ou 


find him out by it. What will you do then ſays Bl. it fo 
mecco 2 We muſt have ſome Pills made of Ginger, and and 
{ome Malmſey for them to drink after them. We wil Eve 
invite them, and they will come without ſuſpecting belo 
any thing, and we may get the Pills charmed as wel a 


as the Bread and Cheele. To ſerve you, Pl! provide 
them, and if you'll give me Money, Tl go preſently 
to Florence and buy them. Calandrino gave him what 1 


Money he had about him, and deſired him to be expe- ths 
ditious, ſaying he would do him the greateſt kindnel at 
in the World, if he could but help him out of thi © 
buſineſs. Bruno goes to Florence, to an Apothecary Bo 
his Acquaintance, buys a Pound of Ginger-Pills, and M 
makes two others of Dogs-Turd and Aloes, and covers = 
them all very well with Sugar, and after he had bought. 

a large Bottle of Malmley , he came back to them. 15 
The next day being a Feſtival, he bid Calandrins invite © 
all thoſe he ſuſpected, whilſt the Pills were charming ſl "* 
The Gueſts met early inthe morning before the Church " 
with 2 great number of others, who came from Fl *? 
rence to take a Walk, and from other places thereabou © 

| Bruno and Buffalmacco come with the Pills and Wine W 
and ſet them all in a Ring. Bruno, who was the Ou © 
tor and Conjurer, tells them that Calandrino having lo c 

a very fine Pig, was deſirous to know who ſtole it, and I 
upon that account they were all invited to eat one 0 | 


thoſe Pills, and drink ſome of the Wine, and he 10 
OT” q 
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had ſtole the Pig would certainly ſpit up his Pill, and 
ind it more bitter than Gall. But if he that had ſtole 
it, would privately confeſs it to the Cut ate that was 
chere, it would be better for him than c expoſe him- 
elf publickly 3 and as for the reſt, wha: they eat and 
dank would be very pleaſant and delicious. They all 
unanimouſly declare they were very willing both toeat 
and drink, and being all placed in order, Calandrino as 
mell as the reſt, he began to give every one a Pill, but 
when he came to Calandrino, he gave him one of 
thoſe that he had made on purpoſe for him. He chewed 
it for a while, but at laſt finding it Rink very much, 


and taſting horrible bitter, he was forced to ſpit it our. 


Every one looking to ſee who ſpit out his Pill. Bruno, 
before he had quite done, heard ſome body behind him 
ſay that Calandrino had ſpit out his. Turning about, 
and ſeeing that he had ſpit it out indeed; perhaps ſome 
Accident or other, ſays he, aloud, made him ſpit it out. 
Ill give him another. Calandrivo found this worſe than 
the firſt, but endeavoured all he could to keep it in; 
at length he could endure it no longer, ſo out it 
comes, and makes his Eyes run with water. Then 


Buffalmacco, who ſerved the Wine, and Bruno that di- 


ſtributed the Pills, and the whole Company that 


drank, ſeeing it, cried out with one Voice, that Ca- 


landrino had robbed himſelf, and fell abuſing him moſt 


intolerably. When the Company was gone, Bruno 
and Buffalmacco began to banter him. I knew very 


well before; that you had robbed your ſelf, ſays one, I 
am told, ſays the other, that you have a Miſtreſs hard- 
by, have not you made her a preſent of your Pig? You 


are the greateſt Banterer of your whole Profeſſion, do 


you remember the Plains of Mugnone, where you 
carried us to find Stones, and when you had led 
us a fine dance, you ſneaked home, and would 
fain have made us believe that you had found the 
Stone that made you inviſible 2 So now you would 
have ſworn us into a belief that you had loſt your 

14 | Pig; 
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120 Boccace's Novels. 
Pig; but by your good leave we'll be your Bubbles no Ml ges 
more. Now, in regard you have put us to a great Ml i h 
deal of trouble to procure this Charm, fo we expea IM rout 
that you ſhall give us two Couple of Capons to make Eye 
us amends; if vou do not, you muſt not take it ill if Ml om 
we give your Wife an account of the whole matter, fer 
Calandrius was a going to {wear heartily that the Charm con 
ſignified nothing, and that he did not meddle with MW fout 
the Pig, but upon ſecond Thoughts choſe rather to had 
give them the Capons, than expoſe himſelf to his Ml (ati: 


n 2 — r — — nc — — — — 


ife's Fury. | ow! 
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A Widow, that a young Student was in Love with, in. {; 
triguing with another, made him ſlay a long Wmir nel 
might in the Snow, to wait for ber coming to him. He i mo 

ads à way to be revenged on ber, by making ber ſtand i het 
à whole day in July, expoſed to the violent bear of the of 

Sun, and the ſtinging of Waſps and Hornets, to 
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Here was at Florence a young Widow, named H:- ve. 
lena, deſcended of a very good Family, both 28 
Rich and Beautiful. She was extremely pleaſed with IM u!: 
the freedom of a ſingle Life, and having a Gallant. MW 0 
that did divert her in her Widowhood, ſhe never in- te: 
tended to Marry again. A young Gentleman of Fl m) 
rence, Whole name was Renieri, who was a Student at wt 
Peris, come home, where he was very much eſteemed. IM di: 
Bat Love often attacks the moſt wiſe Men, and Re- W 
pieri being at a Feaſt, where the Widow was in het IM ic: 
mourning Dreſs, as Widows commonly go here, ſhe IM Jo! 
ſeemed to him the moſt charming Creature that he had be 
gver ſeen, and the moſt agreeable to make a Wife for cet 
a Gentleman. He would be obſerving her from tims ge 
to time, and conſidering with himſelf that things « [2 
, # | 24 | great 
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geat value, are difficult to come by, reſolved to make 
1 his whole buſineſs to pleaſe her, and gain her Fa- 
dur and Reſpect. The Lady did not always keep her 
xyes fixed on the Ground, but look d under her Vail, 
ſometimes on one fide ſometimes on another, and ob- 
r. ſberring Renieri, preſently perceived his Paſſion, and 
m concluded that ſhe had got an humble Servant. She 
th; found by the number of his Sighs, that her Charms 
to had engaged his Heart; and cold it with the greateſt 
is WM Gatifaftion, to him on whom ſhe had beſtowed her 
| own. She believed it would be very eaſie to increaſe 
his Flame, and therefore ever now and then caſt a 
A Glance upon him, that gave him to underſtand that 
he with Pleaſure obſerved his growing Paſſion. Re- 
nieri quits his Philoſophy, and turns Cupid's Pupil, He 
enquires where ſhe lived, and chought it ſufficient, at 
* WJ fiſt, to go often by her Door, under pretence of Buſi- 
'r WM nfs, which the Widow, being of a coquetiſh hu- 
e mour, was very proud of. He gets acquainted with 
d her Maid that waited on her, makes ker che Confident 
of his Amours, and deſires her aſſiſtance, promiſing. 
to reward her good Offices very nobly. The Maid 
promiſes to do her utmoſt, and tells her Miſtreſs that 
very day, She laughs at him, ſaying, theſe Scholars act 
as imply as other Folks, he makes but very indifferent 
nfs of the Wit he ſtudied for at Paris; come, we'll make 3 
good ſport with him. Pray when you {ee him again, 5 
tell him, that I am very ſenſible of his Paſſion; but that . 
ny Honour is very dear to me, and I will do nothing 
t WM Vhereby I ſhall be aſhamed to ſhe my Face amongſt La- | 
dies of the beſt quality; and if he is as wiſe a Man as the A 
World ſays he is, he will reſpect me the better for it. This 8 
ſeeming favourable Anſwer put him into a Rapture of 4 
Joy. He makes a more vigorous Application, writes 
her very gallant Letters, and ſends her Preſents. She re- 
eeired all very kindly ; but her Anſwers were always in 
| I general Terms. Things continuing thus for ſometime, 4 
aft ſhe told her Gallant of Renier's Courtſhip, which 1 


put 
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put him into very great Confuſion. The Lady, to fi- 
tis ſie him that his ſuſpicion was groundleſs, ſent word to 
Renieri, that being willing to give him better Aſſurances 
of her Affection, ſhe hoped to find a favourable op- 
portunity of Diſcourſing with him in the Chriftmy. 
Holidays, and if he would come into her Court-Yard, 
the night after Chriſtmas Day, ſhe would come to him 
as ſoon as poſſibly ſhe could. The Scholar thought 
himſelf the moſt happy Man in the World, and wy 
very punctual at the place appointed. The Maid re- 
ceived him, and ſhut him in a ſmall Court. Yard, 
where he was expoſed to all the Severities of the Sex | 
| fon. The Lady had ſent for her Lover, ſo they ſup- 
ped together, and afterwards diverted themſelves as 
they had often done before. Then ſays ſhe, Sir, to 
I convince you that you were jealous without Cauſe, I 
would have you to be Eye-Witneſs of the extraordi- 
nary Kindneſs that I have for your ſuppoſed Rival. She 
told him that he was ſhut into the Court-Yard, there to 
ſpend the night to allay the heat of his Paſſion. The 
weather was very bleak, and abundance of Snow fel], 
fo that when Renieri had been but an hour in the Yard, 
he was almoſt benumbed with Cold, for it froze very 
hard; but the hopes he had, that he ſhould be ſufficiently 
recompenced for what he ſuffered, made him very pa- 
tiently undergo thoſe hardſhips. - After ſhe had let him 
tarry a long time in this ſtarving condition, the 
Widow carries her Gallant to a Window, where they 
could fee Renieri by the Moon-ſhine, without being 
ſeen themſelves, and then bid her Maid tell him, that 
mY me was forry to make him wait ſo long in ſuch a 
_ place, in fo bitter a night, but her Brother came to Sup 
_ nt with her, and was there ſtill; bat that as ſoon as ever 
he was gone, ſhe would come to him, and begged of 
him not to take it amiſs of her. Poor credulous Re- 
nieri took all for Goſpel, and defired her to tell her Mi- 
ſtreſs, that he would not have her make her ſelf uneaſi? 
upon his account, that he would wait till ſhe won at | 


* 
1 — 1 PIR 


oy. 
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eiſure, only deſired her to come as ſoon as ſhe could. 


Her Gallant hearing this, was very well pleaſed, being 
fully perſuaded that if his Miſtreſs had but the leaſt Kind. 


frozen to death after this manner. The Maid ſhut the 
Window, and went to Bed, and ſo did the two Lovers. 
All this while poor Renieri, who was ſtiff with cold, 


b alk d up and down to get himſelf a heat, curſing the 
Vas Widows Brother and the bad Weather, and fancying 
of that every thing he heard was ſhe coming to relieve 
'd, him. When it had ſtruck Twelve (ſays the Lady to 


her Lover) What think you now of our Scholar 2 


4 Which do you think greateſt, his Wiſdom, or the Paſſi- 
45 on he has for me? Sure this cold night will quite ex- 
to tinguiſh that Fire, the Meſſage I ſent him Cother day 


kindled in him. Madam, ſays her Lover, you have 
given me ample Demonſtrations of the ſincerity of, 
your Affection, and I will always endeavour to ſhew 
that my Heart is only devoted to your Service. Theſe 


| mutual Endearments having drawn on freſh Embraces, 

J they had a mind to go and divert themſelves again with 

1 Renieris Sufferings. They both get up, and go to 
1 the Window, and thence ſee the unfortunate Lover 
J dancing in the Snow, to the chattering Muſick of his 


: Teeth, which ſerved inſtead of a Violin. Going from 
| the Window, ſays ſhe, Sir, don't you fee that I can 
make People Dance without a Fiddle 2 The Gallant, 
laughing, ſaid, Excellently well, Madam. Let's go 
down, Aays the Widow, that we may make the Je{t 
compleat. Vl ſpeak to him, to fee what he will ſay. 
She goes ſoftly to the Door that went into the Court- 
| Yard, and calls him very ſoftly. Renieri, hearing his 
name, thought this was the end of his Suffering, goes 
upto her, and knew her by her Voice. Dear Lady, 
ſays he, 1 humbly beg you toopen the Door, I am al- 
| moſt dead with Cold. I cannot believe it, ſays the 
Widow, after a bantering manner, that ſo hot a Lo- 
ver as you ſeem to be, can be ſo very ſenſible of Cold. 


RT g 2 


neſs for Renieri, ſhe would not ſuffer him to be almoſt 
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The Weather is not ſo bad as you imagine; it is true in- 
deed it ſnows, but you have worſe Weather than this at 
Pars. I cannot open the Door yet, my Brother is here 


/ fill, but it will not be long before he is gone, you ſhall 


not ſtay longer than is abſolutely neceſſary; I ſtole away 


vou to have a little Patience. If Iwere but under ſome 


Melter, Madam, ſays Renieri, I would ſtay as long à 


you pleaſed, the Snow falls ſo faſt that I ſhall be ſmo- 
theted in it. I dare not open this Door, Sir, ſays ſhe, 
it makes ſuch a horrible Noiſe. Til go and take my 


leave of my Brother, and come and let you our. Pray | 


good Lady, let it be as ſoon as poſſible, for God's ſake, 
fays poor Renieri, and get a good Fire, that I may 
Thaw my ſelf, for I am nothing but Ice. It was not 


| very long ago, ſays the Lady, that you ſent me word, 


that the flame of your Paſſion was ready to conſume 
you, and do you now talk of being Ice. Can heat 
and cold ſubſiſt in the ſame Subject? I am your humble 
Servant, have a good Heart, and ſhew your ſelf a Man 
of Courage. Her Gallant, who heard all this, could 
hardly forbear laughing out aloud, and when they 
went to Bed together again, they ſpent the reſt of the 
night in giving and receiving mutual Favours , and 
drolling on poor Renieri. This poor Devil, finding no 
body come to his relief, had leiſure enough to ſhake his 
Teeth, and ſtand like a Crane, ſometimes on one Leg, 
and ſometimes on another, curſing the ſharpneſs of 
the Seaſon, the Widows hard Heartednels, the length 
of the Night, and his ewn Folly. Then he plainly 


ſaw that he was trick'd and abufed, and endeavoured 


to open the Door, ar get out ſome way or other, but 
all to no purpoſe, he was bound to tarry to fee what 


would be the end of it, When it was break of day, the 


Maid came and brought him a great many Excuſes 
upon the Widows Brothers account, and aſſured him, 


though things fell out ſo croſs now, yet ſhe would ſoon 


find out a convenient opportunity to make him ay 


juſt now to give you ſome Inceuragement, and deſire 


a 


FP Ä 


TY 6 22 * 


ſor his preſent Diſappointment. Roesieri was not a Man 
tobe twice caught with the ſame Bait, and knowing that 
Threats ſerve an Enemy for Armour, ſeemed to take all 
very patiently, and being very hoarſe, only ſaid, That 
e never knew ſo bitter a night in all his Life; but that 
he was very well aſſured that his Miſtreſs was not the 
leaſt in fault, and ſo hoped that ſhe would be pleaſed 


Ito remember what he had ſuffered for her fake. It 


had like to have coſt him his Life, for the Cold had 
ſized on his Vitals. The Phyſicians were at a ſtand 
how to recover the uſe of his Nerves, which were 
ſhrunk up with extreme cold; but his Youth, good 


Conftitution, and the Skill and Care of his Phyſicians, - 


at laſt ſet him upon his Legs again, As ſoon as he was 


pretty well recovered, he pretended the ſame Paſſion 


for the Widow, though he hated her now, as much as 
eyer he loved her before. ; 
Time furniſhed Renieri with a very fit opportunity ta 


| revenge himſelf on his cruel Miſtreſs For Madam 
| Heleng's Gallant, either out of his natural Inconſtancy, 


or elſe being weary with ſo long an Intriegue, left her, 
and entred himſelf into anothers Service. This ſcorn 


ful Deſertion had like to have drove her into Deſpair. 


Her Maid not knowing what to do to comfort her, 


and ſeeing Renieri go by the Houle every day, a No- 
non came into her Head, that ſo great a Scholar as he 


was, might have a Secret to make People be in Love, 
and was of Opinion that he could force her Miſtreſſes 


Gallant to return and be conſtant to her again. She 
had heard that ſuch things could be done by Necro- 


mancy, and Renieri had ſuch an Univerſal Character for 


| a very knowing Man, that ſhe did not in the leaft 
doubt but he was very well skilled in that Art alſo. 
| She acquaints her Miſtreſs with her Thoughts, who 
preſently, not conſidering that if Renieri had the Secret 


to procure Love, he would have made uſe of it on his 


own account, gave orders to her to ſpeak to him with 


the firſt opportunity. The Maid delivered the Meſ- 
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ſage to him, who was very well pleaſed with it; and 
bid her tell her Miſtreſs from him, that ſhe need not 
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trouble her ſelf any more upon that account, for he dig Ml 89! 
aſſure her, that if her Lover were at the furtheſt pat LO. 
of the Indies, he'd make him come back and beg par. Ml Pf 
don for leaving her; but how this was to be done he We 
would acquaint her himſelf when ſhe thought fit to ap. dei 
point. Upon this aſſurance ſhe ſent him word that Bai 
ſhe would meet him ſuch a day in Santa Lucia del prat); alrs 
ſhe came, having quite forgot that ſhe had like to hae MI ©! 
been the death of him formerly, and tells him her IM of 
whole mind, defiring him to aſſiſt her. Tis true, um 
Madam, ſays Renieri, that Necromancy is one of the tle 
Sciences that I ſtudied at Pars, I know it perfealy Ml Se 
well; but becauſe I eſteem it unlawful, I reſolved ne Ml 2! 
ver to make uſe of ir. But I can deny you nothing, ſai 
Madam. Give me leave to tell you, that you would il * 
have me perform the moſt difficult thing in the whole wh 
Art. The very perſon that would have their Loverre- fait 
turn to them again, muſt officiate themſelves, without WW ma 
fear; for the whole matter muſt be performed in the 2 
Country at midnight, without any, Company. Can MW F. 
you undergo all this, Madam? The Lady being more WW A 
amorous than wiſe, told him ſhe could undertake to do i Fi 
it, if he would but tell her what it was ſhe muſt do. Then, Th 
ſays he, you muſt make an Image of Tin, made to re- © 
preſent the Perſon you Love. Then in the decreaſe MW © 
of the Moon, after your firſt Sleep you muſt bath your Mt 0 
ſelf Rtark-naked in running Water, with this Image in 4 
your Hand, being all alone by your ſelf, and this you the 
muſt repeat for ſeven times together. Then naked, as hid 
you are, you muſt get up into a Tree, or on the top the 
of a Houſe, and repeat theſe words, that I ſhall give — 
you down in Writing, ſeven times. Then, immediately * 
after you have ſaid them, two young Virgins, of molt i Fu 


exquiſite Beauty, will appear to you, and in a very cour- 


tebus and obliging manner, ask you what you would N 
have them do for you. Then you may tell them * 0 
2 | ar), 


- 
LY 


oolcurity of the Night, her curious clear round ſwel- 


ſ 
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larly, but be ſure you do not name one thing for ano- 
ther. Then go down, and put on your Cloaths and 
go home, and you may be ſure that before day your 


Lover will come to you; beg pardon for his Fault, and 
promiſe you to be eternally conſtant for the future. 


We are all very apt to believe every thing that we are 


rery deſirous ſhould be ſo. The Widow ſwallowed the 
Bait, and fancied that ſhe had her Lover in her Arms 
already. I am very willing to perform all this, and 
things fall out very luckily. I have a Farm in the Vale 
of Arno, hard by the River. It is now Fuly, a very fit 
time to bath in, and near the River there is an old lit- 
tle Caſtle, uninhabited, in a very By-place, where the 
Shepherds have put a Ladder to go up to the top of it 
to look for their Sheep when they had ſtrayed. Renieri 
ſaid he did not know any thing of it; but if it were 
25 ſhe ſaid, it was the moſt convenient place in the 
whole World. Now was he ſo pleaſed to have ſuch a 
fair opportunity to revenge himſelf; he got the Image 
made, and ſent it to her with a long Harangue of his 


own framing, which was to ſerve her inſtead of a 


Prayer, and bid her be ſure to go about it next night 


| 'without any delay, He took his Man, and went to a 
Friends Houſe that lived hard-by this old ruined Caſtle. 
The Lady takes only her Maid, and goes to her Farm, 
and at Night makes her go to Bed, and pretends to go 


to Bed her ſelf too. When the appointed hour was 


come, ſhe goes out very gently, and went to the River - 
Arno, as near to the Caſtle as ſhe poſſibly could. Nei- 


ther ſeeing or hearing any body, ſhe undreſſes her ſelf, 
hides her Cloaths under the Buſhes, baths her ſelf and 


the Image ſeven times, and then goes up to the top of 

the Caſtle. Renieri and his Man hid themſelves hard- 
by, and ſaw all the Ladies motions through the W1l- 
| lows, and ſhe her ſelf went within two Steps of them as 


ſhe paſſed by to go to the Caſtle. The delicate whiteneſs 
of her Skin, which appeared bright notwithſtanding the 


ling 
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ling Breaſts, and indeed all her other parts, which à N. 
that time he had leiſure and opportunity to obſerm 
raiſed very ſtrong temptations in him; but when he coy be g 
ſidered who ſhe was, Tenderneſs and Compaſlin (ble 
could not get the A ſcendency. Love advifed him ty quit 
quit his Ambuſcade, and go and regale himſelf with My h 
that Beauty which would be ſoon out of his fight, ani Ml.; i 
his Reſentment had almoſt given place to that Paſſon Mir 
his Eyes had lately raiſed in him; but upon recolleRing ip 
how unhumanly ſhe had uſed him, Malice overcame af 
Compaſlion. and Love, and he could entertain no but 
Thoughts of any thing but Revenge. When the Lady Wille 
was got up to the top of the Caſtle, ſhe began to fte 
cite her Charms; and Renieri ſteps ſoftly, and takes + Myer 
way the Ladder. Having repeated it ſeven times, ſhe nd 
waits in expectation of the two young Ladies, and 
' waited ſo long that it began to be break of day, and 
ſhe found her ſelf ready to ſhake with cold. Then hs 
began to ſuſpect that Renieri had contrived this to be 
revenged on her ;. yetſhe had ſome ſatisfaction to think, 
that the Nights were nothing ſo long, nor the wes 
ther ſo ſevere as when ſhe plaid him that trick; and 
thought bim not ſo dexterous in his management as ſhe 
was. Then ſhe went to go down, but finding the 
Ladder gone, Good God! what a Conſternation wa 
ſhe then in! She was quite diſpirited, and faintel 
away with fear. When ſhe came again to her ſelf, ſs 
wept bitterly, and uttered Complaints, enough: to 
ſoften a Heart that was poſſeſſed with the moſt 1mplz- 

cable Reſentment, Now ſhe apparently ſaw that i 
was Renieri's doings, and repented that ever ſhe had 
diſobliged him, but more that ſhe had repoſed Truſt in 
him afterwards. She looks about to ſee if ſhe could 
find any other place to get down at, but there being 
none, her Sorrow was renewed and augmented. Miler-1 
able Creature that I am! ſays ſhe, what will my Big 
| thers, Relations, and Neighbours ſay 2 Nay, what wil 
all Florence ſay, when it is known that I was Fought 

| K ſar 
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and Reputation, which I have ſo long maintained, will 
be quite loſt, and if I had a mind to frame ſome plau- 
ſble Excuſe, Renieri, who knows the truth of all, will 
quite ruin my deſign. Theſe doleful reflections had like 


ſerved that for the laſt extremity. When the Sun was 
p, ſhe looks about on every ſide to ſee ifthere were any 
of the Shepherds thereabouts, to ſend for her Maid; 
but ſhe ſaw no body, only Renieri, who had been 2 
ſep under a Buſh, and was juſt then awake, and who 
Lifter an inſulting way asked her if the young Ladies 
were come yet. Then the Widow fell a weeping again, 
2nd begg'd of him to come nearer to her. He goes, 
ſhe lies flat down on her Belly, ſhewing nothing but 
her head, and being ready to burſt with Grief, ſays, If I 
have abuſed you formerly, Renieri, you have now ſufh- 
ciently requited me, I am very ſorry for what I did 


There is no ſweeter Revenge than to have it in our 
power to ruin oux Enemy, and yet to forgive him. 
[ own I deſerve nd Favour from your Hands; but. I 
hope you'll do that out of reſpect to your ſelf, that 
you have no reaſon to do upon my account. Pray let 
Imy Cloaths be brought me, and ſet the Ladder in its 
place again, that I may get down. Don't be the oc- 
cation of my loſing my Honour, which you can never 
reſtore to me again. What will it advantage you to 
make me the common Subject of Reproach ? Tis true 
What Idid once make you ſpend a night very uncome 
fortably, but to make you amends, whenever you 
pleaſe you ſhall paſs another as agreeably on my ac- 

count. Be ſatisfied,that I know that it is in your power to 
Jo what you pleaſe with me. The Eagle thinks it no 
f Honour to deſtroy a poor Pigeon, and you are a Man 
1 Wo! too great a Soul to imploy all your Forces againſt a 
1 lilly Woman, whom you haye puniſhed ſufficiently al- 
. 5 | e E 


Wo:rkinaked on the top of this Caſtle? My Honour 


0 have made her throw her ſelf down headlong; but 
x5 there is always à fixed time for Deſpair, fo ſhe re- 


to you, but more for being ſuch a Fool to believe you. 
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ready: for Gods ſake therefore take pity on me. Thi; 


Diſcdurſe created Pleaſure and Pity both together in 
him; Pleaſure to be ſo ſucceſsſul in his Revenge, and 


Pity to ſee a fair Lady in ſo miſerable a condition; and 
his humanity, and the {mail remainder of Love he had 


for her, ſtir*d up his Tenderneſs and Compaſſion. Yet 


Revenge was ſtill predominate, and he anſwered, 
Madam, if my Entreaties, which were not attended with 


Tears indeed; nor fo tenderly worded; could have pie. 
vailed upon you that night, when you thought to hart 


made me ſtarve to death, to have let me had ſome ſhi. 
ter from the Snow, which continually fell upon me; l 


| ſhould be very wilhng to do hat you deſire Remem- 


ber, good Lady, that whilſt I was in your Court-Yard 
ſhaking and chattering my Teeth for extreme cold, you 
were diverting your ſelf in your warm Bed with your 
Gallant. Make 'yoir application to him, Madam 


he'll take care to preſerve that Honour, you are fo much 


concerned for, and with whom you have ſo often en. 


truſted it. Who ſhould aſſiſt you rather than he? Cal 


him, Madam, you are intirely his, and no queſtion but 
he will come to your relief. See if zhe Love you har 
for him, and your good Sence joyned to his, can er. 
tricate you out of the Hands of that Fool you ſo ſe 
verely inſulted on. You are very liberal of choſe Fr 
yours that J have not the leaſt eſteem for. Keep your 
agreeable Nights for your Lover. For my part I utter 
Iy diſclaim any right to them. No Madam, I have e. 
nough of being your Coxcomb once. It is not long 
ſince you called me Fool, and now I am a very worthy 
Gentleman. I fee the Reaſon of this alteration, but 
this Reaſon will do you no ſervice now.” Thoſe that 
have no Compaſſion themſelves, ought to expect non 
from others. I am no Eagle, nor are you a Pigeon, 
you are rather a Viper that ought to be treated without 
Mercy. Thoſe that revenge” themſelves, ought to 16 
turn more evil than they received; ſo I cannot be rt 


What 


venged on you, bur by ſuffering yu to pine to dealt 
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What I have done to you, is more properly Chaſtiſe- 
ment than Revenge. Beſides a little paultrey Beauty, 
which Time and Wrinkles will ſoon deſtroy, I value you 
no more than' the meaneſt Servant in the World, and 
when you die the World will have no great loſs of you. 
This Chaſtiſement will do you a great deal of good, 
it will teach you more wit than to abuſe thoſe Perſons, 
that are capable of reſenting it. Jump down, if you 


have ſuch a mighty mind to be down; your death, 


that will deliver you out of all your Miſery, would be 
the moſt pleaſant fight in the World to me. I 


found out a way for you to get up where you are, can- 


not you find out one to get down? When Renieri had 
ſud theſe ſevere things, they forced a Flood of Tears 
from her, and her Sighs would hardly permit her to 
ſpeak, but at laſt ſhe ſaid, If that accurſed Night, of 
which you have juſt Reaſon to complain, is never to 
be forgotten by you; if my Fault is ſo great, that nei- 
ther my Youth, Beauty, Tears or Prayers can move 


you s yet methinks the late Truſt and Confidence 1 


repoſed in you, ſhould incline you to treat me with leſs 
Inhumanity. If you'll but pardon me, I do aſſure you 
that [ will quit-all mankind, and intirely devote my ſelf 
to your Service. My Beauty, which you contemn fo, 


and think fo tranſitory, one would think, were ſuffici- 


ent to pleaſe a young Man as you are for ſome time. 
As cruel as you are to me, yet I can hardly believe 
that you cbuld take pleaſure to ſee me die miſerably. 
Your hatred can never be fo great againſt one you 


once loved. Take pity of me then, and after I have 


endured the cold of the Night, don't ſuffer me to be 
expoſed to the ſcorching Beams of the Sun, whoſe heat 
begin to feel already. What you talk of the Confi- 
dence you repoſe in me, ſignifies nothing (ſays Renieri) 
you did it only to procure your own Pleaſure. I owe 
it to your Intereſt not to your Good-Will, and you're 


much miſtaken if you think, that if it had not been for 


that, I ſhould have wanted an opportunity to have done 
M1” K 2 „„ 
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my ſelf Juſtice on you. I had laid ſo many Snares for | 


you, that it was impoſſible but I ſhould have caught you, 
and it is very happy for you that you have fell into one 
that is the moſt ſupportable, and leaſt diſhonourable, 
Pray, Madam, don't forſake any of your Gallants for 
me. I neither deſire nor expect any ſuch Sacrifice. 
Such Coquets as you are, mind nothing beſides your 
Pleaſure, and for my part I ſhan't be ſufficient to ſa- 
tisfie you. You are often taken with appearances, not 
conſidering that they are moſt commonly falſe. Thoſe 
that are advanced in years move gently in an even and 
durable pace. Young Men will not be ſatisfied with 
one Miſtreſs, their defires are as large as the Objectz 


they ſee. They are ſubjet to Change, and love va- 


riety, as you know by fatal Experience, and think that 
the Favours they receive, are only the payment of a 
juſt Tribute, and take Pride publickly to boaſt of 
them. Old Men are Conſtant, Generous, Humble, 
and Diſcreet; Youare alſo mightily miſtaken, if you 
imagine that your Amours are a ſecret at Florence, it is 
the whole Town talk, and it's very ſtrange that you 


that are ſo much concerned in it, ſhould be the laſt that 


know it. If you have a mind to come down you may 
break your Neck very eaſily. But in regard you will 
not not do it, becauſe you think it will pleaſe me, let 
me only tel] you, that when you find the Sun begins to 
ſcorch you, you ought to remember the Cold that [ 
endured, and if you have but the Art to mix them to 
gether, the Sun-beams will be more tolerable. Your 
Promiſes and fine Words ſignifie nothing. You 
deſpiſed me when I loved you. I went and made my 
Application to another Beauty, who knew my Merit 
better, and did me Juſtice. Then ſays Madam He- 
lena, Can nothing prevail upon you? Let me beſeech 
you by the love that you bear to the Lady that has 
done you Juſtice, to take picy on me. I can refuſe no- 
thing upon her account, ſays Renieri ſmiling ; tell me 


where your Cloaths are, and I will go and tetch mw 
| | j or 
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for you; ſhe preſently told him. But it being much a” 
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u. bout Noon, he ſet his Man Sentry, commanding him to (all 
i et no body come to her till he came back, and went and ; | 

le. dined with his Friend, and took a very pleaſant Nap Ii 

or I afterwards. Madam Helena, in the extremity of her vil 

e, &fition, at laſt began to have ſome ſmall hopes, bl 

ur WI ſometimes ſhe ſat down, ſometimes ſhe ſtoed.up, and at 1 

l. laſt ſhe eſpied a place where there was a little ſhade, a 

or and went there, and fell aſleep with a mind poſſeſſed i 

e of ſome hopes, though very full of fear. It being 


14 MW now high Noon, the Sun ſhone down right upon her 
curious Skin, and not only parcht her Fleſh, but 
o made great Chaps every here and there, which 
were ſo very painful to her, that they waked her, not- 


tf withſtanding the great inclination ſhe had to ſleep. 
Being thus miſerably broiled, and offering to ſtir about, 
of WI ſhe fancied her Skin crackt like burnt Parchment, when 
. ſhe ſtretched her Joynts out. She had alſo ſo grievous 
u painsin her Head, that ſh2 thought every moment it 
z would rend in pieces; and the top of the Caſtle which 
ue trod upon, was ſo hot, that the was forced to be conti - 
t nually in motion. But what was yet more 1ntolerable, 


chere being not the leaſt breath of Wind, a vaſhnum- 
ber of Waſps and Hornets flew about her, who find- 
ing the Chaps in her Skin, did ſting her there fo fe» 
rerely, that it was juſt as if ſhe received a thouſand 
pricks with Bodkins every moment. Under theſe mi- 
ſerable Circumſtances ſhe curſt her own hard Fortune, 
her Gallant, and Renieri. Being laid down out of ex- 
treme wearineſs and faintneſs, both with Hunger and 
Thirſt, ſh2 gets up looking about to ſee if there were 
any body near her, reſolving to call them to her 
aſſiſtance. The exceſſive heat cauſed every body to 
retire, ſo that ſhe could hear nothing but Graſhoppers, 
nor ſee any thing but the River Arno, the light of whole 
Waters made her Thirſt the more intolerably. The 
Woods, Houſes, and Shades that ſhe ſaw, tended allo 


to augment her Miſery. 
K 3 But 
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But to return to Renieri, whom we left alley, 
It was full three hours before he awaked, and went to 
the Caſtle, to ſee what was become of the unfortunata 


Lady. She hearing him bid his Servant go home to 


Dinner, laid her Belly on the Ground again, and. | 
weeping bitterly, ſays, You have made me pay {& 
verely for what I did to you. I kept youto be frozen, 
but you have put me to be roaſted, and periſh with 
hunger and thirſt, Death would be-more welcome to 
me than Life, andT am under ſuch extreme Torture, 
that I ſhould eſteem it a very great favour, if you would 
put an end to my miſerable life. If I do not deſerve ſo 
great a kindneſs from your Hands, pray do but help 
me to one draught of VVater. Renieri knew well 
enough by her Speech, that ſhe was very Paint, and 
began to have ſome compaſlion on her, yet could not 


forbear telling her, if ſhe had a mind to die, that ſhe 


might be her own Executioner, for he would not. Pl] 
give you ſays he, as much Water, as you gave me Fire, 
I had nothing but a ſtinking Dunghil, to defend me 
againſt the Cold, and you ſhall have ſweet ſcented 
Roſe-water, to quench your Thirſt. You'll caſt your 


Skin 96 the Snakes do, and have the clearer Colour for 


it. How happy would it be for you, could you but 
change your Heart with your Skin? Barbarous wretch, 


replies Helena, what muſt you inſult over me, after 


all your cruelty ? You could not have treated me more 
inhumanely, if I had cauſed your whole Family to 
die all the moſt painful deaths imaginable. A moſt 
bloody Villain, that had aſſaſſined a whole City, could 
not be dealt with more rigouroufly. You' deny me 


- a draught of Water; which is not denied the greateſt 


Malefa&or at the Gibbet. In regard you are inexo 
rable, I will patiently expect my Fate. God have 
mercy on my Soul, and revenge the Cruelty you have 
inflicted on me, of which He himſelf only is Witne(s. 
Then with difficulty ſhe retired, and called a- thouſand 


= times an Death to come and eaſe her Miſery. Nigit 


coming 


. N 


D . * 
* 
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coming on, and Renieri thinking that now he Was 
pretty even with her, Weopped: Uprher; Ione, and 


touble, for the. loſs of her Miſtreſs. Iwiſh, ſays he, 
I were as well revenged on theo, as Iam on thy Miſtreſs, 
but you ſhall not go ſcot-free. Go and help her, 
you'll find her in a very: pretty condition. The Maid 
ptefently knew the Cloths, and believing that he had 
murdered her, was under a diſmal Apprehenſion, what 
would become of herfelf As ſoon as Renjers was gone, he 


Id made a moſt horrid Outecry, and ran with the Cloths 
lo towards the Caſtle. Reviers was hardly get athouſand 
lp Strides from thence, but a Tenant of Helena s, who 


looked for two Pigs that he had loſt, came uſt by the 
d Caſtle, and hearing the doleful and piteous Complaints 
ot chat ſne made, called out as loud as he could roar. 
e She knew his Voice, and getting as nigh the Edge of 
dhe Wall as ſhe could, ſpeaks to him to go and fet 

e, her Maid to her. The Fellow all amazed, asked her 
e how the got up there. Madam ( ſays he) they have 
d been looking for you all this day long: The Ladder 


cr being very old and rotten, when it was ſtirred, it fell 


r all to pieces; ſo the Country-man took them up, and 


t tied them together as well as he could. Whilſt he was 


doing this, the Maid comes ſtaring like one out of her 
r W Vits and crying all the way. Do not torment your 
o WM {lf fo, Girl, ſays her Miſtreſs; I am here, but in a very 
bad Condition, bring me my Cloths. She crying, 


well as it could, the Country-man helpe the Maid up, 
who ſeeing her Miſtreſs lye along upon the ground, 
reiembling a Block of burnt Wood more than a hu- 
mane Body, fell to tearing the very fleſh off her Face, 
and roared out as bad as if ſhe had been murdering ; 
but Helena pacified her, and bid her make haſt and dreſs 
her. It was ſome comfort to her, that no body knew 
where ſhe was, but only ſhe that brought her Cloths, 
and her Tenant, to both which ſhe enjoyned the utmoſt 

K 4 ſecreſie. 


carried them to her Maid, whom he found in great 


laid they are all here. The Ladder being mended as 
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. . 
ſecreſie. It was very painful for her to get down, not: 
- withſtanding, the Country- man took her on his Shoul. 
ders, but her Maid who came after her'careleſly ſet. 
ting her Foot beſide one of the ſteps, fell down and 
. broke her Leg. She made ſuch a doleful noiſe, that 
the Country man was fain to ſer Helena down upon 
the Graſs, and run to ſee what was the matter, who 
took her up and carried her to her Miſtreſs. This 
ſecond Misfortune was a great addition to the other. 
She expected more aſſiſtance from her Maid, than 
any other Perſon, and now ſhe was quite incapacita- 
ted to do her any ſervice. She was ready to ſink with 
ſorrow, and took on ſo extreamly, that the Country- 
man not being able to comfort her, fat down and 
cried with her. Night coming on, Helena got the 
Country- man to carry her to his own Houſe, and 
then he, his two Brothers and Wiſe, went to fetch the 
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Wt Maid. After they had made Helene drink, and heart 
1M ned her up as well as they could, they carried her into her 
= Chamber. The good Woman made her eat, undrel- 
"4 ſed her and put her to bed, and the next night carried both 
"0 her and the Maid to Florence. The Lady who had an 
= excellent hand at framing Stories, gave a very plauſible 
5 account of this Adventure, and made her Brothers 


and other Relations believe, that evil - Spirits had abuſed 
her after that manner. They ſent for Phylicians, 
who after ſome time cured her, though her Skin had 
ſtuck to her Cloths in ſeveral places. They alſo took 
dare of the Maid. Madam Helena never thought of 
her Gallant afterwards, but prudently avoided both 
Love and Raillery. Renieri hearing that the Maid 
had broke her Leg, thought that now he had ample 
Satisfaction, and never mentioned one word of the 
rr 1 TT "2 
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NOVEL LXXVIL 
ginelloccio les with his Friends Wife, who finding it 


im the [ame ſer vice. 


Here lived two young Citizens in Sienna, ones 
Name was Spinelloccio, and the others Zeppe. 
Bang Neighbours, they very often viſited one another, 


They had each of them very handſome Wives. Spi- 
Y whoccio going very frequently to Zeppa's Houſe, whe - 
ther he were at home or not, at laſt fell in Love with 


courſe continued a good while before Zeppe perceived 
it: but one day he being at home, and his Wife not 
knowing it, Spinelloccio comes and asks for him, and 
his Wife telling him chat he was not at home, he 
makes no more ado, but preſently falls a kiſſing of 
ber. Zeppa who ſaw this, ſays never a word, but lies 


ſees his Wife and Spinelloccio claſpt arm in arm, and lock 
themſelves up in her Chamber. This made him ver 
angry; but conſidering, that if he made noiſe enoug 


[io publiſh his own diſgrace; he reſolved to revenge 
himſelf without noiſe, and pay him in his own Coin. 
Spinelloccio being gon away, in goes Zepps to his Wife, 
vho was ſetting her Head-cloths to rights, which Spi- 
velloccio had tumbled with hugging her. When he 
came to her he ſaid, what are you a doing, my Dear? 
Don't you ſee ? ſays ſhe. Yes, ſays he, I ſee, and I ſaw 
ming elſe too, that did not pleaſe me very well. 
Then he fell into a very great Paſſion, and ſhe . 
[tat he knew all, quaked for fear, and confeſſe 
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— 


out, contrived a way to lock bim into 4 Cheſt, and did 


and ſeemed to love, as if they had been own Brothers. 


his Wife, and lay with her. This amorous Inter- 


ſtill to ſee what the end of it would be. At laſt he 


toprevent them, it would alarm the Neighbours, and 


what 
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what ſhe could not deny, begging Pardon with tear 
in her Eyes. Zepps told her, he would forgive her on 
Condition, that ſhe would get Spinelloccio to meet he, 
0 morrow Morning about Nine; and that when ſhe 
heard him coming, ſhe ſhould put him into a prey 
Cheſt which he ſhewed her, and that afterwards ſſe 
would do as he bid her. To get pardon, ſhe promiledMihat 
to perform whatever he required. The next Morning le 
the two Friends walking out together, as ſoon a5 fon. 
truck Nine, Spinelloccio who had promiſed to mes nou 
His Miſtreſs at that Hour, tells Zeppa, that he wastol not 
Dine that day with a Friend, that he would not mak be p 
them tarry for him, and therefore deſired to be en but 
euſed. Zeppa told him, he would not detain him hy 
any means, but it was a great while to Dinner: time 
yet. Spinelleccio ſaid that he was obliged to be there 
ſome time before, to diſpatch ſome Buſineſs that they 
had to do. When he had taken his leave, he goes; 
little way round about, and then directly to Zepu, 
Wife. He was ſcarce got thither, but in comes Zen. 
His Wife hearing it, and pretending to be very time 
rous, bids her Gallant get into the Cheſt, and after 
ſhe had ſhut him in, goes out. As ſoon as Zeppa fan 
this Wife, he asked her if ic were time to go to Dinner, 
She ſaid it was juſt ready, and that ſhe would ſend it 
in as ſoon as he pleaſed. I parted with Spinelli 
Juſt now, ſays he, he's gon to Dinner in the City at a 
Friends, and therefore go and deſire his Wife to come 
and dine with us. Fear had made her very obedient 
and tractable, fo ſhe goes and brings her Neighbour 
with her. Zeppe received her with a great deal of reſped, 
and made a fign to his Wife to go into the Kitchin, 
fo taking his Neighbour by the hand, he leads her 
into the Chamber, and ſhuts the door to them. She 
finding that ſhe was ſhut in, ſays, Was it for this that 
ou ſent for me to dine with you? Is the Friendthio 
betwixt my Husband and you come to this? Madam, 
ſays Zeppa, holding her faſt by the hand, and W 
TH. | 7 
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| ſhe had been even with her. 
open the Cheſt, and tells Spinelluccios Wiſe, Madam 
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ler to the Cheſt, before you are angry with me, do 
ut hear what J have to ſay. I love your Husband as 
well as if he were my own Brother; but he takes me 
o be more ignorant than I am, and no doubt thinks that 
[do not know that he lyes with my Wife, as well as 
with your ſelf. It is no longer ago than yeſterday 
that I caught them at it, ſo by way of reprizal, I de- 


Ire to lye with you, and will expect no other Satisfacti- 


on, If you will not acquieſce, I have him ſafe e- 
rough, and will treat him in ſuch a manner, as ſhall 
not be very pleaſing to either of you. She could not 
be perſwaded to believe any ſuch thing of her Husband, 
but Zepps told her ſach particulars, that ſhe began to 
ive credit to him, and fays, In regard you will re- 
renge my Husbands Fault on me, I am willing, on 
Condition, you make my peace with your Wife, for 
my part, I freely forgive the Injury ſhe has done me. 
| will be ſure to do it, ſays Zeppa, and beſides I will 
vive you a better Jewel than any you now have. He 
kiſſes her, and manages her very tenderly upon the 
Cheſt, where they ſtay as long as they pleaſed. Spi- 
wheccio hearing every word that was ſaid, was in a 
great paſſion, and though he was lockt up, he had a 
great mind to rail at- his Wife. But at laſt conſidering 
that he himſelf was the firſt Aggreſſor, and that Top 


bad only paid him in his own Coin, he reſolved that 


that ſhould not break off their Friendſhip, His Wife 
claimed the Jewel that was promiſed her, Zeppa called 
his Wife in, who ſaid to her Neighbour, that now 
Her Husband bid her 


there is the Jewel I promiſed you: It will be hard to 


| determine which was the moſt aſtamed, Spinelloccio to 


lee Z-ppa, who knew what he had done, or his Wife 
to ſes him, who had heard what was done upon the 
Cheſt, Well, out gets Spinelloccio, and tells Zeppa, now 
Weareeven, and it you'll believe me, we'll never be 


Joie Friends for all this, and in regard we had no- 


thing 


— 
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ttzhing before, but what was common between us, ber! 
ſides our Wives, pray let them be now ſo to, for the 
future. Zepps liked the Propoſal, and they all fou 
dined together, and were as good Friends as ever, 
And as before the Women had two Husbands, ſo noy 
each Husband had alſo two Wives. 
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| NOVEL LXXIX. 1 
Bruno ænd Buffalmacco, one Night lead a Doctor of 
Phyſick into a ſtinking Ditch, where they leave bin, 
under pretence of entring bim into a Society, that we 


into Corlica. - 


Imone da Villa, a Perſon more remarkable for the 
Eſtate his Anceſtors had left him, than his own 
acquired parts, returning from Bologna with his Scarlet 
Robes, and Doctor of Phyſicks. Cap, took a Houl: 
in the Vie del Cocomero This new Doctor was as in- 
quiſitive to know the Character of every one that 
paſſed by his Door, as if he deſigned to prepare and 
compound Medicines for his Patients, by obſerving 
their Geſtures. He more particularly took notice of 
two Painters Bruno and Bufalmacco, whole names we 
have mentioned before, whom he generally ſaw toge- 
ther, and thought (as indeed they did) lived the molt 
pleaſant and contented, of any Perſons he ever (an, 
He was often asking every body who they were. Un 
derſtanding they were Painters, who very ſeldom ate 
rich, he thought it impoſſible, that Perſons of fo tender 
Fortunes, could be ſo gay and pleaſant, and therefore 
fancied that they had ſome private way of living, which 
people did not know of, and the rather, becauſe they 
were generally eſteemed to be Men of Wit and Inge 
nuity. The better to inform himſelf of this matte, 
he had a very great deſire to be acquainted with them, 
or at leaſt with one of them, and Bruno happened i0 


be the Man. They had not converſed long rogerer 
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bee Bruno perfectly ſounded him, and found him a meer 
empty-pated Fellow. They both were very well pleaſed 
with each others Company. Bruno made himſelf merry 
with the Doctors ſtupid Ignorance, and the Doctor was 
extreamly pleaſed with the Converſation of a Man of 
o much Merit as Bruno. The Doctor treated Bruno 
rery often at his Houſe, and one Day after Dinner 
te very familiarly tells him, that he did admire how 
Buffalmacco and he being Perſons of ſo mean Fortunes 
u they ſeemed to be, could be always ſo pleaſant and 
jolly ; and earneſtly deſired him to tell him their Se- 
get. Bruno thinking it a very impertinent queſtion, 
returned ſuch an anſwer as it deſerved. In regard 
Doctor ( ſays he) you are a particular Friend, I will 


tell you, on Condition, that you'll never diſcover it 


to any body; for I would not tell it to any Perſen in 
the whole World, beſides your ſelf. Tis true that 
Buffalmacco and my ſelf, live as pleaſantly and happily, 
25 any Perſon in the whole City, let them be who 
they will, and perhaps better than you imagine; yet 


I muſt needs own, that what we have coming in, will 


hardly buy us Bread and Water. Now we neither Cheat, 


| nor Steal; but only go into Corſica, and there we can 


have whatever we want or deſire, without doing any 
wrong to any one; and by this way we maintain our 


@ {ves ſo well. The Doctor not underſtanding what 


be meant, believed ic very firmly; and deſired him to 
tell him how it was, proteſting · not to diſcloſe it to 
any one living. Bruno tells him that it was fo great a 


Secret, that he durſt not tell it him, for if he did, it 


would be the utter Ruin of him, and all that was dear 
to him in the World, upon which account, he delired 
to be excuſed. Bruno ſaid this only to make him the 
more eager, and ſo the Doctor made him a thouſand 
Proteſtations of eternal Secreſie. Then Bruno, after he 
had made a few more ſlight excuſes, ſays, that he had 

en ſo very civil, and obliging always to him, and 
believing that he was a Man of Honour, _ 
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whoſe Name was Michele Scotto, for whom a great 
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would keep his word, that he could refuſe him nothing 
and would reveal it to him, though it were a Secret of the 
laſt importance. Lou know Sir, that not long ſing 
there dwelt a very learned Necromancer in our City 


many Gentlemen had a very extraordinary Reſpeg. 
When he went away, he left two of his Scholars thx 
were very Learned Men alſo, giving them ſtrict Or. 
ders to do the utmoſt that lay in their Power, to 
oblige thoſe Gentlemen, that had been ſo very king 
to him. Theſe two Perſons were ſerviceable to the 
Gentlemen, not only in their Amours, but in other 
Affairs alſo. They liking both the City and Inhabp 
tants of Florence, reſolved to ſettle there, and contrad- 
ed a great Acquaintance and Friendſhip, without re 
ſpecting whether they were Gentle or Simple, Rick 
or Poor, if they were but agreeable to their humour, 
To oblige their Friends, they erected a Society of about 
five and twenty Perſons, who were to meet twice a 
Month, at an appointed place. When the whole 80. 
ciety came together, every one told theſe Scholar 
what he wiſhed for, and they were always ſure to have 
it before night. Buffalmacco and my ſelf got acquaint 
ed with them, and at laſt grew ſo much in their Fs. 
vour, that we were entred into their Society, and are 
ſill Members of it. It is an incredible thing to re- 
late the Richneſs of the Tapeſtry of the Hall where 
we feaſt, the Plenty and Magnificence of our Enter. 
tainment, the great number of Perſons of the beſt 
Quality, of both Sexes, that wait upon us. We drink 
out of, and eat upon, nothing, but what is made of 
pure Gold and Silver, and every one is ſerved with 
whatever he wiſhes for. We are diverted with ll 
ſorts of harmonious muſical Inſtruments, and it is al 
moſt impoſlible to reckon how many large White. 
Wax Candles we burn at one of theſe Feaſts, and 
what vaſt quantities of all ſorts of Sweet-meats ae 
conſumed there, and the Wine is delicious beyond Ev 

| preſſion. 
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on. We are all then fo richly Clothed, that we . 
"gear like fo many Emperours. But what is ſtill 
ef ore raviſhing, is, that we need but wiſh for any of the 
5ſt Women in the whole World, and they are brought 

„ from the moſt remote Part, in a moment. You'll 


ere ſee Preſt er Fobus Wife, that has Horns growing 
betwixt her Buttocks. After we have all eaten as 


e looght to tell you, that theſe Chambers are as rich, 


Expreflion. The Beds are all far more rich and 
5 mignificent than the Duke's of Venice. Il leave you 


Company. None were ever better provided for, than 
+ WM f4/macco and my ſelf. He has very often the Queen 


1 the two greateſt Beauties, in the whole World, and 
r have pleaſed theſe Princeſſes fo well, that they 
„vil refuſe any other for us. Now ll leave you to 
7 jidge, if any Perſons have more reaſon, to be pleaſant 
nd content than we, for beſides the Love and Affecti- 
+, Ions of theſe two great Queens, which we are firmly 
„ uted of, we need but ask them for a thouſand or 
ue wo chouſand Ducats, and we preſently have them. 
e. hs is what we call going to Corfice, and in my opini- 

on very properly, for we, like Pirates, plunder the 


neyer reſtore what they take, whereas we do as ſoon 
8s we have done with them. Was not I much in the 
Wight, to enjoyn you Secreſie? This Learned Doctor, 
whoſe Skill ſcarce amounted to cure Childrens ſcabby 
Heads, believ'd all this as firmly as his Creed, and was 


thoughts, judged it convenient, to engage him more to 
bis Intereſt, by conferring ſome new kindneſſæs upon 
| | him, 


noch, and danced as long as we pleaſe, every one 
etires'to his Chamber, with the Lady he wiſhed for. 
j Palaces perfumed with fragrant Scents, beyond 


togueſs what we do on theſe fine Beds, wich ſo good 


ſof France, and I the Queen of England, which are 


ole World, there is only this difference, that they 


very deſirous to be admitted into this admirable Socts 
&, He could hardly, that very moment, forbear de- 
ring Bruno to get him admitted; but upon ſecond 
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his Gallery, which the Doctor very much admired, 


744: Botcace's Novels.” | 


him, before he asked this great Favour of him. Aﬀer 
this, Bruno eat no where elſe but at the Doctors, who 

retended to have ſuch an extraordinary Kindneſs for 
— that he could not live without him. Bruno, who 
always hated Ingratitude, painted the Story of Lent 
in the Doctors Hall, an Agnus dei, at his Chamber. 
door, and an Urinal at his Street door, to ſerve for a Sign, 
He alſo painted the Battle of the Rats and Cats, in 


When Bruno happen d to Sup with the Doctor, which 
was but very ſeldom, he told him that he had been with 
the reſt of the Society, and that the Queen of England 
having ſomewhat diſobliged him, he made the Cam: 
dra of the GrandCham of Tartary, come to bim. 
What means Gumedra, ſays the Doctor? I don't un- 
derſtand it. That's no wonder, ſays Bruno, for I tell you 
that Porcegraſſo and Vannacena, can't ſpeak one word 
of it. Talk of Hippocrates and Avicenna ſays the 
Doctor. Nay, ſays Bruno, I as little underſtand your 
Terms as you do mine. Gumedra in the Tartariay 
Language ſignifies Empreſs. Oh ſhe's a ſweet ter- 
ture! If you did but once fee her, you'd * forget 
your Medicines and Plaiſters. Theſe and ſuch like 
Stories that he told, made him ſtark mad to be of this 
Society, and fancying that the great kindneſs he had | 
ſhewn him, had ſufficiently ſecured him to his intereſt, 
he reſolved now to tell him his mind.One Evening hold- 
ing the Candle to him, whilſt he was at work upon tie 
Battle of the Rats and Cats, and there being no body 
elſe by, after a very ſerious and grave manner, ſays, 
There is no body in the whole World, that I would do 
ſo much for as your ſelf, therefore do not take it amils, 
if I ſhould beg one favour of you. Ever ſince I firſt heard 
you talk of that moſt agreeable Society you are a Mem: 
ber of, I never was ſo deſirous of any thing in the 
World, as to be admitted into it. And whenever! 
am, I will give you leave to call me the greateſt Cor 
comb in Chriſtendom, it I do not make the 175 
: adh, 
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Lady, that you ever ſaw, with your Eyes come thithee. 
{aw her laſt year, and could not forbear 
ling in Love with her. I offered her 8 
o mogroſs of Bolagna i, jf ſhe would be kind Much about 
oo me but ſhe would by no means comply, #7-+-halfpence 
Let me therefore beg of you to tell me | 
1. MW what I muſt do, to get admitted into your illuſtrious 
n Ml Society, and you ſhall always find me your aſſured Friend, 
d. and one that will ever Love and Honour you. 
h MW You ſee I am a very handſome Man, how well 
h ſhapd my Legs are, my Countenance is as freſh as 
d Wl :Roſe,and I am a Doctor of Phyſick into the bargain x 
nnd your Socigty may have occaſion for one. I have a 
u. thouſand excellent Accompliſhments. I can ſing a- 
1 bundance of curious Songs. Pray let me ſing you 
u one. Then he begins to bray like an Aſs. Bruno for his 
d lie, could hardly forbear laughing out right, but with 
much ado did. keep it in. There's for you, Friend, 
ur i {xs the Doctor. What think you of it? Why truly 
Doctor, ſays he, you ſing ſo charmingly, that Sagine- 
*, Viols are but dull Mufick to you. You'd hardly 
et believe me, unleſs you had heard it, ſays he. I can 
ke Wl ſing you a great many more. As ſimple as you ſeg 
us WF me here, my Father was a Gentleman, although he 
al i dwelt in a Cottage, and I am deſcended from the Val- 
ſt, bier by my Mothers fide. There's ne're a Phyſician 
de in Florence has ſo fine a Library, or fo rich Cloths as 
he my ſell. Let me then beg of you, that you'll be ſo 
dy Wl kind as to get me admitted into your Society, and if 
„ youll do ms this kindneſs, be ſick to morrow and III 
do cure you for nothing. Bruno knew him too well, to 
ls, Wl be ſurprized at his diſcourſe; but to make him 
rd believe that at preſent he was very intent on his paint- 
m. ing, ſaid, Pray, Doctor, ſnuff the Candle, and I will 
he I talk with you, as ſoon as I have finithed theſe Rats-tails. 
I Then Bruno pretending to be very angry, tells him, 
That he was very well aſſured, that he would do great 
10 things for him, but that this which he now asked, was 
J. | L in 


— 
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in his opinion, a thing of extraordinary great Coy: | K 
ſequence, although he ſet ſo flightly by it. There ul 
no Perfon in the World, that T would do a thing of Ml 54 
this nature for, but in regard J have ſuch 4 great re. Ve 
ſpe& for you, and you have ſuch a perſwaſive Flo. 5 
quence as cannot be withſtood, it is impoſſible for me 


to deny you any thing. You are a great admirer of 00 
Beauty, and upon that account T have freſh Obligati- 1 


ons to ſerve you. I muſt tell you that my intereſt is not 6 | be 
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1 very great there, as you may imagine, but becauſe one 15 
E runs no Riſque with a Man of your Diſcretioh, I wil D 


tell you what you muſt do to gain admittance into 4 
our Society, and I do not in the leaſt queſtion, but that the Þ 


1 r 


| noble Library you told me of, and thoſe excellent Þ 
* Qualifications you are endowed with, will ſoon pro- 8 


cure you a very favourable Reception. We have always D 
a Captain,and two Counſellors,that govern our Society, 
which are choſen every ſix Months. Next Election ch 
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Buffalmacco will be Captain, and I ſhall be one of the I 5 
Counſellors. Now the Captain having a very great Inte W be 
reſt, in the introducing of a new Member, tis my opi- 's 


nion that it will be very neceſſary for you, to get ac 
quainted with him, and by your generons Deportment 0 
towards him, engage him to be your Friend. He i211 
great admirer of Men of Learning and Generoſity, and | 
when he ſhall find you ſo diſcreet and judicious a Perſon 
as you are, he will preſently have a very great Eiteem 
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4 | for you, and if he does but once eſpouſe your Intereſt, of 
* you need not in the leaſt queſtion ſucceeding. I hare : 
got given him a very great Character of you already, and f 
i! he has a very great mind to be better acquainted with I 
bt you, and if you'll but manage this point only, let me 2 
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alone for all the reſt. I like your advice very well 

ſays the the Doctor, and if Baffalmacco does love Men 10 

of parts, he ll be very fond of me as ſoon as ever he knows i 

me. I have Brains enough co furniſh a whole Ci”, ,, 

| and leave ſufficient for my ſelf too. Bruno takes leave I f. 
| wb him, goes to Buffalmacco and tells the whole Sor D. 
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#ho was very impatient, to be concerned in the In- 
tigue: The Doctor being very eager to take his 
Voyage to Corſica, gets Bruno to deſire Buffalmacco to 
do him the honour to ſap with him. One Supper 
brought on another, and the Doctor treated them 
every day, with the niceſt Rarities and beſt Wine he 
could get. The Painters at firſt uſed ſome Ceremo- 
nious Compliments, but at laſt ſuffered themſelves to 
be prevailed upon by the Doctors earneſt Entreaties, 
and were very often nobly entertained by him. The 
Doctor finding a convenient Opportunity, to make 
the ſame requeſt to Buffalmac co, as he had before to 
Bruno, Buff slmacco began to ſtorm and rave, calling 


| Bruno a thouſand hard Names, accuſing him of betray- 


ing the Society, and diſcovering their Secrets. The 
Doctor proteſted to him, that he had it from another, 
and talked ſo very gravely and judiciouſly to him, 
that he ſoon pacified him. Sir, Jays Buffalmacto, it is 
very evident that you have been at 3olagna, and know 
how to keep a Secret. I ſee plainly that you did not 
learn your A BC, as moſt Block-heads commonly do, 
and if I am not very much miſtaken, you were 
born on a Sunday. Bruno indeed told me, that you 
were a very learned Phylician, bat he never told 


me, that you could command Hearts ſo by your reaſon 


and eloquence. ' Then the Doctor turning to Brune, 
lays, you ſee, Sir, what it is to have to do with Men 
of Senſe. This worthy Gentleman would fain com- 
prehend all my Leann and Abilities at once, bur 
it muſt be a great while before he'll know me thorough- 
ly. Ah, Buffalmacco, ſays he, you would have ſaid 
another thing, if you had ſeen me at Bologna. There 
was neither Great nor Small, Learned or Illiterate, but 
Icharmed with my fine Language and profound Know- 
ledge. I know ſo well how to pleaſe and divert, that 
when J ſpeak, every body laughs, and when 1 came 
from Bologna, I left many a ſorrowful and heavy Heart 


behind me. They preſſed me ſo hard, that it was very 


difficult 
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2 Fackes, or naſty 
| Dungbil at Florence. is this Counteſs, ſays the Doctor? 
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difficult for me to withſtand the earneſt Solicitations 
they made for me to continue there. They offered 
to make me ſole Profeſſor of Phyfick; but I refuſed it 
to come and live upon a very great Eſtate, that I have 
here. Now, Buffalmacco, ſays Bruno, I hope you're con- 


vinced that what I ſaid concerning the Doctor, was 


but his juſt due. I believe you'll acknowledge that 
you are to blame for not believing me, when I told you 
that there was ne're a Phyſician in the whole City, 
had ſuch Skill in Aſſes Urine, as the Doctor has, 
You'll not find his Fellow betwixt this and Paru. l be. 
lieve now you ſee, that one can hardly deny him any 
thing. It is very true, Bruno, ſays the Doctor, and they 
don't know me yet in this City. I wiſh you had but 


| ſeen me with the great Doctors. There's no need, 


ood Doctor, ſays Buffalmacco, to ſee you with the 
octors, to make me believe that you are a. greater 
Man, than I thought you were. I give you my word that 
Vil do all that is in my power, to get you initiated into 
our Society. This promiſe increaſed his Compliments, 
and the good Chear he treated them with. His fooliſh 
extravagant diſcourſe was better to them than a 
Comedy, and they promiſed that 


he ſhould have the Counteſs of 


* C:villari for his Miſtreſs, Who 

She is a very great Lady, ſays Buff ah 
macco, there are few Houſes where ſhe has not ſome 
Juriſdiction: All the World pays her Tribute, and 
ſound a Trumpet behind them in Honaur of her. She 
generally keeps cloſe up, but when ſhe does go abroad, 
ſhe has a moſt odoriferous Fragrancy. She goes ſome- 
times to waſh her Feet in the River Arno, but her 
greateſt Reſidence is in the Kingdom of Laterina. Af. 
ter he had given a Character of the Officers belonging 


to this great Counteſs, they run over ſuch a Lift of 


her Nobles, as would make a Penitent laugh at Con- 
teſſion, giving him great aſſurance, that he ſhould 11 
a | , brace 


c 


tune to be mightily diſappointed; The Doctor was 


© ſhould behave himſelf. Baffalmacco tells him that in 


ou. When he finds that you are not afraid of him, 
E boldly upon his Back, not offering to mention the 
Name of God, or any of the Saints. When you are on, 


| Where the Society meet. If you are deficient in any of 


© 5 2 great injury, and your ſelf no kindneſs. Gentle- 


NOY EL EXXIX uo 
wace this great Countebs, if they had not the misfor- 


atreamly well pleaſed with the deſcription they had 
gen him of the Counteſs, but much more, when 
ſome few days after, they came to bring him the news 
of his being Elected into their Society. That day on 

whole night the Aſſembly wai to meet, the Doctor 
invites them both to Dinner, and asks them how he 


the firſt place, he muſt be very brave and couragious, 
otherwiſe they ſhould meet with obſtacles, that would 
be very diſadvantageous to them. To this end when 
people were in their firſt ſleep, he muſt get upon one of 
the new Tombs at Sancta Maria Novella, dreſſed in one 
of his richeſt Robes, and that for two reaſons, Firſt 
to make the better Figure before the Society. Second- 
y that the Counteſs may not think worſe of you, than 
we have repreſented you; becauſe ſhe told us that 
iu regard you were a Gentleman, ſhe would make 
you Knight of the Bath, at her own Charge. You 
muſt tarry upon this Tomb, till a black horned. Beaſt 
not very tall, come to fetch you, who will come Kick- 
ing and Leaping before you, with a deſign to frighten 


be will come up to you very gently, then do you ger 


Clap your Hands upon your Breaſt, without touching 
ths Beaſt, who will carry you very quietly to the place 


thee matters; I tell you before-hand, that the Beaſt will 
tro you into ſome naſty ſtinking place or other. So 
that il you are not ſure you can punctually obſerve theſe 
Directions, you had better tarry at home, for you'll do 


men, ſays the Doctor, 1 ſee you don't know me yet, 
and you judge of me only by my Gown and my Gloves. 
| have done a great many brave things in my Life, 
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perſwade her to go along with me, ſo I took her faſt 


— noe 
"7 


Fault at all, it will be that I ſhall be too bold. Pl 


r 
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had ſome very important buſineſs, and takes his Scarlet 


ſoon made him very impatient till the Beaſt came. Buf- 
Falmacco, who was a large, ſtrong, well built Man, and 


+ hideous and terrible, which had Horns faſtned to it. In 


* 


= 


but I'll only give you an account of two. Whilſt 1 
was as Bologna, I went with ſome young Companions 
of mine, to pick up Whores. We met a little brisk 
Wench that reached juſt up to my Elbow, I could not 


hold by the Hair and dragg'd her above a hundred 
yards. Another time I went over the Cordeliers-Church- 
yard after Midnight, though I knew that a Woman 
had been buried there that very Night, ſo you have 
no reaſon to queſtion my Courage; if I have any 


put on my Scarlet-Robe in which I took my Degree, 
and yau'll fee, they all will be very glad to entertain 
me when they ſee me; and if they don't make me 
a Captain preſently, it will not be long before they will, 
I alſo promiſe my ſelf great matters from the Countels, 
who is ſo very much in Love with me, before ſhe has 
ſeen me, that ſhe will needs make me a - Knight of 
the Bath. - You'll find that Knight-hood will become 
me very well, for I know how to maintain the Gran | 
deur of it. That you can as well as any Man in the 
World, ſays Buffalmacco; but don't deceive us, but be 
ſure that you are there, when the Beaſt comes to 
fetch you. I tell you this, becauſe you DoRors are 
bred very tenderly. I'm none of thoſe. ſays he, do you 
ſleep in quiet, for you ſhall certainly find me at the 
enden. 1 
When the Painters were gone, and it began to 
draw towards night, he pretends to his Wife that he 


Gown, without any ones knowing of it, and gets upon 
the Tomb to which he was directed, where the Cold 


very active withal, got a great black furr'd Gown, 
made to reſemble a Bear, and a Mask that lookt very 


this Dreſs he goes to Sancta Maria Novella, and Bruno 
"Ts followed 


Fear. After Buffalmacco had prance 
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pllowed at 2 diſtance to lee how matters went. AS 
ſoon as he ſaw the Doctor, he makes a moſt horrible 
noiſe, and kicks and flings about like mad. This made 
the Doctor quake for fear, and wiſh himſelf at home 
2nd abed; yet the great deſire he had to ſee thoſe. 
wonderful things they told him of, 1 above his 
m zed and danced about 
for ſome time, he goes very gently up to the Tomb. 
The Doctor was in ſuſpenſe whether he had beſt get 
wor no. Then he began to be afraid that he would 
do him ſome miſchief if he did not, and fo the ſecond. 
ear expelled the firſt, and up he gets very quietly, ſay- 
ing, God preſerve me. He ſettled himſelf, as well as he 
ould, and did not forget to put his Hands upon his 
Neal as he was directed. Buffalmacco goes very ſoftly 
toward Santa Maria della Scala, and carries his Doctor 
juſt to the Ladies of Ripo/#, Hard · by that place, there 
was a Ditch, into which they threw all er of filth 
ind naſtineſs, and amongſt the reſt abundance of the 
Counteſs they had promiſed him. Buffalmacco, taking 
his opportunity, gets cloſe to this Ditch, and throws his 
Rider in Head foremoſt, and then begins to kick and 
prance again, and then goes to find his Companion, 
who was hard by, but was forced to get further off for 
fear of laughing ſo loud as to be heard. Both of them 
being extremely pleaſed with the Succeſs of their Affair, 


| ſtaidto ſee how the Doctor would get out of the Coun: 


teſſes Arms. The poor Devil, finding himſelf in ſuch 


an abominable place, did all he could to get out, but 


ſtill fell down again, ſometimes on one fide, ſometimes 
on the other,, and beſmeared himſelf from Head to 
Foot 3 but at laſt, with great difficulty, out he gets, 
with his Belly full of the Syrrup he wallowed in. He had. 
nothing but his Hands to get off the moſt groſs part 
of the filth about him, and goes home without his Cap, 
very diſconſalate. He was forced to knock a good 
Wile before they let him in, and when the Door was 
ſhut after him, Brano and Puffalmacco crept cloſe to the 
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Houſe, to hear how his Wife received him. She cal. 
led him all the names ſhe could think of. Youre well 
enough ſerved ſays Jhe 3 what you put on your beſt 
Gown to go to ſee your Miſtreſs ? Was not 1 ſufficient 
for you? Youre a rare dirty Doctor indeed, you had 


an honeſt Woman for your Wife at home, and yet muſt 
needs run after Whores. Such Diſcourſe as this was hi 
Entertainment all the time they were a ſcr aping and 


making him clean. Next day Bravo and Buffalmacis 
painted their Faces and Bodies black and blue, juſt as if 


they had been ſeverely beaten, and then went to ſee 


their Doctor. When they had juſt ſet their Feet upon 
the Thr ſhold they ſmelt the Fragrant Odour that the 
Doctor had brought with him from the Counteſles, The 


Doctor ſeeing them goes to meet them, and compli 


ments them as he uſed to do. They made him no return, 
but ſeeming to be both in a very great Paſſion, railed 
againſt him, accuſing him of being unjuſt and perfidi. 
ous to them, ſaying that they had like to have been 
murdered for endeavouring to ſerve him, and very near 
being expelled their Society ; and to prove what they 
ſaid was true, they took him into a darkiſh corner of the 
Room, and opened their Boſoms, ſhewing the Marks 
of their Bruiſes, but preſently covered them again, 
Then the Doctor began to make an Apology for him. 


elf, and tells them into what an horrid place he was 
thrown , but Buffalmacco preſently interrupted him, 
faying, it was a thouſand pities you were not thrown off 


the Bridge into the River Arno. What a Devil made 
you recommend your ſelf ro God and his Saints ? Did 
not we particularly tell you that you ſhould do no ſuch 
thing? Indeed, ſays the Doctor, I did not do any ſuch 
thing. Come come, ſays Buffalmacco, its falſe, for 


the Creature that was ſent to bring you, told us you did, 


and beſides that, you trembled like an Aſpen-leaf, and 
did not know where you were. This is the firſt time 
we were ever impoſed upon at this rate, and I do aſſute 
you it ſhall be the laſt, The poor Doctor endeavoured 
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(0 excuſe himſelf, and earneſtly begged of. them not to 
erpoſe him dan geg⸗ and the better to engage them 
6 Secrelie, treated them oftner, and more nobly than 


ie had done before. 45. 1 5:1; Selen . 
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1 Sicilian Punk cheats 4 Merchant of all the Money be 
bad at Palermo, afterwards he comes thither again and 
chears her, by way of Repriſal. ; 


TT was formerly a Cuſtom at Palermo, and other Sea- 

Ports, that Merchants Goods were put into a pub- 
Ick Warehouſe, and committed to the Cuſtody of cer- 
tin Commiſſioners, who made them pay Cuſtom and 
Warchouſe-room, according to the quantity and value 
of their Commodities. There were Brokers alſo, who 
lifpoled of theſe Goods for ſo much per Cent. Nu. 
bong ago, a young Florentine, called Salabetto, was im- 
poyed by ſeveral Perſons to go and ſell a parcel of 


Coch at Palermo Mart, which amounted to between 
I fire and fix hundred Crowns. When he came there, 


aſter he had entred his Goods with the Commiſſioners, 


nnd put them into the Warehouſe, he goes up and down 
to ſeethe City, not minding to diſpatch the buſineſs he 


came about. In Palermo are a ſort of Women, as celebra- 
ted for Beauty, as they are infamous for Lewdneſs, and 
ate eſteemed vertuous only by thoſe that do not know 
them, When theſe Creatures ſee a Forein Merchant, 
they firſt enquice into the value of his Effects from the 
Officers of the Cuſtom Houſe, and afterwards lay their 
Baits to catch him. One of them, who went by the 


name of Madam Biancafiore, ſeeing this young Foren- 


ine, who was a very pretty Fellow, and enquiring in- 
to his Affairs, finding it worth her while, managed her 
matters ſo, that he cook notice of her Our Spark 
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gr, beſides your ſelf, could have made me come to 
| ys place. My dear Tuſcan, my Heart is not proof a- 
ginſt the power of your Charms. Some other gallant 
Diſcourſes having paſſed betwixt them, they both ſtript 
themſelves ſtarknaked and went into the Bath toge- 
ther, attended by the two Servants“ The Lady would 
needs waſh him her own ſelf with a Savonet made of 
Musk, and made her Servants waſh and rub her very 
dean. Then they went and fetched very fine white 
large Sheets, ſcented with the richeſt - Perfumes, one 
for her, and the other for Salabetto, whom they both 
wrapped up, and carried in their Arms to the Bed that 
vas ready made for them. When they had dane ſweat- 
ing they took away the wet Sheets, and left them to 
lie upon the others, where they ſprinkled them with * 
Roſe-water , Orange Flower. water, and Jeſſamine- 
water, which they had in curious Silver Bottles in the 
Basket, and then gave them rich Sweat Meats, and 
moſt delicate Wine. Salabetto was ſo raviſh'd that he 
could not fancy himſelf any where but in Paradiſe but 
her Beauty charmed him beyond all the reſt, and hearti: 
- y wiſhe that ſhe would have diſpenſed with all thoſe 
1. WH Ceremonies, and the Servants had been gone, that he 
de might enjoy his charming Miſtreſs It was not long 
before he had his deſire, ſhe orders the Servants to with? 
1d dra and leave a lighted Wax Candle in the Chamber. 
' The Lovers being now alone, ſhe preſently embraced 
e him, ſaying that ſhe was ready to die for love of him. 
, WH When they had been ſome conſiderable time together; 
the Lady, thinking it now convenient to get up, calls 
ber Servants, orders them to bring them more Wine and 
. dweat-Meats;and makes them dreſs her. Before Salabetto 
vent away, ſhe deſired him to do her the favour to come 
and Sup and Lie with her that Night. He being al- 
d ready ſufficiently enſnared by her Artifices and Beauty, 
uind not doubting in the leaſt of the Sincerity of liec 
d Affection, anſwered that it was his higheſt Ambition 
) WF to ſerve her either that Night, or whenever-elſe _ 
VVV woul 
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would pleaſe to command him: The Lady goes home I. 
has her Chamber ſer out to the beſt advantage, and 10 
orders a very noble Supper to be got ready: Sglabetty habe 
comes, and was received with all the reſpe& img her 
_ Sinable; and ſup'd very pleaſantly and plentifully. The He 
Grandeur of che Entertainment, and the Richneſs of M'" 
the Furniture, made him believe her to be a Perſon of zout 
che firſt Quality, and altho he had heard ſeveral ſcan. of 
dalous things reported of her, he lookt upon them only oft 
as the effect of Malice, and believed that if the had for- {Ml 
merly jilted others, it was not to be imagined: that the 
tender Affection ſhe had for him, would permit her to had 


uſe him uncivilly. Well, he ſpent the night with her Net 
as agreeably as he could deſire, and in the morning ſh Im 
diſmiſt him with a great many valuable Preſents, with nh 


freſh Aſſurances, that as her Perſon was at his Service, 
ſo alſo all that ſhe bad ſhould be at his Diſpoſal. Sal . 
Berto returned her Compliments, with endearing Em- 0 
| braces, telling her that nothing in this world ſhould be I 


able to alienate his Affections from her, and often after. | = 
wards came and diverted himſelf with her, free from =. 
all Jealouſie and Suſpicion. It was not long before he MI 
ſold his Goods for good Profit. Biancaſiore, by her E- * 
miſſaries, ſoon had intelligence of it; and one night 15 
when he came to Sup with her, ſhe ſeemed fo ex- 110 
tremely fond of him, that ſne was ready to expire in his Five 


Arms. If he happened to commend any thing ſhe 
had, ſhe would preſently preſs him to accept of it. 110 
There were two fine wrought gilt Cups ſhe would . 
have forced on him, but he had received ſo many 
things before, and never having preſented her with 
any thing, he would not take them, notwithſtanding 
all her importunity. At length when ſhe thought ſho 
was pretty ſecure of him, ſhewing likewiſe all the de- 
monſtrations of Love her ſelf, one of her Servants, 
according to her direction, comes, and calling her out 
very haſtily, ſays ſhe muſt needs ſpeak with her pre. 
ſently. She comes back into the Chamber to * the 
. cars 
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Tears ſtanding in her Eyes, and throwing her ſelf 
won her Bed, made moſt pitiful Lamentations. 8 - 
0 etro, being ſurprized at this ſudden alteration, takes 
„er in his Arms, and falls a weeping for Company. 


NOVYVE L IXXX. 


lle begs of her to tell him the occaſion of her Sor- 


ow, but ſhe ſeemed very unwilling: but at laſt, after 


* 
6 
ot WM :undance of Entreaties, ſhe ſays, that ſhe was the 
ot noſt miſerable Woman in the whole World; for 
„ut now ſhe had received a Letter from her Brother at 


s, that if ſhe did not ſend him a Thouſand - 


C | Crowns within eight days, though ſhe ſold all that ſhe 
e had in the World to raiſe them, ſhe would hear the ill 
o Pens of his being beheaded on a' publick Scaffold. 
Im at my wits end, ſays ſhe, to procure ſo much Mo- 
h nevin ſo ſhort a time. If I had but fifteen days time 
only, I would ſell ſome part of my Eſtate, or I could 
get ſo much in from thoſe that owe it me, but I can ne- 
rer do it in eight days. I would I were dead my ſelf, 
e aber than to live to hear that my Brother came to ſo 
infamous an end, and then cries and wrings her Hands, 

if ſhe were ready to die with Grief, Salabetto, who 
would haue been more Wiſe, if he had been lefs Amon, 
vous, believed her Tears and Sorrow to be real, took all 

. one ſaid for Truth, and began to comfort herunder 
this her great Affliction, ſaying, Madam, I cannot at pre- 


1 nt ſupply you with a Thouſand Crowns, but I have 
eke hundred at your Service, if I were ſure I ſhould 
s lre them again in fifteen days. As good luck was, I 


od my Goods yeſterday, and if your Letter had come 
ſooner, I could not have lent you one Crown. Dear 
Vir, ſays ſhe, then you have been in great Straits for 
Money. Why did you not tell me of it? Alchough I 


e einnot raiſe a Thouſand Crowns, yer I have a Hun- 
e. ed or two N at your Service. In regard you 
ts would not make free with me, I cannot tell how to. 
ut eccept of your offer. Salabetro was more taken with 
8 theſe Expreſſions of hers, than with all that ſhe had 


ad or done before, and earneſtly entreated her to take 
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em, añd further told her that if he had occafiori fr 
Money, he was ſo well ſatisfied of the Reſpeqt fþ 
had for him, that he would have made bold with het 
upon that account. Sir, ſays ſhe, now I am abſolutely cot. 
vinced that you intirely love me, but you had no occaſion 
for any thing to engage me further in your Service, You 
were ſole Maſter of my Heart before, but now I owe 
the Life of my Brother to you, which is an obligationf 
I muſt eternally acknowledge. I am very ſorry that! 
am forced to make uſe of your Kindneſs, conſidering 
that Merchants are always turning and winding thef 
Peny, but in regard Neceſſity forces me, and I an 
fare that I ſhall return it you very ſpeedily, I will ae. 
cept of your Kindneſs, and for your Security will make 
over theſe Houſes of mine to you. Then ſhe fell into 
his Arms, weeping and kifling him, who not being 
willing to leave her alone under ſo great an Affliction, 
Raid with her all night, and then went and fetched 
Her the Five hundred Crowns, which ſhe received with 
a merry Heart, though diſſembling Tears ſtood in het 
Eyes, he having only her bare word for the repayment 
of them, - Now the Scene began to be quite altered, for 
Salabetto, who before was always very welcome when- 
.ever he came, mer with very cold Reception, and] 
thought himſelf very happy if he could obtain Admit 
tance once in ſeven times. Her Looks were quite al. 
tered towards him, and her Entertainment and Cz 
reſſes were both very cold. A month being gone 
beyond the day of Payment; Salabetto asks for hi 
Money, but found nothing but Shams and Put off 
Then he reflected upon her Villany, and his on 
Folly 3 but having no Witneſſes, and nothing bit 
her Honour to depend on, which now he had great 
Reaſon to ſuſpect, he gave it up for loſt, not daring] 
to make his Caſe known to any one, becauſe he ha 
been told before, what ſhe was, and would not believe i. 
It was not long before his Correſpondents' drew a Bil 
for the Money on him. The better to conceal * 
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misfortune, .. he goes from Palermo to Noples, where 
Haro delia Canigieno, Treaſurer to the Empreſs of Con- 
faminople then was, who being a very ingenious un- 
derſtanding Man, and Salabetto's very good Friend, 
- ſome few days after his arrival, he gives him an account 

| of his Misfortune, deſiring his Advice, and that he 
would put him in ſome way to get a Livelihood, for 


"MF fnce this. unhappy Accident had befel him, he was 


| reſolved never to ſee Florence again. Canigiano' rattled 
him ſeverely for his Stupidity and Folly, which he was 
ſufficiently convinced of before, and then adviſed him 
to return to Palermo. Salabetto had ſome Money left 
Cd ſtill, and Canigzave. ſupplied him with what more he 


had occaſion for. He ordered him to make a good 


many Bales well filled and markt as uſually, and 
bought about twenty Butts, which were all filled with 
Water, but a little Oil that was put on the top of 
each of them. He puts all theſe on Board one Ship, 
and ſets Sail again for Palermo, being very well in- 
ſtructed by his Friend. When he arrived there, he en- 
ters his Goods in the Cuſtom-Houſe, and unloads and 
puts them into a Ware- Houſe, giving out that he-did 
not deſign to diſpoſe of them, until the arrival of a great 
many more that he expected every day. Biancaſiore 
ſoon had intelligence of it, and underſtanding that 
hs Cargo now was worth about Two thouſand 
Crowns, beſides what more was coming to him, re- 
ſolves to pay him the Five hundred Crowns, hoping 
thereby to draw him in for a greater Sum. She lends 
for him, and entertains him very nobly, without taking 
any notice that ſhe knew he had brought another par- 
cel of Goods along with him. Experience had now 
W taught Salabetto Wit, he goes to her, and ſhe makes 
an hundred Excuſes that ſhe had not paid him his Mo- 
ney before, and cells him that ſhe believed he was very 
angry with her upon that account. Indeed, Madam, 
(ſays he ſmiling) I had ſome other Affairs that did a 
little perplex me, but time and my good Friends have 
588 furniſhed 
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furniſhed me with Supplies. 1 am fo angry with you Nat 
Madam, and hate you ſo extremely that Thave folg and 
moſt. part of my Eſtate, with a defign tO ſettle in this cho 


City. I have Goods here already to above the value of 
Two thouſand Crowns, and Iexpect three more every 
day out of the Welt. I love you too well to live remote 
from you, for without you Life is but a burden to me. 
Sir, ſays ſhe, I am glad beyond expreſſion, to hear the | 
good News that you deſign to make this City the place 
of your Reſidence. I aſſure you I will not be behind 
hand with you on the account of Love and Affection, 
and hope that we ſhall ſpend many a happy hour to- 
gether. But I muſt defire you to excuſe me, that before 
Fou went away, you came ſeveral times and were not 
admitted, and that when you were, you were not ente: 
tained fo well as formerly, and alſo that I did not keep 
my word with you, in paying the Five hundred 
Crowns. You know that 1 lay under a very great 
Affliction then, and People in ſuch Circumſtancescan- 
not be Jolly and Affable as they would. Beſides, I de- 
pended upon other Peoples word for the Money, and 
they failing me, obliged me to break my word with 
you. A few days after you went from hence, I received {Wi 
it, and would have ſent it to you, if L had but known MW 1 
where you were; but now you are here, I will pay n 
them into your own Hands. So ſhe takes out a Purſe 
with juſt Five hundred Crowns in it, and gives it him, 
 Salabetto's Heart leaped for Joy, and he told her that 
he was very well ſatisfied with the truth of what {hs 
ſaid, and ſo well aſſured of the Reſpect ſhe bore him, 
that all that he had in the World was at her Service. 
You will be convinced of the Reality of what I ſay 
when I am once ſettled in the City. Thus they con- 
tinued ſeemingly ſatisfied with each others Converſi- 
tion. Salabetto came often often to ſee her, and ſhe 
received him wich all the reſpet imaginable; but hi 
intention being to be revenged on her for the Trick ſhe 
had plaid him before, by ſerving her one of - ſame 

| Nature: 


Fes. The Lady, after ſeveral endearing Careſſes, 


| my Goods will be carried into Monaco, and then the 
ne irrecoverably loſt. Biancaſiore, thinking this 10 


tohe really her own, was very much concerned at it, 
Indi after ſhe had told him how ſorry ſhe was for his 


ind Sup and Lie with her, he pretended to be ſo melan- 
choly and dejected, as if his very Soul would expire in 


xnteelly chid him. for being ſo very diſconſolate, and 
egged of him to tell her what was the occaſion of it. 
lter a long entreaty, at Taſt he told her, that he was 
quite ruined 3 the Pirats of Monaco had taken the — 
n which the Effects he expected were on Board, a 


that they demanded: Ten thouſand Crowns to redeem 


the whole, of which One chouſand came to his ſharg 
and that he had no ready Money now by him, having 
remitted the Five hundred Crowns, he received of her, 
to Naples, to buy Cloth. Now, ſays he, if I ſhould 


lipoſe of the Goods I have here, preſently, I ſhould | 


ble above half by them, and my misfortune is, that 
| am ſo little known in this place, that I cannot 
erpect to raile ſo. great a Sum on my own Credit. 
This, in ſhort, Madam, is the occaſion of. my unea- 
neſs, for if I do not ſpeedily procure the Money, 


misfortune, ſays,that it fignified nothing for him to free 


nd torment himſelf fo much about it, affuring him 


that if ſhe had a Thouſand Crowns by her, they ſhouh 


I be at his Service; but, ſays ſhe, when I borrowed the 


Five hundred of you, I was forced to take up Five 
hundred more of a Perſon that made me pay thirty 


E Intereſt, and if you are willing to do ſo too, 
e | 


will lend you whatever you have occaſion for, pro- 
vided you give him good Security. I have fo great a 
Kindneſs for you, that I will make over my Goods here 


for part of the Security, but what can you do for the 


reſt? Salabetto preſently found from whence her ex- 


| traordinary Civility proceeded, and that ſhe her ſelf 


Ws the Perfon that lent the Money; and as that was 
5 | M 
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ue : one night when ſhe had invited him to come 
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the only thing he deſired, ſo he gave her very prey 
thanks for her Generoſity; telling her, that although 

the Intereſt was very exorbitant, yet the Neceſſuy of 

his Affairs obliged him to comply with it, and he 
thought that they could not deſire better Security than 
the Goods that he had in the Cuſtom -: Houſe Ware. 3 
houſe, which ſhould be entred in the name of the 
Perſon that lent the Money; but that he would keep the 
Key himſelf coſhew them to any that would buy them, 
and alſo to ſee that nothing was imbezelled or ſpoiled. 
Piancaſiore promiſed him to ſpeak to the Man about it; 
and the next day ſends for a Broker that was a Crony 
of hers, whom ſhe made privy to her deſignꝭ and gave 


4 
2 


him a Thouſand Crowns to carry to Salabetto, ordering 
him to have the Goods entred in his own name. As ſoon 
as Salabetto had got the Fifteen. hundred Crowns, he 
preſently ſet Sail for Naples to rejoyce with his Friend 
there, upon the good Succeſs of his Advice. . He pay 
him the Money he lent him, and ſome other ſmal 
Debts that he owed, returned Five hundred Crowns to 
his Principals, and diverted himſelf for ſome time at 
the Expence of his Sicilian Miſtreſs. Having a mind 
to leave off Trading, he went from Naples to Florence 
 Biancafiore hearing no news of her Salabetto at Palermy, 
began to ſuſpect what afterwards ſhe found to be too 
true, that he had ſerved her Trick for Trick. She ta- 
ried two months, and having no tidings of him, got the] 
Warehouſe opened, found thoſe that ſhe thought were 
Butts of Oil, to be filled with Sea-water, only a littlef 
Oil floating on the top. There was nothing in the 
Bales but Rags and Rubbiſh, only two which had er; 
Cloth in them. The whole Cargo could not be com 
puted to be worth above Two hundred Crowns. Bar 
cafiore finding her ſelf ſo egregiouſly chouſed, often rt: 
pented of her returning the Five hundred Crowns, but 


more of her lending che Thouſand, 
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re- i Madam Franceſca being courted by two Perſons, and 
the having uo kindneſs = either, pleaſantly got rid of them, 
the wit bout granting them any Favours. 


ed. N TWO young Forentines, whoſe names were Rinus- 
it; cio Palermini, and Aleſſandro Chiarmonteſi, being 


N) i haniſhed® their own City, went and dwelt at Piſoya, 
ae where was a beautiful Widow named Franceſca, with 
ing Wl vhom they both were paflionately enamoured, with- 
01 BY out perceiving each others Flame. This Lady had as 
be geat Reputation for her Wiſdom and Prudence as for 
end ber Beauty. Thefe two Gallants managed their In- 
2) Wl trigue with great Secreſie, and ſtudied every way they 
nal could to oblige her, and gain her AﬀeRions, but wers 
so altogether unſucceſsful. But as it often happens in ſuch 
" "i ales, that Perſeverance and Importunity produces 
good Effects, ſo they preſſed her ſo hard by Letters and 


"i Diſcourſe, that in deſpite of her Prudence, ſhe could 


not avoid giving them the hearing. *Twas not long 
beſore ſhe perceived her Error, and contrived how to 
ſectiſie it. She thought it very adviſable to as ſome- 
thing of them which was not impoſſible to be done, 
nd yet ſuch as ſhe might be ſure they would not per- 
form; and they not complying with her requeſt, by 


Jeing her ſelf from their Importunities. That very 
day, a Perſon was buried in the Church-yard belonging 
* to the Cordeliers, who, though he was very well De- 


dul ended, yer was accounted as wicked a Wretch as ever 
"I lved. Beſides the Deformities of his Soul, his Coun- 
tenance was ſo ghaſtly and hideous, and his whole Bo- 

Rl d fo monſtrous and ill-thaped; that no body could 


— 
oi 


bok upon him whilſt he . alive, without dread and 
Þ > 


terror.” 


I that m_ ſhe would have a fair opportunity of delf- 
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terror. He was called Scaxnadio, a name which wer 


eeſes calls her Maid and tells her, you know hom un- 
eaſie the Importunities and Meſſages of theſe tuo 
| Florentines make me. I mortally hate their Expreſf. 
"ons and Fotentions; they do not ſeem to me to beci. 
ther Modeſt or Honourable, and I would fain ge 
quite rid of them, They are very free of Promiſe, 
' and Sayings, what they would do for me. Now I ham 
a great mind to take them at their word, and ask athing 
: do them which I am ſure they will never perfarm, 
which will give me a fair opportunity of diſcardi 
them, and leave them no juſt reaſon of Complain, 
Tou know that Scanmedio, a Fellow that ſcared ever 
Body whilft he was alive, and by Conſequence mot 
diſmal and terrible now he is dead, was buried in the 
 Cordeliers Church-yard this very day. Do you go then 
to Aleſſandro, and tell him that you can poſitively a. 
ſiure him of my intire Affection for ever, if he will but 
do me one Favour. One of my Relations will need 
bring the Corps of Scannadio to me to night, for ſome 
Reafons which you muſt promiſe co tell him afterwards 
That I am now almoſt ready to die with Fear at the 
meer apprehenſion of this diſmal Spectacle, and that 
the greateſt Obligation he is capable of laying upon me, 
is to go this night about Twelve a Clock to Scannadii 
Grave, ſtrip him, put on his Cloaths, lie down in hu 
place, till the Perſon comes to take him away, and then 
to ſuffer himſelf to be taken up and brought to me 
without ſpeaking one word; that then I will be ready 
to receive him, and he ſhall he with me, and that Im 
ſelf, and all that is mine ſhall be altogether at his di- 
poſal. If he tells you he is ready to perform it, that 
will be very well; but if he refuſe, then tell him ſron 
me, that I will never ſee him, or hear him ſpeak to m 
any more. Afterwards go to Rinuccio, and tell hin 
chat Lam ready to comply with his Deſires, provided 
he will do one piece of Servioe for me; that is, to 1 * 
A 3 |  Scannuins | 
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ſumnadios Grave a little after Twelve, and bring his 
Corps to my Houle without ſpeaking one word of what 
he hears or ſees. If he refuſe, tell him I will nevec 
Le any thing more to do with him. The Maid de- 
Ivered her Meſſage exactly, word far word, toe 
of them. Both their Anſwers were, that they w 
not 277 go to Scamnadio s Grave, but to the very Gates 
of He 


ie ſelf, if ſhe commanded them. Madam 
ſrance/cs waited patiently to ſee if they would be as 
xreat Fools as they had promiſed to be. When the 
ime of night came, Aleſſandro goes out of Doors to lie 


vent along, which made him begin to conſider. Good 
God! ſays he to himſelf, what am Ia going to do? Am 
lin my right Senſes ? How can I cell but this Woman's 
Relations may underſtand that I court her, and enter- 
aining a thouſand ſuſpicious thoughts of me, may lay 
this delign to murder me in the Grave undiſcovered ? 


yhom ſhe loves better than me, and has a mind to en- 
I py her without a Rival? But ſuppoſe (ſays he) on the 
ther fide, that my Surmiſes are groundleſs, am I ſure 
that her Relations will carry me to her? There is nat 
the leaſt probability that they intend to preſerve the 
Body of Scannadio as an Holy Relick ; its more likely 
hat they rather deſign to mangle the Corps, becauſe he 
dd chem ſome Injury or other whilſt he was alive. I am 
allo enjoyn'd not to ſpeak one word; what if they 
ſhould dig out my Eyes, pluck out my Teeth, cut of my 
Hands, or do any thing of that Nature, what a fine 
condition ſhall I be in then? The beſt way in ſuch a 
Caſe is to be ſilent, for if I ſhould diſcover my (elf, it 
may coſt me my life. But ſuppoſe no Body ſhould come 
to fetch me, then will they ſay that I have not ob- 
erved my Orders, and ſo all my Labour will be loſt, 
Again, if they ſhould not leave me at Madam Fran- 
ga, then ſhall I have het Ill: will for not obeying 
b, and the pleaſure of 115 


I bear 
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in Sconnadio's place. Fear began to ſeize on him as be 
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terror. He was called Scaxnadio, a name which very 
well Repreſents the baſe diſpoſition of his Soul. Fa 
ceſca calls her Maid and tells her, you know how un. 
eafic the Importunities and Meſſages of theſe tuo 
Florentines make me. I mortally hate their Expreg. 
ons and Intentions; they do not ſeem to me to be ei. 
ther Modeſt or Honourable, and I would fain ge 
quite rid of them. They are very free of Promiſg, 
and Sayings, what they would do for me. Now L haye 
a great mind to takethem at their word, and ask athing 
of them which I am ſure they will never perform, 
which will give me a fair opportunity of diſcarding Ml in 
them, and leave them no juſt reaſon of Complaint, 
You know that Scamedio, a Fellow that ſcared even 
Body whilſt he was alive, and by Conſequence morg 
diſmal and terrible now he is dead, was buried in the 
Cordelier: Church-yard this very day. Do you go then 
to Aleſſandro, and tell him that you can poſitively a. 
ſure him of my intire Affection for ever, if he will but 
do me one Favour. One of my Relations will need; 
bring the Corps of Scannadio to me to night, for ſome 
Reaſons which you muſt promiſe to tell him afterwards 
That I am now almoſt ready to die with Fear at the 
meer apprehenſion of this diſmal Spectacle, and that 
the greateſt Obligation he is capable of laying upon me, 
is to go this night about Twelve a Clock to Scannadirs] 
Grave, ſtrip him, put on his Cloaths, lie down in his 
Place, till the Perſon comes to take him away, and then 
to ſuffer himſelf to be taken up and brought to me 
without ſpeaking one word; that then I will be ready Ml li: 
to receive him, and he ſhall he with me, and that Im 
ſelf, and all that is mine ſhall be altogether at his di 
poſal. If he tells you he is ready to perform it, that 
will be very well; but if he refuſe, then tell him fromM! 
me, that I will never ſee him, or hear him ſpeak to m 
any more. Afterwards go to Rinuceio, and tell hin 
hat Lam ready to comply with his Deſires, provided 
he will do one piece of Servioe for me; chat is, to go 0 
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Scannadii's 


ſunnadios Grave a little after Twelve, and bring his 
Corps to my Houſe without ſpeaking one word of what 


have any thing more to do with him. The Maid de- 
lvered her Meſſage exactly, word for word, to eac 
of them. Both their Anſwers were, that they wou 
not only go to Scanpedio's Grave, but to the very Gates 
of Hell it ſelf, if ſhe commanded them. Madam 
france/cs waited patiently to ſee if they would be as 
great Fools as they had promiſed to be. When the 
ime of night came, Aleſſandro goes out of Doors to lie 
in Scamadios place. Fear began to ſeize on him as he 


God! ſays he to himſelf, what am Ia going to do? Am 
lin my right Senſes ? How can I tell but this Woman's 


aining a thouſand ſuſpicious thoughts of me, may lay 
ths delign to murder me in the Grave undiſcovered? 
Or may not this be a Plot of ſome of my Enemies, 
hom ſhe loves better than me, and has a mind to en- 
py her without a Rival? But ſuppoſe (ſays he) on the 
ther ſide, that my Surmiſes are groundleſs, am l ſure 


that her Relations will carry me to her? There is not 


the leaſt probability that they intend to preſerve the 
Jody of Scannadio as an Holy Relick ; its more likely 

05 that they rather deſign to mangle the Corps, becauſe he 
dd them ſome Injury or other whilſt he was alive. I am 

alo enjoyn'd not to ſpeak one word; what if they 
ſhould dig out my Eyes, pluck out my Teeth, cut of my 
Hands, or do any thing of that Nature, what a fine 
condition ſhall I be in then? The beſt way in ſuch a 
Cale is to be ſilent, for if I ſhould diſcover my elf, it 

may coſt me my lite. But ſuppoſe no Body ſhould come 

om W to fetch me, then will they ſay that I have not ob- 
FJ rved my Orders, and fo all my Labour will be loſt, 

in Again, if they ſhould not leave me at Madam Fran- 
(ca's, then thall I have her Ill will for not obeying 

i, and the pleaſure of expoling my ſelf for the Love 
TOW M 3 | bear 
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he hears or ſees. If he refuſe, tell him I will nevec 


nent along, which made him begin to conſider. Good 


Relations may underſtand that I court her, and enter- 
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I bear her. Theſe confiderations had almoſt induced 


him to go home again; but Loves Arguments were ſo 
prevalent, that they confuted all the reſt, fo he went 
to the Grave, opens it, goes in, ſtrips the dead, puts 
on his Cloths, ſhuts up the Grave again, and lies down 
in his place. When this was done, he began to con. 
fider what a ſort of Perſon he was that lay there. He 
recollects a great many of his villanous Exploits by | 
Night, not only in robbing the Dead, but alſo other- 
wiſe. Then his Hair began to ſtand an end, and 
he fancied that Scannadio was riſing up every moment 
to murder him ; but whether Love ſupported him, or 
Fear made him ſo ſtiff that he could not ſtir, he never 
flincht, but ſtaid to ſee the Iſſue of the Adventure. When 
it was about Twelve, Rinuccio goes out to obey his 
Miſtreſs's commands. As he went along, he began to 
conſider, as well as Aleſſandro. Suppole ( ſays he) 
I ſhould be taken with Scannadio's Corps upon my 
Shoulders; may not I be decently hanged for'? 
But if I ſhould eſcape free out of the hands of Juſtice, 
yet if the Relations of the deceaſed come to know it, 
I ſhall be deſervedly expoſed to their juſt Reſentment, 
Theſe Conſiderations made him ſtop for ſome time, 
but Love ſoon inſpired him with freſh Courage. This 
is the firſt thing, ſays he, that my Miſtreſs did ever WM W. 
defire of me, and dare I refuſe her when the Recom- | tha! 
pence is her Heart? If it coſt me my Life I will en- ' 5 
deavour to obey her. At this he begins to walk on W ing 
couragiouſly,and comes to the Grave and opens it. Ale: this 
ſandro perceived it but ſaid ne're a word, being un-: 4" 
der great Conſternation. Rinuccio really thought 4% Pee 
ſandro in that dreſs, to be Scannadio's Corps, and but 
took him by the Heels and plucks him out, then gets MW 1% 
him up upon his Shoulders, and makes the beſt of his MW EN 
way to Madam Franceſcs's, The night being very Dat ln! 
and Rinuccio not knowing who he had upon his Back, MW 18 
Aleſſandro ever now and then, had a Thump on the FW hin 
Pate againſt the Corners of a Wall, ſometimes again 
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i Poſt, or Shop · board, ſo that his Head was extremely 
uſed. Juſt as Rinuccio was come within fight of 
Franceſca's door, who and her Maid were got to a Win- 
dow, to ſee if he brought Aleſſandro, to have an Excuſe 
ready to get rid of them; it happened that the Watch 
who had hid themſelves in the ſtreets to wait for a Man, 
they had orders to take up, hearing Rinuccio come, took 
ont their Lanthorns which they hid under their Coats, to 
who it was, and what he was going to do. Rinuccio pre- 
ſently knew them, ſo throws down Aleſſandrg and runs 
away, Though Aleſſandro was wrapped up in the 
Dead Man's Cloths, yet he gets up and makes the beſt 
haſt he could. The Lady who by the aſſiſtance of 
the light of the Lanthorns, had ſeen all that had hap- 
pened, was much amazed at the boldneſs of the two 
Fliremtines ; nevertheleſs was very glad to be ſo fairly 
| rid of them; ſo ſhuts her Window and goes to bed, 
being fully convinced of the Reality of their Paſſion, 
or elle they would not have undertaken to do what 
they did for her. Rinuccio, who was almoſt mad ac 
bis diſappointment, and curſed his malignant Stars, did 
not go home, but hid himſelf in the ſtreets till the 
Watch were gone by, and then went to the place 
where he threw down his Burden, hoping to finiſh 
what he had begun; but not finding it, he concluded 
that the Watch had carried it away, and ſo went home 
in great Perplexity. Aleſſandro for his part, not know- | 
ing who it was that carried him, nor how to remedy 
this unfortunate Accident, was forced to go home 
as much diſcontented as the other. In the Morning, 
People were ſurprized to find Scannadios Grave open, 
but more when they ſaw his body was gon; for Aleſ- 
andro had thrown it into the bottom of a Ditch hard- by. 
Every one ſpent his Verdict upon this occaſion, and 
un regard he was always reckon'd a great Rogue, ſome 
ignorant People reported, that the Devil had carried 
him away. The two Lovers acquaint their Miſtrels 
| What they had done for her, and each claimed her 
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Promiſe as their Recompence ; but ſhe pretending not 
to believe any thing of it, got honourably diſcharged | 
from them; telling them in ſhort, that in regard they 
did not»think fit to comply with her Requeſt, they 
could not reaſonably hope, that ſhe would gratiſie them 
in any thing they deſired, Oo 
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As Abbeſs geting up in baſt without a Candle, to ſurprizy 
. one of ber Nuns, inſtead of ber Veil, put on the Prief 
Breeches, that was 4 Bed with ber. The Perſon ae. 
cuſed, who as got into the Chapter, made @ juſt Remark 


upon it, and by that means was acquitted. _ 


T* E greateſt Whore generally cries Whore firſt, 
and People often exclaim againſt the Vices of 
others, on purpoſe to conceal their own. In Len- 
bardy there was a Convent of very Religious Nuns, 
amongſt whom was one Jabella, a Lady of moſt 
excellent Beauty, A young Gentleman accomphlib'd 
wich every thing, that could render him acceptable to 
the fair Sex, coming often to this Convent, was 
more and more Enamoured with 1/abella, every time 
he ſaw her. Her Paſſion for him alſo was nothing 
inferiour to his. After they had languiſhed a long time, 
without any hopes of receiving mutual Satisfaction; 
the Gentleman = a way to get into his Miſtrelss 
Chamber. The Lovers very equally glad of ſo happy 
an opportunity, now they made themſelves 'amends 
for their former long Expectation, and enjoy d thele 
pleaſant Intercourſes for a good while together, with- 
out the leaſt Interruption. Habella was ſo charming, 
and her Lover ſo Genteel and Well-bred a Perſon, 
that they were both expoſed to the Malice and Envy 
of all the reſt of the Convent. Their . _ 
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Hatred grew ſo great, that they were continually up- 


on the Watch, to obſerve what they could ſee or hear. 


One night, amongſt the reſt about Twelve, they came 
0 Iſabells's door to liſten, and heard ſeveral Exprefs 
ſons, which did not ſound much like Devotion. They 
fncying that they heard two different Voices, conclu- 
led that 1/abells and her Lover were together. There 
vas a grievous Out- cry preſently, and ſome ſtood Sen- 


inels at the Door, whilſt others went to raiſe the 


Abbeſs. They knock d at her Door, ready to break 
i down, crying, Pray, holy Mother, get up, for Siſter 
[abela has got a Man in her Chamber. The Abbeſs 
her ſelf had got the Pariſh-Prieſt in Bed with her, 
whom ſhe found a way to convey in, without being 
perceived. The Abbeſs gets up preſently, either to 
prevent their breaking her door open, or giving Suſpi- 
don to any of them; being in great haſt, thinking 


ſhe had taken her own Veil in a Hurry, inſtead there- 


of, put the Curates Breeches upon her Head. In this 
dreſs ſhe ſhuts her door, accompanied with all the 


liſters, and goes to Iſalellas. They broke it open, 


and found the two Lovers arm in arm, who were 
wonderfully ſurprized at ſuch an unexpected Viſit, 
They ſhut the Gallant up in the Chamber, and the 
Abbeſs ordered them to dreſs Iſabella, and carry her 
into the Chapter-houſe. The Abbeſs having taken 
ber place, ſaid abundance of ſevere things againſt 


poor Jabella; as that ſhe had violated the Sanctity of 


her Order, and brought a Scandal upon the Reputation 
of the Convent. Theſe bitter Reproaches were ac- 
ctompanied with ſuch Threatnings, that the poor Girl 
knowing her ſelf guilty, could not offer one word 
in her own Excuſe, only fell a weeping, The Abbeſs 
continuing to cenſure and rebuke her after a moſt 
ſharp manner, by good chance T/abels lifting up her 


Head, ſaw what the Abbeſs had upon her Head, 


which all the reſt did not obſerve, being ſo intent 
wat her; eee 


again, 
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= again, and finding that ſhe was in the right, took Cob 
| rage, and ſpeaking very ſoftly, ſays, Madam, your Veil 
4 hangs very. oddly, pray put it to rights. Now the 
4 lower ends of the Breeches hung down about her Far, 
| What, ſays the Abbeſs, vile Wretch! have you ſo much 
Inſolence to be merry now? Does not the Crime you 4 
have committed cover you with Confufton, or at leaſt 
inſpire you with ſome Humility ? If your Soul is ſo 
eaſie and compoſed, that you can mind my Veil, I 
am ſure that you are not ſtruck with the Fear of divine 
Vengeance. Thus did ſhe continue to Cant, till Jabel r 
interrupted her again, ſaying, Pray Madam, let me beg 
of you once more, to put your Veil to rights, and then 
fay what you pleaſe to me. Then the other Siſters 
looking up, ſaw how matters went. The Abbeſs put. 
ting her hand upon her Head, and finding thoſe cur. 
fed Breeches there, was ready to burſt with Vexation, 
and could not ſpeak one word more. Then they all 
fell a muttering, which ſufficiently ſhewed that their 
Sentiments were alike. The Abbeſs finding how 
matters went, ſaid fe was almoſt ſpent with ſpeaking ; 
and ſo diſmiſſed the Aſſembly, and remitted the reſt of 
the Affair, till the next day. Then alſo ſome impor 
tant matters hindred the calling a Chapter; but the 
moſt thinking amongſt them, 1magined 1t was only for 
Fear of further Diſcoveries, to the Prejudice of the Re. 
putation of the Convent. From hence forward, the 
Abbeſs enjoy'd her Prieſt, Habella her Lover, and the 
reſt provided for themſelves, as well as they could, 
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J Phyſician with the aſſiſtance of three witty Fellows, 


makes Calandrino beliewe that he was with Child; 
be gives them half a dozen of Capons and ſome Money, to 


pre vent his lying in. 


H E Characters of the Perſons, concern d in the 
following — 1 having been already deſcribed 
in ſeveral Novels before, it will be altogether unneceſ- 
ary to repeat them. TI will only tell you, that Calan- 
lind Aunt having left him Twenty Pounds, he had a 
great mind to purchaſe a Country-Houſe with it. 
He made as much noiſe as if it had been two or three 
thouſand, and imploy'd every Land- broker in Florence, 
to help him to a Purchaſe. Bruns and Buffalmacco, 
who knew very well what was left him, often told 
him, that it would be better for him, to ſpend it in 
their Company, than to purchaſe with it. All they 
laid ſignified nothing, for they could hardly perſwade 
him to pay his Club to a Flask of Wine. One day, when 
they were talking of his ſtingy Humour, Nello, as ſpe- 
cial a Youth as any of them, happened to be in com- 
pany, and they all three reſolved to put a trick upon 
him. Next day Nel meets him about two hundred 
yards from his Houſe, and pretending to be in a kind 
of amazement ſays, How is it old Friend? Were 
you taken ill laſt Night? You do not look like the ſame 
Man, you were yeſterday. Why ſo? ſays Calandrino. 
What's the matter with me? That I can't tell, ſays Nel- 


; but you are the moſt altered, that ever I ſaw any 


Man in my life. I wiſh to God I were miſtaken, and 
ſo takes his leave. Calandrino was in a great Con- 
ſternation, though he did not know any thing that 
ailed him, but going on, meets Buffalmacco a little _ 
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ther off, who ſtares in his Face and ſays; What's the 


matter,. Calandrina ? You look as if you were ready 
drop into your Grave. Then he began to fancy — 
he was in a high Fever, and Braso coming by, ſeems 


| lookeft like one newly riſen from the Dead. What 
has happened to you lately? Then they all agreeing 
in one Story, made him begin to conceit that he wa 
rich indeed, and in a very faint Tone, ſays to Brno, 


My dear Friend, what would you adviſe me to? Tru 


ly, replies Bruno, if you would take my Advice, I would 
have you go home to Bed, and cover your ſelf very 
warm, and fend your Water to Doctor Simon, and 
he'll preſently direct you what to do. We'll go home 
along with you, for fear of the worlt, leſt any thing 
ſhould befal you in the way: and as they went a long, 
they meet Nello. When Calandrino came home, he 
tald his Wife that he was taken very ill, and went to 
Bed, bidding her cover him up very warm. He ſent his 
Water by a Servant to the Phyſicians 3 then Bruno told 
them, that it would be abſolutely neceſſary for him to 
go there too; and therefore deſired them to keep the 
Patient company till he came back: I will ( ſays he 
give you'an account what his Opinion is in the caſe,and 
it there be any occaſion, I will bring him along with 


me. Do, dear Friend, ſays Calandrino, for indeed I find 


that I grow worſe and worſe. Bruno gets there beſore 
the Servant, and informs the Doctor of the whole In- 
trigue. The Servant being come, he takes the Urine, 
and vie ws it very circumſpectly, telling her, that her 
Maſter muſt keep himſelf very warm, and that he 
would come to fee him, to be more exactly informed 
of the Nature of his Diſtemper, and to direct what was 
tequiſite to be done in the matter. The Doctor comes 

to him, feels his Pulſe, and asks him if he were wil 
ling that he ſhould cell him the plain truth. For Gods 
{ake, dear Doctor, cries the Patient. Then ſays, Simon, 
Sir, you are with child. Then Calandring fell a g 


to be ſurprized, and tells him, Why Calandrino! thou 
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ing, faying he was undone! and his Wife being by, 
he cries out to her, that ſhe, wicked Woman, was the gauſe 
of all this. You would often ( ſays he) reverſe the 
order of Nature, and put that above that ſhould have 
always been under. The Woman who was Vertuous 
Md Modeſt, bluſhed and was fo much aſhamed at this 
diſcourſe, that ſhe was forced to quit the Room, wich- 


| ont making any Anſwer. Thus wringing his hands, 


and uttering doleful complaints, he ſays, I am the moſt 
miſerable Wretch alive. What ſhall I do? How ſhall 
] be delivered? Which way can the Child come into 
the World? I plainly fee that I am a dead Man, for 
=_ I * h my good —— — oy —— 

agues of Egypt light upon. that I were but well! 
Iod not — her a whole Bone in her Skin. 


* 
could tear my ſelf in pieces, for — ſuch an Afs 


to let her ride me at that Rate, but if it ever pleaſe 
God, that I get but well over this buſineſs, ſhe may 
aſſure her ſelf it ſhall be the laſt time, that I will ever 
be ſuch an obliging Coxcomb, let her beg as hard as 


| fhewill. Bras, Buffalmacco, and Nello, had much 


ado to forbear laughing out right, and the Doctor 
open'd his Jaws ſo wide, that one might have eaſily 
drawn out all his Teeth. Calandriuo earneſtly begs of 


him te do his beſt for his Relief. Doctor Simon tells 


him, he need not afflict himſelf ſo very much, in re- 
gard he had timely Notice enough to remedy it, and 
gave him his word, that he would ſet him to rights in 
2 few days; but that it would be pretty chargeable. 
You ſhall have what Money you pleaſe, ſays Calandrino; 
I have Twenty pounds, which I intended to lay out in 
a Purchaſe ; If there be occaſion, you may have ie all, 
rovided you'll prevent my Lying in. O Lord! I 
| never be able to endure it. The Women who 
have a wide Paſſage, cry as it they were murdering, 
when they are in Labour; therefore I am ſure it will 
be the Death of me. Have a good Heart, Man, replies 
the Doctor; I will prepare you a Water, that _ * 
| olve 
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ſolve what you go with in three times taking, and 


make you as Brisk and Jolly as ever you were in your 


whole life; but you muſt be more Prudent for the 
future. This water, ſays he, is very pleaſant to drink; 


but I muſt have half a dozen of Capons for one of the 


Ingredients, and give your Friends Money to buy the 
others, and I will go along with them to ſee that they 
are right. To morrow, by the Grace of God, you ſhall | 
have the water, and drink a hearty draught ev« time. 
Sir, ſays Calandrino, to the Doctor, I intirely depend on 
you, L leave the whole to your management. Then he 


gives Bruno Money to buy the Capons, and five Du- 
cats to defray the other neceſſary Charges ,: earneſtly 


intreating him to do him this piece of Service. The 


next morning, the Doctor ſent him a Bottle of Hypo- 
cras; and Bruno having bought the Capons; and ſome 
other Requiſites; they all made merry together at the 
Doctors. When Calandrivo had drank three Doſes of 
the Preſcription, the Doctor and the three others came 
to ſee him, and aſſured him that he was perfectly cured, 
and might go where he would about his Buſineſs. Ca. 
landrino, full of Joy, gets up, and going into the City, 
told every one, he knew that Doctor Simon had cured 


him of being with Child in three days time; whilſt he 
and the reſt diverted themſelves at his Folly and A- 


varice: and his Wife, who plainly ſaw the Cheat, was 
very much vext, and ſeverely raillied her Husband for 


his Stupidity. 
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Fortarrigo plays away all that be bad, and bis Maſers 
Money beſides ; then runs after him in hu Shirt, and 
crying, ſtop Thief, flop Thief, raiſes the Country about 
hm, who ſeize bim and ſtrip him. He puts on ba 
Maſters Cloths , gets upon bu Horſe; and returns to 

Sienna, leaving bim on Foot in bus Shirt. 


"Here were two Perſons who dwelt at Sienna, of the 
T lame name, and much about the ſame age. They 
mere both called Franceſco; but one D* Anguilieri, and 
the other Di Fortarrigo. Although they were unlike in 
many things; yet. they agreed in this, that they were 
both of them very diſobedient to their Fathers; and this 
ſympathetical Baſeneſs made them intimate Friends. 
Anguilieri, who was a very handſome, genteel Man, 
finding that he could not live at Sienna on his Fathers 
Allowance, and underſtanding that a Cardinal, who 
mas his Friend, refided in the Marquiſate of Ancona, 
in the quality of Legate, he reſolved to go and wait 
upon him, in expectation of getting Preferment under 
him. He writes to his Father, who promiſes to ad- 
vance him ſix months Allowance before-hand, to pro- 
vide his Equipage. Fortarrigo hearing of it, and know- 
Ing that he would have occaſion for a Servant ; not- 
withſtanding their. old Intimacy and Acquaintance, 
made his application to him, aſſuring him that he would 
be as Obſequious and Submiſſive as the moſt Abject 
Wretch that he could entertain, and deſired nothing 
but Meat, Drink, Waſhing and Lodging. Anguilieri 
told him that he could not entertain him ; not but that 
he very well knew him capable of doing whatſoever he 
pretended to; but, ſays he, I know that you have a 
ſtrange Itch to Play, and was much addicted to drink- 

| ing. 
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ing. Fortarrigo anſwered, to obviate theſe Obje&ions. 
you ſhall ſee that I will be quite another Man. He 
made ſo many ſolemn Proteſtations, that he perſuaded 
Arguilieri to entertain him in his Service. They pro- 
ceed on their Journey, and come to Buonocon vento, 
where he deſigned to Dine, Anguilieri taking ſtate up- 
on him, and it being very hot, lies down upon his Bed, 
ordering Fortarrigo to wake him about Noon. This 
careful Servant forgets his Promiſes, and hearing of a 
place where there was a great many at Play, goes to 
them, and in a little time loſes all his Money and 
Cloaths, to his very Shirt. In this condition he goes | 
to his Maſter, and finding him faſt aſleep, he takes 
away all his Money, and goes to Play again, hoping 
to recover what he had loft before; but he — 
pened to be much miſtaken, for he loſt his laſt Cargo 
into the Bargain. When eAzguilieri waked, he in. 
quires what was become of his Man; but there was 
no Fortarrigo to be found, then he concluded that he 
was got drunk, and gone to fleep, and reſolving to 
leave him behind, orders his own Horfe to be ſaddled, 
and takes his Portmanteau behind him; but when he 
came to diſcharge the Houſe, he was ſtrangely fur- 
prized to find that he had never a Peny left him. He 
makes a great noiſe, and ſets all the Inn in an uproar, 
faying that he was robbed, and would have them all 
taken up. In the middle of this hucly-burly, in comes 
Fortarrigo in his Shirt, with a defign to take away his 
Maſters Cloaths, as he had done his Money before, 
Juſt as Avguilieri was going to mount, ſays Fortarrigi, 
What's the meaning of this, Sir ? Muſt you be going 

Juſt all of a ſudden? Let me entreat you to tarry only 
one moment longer. I have pawn'd my Waſtcoat for 
eight and thirty Shillings, and I am ſure the Man 
would let me have it again for thirty five, if I could 
pay it down. Immediately upon this comes a Perſon 
and tells -Arguilieri, that Fortarrigo had robbed him of 
his Money, and loſt it, and all his own, at Play, * 
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„ Cloaths into the Bargain. Then Angnilieri falls a 
bellaving him, and threatens to have him hanged; but 
ſmarrigo ſeems as if he did not underſtand what he 
meant, and all his Diſcourſe was about his Waſtcoat. 
What is the meaning of all this trifling, ſays he? three 
Shillings is Money. This egregious Impudence of his 
made Anguilieri almoſt Mad; but W obſerving 
hat the Spectators did not believe that Forterrigo had 
wbbed him, but rather that he had Money of his in his 
Hands; ſo he flew out into a very great Paſſion, ſay- 
ng, would the Devil had you and your Waſtcoat 1982 | 
ther, before I had ever ſeen the Face of you, You 
hve not only loſt my Money, but alſo have made 
ne loſe a great deal of time, and now pretend to ban- 
er me. Fortarrigo was not in the leaſt moved with all 
this, but turned a Deaf Ear to it, and runs on in che 
ad Story ;. why may not we ſave three Shillings ? If 
you have any reſpe& for me, pray do it. Do you think 

WE that I ſhall never be able to do you three Shillings 
to MW north of Service? We ſhall get to Torrenieri time e- 
d, rough. Let me intreat you to put your Hand in your 
he WM Pocket. I ſhall never have a Waſtcoat that will fit ma 
r- better. What a Jeſt is this, to loſe a Waſtcoat for five 
Je ad thirty Shillings, that is worth above forty ? Angus 1 
u, ei who had not Patience any longer to endure ta 1 
all ink how he had been cheated, and to be again im- 1 
16s MW poſed upon, ſets Spurs to his Horſe, and rode away 
his without making any Anſwer. This was what For- 
te. tarigo wanted, fo he runs in his Shirt a great way after 
vo, ham, till coming to a place where he ſaw a} good many 
ng Countrymen, he cries out, ſtop Thief! ſtop Thief! 
ily Wl The Countrymen ſeeing a-Horſeman riding full ſpeed, 
for WW and a Man on Foot, running after him in his Shirt, 
an concluded that he had robbed him, and with Staves and 
old WM Pitchforks Rope and ſeized him. Whatſoever Angui- 
on d could do or fay, he could not get out of their 
o Hands, Well, up comes Fortarrigo, and ſeeming to 
nd WW be in a very great Paffion, ſays, * Rogue and Vit 
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he left. me in the Inn. After he had loſt all t 
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purpoſe, In ſhort, he was diſmounted and ſtript, and 
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Play: Thus he that thought to have waited. on the 


- had ſome Relations, and Raid there till he receiyed 
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. Calandrino fancying a pong Wench, Bruno give lims 


noble Houſe, and agreed with, Bruno. and Buffolmares tt 


took in Nello and Calandrino. There was only ap alt 
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lain, what ſhould binder me from being the Death of 
von? You have robbed me of all that I have in the 
World. See, Gentlemen, in what a fine ennie 
I that he had 
at Gaming, he ſtole. away all my Cloaths, and my 
Horſe; but by your kind Aſſiſtance, for which — 
turn you a thouſand thanks, I have recover d them all 
in. Axguilieri endeavoured, all he could to make 


Fort arrigo took his Cloaths and Horſe, leaving his Ma- 
ſter naked, and returned to Siena, giving out that he 
had won Angwilier?s Horſe and Cloaths, of him a 


Cardinal in a very ſplendid Equipage, was forced to 
return to Buonocon vento in his Shirt; for Shame would | 
not ſuffer him to go back to Sienna. He borrowed fone | 
Money on the Horſe that, Fortarrigo formerly rode on, 
which he had left behind him at the Inn for the 
Reckoning, and then went to Corſignano, where he 


freſh Supplies from his Father. 


NOVEL NN. 


Biller, telling bim if be toucht ber with it ſbe, would 
follow him any where. His Wife catches them: both iu. 
gether, and grows very outragiow. 
JT 1colo Cornacebini,, a rich Citizen of Florence, had 
a very good Eſtate at Camerata, where he builta 


paint it; but requiring more Hands than their on, then 
Woman lived in the Houſe, to loolk after. it. 3 cbut 17 
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being a Bed or two, and ſome other ſmall Neceſfaries? 


1 ſpeak a word to her. Madam Nicoloſa fancying that 
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ſind than Venus her ſelf, and I am allo very 
ure, that. 


ena 
eing 
an 


\ * 


7 


1830 Boccaces Novels. 
and if it be ſhe, I am very well acquainted with her, and 


gann cell you in two words what you have to do; but 

you muſt be ſure to let Buffalmnacco know nothing of 
the matter, for if he do but ſee me ſpeak to her, he 
will preſently run up to us. I don't fear Buff almaccꝰ Ml 
in the leaſt, ſays Calandrino, but if it ſhould come to 
' Nellos Ear, who is my Wife's Relation T ſhall be ut. MI 
terly undone. ' Bruno knew, well enough who it was, Ml © 
for Philippo had told him. So one day when Calandrin Ml * 
went out to ſee her, Bruno acquainted Baſfalmacco and } 
Nells with the matter, who all three reſolved to make 
| good ſport with this Lover. When Calandrino came 
back, Bruno whiſpers him in the Ear, asking if he had Ml *© 
feen her. Yes, ſays he, I'm dead, I am not able to Ml " 
five any longer. Haves good Heart, Man, (ſays Brun) Ml 10 
Fil go and fee if it be her that I think it is: Ill war- * 
rant you, Man, let me alone. Bruno goes down and . ” 
finds Philippo and his Miſtreſs together, and tells them MW * 


what a ſort of Fellow Calandrino was, and what he had 
told him; and they all three lay their Heads together, 
to contrive to make a merry Comedy of it. Bru 
comes back, and tells him it was the very ſame, 
and that matters muſt be managed warily, and he 

 _ ought to proceed regularly, for if Philippo ſhould per- 
cCeive it, all the Water in the River Arno, would not 
be ſufficient to allay his Fury. But ſuppoſe, ſays he, 
1 ſhould find a favourable opportunity to ſpeak to her, 
what ſhall I ſay to her, upon your account? Tell her, 
in the firſt place, ſays he, that I am her moſt obedient, 
humble Servant, and that ſhe may often enjoy thoſe 
delicious Pleafures, which make Women the Mothers 
of Children. Do you take me right, ſays he? I um 
derſtand your meaning very well, ſays Bruno, let me 
alone to manage the Buſineſs for you. After they had 
left work, going down to Supper they met, Philipp» 
and Nicoloſa in the Court yard, who ſtaid a while to 
have fome ſport with Calandrino. This ſtupid Wretch 
began to ogle her after ſuch an odd manner, 1 5. 
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bliad Man might almoſt perceive his meaning. The 
Lady for her part, omitted nothing that might inflame 
his Paſſion. Philippo and the reſt, who pretended to 
ſee nothing, but to talk of other indifferent matters, 

mere extremely diverted with this beginning. As they 
nere going home to Florence, ſays Bruno to him, Friend, 
do aſſure you that you have made her melt at the fight 
of you, as Wax does before the Sun. But if you will 

but bring your Guittar, and play ſome ſweet Airs, as 
you know very well how to do, I do not queſtion but 
that ſhe'll be ready to jump out at Window to come 
at you. In regard you think it proper, I will bring it 
tomorrow ſays, Calandrino. VI! warrant, you'd hard- 


ly believe, that 1 could charm ſo fine a Perſon as this 
ſo ſoon» I'm the only Man in the World to kill 


at firſt ſight. I hate a parcel of theſe young dull for- 


mal Fellows, that ſpend half an Age to get a Kiſs. 1 
wih J had my little Inſtrument, you'd fee how I play 
upon it. I am not ſo old as you think I am. She per- 
ceired my Love at firſt fight, but I will make her 
better ſenſible of it, if ever I light on her in a 
convenient place. I don't queſtion but I ſhall pleaſe 
her ſo well, that ſhe will run after me as a Mother 
does after her Child. Whether are you running ſo 
faſt, Calandrino, ſays Bruno? Methinks I ſee you already 
biting her Vermilion Lips with your Teeth chat look 
like the Pins ef a Lute. Ah! how plump and amiable 


| are thoſe Cheeks of yours, when your Mouth is full 


of Victuals. Calandrino taking all this to be ſpoken in 
bis praiſe, fancied himſelf at the ſport already, and be- 
gan to Sing and Dance about, as if he would jump out 
of his Skin. The next day he brought his Guittar along 
wich him, and play'd ſuch a parcel of Tunes, as made 


| them all ready to burſt wich laughing, Ac laſt he 


grew ſo fond of Nicoloſa, that inſtead of working, he runs 
lometimes to the Window, ſometimes to the Door, and 
now and then into the Court, to fee his fair Miſtreſs; who 


according to Brunos direction went from place to place 
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conſtantly, to fall in his way. Bruso carried Meſſages 
berwixt them, an 

po, which happened very often, Calendrino received 
| Letters from her or from Bruno upon her account, 
- which gave him encouragement to hope one time · or 
other to enjoy whatever he deſired; but being at preſent 
amongſt her Relations, ſhe was not capable of ſnewing 


him any Favours. Thus Bruno and Buff. almacco, who ma» 


naged all this bufineſs, had very good diverſion with him, 


getting ſeveral things from him as Preſents to his 

Miſtreſs, ſometimes a Comb, at another time a rich 
Purſe, a fine Knife and Fork, and many ſuch like 
Knick-knacks ; and brought him, in return, ſome coun- 
terfeit Stone-Rings of no value; which notwithſtanding 
he prized very much. Beſides all theſe things, they 
gat many a good Treat and Preſents out of him, to be 
diligent. and careful in his Affairs. Matters continu- 
ing thas for about two Months,and there being no more 
proſpect of Succeſs now, than at the very beginning, 
 confidering that he and his Partners had almoſt finiſhed 
what they had to do there, and that if he did not fix 


his Love affairs before they had quite done, he mult | 


be farced to deſiſt, he began to preſs Bruno more eat- 
neſtly chan ordinary. When Nicola came thither 
next, Bruno talks with Philippo and her, and they & 
_ greed upon what was to be done. Then goes he to 
Galandrino, and tells him, My dear Friend, this Wo- 
man has promiſed me over and over to do whatever 
vou would deſire of her, but ſtill ſhe is not ſo good as 
her word; I fancy ſhe thinks to lead us by the Noſe; 
but in regard ſhe has broke her word with us, I think 
we gught to make her comply whether ſhe will or no. 
For God's ſaks, ſays Colandr;no, if it be poſſible to be 
done let us do it as ſoon as ever we can. Have you cou- 
rage enough, ſays Bruno, to touch a little piece of Wi- 
ting that I (hall give you? I hope you don't queſtion it, 
' ſays Calandrino. Then, ſays Brano, get me a little piece 
of Virgin Parchment, a live Bat, three Grains of by 


d when ſhe was not thete with PR. 
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zenſe, and a conſecrated Candle, and you ſhall ſee 
what. will do for you. Calandrino watch'd all the 


gert Night, to catch a Bat, and when he had got it, 


he carried it, and the other things to Bruno. Then Bruno 
iter ſome Frmalities, fhues himſelf up in a Cham- 
ber, and makes ſome monſtrous unintelligible Scrawls 


\ for Magick Characters, upon the Parchment, and 


gives it Calandrinu. Obſerve now, ſays he, what I tell 
you. Do but only touch the Perſon that you love with 
this, and they will immediately follow yon, and do 
whatſoever 25 have a mind they ſhould. Philippo 
des out to day; fo do you get an opportunity to touch 
her with it, and then go into the Barn, you know it is 
a place where few People come, and there is good 
Straw there; the Lady will follow you, and when you 
ae there both together by your ſelves,you know what 
you have to do. Now did Calandrino think himſelf 
the happieſt Man in the whole World, and he ſaid he 
lid not queſtion to keep her, when he had her there, and 
knew well enough how to make the beſt uſe of the 


opportunity. Nello, who Calandrino diſtruſted, had his 


part in the Comedy as well as the reſt, and to compleac 
the Jeſt, by Brunos order goes to Florence to tell his 


Wite, what was likely to happen. You have but too 
much reaſon to remember, Coulin, ſays he to her, how 


bafely your Husband abuſed you without the leaſt 


teaſlon, that day he came from Mupgnone laden with 


Stones, I can now put you in a very fair way of being 
revenged of him, and if you will not do it, I ſhall never 
after look upon you, either as a Relation or Friend. He 
$in Love with a Woman, and they are often toge- 
ther in private, they were. to have a meeting much a- 
bout this time, and I dare lay my Life that they are 


both together this very moment. Do but come along 


With me juſt now, youll certainly catch them at the 


ſort, and then you may ſay and do what you think fit, 


he believed all that he told her, and preſently fell into a 


re 


Paffion, ſaying, Baſe, © Creature, have I de- 


4 ſerved 


. bee, Now | 


ſerved this uſage at your hands? | Well, dear Couſin, ſays 
the, I am infinitely obliged to you for your good Ad. 


vice, and am ready to go along with you as ſoon as 


you'pleaſe. She took her Maid along with her, and what 
he had occaſion for,and Nello and ſhe made all the haſt 

they could. Bruno, who lay upon the watch, ſeeing 
them coming a good way off, tells Pbilippo, yonder they 


are coming, it is time now for every one to play his 


part. Then Philippo goes to Calandrino and Buffalmacco, 
telling them that Buſineſs called him to Florence, and 
deſired them to follow his direction, and it would 
not be long before he ſhould come back again, 
Then . he leaves them, and hides himſelf ſo, 
that he could ſee Calandrino and not be ſeen b 
him. Calandrino preſently goes down into the Hall 
where he finds Nicoloſa all alone. He makes his Ad- 
dreſſes to her, who had her Leſſon very ready, and com- 
ing neater, and ſhe looking more pleaſantly upon 
Him than uſually, gave him an opportunity to touch 
her with his Parchment, which he had no. ſooner 
.. done,bur he goes directly to the Barn. Nicoloſa follows 
bim and ſhuts the door after her, jhe preſently runs 
and embraces him, throws him down upon the Straw, 
falls croſs him with her hands upon his Shoulders, hold · 
ing him ſo faſt down, that he could not come nighto kils 
her, and all the while looked upon him with Eyes 
that denoted Love and Extaſie. My dear Calandrino 
( ſays ſhe) my Heart, my Joy, my Delight, my All, I 
have a long while wiſhed to have you in my Arms, Iam 
quite raviſhed with your charms; and the Muſick of 
your Guittar has entertained me beyond expreſſion. 
Have I you here at laſt, my Celeſtial Charmer? Ca. 
| Handrino, who could ſcarce ſtir all this while, in a very 
faint and languiſhing Tone, ſays, My dear Angel, 
give me the liberty but to kiſs you, you will not ſuffer 
me to move. Permit me firſt to feaſt my Eyes with the 
fight of yon, ſays ſhe. Bruno and Buff s/macco were hid | 
where they could hear and ſs all that paſſed. Juſt as 
* 4 4 * Nl * ; * Colandrius 
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Calendrino was ſtriving again to kiſs Nicoloſa, comes 
Melo and his Wife, who as they came along, Nello 
old her, TIl lay my life they are there together. He 
brings her directly to the Barn-door, which being onl 
ſhut to, in ſhe runs like one out of her wits, an 
fnds Nicoloſa upon her Husband, with their Legs croſs 
one another. Away runs Nicoloſs to Philippo, and ſhe 
preſently falls aboard Calandrino before he could get up, 
making his Face all over gore Blood , and pluck- 
ed him about by the Hair of his Head. When the had 
tired her hands, ſhe began ta make uſe of her Tongue. 
Thou very Dog, and worſt of all Dogs, fays ſhe, had 


jou not buſineſs enough to do at home, you old Dotard? 


You are a very fine Fellow to make a Gallant of ? 
What I warrant, you don't know your felt ? Can't you 
find that you have neither Juice nor Marrow in you? 
You could not be ſatisfied with me, thou Monkey of a 
Man, It muſt needs be ſome dainty Creature, that 
would take up with ſuch a Fellow as thou art. Calen- 
drino was in ſo great a Conſternation wher he ſaw 
his Wife, that he could neither defend himſelf, nor 
ſpeak to her. The Skin: being all torn off his Face, 
and. the Hair placket off his Head, he gets up as 
well as he could, and deſires her ſoftly not to make ſo 


| much noiſe, but hear what he had to ſay for himſelf. 


The Gentlewoman you ſaw is the Maſter of the 
Houſe's Wife. Let her be the Devil if ſhe will, ſays 
the Wife, I'm ſure theſe Eyes ſaw how cloſe you were 
together, like a Villain as you are. When Bruno and 
Bufalmacco had laughed together with Pbhillippo and 
Neeloſa till they were tired; they ran pretending as if 
they had but juſt heard the noiſe. They endeavour'd ta 
appeaſe Calandrinos Wife, and adviſe her to take him 
home with her to Florence, leſt Philippo, coming to hear 


| of this Accident, which in all probability he would if 


he continued to work there any longer, ſhould ſevere- 


© 7 revenge the Affront. Thus poor Calandrino went 


tome in a moſt miſerable Condition, his Wife railling 
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v Gunmen ker ot the fame Ton, one lay with th 


| Landlords Daug bier, and the other with this Wife. ' He 
with the Dangbter miſtook bis own Bed, and 
bel to Bed to bis Landlords, and thinking it" had been 


1 Friend, tells bim of bis Incky . There 
upon be ae great noiſe, and the Mother, who bat 
. |. been miſtaken alſo, went to 
55 thee means 4 all to rights —_— 
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OS Here 1 was a Man that kept an Inn on the Rod 


betwixt Rome and Florence, who entertained but 
very ſew Gueſt, and thoſe always of his own Acquain- 


tance, either becauſe his Houſe was ſmall, or becauſe 


he: did not care for much trouble. He had a Wife, 
who was not very contemptible, by whom he hadtwo 


Children, the one a Daughter about fifteen, a very 
.- "neat, handſome Girl, the other a Son not a twelre 


month __ A young Florentine, of a very good Fa- 


mily, w : 


whoſe name was Pinuccio, going often that way, 
And ſeeing this young Virgin, at 


ſt fell in love with 


of this Conqueſt, and although ſhe was courted 
ſeveral young Men in the Neighbourhood, yet ſhe 


would by no means give them the leaſt Countenance, 
ſimagining that her Beauty deſerved ſomewhat far be 
vond a Country Farmer. FPinuccis was as charming in 
ber Eyes as ſhe was in his, and they both had very ſtrong 
: i; but having two different Intereſts to 


they could not tell how to unite them. Theſe 


Allage, 
* Kaberle increaſed Deſite: at laſt Pinuccio fancied that 


he had found aut a way to ſatisſie them both. "He 
acquainted Adriano, an intimate Friend of his, with his 


ET _ deſired his rom © "IT you oo 
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Horſes and Portmanteau's, and riding a great way a-. 
tout, at the cloſe of the day they came to the Plains of 
Harnove, and went up to this Inn juſt as if. they had 
come out of Romania, and asked for a Lodging. The 
Ian-keeper knew them, and told them that they knew 
bs Houſe was very ſmall, and had not Accommodati- 


u. you, Gentlemen, (ſays he) 10 go quite through to 
ſlrence. It is impoſſible for us, ſay they, to reach it 
vnight; we are very weary, and our Horſes are quite 
aded, and beſides it is very dark. I have but three 


Reds, ſays the Landlord, and we make uſe of two our- 
{lives ; if you are content to lie both together, I will 
naks the beſt Proviſion for you I can. With all our 
a hearts, ſays Pinuccio; pray get us ſomething to eat as 

ſon as you can, and come and ſup with us. There 


* 125 but one Chamber in the whole Houle, and that ſo 
1 mall, that the three Beds were ſo cloſe one to another, 


fe that there was no room left to go betwixt. The Land- 
W lords ſtood next the Door; the Gueſts over againſt it, 
1nd Nicoloſs's made a Triangle, and the Childs Cradle 
4 flood before the firft. Pinuccio made a particular ob- 


Fa- tration how every thing ſtood, and when he thought 


ay hey were all afleep,. gets up very ſoftly, and goes to 
7 


land waking, and having occaſion to go out, and 
fading the Cradle ſtand in his way, ſo that he could 
not open the Door, he plucks it nearer to his own Bed, 


toiſe, When he was juſt got into Bed, the Cat hap- 
pned to throw ſome 78 65 down, which made ſuch a 
dolle that ic waked the Landlady; ſhe gets up, and goes 


tie naiſe, what it was that fell down. She could find 


own 


ons fit for Perſons of their Quality. It would be better 


bd to Nicoloſa, who was broad awake, and received 
him with open Arms. Then did ſhe begin to taſt the 
Sweets of thoſe Pleaſures ſhe had ſo long wiſhed for, 
The Lovers Affairs went on very ſucceſsfully ; till 4. 


pes out, and comes back again without making any. 


whom a Candle to feel, at the place where ſhe heard + 
thing ; ſo frightens the Cat away, and goes to her 


. wore — . — 2 — 
1 —— . — — 
— bp" Ia . 8 


£ 
* 
” 1 * — — ” — — = 
= —— —— — * * 
* — ** — = . — 


— — —— 

£ >= Ex S 3 — . — 2— — — 5 
+ SEAS 20 on IRE ES; 
2 3 BC IR. Ly 8 — 0 * 


2 


2 10 
+ <at 
— 


ba 4 
4 . 
E + 

*” = 

* 
* 

: $ 
- 
a 

l 1 
7 

„ 

- IC 
37 hy f 

| * 

45 wa 

a * 

f A 

BA”. 
4 

ws] 

* 4 

: 4 

TT . 
- 

7 i A 
5 ＋ 
1 1 * 
ia 
1 
5 +. 
8 «80 
_—_ 
1 1 A 

- = 
P 9 
9 
1 
Fai! 

1 ** 
"44 
2 * 
19 
3 
3 
WW 
25 
, . 

* UN 
» I 
* 
17 
1 
14 
5 
26 
. 
- : 
8 
1M 
+ 
# . 
7 * 
; 
| ; 
4 
1 
* 
4 . 


LH 
| 


* 


— — 4 — * #7 . * 


— R » 
1 
Sy 


4388  Boccace's Novels. 
own Bed again, feeling about with her Hands and 
Feet for the Cradle; and miſſing it, ſays to her ſelf, ] 
had like to have made a very fine miſtake; A little 
while after, finding it, ſhe goes directly to Bed to 4. 
| driano, taking it for her Husbands. When ſhe lay 

down, ſays ſhe, if it had not been for the Cradle I had 
gone into the Strangers Bed inſtead of my Husband;, 
and what a finething would that have been? Adrian, 
not being gone to ſleep again, made uſe of the oppor. 
tunity, and the good Woman found a Gallant inſtead 
of a Husband, but ſpoke never a word all the while. 
Ncoloſa, fearing left ſome Accident or other ſhould 
diſcover her Intrigue, deſired her Lover to return to 
his own Bed, who taking the Cradle for his direction, 
thinking he was at his Landlords Bed-f{1de, went to that 
which was over againſt it, and jumpt into Bed fo ha- 
ſtily that he waked the Landlord, and ſuppoſing it had 
been his Friend Adriano, tells him, I'm the moſt happy 
Man in the whole world; 1 never enjoyed ſo much 
Pleaſure in all my life before; ſure there is nothing ſo 
charming as Nicoloſa; I have been in Extaſies of Joy, 

and made fix Expeditions fince I lefr you. The Land- 
lord, hearing this fort of Diſcourſe, began to bite his 
Lips, and was very ſour, but did not know what to do | 
in the caſs. The Landlady, hearing a fort of mutter- 
ing, which ſhe could not tell what to make of; fays 
very ſoftly to Adriano, who ſhe all this while took for 
her own Husband, do you hear how troubleſom theſe 
Mlen are, and what a noiſe they make? Let me debire 
Jou never to entertain ſuch. ſort of People any more. 
Then the Landlords Paſſion began to overcome his 
Prudence; ſo he ſays to Pinuccio, you are a Villain to 
offer ſuch an abuſe to me as you have done: What, 
do you glory in diſhonouring Families? I have brought 
up my Daughter to a fair purpoſe. I will be revenged 
of you if I live; you ſhall not eſcape ſo well with 
this as you think for. Pinuccio was ſtrangely ſurprized, 
and being none of the quickeſt witted Men = " 
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World, the Miſtake he made did ſo ſtupiſie him, that 
e could not conſider which way to retrieve it. Our 
Lindlady managed the buſineſs far better; for, as ſoon 
x ſhe heard her Husbands Voice, ſhe went and lay 
Ith her Daughter, and drew the Cradle to their Bed 
Fe, asking her Husband what was the matter with 
tm and Pinuccio. Do not you hear, ſays he, what he 
ſys he has done with our Daughter to night? He 
les like a Rogue, ſays the Wife, I have lain with her 
ll this night, and ſhe has done nothing worſe than E 
ny ſelf s I wonder you are ſuch an old doting Sot to 
telieve ſuch ridiculous Stories. You were drunk laſt 
night, and now the Fumes of the Liquor raiſe a thou- 
nd Fancies and Chimera's in your Brain. Adriano 
C preſently took the Hint, and carried it on, calling 
out of his Bed to Pinuccio, faying, 1 have told you a 
hundred and a hundred times, that Wine would be 
the ruin of you one time or other: It has brought you 
into ſo many Premunire s, that one would think you 
Roald forſwear it. You know when you go to Bed 
yith Wine in your Pate, you tell abundance of idle 
Kories in your Sleep, and walk up and down about 
the Room. Come to Bed and lie down, and be quiet, 
ind learn more Wit for the ſuture. The Landlord be- 
zan' ſeriouſly to believe that all that Pinuccio ſaid was 
nothing but a meer Dream, and fancying him to be a- 
lleep, wa kes him, and deſires him to go to his own Bed 
again. Pinuccio carried on the Jeſt, and grumbled and 
nuttered like a Man between ſleeping and waking 
and talks a great deal of fooliſh fantaſtical Stuff; but 
| the Landlord continuing to puſh and ſhake him, and 
Adriano to call him; he pretends to wake, and ſtarts, 
laying, is it day, Adriano? What makes you wake me? 
Yes, yes, ſays Adriano, tis day, only come hither co 
me. Then Pinuccio got up, and went into his own 
| Bed; The next morning when they all got up; they 
laughed heartily at Pinuccios Dream; and he had no 
Feat cauſe to be very angry. Every one laughed, and 
e . every 
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fa, She: was very beautiful indeed ; but fo perverſe 


whatſoever ſhe was adviſed to do, ſhe would be ſure to 


ſturbed Mind. They facrifice all things to their own 


he endeavoured to make himſelf as eaſie as he could 


in 
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Talano di Moleſe dreamed that 4 Wolf tore Bis Wit 
_ Pate and Throat, and defires het to take cave of by 
ſelf; bat fhe flights it, and laughs ar bim, and i really 


Alan di Moleſe, a: very worthy Gentleman, mar. 
-. Fed a Young Lady, whoſe name was Marge- 
and ill tempered, and fo. addicted to thwart every bo- 
dy, that no body could do any thing to pleaſe her, and 


do the quite contrary. There are a great manp of 
theſe Women in the World, who ſerve to no other 
end than to be the Plague of Mankind. Ingenious to 
torment themſelves, and all that are about them. Theit 
Heads are continually filled with fantaſtical Notions; 


Which proceed rather from '2 baſe | Heart than a dis 


Whimſies and Conceits. They are always ready to be- 
lieve all the Ill that is ſaid of another; Far will hardly. 
believe any Good, though they have the undoubted 
Evidence of it, from the Mouth of never ſo many cre: 
dible Witneſſes. Talano had his Hands full of a ie of | 
this humour; but there being no way to remedy .ity 


: 
» 
* 


4 


Being at a pleaſant Country- Houſe, that he had, ang! 
night he dreamt, that his Wife walking out into a Wood 
hard by, to take the Air, a Wolf leaped upon her, 


caught her by che Throat, and dragged her about, 


92 


le any body that came. When ſhe thought notliinng N 


[—_ 


— Creature had left her, her Throat and 
race ſeemed: to be very much torn and mangled. A 
hon as Tlano roſe in the morning, he told his Wife, 
ikhough yau lead me fo weary a life, that I have fearce 
kd a quiet moment ſince I married you; yet I ſhould' 


igt 


fl you, and if you would be ruled by me, I would not 
ave: you go out of Doors to day. She asked him hig 
deaſon for it, and after he had told her his Dream, 
de nakes her Head at him, and fays, he that wiſhes 
il; dreams ſo. What you pretend to have dreamt; is 
only: what you would have come to paſs, notwithitand- 
ng all the ſeeming tenderneſs you have for me; but 
take ſuch care that you ſhall not haye the ſatisfacti- 


expected fuch a return as this( ſays Talano) and ſhout + 


I have wondered very much if I had had a better. We 
dom have any thanks for combing a ſcabby Head, 


buy believe what you will, once more I adviſe you not 
to ſtir out this day, or at leaſt not to go into the” 
Vood. She promiſes him that ſhe would not; but ſhe 
king always excellent good at mifinterpreting the beſt 
Inentions; and turning the moſt innocent Action into 
acriminal Deſign; a Conceit came into her Head, 
that the Reaſon why her Husband would not have her 
o into the Wodd that day, was only becauſe he had 


pointed to. meet a Miſtreſs'there, and ſo was afraid 
that ſhe ſttould oateh them to 


im g J am no ſuch timorous Creature as he imagines 


Ine to be, and Iwill know the hottem of this buſineſs, 


though-I:tarry che whole day in the Wood. As ſoon as 
ber Husband went Out, ſne makes as much haſt as ſhe 
ld to the Wood, and hides her ſelf very curmingly 
na place where ſhe could look about every where to 


, 


* 


ſhe cried out for help as loud as ſhe could. When 
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very much concerned if any misfortune ſhould be. 


n oß ſeeing it, either now or at any other time, 1 
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gether. Well, ſays the to 
her ſelf, I ſhould be a very Fool indeed if I. could not 
kethrough this Deſign TIL ſpoibhis ſpert Ell warrant 
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of the Wolf, out comes one of an extraordinary big 
nels, leaps upon her before ſhe was aware, and ſeizes on 
her Throat before ſhe had time to ſay; Lord have mercy 
on her. He dragged her up and down like a Lamb, 
and held her fo faſt that ſhe could neither defend her 
ſelf, nor cry out for help. He had certainly torn her 
Throat out, if ſome Shepherds had. not ſeen him, and 
making a noiſe frightned him, ſo that he let go his 
hold and ran away. Theſe Shepherds knew her, and 
carried her home in a miſerable mortified condition, 
She lay a long time ill, but was cured at laſt by her Huſ- 
band's care, who had the moſt able Phyſicians and 
Chirurgeons he could procure ; but ſtill there remain. 
ed ſuch Scars and Marks in her Face and Neck, that 
made her look very indifferent and homely ever after, 
She grew ſo melancholy and dejected, that ſhe refuſed 
to appear in Company, lamented: her misfortune, and 
was angry with her ſelf for being ſo capricious; but 
I could-never learn that ſhe was more Tractable forthe 
future. For my part I ſhall not determine any thing, 
but my opinion is, that theſe Diſtempers are generally | 
incurable. ee 


1 
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Blondello puts 4 trick upon Ciacco, for which be i. 772 
Fecientiy reveng ed, and H other ſeverely beaten. 


XT Florence there dwelt one Ciaceo, a very great 
E Glutton, but withal ſo Nice, that although he 
had a good Eftate, yet he could hardly bring both ends 
together. He was a very facetious witty Man, and 
excellent good Company, though no great Courtier, 
but a Hanger-on on thoſe that kept good Tables, and 
never ſtaid for the Compliment of Invitation. At the 


ſame time there was another, whoſe name was deli 
; 1 . ; : | | 
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allo, a ſhor off dapper, pert, brisk Spark, and 2 mi gh ty 


Man amongſt the Ladies; always ſo nicely powder'd 
and curled, that you ſhould never meet him with one 


Har out of order; but for the reſt of his Character he 


2s not any whit inferior to Ciacco for a Trenchet 


Man. This Ciacoo meets Blondello, one morning itt 


* 
5 
- 3 * 
* = 
4 
4 


Let, in the Fiſh-Market, where he had been buying 


wo great Lampreys for one of his Friends, and asking 
him what he was going to do with them, he told him, 
that laſt night three others, much larger than any of 
theſe, and a whole Sturgeon was ſent, as a preſent, to 


Meſſer Corſo Donati, and to day, he intending to Treat 


great many of his Friends, was afraid he had not e- 
nough, ſo ſent me to buy theſe two, being rather wik 
ling to leave than lack. Will not you be there, ſays 
Blondello to him? To be ſure, ſays Ciacco, At Dinner 
time he goes to Meſſer Corſo's, who was ſtanding talking 
nth ſome of his Neighbours, and ſeeing him go by, 


ak d him where he was going. I am going to Dine 


nithyou, Sir, ſays Ciacco. Youre a pleaſant Man, ſays 
Crſe,you'll oblige me very much; come then, let's go in, 
for believe it is much about ready. When they were 
ſet down, Ciaceo ſeeing nothing come but a few Peaſe; 
a little Tuny, and ſome few little Fiſhes out of the 


Ano, dreſt very ordinarily, began to think that Blon- 


lb had bantered him, and reſolved to be even with 


bm before it was long. Blondello told every body he 


met what he had done, which made them that heard it 
laugh heartily. Some few days after they met together 
and Blondello asks Ciacco how he liked Meſſer Corſo's 
Iampreys. Til tell you in eight days time, ſays Ciaccu, 
As ſoon as they parted he loſes no time, but preſencly 
goes and finds a Porter, gives him a Glaſs Bottle, and 
caries him to Cavieciuli-Hall, and ſhews him a Knight 
Whoſe name was Philippo Argent, a tall, ſtrong, ro- 
buſt, boiſterous, ilEnatured, and the moſt paſſionate 
Man alive. Do you ſee that Gentleman there? (ſays 
te to the Porter) carry this Bottle to him, and ſay that 
OT Oo : Blondells 
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Blondello was to entertain ſome of his Friends «© 
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day, and therefore deſires him to fill it with his beſt 
red Wine; but take care that he don't lay Hands on 
you, for if he do, he'll beat you ſeverely, and you'll 


quite ſpoil my deſign. When you done, come back 


to me, and I will ſatisfie you. Pbilippo knew Blandill 
very well, and being ſoon provoked, when he heard 


- talk of filling the Bottle, preſently imagined that Blox 
dello had ſent only to affront him. In a great rage, 
ſaid, I treat Blongello's Friends with my beſt red? and 


ſteps up to the Porter: but he being forewarned, pre- 
ſently made off, and came to Ciacco, who ſaw how 
matters went. He pays him nobly, being very much 
pleaſed at the Knights manner of receiving the Mel- 
ſage. His next buſineſs was to find Blondello, at laſt he 


lights on him, and tells him that Philippo of Cavicciul 


had ſent almoſt every where to look for him; but he 


Could not tell him what his buſineſs with him was, 


Blondello goes preſently to wait on him, and Ciacco fol 
Jows at ſome diſtance to obſerve what entertainment he 
met withal. Signior Philippo fancied by what the Por- 
ter ſaid, that Blondello and ſome of his Friends had a 
mind to divert themſelves at his coſt, ſo began to be in 


a very great Paſſion. Juſt as he ſaw Blondello coming 2 


long, he gets up, goes to meet him, and without ſay- 
ing one word, gives him a ſwinging Blow over the 
Noſe, with his double Fiſt, and knocks him down back 
wards. Blondello was very much ſurprized at this rough 
vſage, and asks him what was the reaſon of it. But 
inſtead of returning any Anſwer, he falls on him a- 
freſh, and drags him about by the Hair. I'll teach you, 
you Raſcal, who to put your Jeſts upon, (ſays he;) 2 


if my Wine was deſigned to Treat your Friends with 
Blondello had a great mind to ſpeak, but the Blows came 


ſo thick upon him, that be had no opportunity. ; His 


| Face was all over bloody, his Hair torn, off his Head, 


his Cap gone, and all his Cloaths torn to Rags. After 
he had been miſerably beaten and dragged all about e 
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the dirt, before any body could help him, at laſt people 


came ſo thick about, that he was forced to let him go. 


When they had underſtood what the matter was, they 
all ſaid it was dangerous jeſting with ſuch a Man as he. 


'Blondello cried like a Child, proteſting that he did not 
ſend for any Wine. Then he began to conclude that 


good order as he could, had them ſcraped, and went 
tome. It was a great while before his Face was fo well 
that he durſt appear abroad; but when he went out, 
meeting Ciacco, he askt him how he liked Signior Pbi- 
_ pros Wine. Much as you did Meſſer Corſo's Lam- 
Ol WY preys, ſays Blondello. You gave me aFiſh Dinner (ſays 
he Ciacco) and I ought to give you a Glaſs of Wine after 
55 it, Then ſays Blondello we are even; let us be good 
45 Wh Friends for the future, and never put any more jeſts 
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in mo Men bad a oft to conſult King Solomon; the one 
alt bim what be ſhonld do to make himſelf beloved. 

- The other how he ſhould . tame 2 ſcolding 44 ye. Tbe 
© firſt was anſwered to love ever body, and the laſt was 
© bid to go to Gooſe · bridge, 


Fee having told wonders of the wiſdom of Solo- 
mon, people went from all parts to ask his Advice, 
he never refuſing any that came to him; and Experi- 
ence conſtantly gave ample Demonſtrations of his pro- 
fonnd judgment. A young rich Gentleman, whoſe 
name was Meliſſo, left Lajazzo the place of his Nati- 
vity, and ſet forward for Feruſalem. As he was going 
out of Antioch he overtook another young Man, 
whoſe name was Gioſefo, going on the ſame account. 
It being the 'common cuſtom of Travellers to ask a 
LT | Q2 great 


. N 


t was one of Ciaccos tricks, he put his Cloaths in as 
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what I muſt do procure Peoples love. When they 


fer words, received for Anſwer, Love others. After 


Aſter ſeveral days Journey, they were tofgo over a Ri- 


gone by. There was one skittiſh fearful Mule, that 


1 + $I 4 | 45 . 
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reat many Queſtions; after Melifſo had informed ot. 
rmlelf what Country Gioſefo was of, and what his MW m 
Circumſtances were; as they were on the Road tope.. Ml mi 
ther, he askt him whether he was going, and what his th. 
buſineſs was. He anſwered that he was going to King Ml wi 
Solomon to ask his Advice about his Wife, who wasa M 
very Devil Incarnate, who wol 1 not ſuffer him to Jo 
take a minutes Eaſe or Repole ; and that neither En- yo! 
treaties, Endearments and Threats, or any other means MW fin 
were able to reclaim her. Then Gioſefo askt him what Ml ot 
Countryman he was, whither he was going, and what Ce 
was his buſineſs. I am, ſays he, of the City of L«» do 
jazz, I have a great Eſtate, keep a very good Houſe, bel 
and entertain all Comers and Goers without diſtindi- Nove 
on; and yet there's no body in the whole City that 
loves me, ſo Iam going to King Solomon, to ask him 


came to Jeruſalem, they were introduced to King Sole- 
mon. Meliſſo having propoſed his Queſtion in a very 


he was diſmiſſed, Gioſefo told the King the Reaſon of 
his coming. He bid him go to Gooſe-bridge, and 
with this ſhort anſwer was diſmiſſed alſo. When he 
came out he found Meliſſo ſtaying for him; ſo they 
asked each other what Anſwer the King had given 
them, and not preſently comprehending the meaning 
of them, they both concluded that he had made a felt 
of them. They being both very much diſſatisfied, cook 
Horſe the very ſame day, in order to return heme; 


ver that run under a very fair Bridge, which at that 
time was fo full of laden Horſes and Mules, that they 
could not paſs; but were obliged to ſtay till all was 


could not be made to go over. The Mule- Driver took 
a great Stick and ſtruck it a great many hd blows 
but they all ſignified nothing; for the Beaſt would 
fling ſometimes on one fide, and ſometimes on = 
| 0 on, 
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i i cher, and ſometimes ran back; but was more and 


5 more averſe to ga forwards. Then he laid it on again, 
„nich his whole ſtrength, but it was all to no purpoſe, 


the Mule would not ſtir one jot. Aelifſo and Gieſefo, 
who waited all this while to go over; often ſaid to the 
' Mule-Driver, you hard-hearted Villain you, what do 
o WY jou intend to kill the poor dumb Creature? Try if 
\. WT jou cannot lead her over quietly by fair means, you'll. 
ad it a better way than to beat it ſo unmercifully as 
you do. You know how to manage your own Horſes, - 


t 

t Centlemen, ſays the Fellow, and pray let me alone to 
„Lo what I think fit with my Mule. Then he falls a 
„ belabouring it again, and beats it till at laſt it went 


over. The Gentlemen, as they rode over, askt what 
was the name of the Bridge, and were told Gooſe- 
n Wl Bridge. Then Gioſefo, recollecting what Advice Se- 
a IC had given him, ſays to Meliſſo, Solomon was much 
„in the right; it is very true that I could never, endure 
yo beat my Wife in my whole life. The Mule Driver 
has ſhewn me what I ought to do. A few days after 
ey came to Antioch; and Gioſefo deſired Meliſſo to ſay 
d ſometime with him to reſt himſelf. Gioſefo's Wife re- 
e I cxived him very kindly, and he bid her get whatever 
y 1:4/o would pleaſe to order for Supper. Meliſſo de- 
n fired to be excuſed, but finding that Gio/efo was po- 
g I ftively reſolved, he did. His Wife being of a very obs 
> W ftinate and contradictory Temper ,. inſtead of ob- 
k eerving his Orders, did the quite contrary, When the 
6, Husband ſaw it, he flew into a great Paſſion, ſaying; 
ji- dd not my Friend give you plain directions about Sup- 
t der? She lookt on him as if ſhe would have eaten him, 
y and ſnapping him up, ſaid, if you like it as it is, you 
as may eat it, if not, you may let it alone: don't tell me 
at of your Orders. Meliſſo was very much ſurprized at her 
kB brutiſh Anſwer, and told her ſhe was very much to 
% blame. You're no Changling, Wife, ſays Gioſefo, but 
d H try if I cannot work ſome change in you, then 
turning to Melo, ſays to him, we ſhall ſee in a little 
= O 3 | time 
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time whether Solomon's Advice was right or not, pray 


der his Feet, and falls a beating her very handſomely; 
| ſhe roars out, threatens him, ſcolds, fights and ſcratches, 


he continued diſtributing Blows till he was quite tired, 


2 ©  - 
—— — —— — or Sr — rs — 
/ 
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do not take it ill from me, but look upon what I do © 
only as a Diverſion, and the better to keep you com- * 
poſed, remember the anſwer the Mule-Driver gave us 

when we pitied his Mule. Then he takes a good Stick, MI. 
and goes into the Chamber where his Wife fat ſcold. WM Me 
ing and railling, takes her by the Hair, throws her un- 


yet he ſtill laid on. Then the began to beg Pardon, 
defiring he would ſpare her life, and promiſed that ſhe 
would never contradi& him in any thing again. Yer | 


he beat her fo long that he hardly left a free place +> 


bout her. When he had done, he goes to Melifs, Ml i 
faying, we ſhall ſee what Gooſe-Bridge will produce. e. 
So they both went to Supper. The poor Woman was 1a 
ſo fore, being all over bruiſes, ſhe could ſcarce get io I ber 
Bed; yet the next day ſhe got up very early, and went . 
to her Husband, and asked him what he would pleaſe uſe 
to have for Dinner. He tells her: ſhe punctually obeys ili 
his Orders, and gets it ready juſt at his time. Meliſo Wl 8 
takes his leave arid goes home, and a very diſcreet per- | thir 
ſon coming to pay him a Viſit, he told him what Ad- wh; 
vice Solomon had given him. He ſaid that there could | and 
be no better, and more ſutable Counſel given him, Cot 
for it was both wiſe and true. You muſt needs be I beir 
conſcious to your ſelf, that you do not love any body IN 
cordially, and that all the Treats and Entertainments opli 
that you make, are only out of Oſtentation, and Ste. 
Vain-Glory, rather than out of Reſpect to thoſe that WW +: 
that partake of them. Do then but follow Solomon's My 
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Meſſer Giovanni at the Requeſ# of bis Friend Pietro; 
made a Charm to transform his Wife into a Mare; but 
when it came to putting on the Tail, Pietro cried out 


that he would have none, and ſo ſpoiled all. 


| Eſſer Giovanni, Curate of Barletta, was much 
V | ſuch another Spark as the Curate of Varlungo. 


His Inclinations were equal both cowards Wine and 


Women, and he was always very ſolicitous and care- 
ful of the conſciences of the latter, eſpecially if they 
mere young and handſome. He ſpared none that came 
in his way; and would often ſay, That a good Shep- 
herd could not know his Sheep too well, and there 
was no better way of knowing them, than making 


aſe of them. The Perſon that he moſt frequently 


viited was Pietro Treſauti, who were very intimate 
together. This Pietro was very poor, and had no- 
thing to keep him and his Wife, but a poor Aſs and 
what he got by his Day-labour. His Wife was young 
and tolerable: handſome, conſidering ſhe was a poor 
Country. Wench, and Sun-burnt. But Meſſer Giovanni 
being not very nice or proud in theſe particulars, liked 
Zua Carapreſs extraordinary well, and was always 
ogling her when ſhe was in his Company, and made a 
great many other ſigns, that plainly diſcovered his 
meaning. She was very innocent, and did not inthe leaſt 
underſtand his amourous Glances, nor regard his Pre- 
ſents or Careſſes. She was a meer Novice in the Art of 
Gallantry. Meſſer Giovanni finding this, begins to think 
of an Expedienc to bring his Deſigns about. Now 
honeſt Pietro was as ſtupid and dull as he could with, 
and therefore one day he takes him aſide, and lays, My 
$001 Friend, it grieves me to ſes that things are ſo 

| EE Oq very 


— 
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Yery hard with you, you work like a Horſe, and ye 
cannot bring both ends together. I have a very great 
reſpe& for you, and therefore I will communicate 2 
Secret to you; by which you ſhall hereafter live as 
Contentedly and eaſie as a little King. I have nothing 
to preſent you with, worth your acceptance, replies 
Pietro; but if you will be as good as your word, when- 
ever I am able, I ſhall moſt willingly make you all 
the Satisfaction that lyes in my Power. At preſent ! 
have nothing but my Aſs and my ſelf, and you may 
diſpoſe of them both as you pleaſe. I deſire no Return 
at all, ſays Meſſer Giovanni, it will be a ſufficient Re: 
compence for me, to think that I have done you ſervice. 
I will teach you how your Wife ſhall be a Mare all 
the Day, and at Night ſhall be reſtored to a Woman 
again. You'll find an extraordinary great advantage 
by it, for your Aſs travels very ſlowly, and you never 
came till the Market is almoſt over, upon which ac- 
count, vou are forced to fell your Goods much cheaper 
than other Folks. Now when your Wife, who you 
know is very well ſhaped and clean-hmbed, ſhall be 
turned into a Mare, ſhe'll be abundantly ſwifter than 
_— Als, and it will coſt you little or nothing to keep 
her. How the Devil came you by ſuch a Secret as 
this? ſays Pietro. Well, ſee what it iz to be a great 
Scholar. But pray impart it to me; what ſignifies it if 
there be ſome Conjuration in it? It's a great deal better 
than to toil and moil all ones Life- time as I do. But 
do you think you can make me underſtand it, for l 
have but a very dull pate of my own? PIl cell you the 
words, ſays Meſſer Gio wanni, and for all the reſt only 
obſerve what I do; but be ſure you do not ſo much 
as open your Lips, for the leaft word will ſpoil all ; then 
je will be impoſlible ever to retrieve it again. It wil 
not be very hard to turn your Wife into a Mare, the 
Difficulty lyes in putting on the Tail. But that the 
Charm may ſucceed the better, it will be neceffary 
that your Wife be ſtark- naked. I promiſe you, ff 


Piero, 


* 


Pietro, for my ſelf that I will not ſpeak one word, and 
s for my Wife do with her as you think fit. Then 
he buſineſs was broke to Zita, and the Performance 
leferred till the next Morning. Pietro and his Wife 
were ſo very impatient, that they went and waked 


"the Curate, who lay upon a little Straw, before it was 


quite Day-break. When they were all Thres together, 
Meſſer Giovanni enjoins Pietro Silence very ſtrictly 
gain, and orders the Woman to undreſs her ſelf. She 
jery readily puts off her Waſtcoat and Petticoat, but 
when it came to her Smock, ſhe began to be very ſcru- 
pulous. What, ſays ſhe, muſt I ſhew my ſelf Rark- 
naked before you ? I had rather nat be a Mare than 
do any fuch thing. What mean all theſe Nice- 
ties, ſays Pietro? Meſſer Giovanni is our good very Friend, 
Do you think that he and I did never fee a Woman 
naked before? You have not always been ſo mighty 
modeſt. Then he goes to her, and throws off her 
smock himſelf, That's well, ſays Meſſer Giovanni; 
There, take this Candle, and obſerve what I do, that 
you may be capable of doing it your felt aftei wards. 
He made Zita lie down upon her Hands raiſing her 


Breech up, and goes. and ſtrokes her Face, ſaying, . 


That this may be che handſome Head of a Mare. 


| Then he couches the Hair, faying, That chis may be 


the fair Hair of a Mare. To her Arms, That theſs 
may be the neat Legs of a Mare; To the Navel, That 
this may be the Petrel of a Mare. He proceeds 
to all the other Parts, ſaying, that they might all be 


| transformed into ſomething or other. The Ceremony 


laſted ſo long, that Pietro began to be tired. The Tail 


was already made, and there wanting nothing but 


putting it on, Meſſer Giovanni going about it, Pietro 


Who now began to grow diſſatisfied with th: Transfor- 
mation, cried out, Good Meſſer Giovanni forbear, I 


will have no Tail at all; but beſides, you put it on too 
low. The Curate not being willing to leave his Work 
half done, went on for all this; but Pietro ran and 
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pluckt him away by his Caſſock · Would the Devil 
had you, for a Blockhead, ſays Meſſer Giovanni in a 
very great Paſſion. Did I not charge you, that you 
| ſhould ſpeak ne're a word? Your prating has quite ruin. 
ed all, and it is impoſſible to remedy it. But fays 


Pietro, I tell you once mare, Meſſer Giovanni, that I 
will have no Tail; or if 1 muſt, pray let me put it 


on my ſelf The Woman finding this the moſt plex 
ſant part of the Ceremony, got up and railled at her 


Husband very ſeverely. You were a very unfo tunate 
Fellow, and will be a miſerable Wretch all the days 


of your Life ; if you had been patient bur one moment 


longer, all had been finiſhed, and you had been made 
a happy Man. Then turning to the Cu ate, th: lays, 


Sir, he is very unworthy of the great: kindnels vou 


body ſee a Mare without a Tail? Let him go 
like a Beaſt as he is. Pray, Mr. Curare, come to 
morrow Morning, when this Fool is gone to Work, 
and then we ſhall have no interruption, but you may 
make a compleat Mare without being diftuibed. It's 
unreaſonable, Wife, ſays Pietro, to put Meſſer Giovanni 
to ſo much trouble. I do not deſice a Maie upon 
theſe terms, but am very well ſatisfied, and will ſhift 
with my Aſs. VVhen this Novel was ended, a plea- 
ſant Gentleman, that was in the Company, entertained 


molt delicate Air. 


them with the following Song, which was ſet in 4 


THE 
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THE SONG. 


T Ear to 8 gentle Fe Crybal Spring, 
Wieſe fertile Streams enrich 4 the Naighs ring 
' * "Ground, © 
The teeming Earth "did fragrant Flowers bring, 
hich Flora in her richeſs Robes bad Crown 3 


fit for 4 mournful Lover's ſad Retreat, 


Ther wretched Qioo did —_ ber Pate. 


_=— 


mit of bright Cynthia I 4 Follow r Was, 

No anxious thoughts diſturb'd my peaceful Breaft, 
Throug b obſcure Groves regardleſs I did paſs, 

My Innocence ſecurd my Eaſe and Reſt; 
Till T grew fond of Pleaſures which ſoon choy, 
Nau our Souls, and av our Peace e | 


Br I, ! poor Cred lou. Nym 18 "Wan Poor T! 

Was Charm'd by a 255 Swains deluding Voice, 
Whoſe graceful Micn would pleaſe a Deity ; 

All o're our Plains they did applaud my Choice; 
Bat now too late, to my great grief, I find 
Him more unconſt ant F208 the Waves and Wind. 


Great Cupid, fo your „ Pat Pity ſhew, 
I's your own Intereſt, though the Cauſe in mine, 


When deyout Votaries thus ſuffer, who „ 


Mill venture to burn Incenſe at your Shrine 3 
Bad ts tht Exchange we make of Liberty 
For Scorn, diſdain ans abjett Soy. 3 
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A Knight entred himſelf into the Service of the King of 
Spain; and left it, thinking that he was not ſufficieny 
recompenſed. The King afterwards ſhewed bim by ex- 

perience, that if be had not liberally rewarded bim, it 
was only the effect of bis own misfortune, and that he 


4 


was not in the leafs to be blamed. 


RET de Figiovamni, was one of the moſt Val. 


ant Knights, and as brave a Gentleman, as H. 
rence could ever boaſt of. He had a very good Eſtate, 
but a much greater Soul; and finding that he could 
not. give any conſiderable Proofs of his Valour in 
Tuſcany, he reſolved to leave ir, and go and ſerve A. 


| phonſo King of Spain, who was eſteemed the moſt 


Valiant Prince in his time. He goes into Spain with 


a noble Equipage, and was very well received of 


the King. He lived a great while at this Court, where 
he ſoon acquired a great Reputation for his valour and 
bravery. He very diligently obſerving the Kings 
Actions, found that he diſpoſed of his Favours, with. 
out any reſpect to Merit; giving the Government of 
Caſtles, and Enies, and beſtowing Titles of Honour, 
on thoſe Perſons that leaſt deſerved them ; and that 
he who thought he had merited ſomething conſiderable 
from the Hands of this Great Monarch, had never 


received the leaſt mark of his Favour, and this re- 


flected fo hard upon his Honour, that he reſolved to 
quit his Service, and went to the King to dere leave 
to retire into his own Country. The King preſented 
him with one of the fineſt Mules that was ever ſeen; 
which was very acceptable to him, in regard be had 
a great way to travel. He alſo ordered a truſty and 


ingenious Courtier, to find out ſome plauſible Pre- 
A : c . 


NO VE L XC. 


ence to ride along with him, without letting him in the 


laſt perceive that it was by his order; and bid him be 


rey careful to remember all that Ruggieri ſaid con- 
erning him, and to give a juſt and faithful account, and 
when he thought that he had pretty well eaſed his 
nind and vented his Paſſion, to bring him back to 


Court again. The Courtier was very well pleaſed with - 


*. hs imployment, and falls into Company with the 
knight juſt as he left the City, pretending that he was 
be Welling into Iraly. The firſt Diſcourſe they fell up- 
o, was about che Ingratitude of Princes in general, 
na that they ſeldom diſcerned true Merit, and more 
l. WY rarely rewarded it. At laſt from generals they came 
. No particulars, and the Mule that the King had given 
egicri, on which he rode at that time, afforded him 


d occaſion to talk of his own Caſe. About Nine-a-Clock 


in Wi che Morning, the Knight ſays to the Courtier, Sir, 
. WM lbelieve it will be convenient for us to let our Beaſts 
it nter and bait a little while. They preſently went 
n no an Inn, ſet their Beaſts up, and they all piſſed ex- 
of Wl cept the Mule. When they mounted again, they hap- 
e pened co ride croſs a ſmall River, where they watered, 
nd the Mule piſſcd, Then ſays Raggieri, what 2 
5 WE ordid Beaſt art thou, much like the Maſter who 
b. ue thee, The Courtier took paticular notice of 
f WM theſe words, it being the firſt time that he bad reflected 
: Won the King parſonally, having ſpoken of him all 
i dong before, with all the deference and reſpect imagi- 
le able. The next day the Courtier endeavoured to 
r perſuade Ruggieri to return to Court again, and was ſo 
- WF licceſsful, that he went back with him. The King who 
0 nx informed of what he had ſaid concerning the Mule, 
knt for him, and received him as courteouſly as he 
ued formerly to do; but at laſt asked him, why he 
compared him to the Mule. Ruggieri with all the Pre- 
ſence of Mind imaginable, aniwered, becaule Sir, as 
you never beſtow any thing where you ought, or there 
$occation ; ſo my Mule never piſſes when ſhe ought, 
RE | a ut 
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but in places where there's wet enough already 9 
If I have not been fo liberal to you, Ruggieri, ſays the n 
King, as I have been to others that are far inferiou i In 
to you in Merit; it ought not to be attributed fo much 
to my being ignorant of your Deſerts, as to your own Ml 
misfortune ; as I will make you ſoon ſenſible of. Sir 
ſays Raggieri, I do not complain, that I have not par. 
taken of your Majeſties Bounty and Liberality, be. 
Cauſe I was never ambitious to be richer than now! 
am; but the only thing that troubles me, is, that L have 05 
no Teſtimonies to produce of your Majeſtys Approbs 
tion of my Service. Upon this account, I am very 
deſirous with the utmoſt Submiſſion to ſee what De- 
monſtrations your Majeſty will pleaſe to give; a 
for my own part, I am not at all ſolicitious to giveM 
any further Proofs, than what I have already done . 
Then the King carried him into a great Hall, where [ 
he had ſent two great Cheſts before, cloſe lockt up, 

There were a great many Nobles preſent, and the Bo 
King told Ruggieri, that in one of thoſe Cheſts, there P,” 
was nothing but Earth only; and the other was full Fin 
of Jewels, Rings, and other very rich and valuable 
things. Now, ſays he, chooſe which of theſe two you I 
will, and I will give it you, and by this you ſhall ſes 5 
whether it is not more owing to your own H-tortune | Rev 
than me, that your Merit hath not met with its juſt A 
Recompence. Ruggieri ſeeing that the King would Ml e 
oblige him to chooſe one of them, did fo, and hap- lo 
pened to pitch upon that which was full of Earth MW ©? 
Then the King ſmiling ſaid, you ſee you have no res- 10 
fon to blame any thing, but your own Il fortune, but 10 
your Valour doth deſerve to be rewarded. Notwith- | 


ſtanding I am ſure you do not deſign to ſettle in Span 5 
therefore I will not give you either Houſe or Land, Rip 


but you ſhall have the Cheſt that malicious Fortune 
deprived you of, in deſpite of her, ſtill. Such a Prefi 
ſent is hardly a fit Reward for your great Vertues 
Return home under the Protection of God Almigh- 

mer ww 
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. ind tell them that I can diſcern Merit where it is, and 

bow very well how to reward it. Ruggieri received 

h hs Preſent, returned his moſt humble Thanks, and ſec 

N for Tuſcany very well pleaſed. 6) ah 
ir, ee RES 1 g 

a ; 

be 
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we Cbinotto di Tacco took the Abbot of Clugni Priſons; 


bas | and after he had cared him of a Diſtemper be had in bis 


x Stomach, let bim proceed on bis Fourney, When the 
7 Abbot came to Rome, be reconciled Ghinotto to Pope 
wm | Boniface, who made bim & Prior. | ; 


JT is a very commendable thing, without all queſti- 
wl. on, to make grateful returns to thoſe Perſons from 
e om we have received Kindneſſes. But to return 
| Good for Evil, to ſhew Kindneſs to thoſe Perſons 

which the World could not blame us for having the 


1 


full . t 

Me geateſt Averſion to, this carries very much of Gran- 
10 | dur of Soul in it, and may be accounted a kind of 
* Mracle. Mankind in general is much addicted to 
Rar [Revenge ; and we.uſually find that the Clergy, who 
fuk preach up Patience ſo much, are the moſt Vindicative 
au bemſelres. This Novel affords us one inſtance to the 
bah: wnrrary; but one particular Exception will not de- 
pf roy a general Rule. Gbinotto di Tacco, being grown 
fes dotorious for his Cruelty and Robberies, and a profeſ- 
bu kd Enemy to the Count di Santa Fiores being expel 
ny led Siena, retired to Radicofani, and made it rebel a- 
ww inſt the Juriſdiction of the See of Rome. He kept 
Ind b ereat many armed Men, who lived upon Theft and 
n Rapine, plundering by his command all Paſſengers they 


could lay their Hands on. The Abbot of Clugni, who 
vas eſteemed one of the richeſt Prelats in the World, 


y, and be merry with your Friends and Relations, 


ming at: that time to pay a Viſit to Pope Boniface 
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the Eighth, eat to ſuch exceſs, that he quite ſpoiled the * 


Tone of his Stomach. His Phyſicians told him that the 
Baths of Siens would infallibly Cure him; and having Wl; 
the Popes Permiſſion, be ſets forward with a very A 
magnificent Train, never regarding the Reports tha 
were ſpread abroad of Gbinotto and his Gang. Ghinau, Mo 
having intelligence of his coming ,, diſpoſed he 40 
Men, fo that he encloſed the Abbot, and his whole d 
Retinue, in a narrow Defile, where it was impoſlible Ml Mie 
for any of them to eſcape. Then he ſent one of his Ma 
principal Officers to deſire the Abbot in a very ci 
and complaiſant way, to come to ſee him. The Ab. 
bot was very angry at this Meſſage, and ſaid he had no- 
thing to ſay to ſuch Rogues as he was; but would go 
forward on his Journey, and let him {ce who daft 
hinder him. The Officer very reſpectfully told him 
that he was now in a place where they feared nothing 
bat Heaven it ſelf ; for they did not in the leaſt valle 
the Fope or his Excommunications, and ſo took the 
liberty to tell him it would be more adviſable for hin 
to pay his Compliment to Gbinotto. During theſt 
Conferences, Gbinotto orders his Men to advance 
who immediately incloſed the Abbot on every fide 
When he found how matters ſtood, he made no more 
words, but he and his Retinue went directly to the 
Caſtle. After he was. diſmounted, Gbinotto ordered 
him to be led into a very dark and ill · furniſned Cham- 
ber, but his Attendance were very well entertained 
every one according to his Rank and Quality; thei 
Horſes were put into Stables, and all their Bag 
gage laid up very ſafe, without imbgzilling any thing 
Then Gbinotto goes ta wait on the Abbot, and ſays, 
Gbinotta, in whoſe Territories you now are, ſent mel 
to deſire you tell him whether you were travelling, and 
upon what occaſion. The Abbot was a very diſcrea 
Man, and always governed his Paſſion by Reaſonz 
fo he preſently told him. Gbinotto had a mind to try 
he could not cure him without going to the Pads 0 

8 ordere 


ache Town, and the Abbots own chief Domeſtickss 


pon him as ſoon as poſſibly he could. The next 


| 


fill the next morning, when he brought a fine clean 
Napkin, two little pieces of white Bread toaſted, and 
; large Glaſs of excellent Wine, which the Abbot 


brought along with him. My Lord, ſays he to the 


Abbot, when Gbinetro was young he ſtudied Phyſick, 
and he ordered me to tell you that there is no better 


Medicine in the World to procure a good Stomach 


than what he has ſent you; pray Sir, be pleaſed to take 
them, you'll find abundance of good by them. The 
Abbot was ſo very Hungry, that meer neceſſity forced 
him to accept of them, though he did it with a great 
teal of regret. At laſt he began to be very angry, 
zked a great many Queſtions, and demanded to ſee 
Ghotro himſelf, who all this while ſeemed not to re- 


card his paſſionate Expreſſions, but gave him very modelt 


and civil Anſwers, aſſuring him that Gbinotto would wait 
N= 
ng he brings him the ſame Commons again, and the 
abbot was very willing to accept of them. He dieted 
tim thus, fo long, till he found that he had eaten 
w ſome dry Beans, which he left on purpoſe in his 
Chamber. The next time he as kt him how he found 
ls Stomach. My Stomach, ſays the Abbot, would 
do very well if I were but out of Gbinottos Hands, 
and could get any thing to eat; for his Medicines 
have had ſuch an effect upon me, that I am ready to 
periſh with Hunger. Then Ghinorro orders a very 


ag handſome Room to be hung, and furniſhed with the 
WH Abbots own Goods, and provides a very ſplendid Treat, 


to which. he invited ſeveral Perſons of the beſt Quality 


Afterwards he goes to the Abbot, and tells him, my 


Lord, now you find your ſelf pretty well recovered, it 


$ time for you to leave this cloſe Room; ſo taking him 
by the Hand, he leads him into the other, leaves him 
ere amongſt his own — and goes to ſee * 


NOVEL ROLL 6h 
be ordered a good Fire to be made in his ſmall Room, ſet 
the W 4 good Guard about it, and did not came to him again 
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all thin gs were in order to make his Treat as noble à 


of the moſt nice and dainty Diſhes, with all. 


Ew 


Then he asks 


a Window, where he could ſee his Horſes. Then ſayshe, 


of Rome, but only to defend my Life and Honour. | 
was driven out of my own Eſtate, and had all that ever 


any other beſides. your ſelf, I would. diſpoſe gf then| 
both as I thought fit; but in regard you appear to be 


Witch him, that bis Hatred and Averſion was all on- 
Tadden changed into Relpect and Friendſhip, Hs 


. — 
. 
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he could, The Abbot was extremely pleaſed to ſee hi 
own Servants. agaih, he told them how he had been 
dieted ; and they informed him that Gbznorto had treag] 
them very nobly. At Dinner they had great Pleny 
rts offi; 

excellent Wine. He having entertained the Abbot 5 
this rate for ſome time, ordered all his Baggage to he 
brought into a great Hall, and his Horſes to be led tos 
place where they might all be ſeen. out of the Hall: 
s him how he did, if he had ſtrength e. 
nough to venture on Horſeback. The Abbot an(ie- 
ed that he was very well, and his Stomach was yery 
good; but he ſhould be a great deal better if he mers 
out of Ghinate's Clutches. Gbinotio conducts him i 
the Hall where all his Baggage was, and placed him at 


My Lord, I am Ghinnorto di Tacco, and I do aflureyoy 
that I am a Gentleman, and had never taken up th 
courſe of life, and declared ny ſelf againſt the Count] 


I had in the World ſeized on, and now meer neceflity 
obliges me to take it where I can find it. Which doth 
create me a4 great many potent Enemies. I have 
- cured the Diſtemper of your Stomach, your Perſon, 
and all your Goods are now, in my, power. If it were 


a Perſon of an honourable Character, I give you the 
freedom to do what you pleaſe your ſelf. You have 
Jeen all your Goods alteady, and there you may {& 
your Horſes, and now you have your own liberty i 


. 


ayas long, or go as ſoon Wl leale. The Abbotws 


wonderfully aſtoniſhed to find ſo noble and generow 
a ſoul in a Highway-man, and was ſo extremely take 


embrace 


a 


3 
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braced him, and ſaid, I proteſt before Almighty 
god, that I would willingly undergo ten times more f 
kin I have now ſuffered from your Hands, to gain the | 
fore and Friendſhip of ſuch a Perſon, as I find you to b 
e O ſevere Fortune! that conſtrained you to take E 
Wip ſuch a Trade. Then he went for Rome, carrying | 
wich him only what was abſolutely neceſſary, leaving 
he greateſt and moſt valuable part of his Goods with 
Glinotto, When the Pope had heard of the Abbots 
misfortune, he was very much troubled ; but as ſoon ; 
she faw him, he askt him what good he had found 
by the Bath. Holy Father, ſays he ſmiling, before I 
ame as far as Siena, I happened to light upon a very _ 
karned Phyſician, who has perfectly recovered: me; 

ind then tells him all that had happened to him. The 

Pope laughed heartily at the Adventure; and the Ab- 


he, lot continued his Relation with all imaginable Expreſ- 
a fons of generous Gratitude for Ghinorro. I have. ons 


Favour to beg of your Holineſs, ſays he. The Pope, 
ippoſing it had been a thing of much greater impor- 

lance, anſwered, that he could deny him nothing. My 

humble requeſt, Holy Father, ſays the Abbot, is, that 

jou would be pleaſed to extend your Grace and Fa- 

four to Ghinotto di Tacco, my Phyſician» I never knew 
more brave, and better deſerving Man in all my 
„ie. If he has been guilty of any [Il Actions, they 

"WW ought rather to attribute to his hard Fortune, than the 
bkneſs of his mind. If your Holineſs will but be 4 
W pleaſed to order him a Gentlemanslike Subſiſtance, 
you'll ſoon find that his Merit is beyond my expreſſion. 

The Pope, who was a Perſon of a very noble and 
generous Soul, and had a very great eſteem for Men 

o Bravery and Honour, anſwered, that he was very 
willing to do it, provided he were ſuch a Man as the 

Abbot had repreſented him, and that he might do it 
ſecurely, ' Ghinorro had no ſooner received this Ad- 

vice from the Abbot 3 but he immediately comes very 
ody to the Conrt of Rome; where the Pope ſoo m 
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„ Mithridanes enwying the Liberality of Nathan, bad 8 & 
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finding him a Man of Merit, ſhewed him particuly 
Eſteem and Reſpect, and made him Prior of the Hoc 
pital. Thus Gbinotto, being raiſed out of his neceſſ 
tous Condition, led a very unblameable Life for the fu 
ture; approved himſolf a true Son of the Church, and 
a faithful Friend to the Abbot of Cg ni. 
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fign to murder bim, and ſpeaking to bim not knowing 
him, Nathan bimſelf told bim how be might accompli, 
bis deſign. When Mithridanes came to put bis defin m 
execution, be knew Nathan again, was ſtruck witheons! 


ni Fuſion, and became his F riend. i 


HE. Genoueſe, and others who have travelled into 
the Country of Cathaga, report that there was 
a Gentleman of a very great Family, whoſe name ws 
Nathan; who had a very conſiderable Eſtate hard-by 
the great Road, through which all thoſe that went from 
the Weſt to the Eaſt, or from the Eaſt to the Weſt, 
muſt go. This Nathan, was naturally a Man of 4 
very generous Temper, and being defirous to ſhew the 
greatneſs of his Soul, by ſome magnificent Action, in 
a very ſhort time, built a more ſtately and pom- 
pous Palace than had ever been ſeen in thoſe 
Parts before. He furniſhed it with all things neceſlary;] 
and the Richneſs of the Furniture was anſwerable to 
the Grandeur of the Structure it ſelf, He kept a great 

many Servants, who entertained all Comers and Goes 
honourably and ſplendidly, according to the noble Ii 
berality of their Maſter. His generous Hoſpitaliy 
continued fo long, that he began to be famous, not 
only in the Eaſt, but in the Weſt alſo. Being grounf 
pretty well in years, but {ill continuing his uſual ge- 
ä 5 nero 


\ 


—— — — 
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neous: way of living, a young Gentleman, whoſe 


Ie 1 name was Mithridanes, who lived not very far off from 


lim, hearing the great Reputation Nathan had ac- 
quired by his Hoſpitality, and knowing that he was as 
(ch, grew emulous of his Fame, and reſolved, atleaſt, 


1 to participate with him, if he could not pollibly ob- 


ore the Glory of his Actions, by more noble and ge- 
rerous of his own. To this end he built as noble a Fa- 
Inck as Nathan's, and gave ſuch prodigious welcome 
nd entertainment to all Paſſengers, that in a ſhort. 
ime he began. to be very Famous. Mithridanes, being 
gone one day in the Court of his Palace, a poor Wo- 
man came and askt his Charity, and he gave her: ſhe 
does out, and comes in again at another Door, for 
elye times together, begging every time, and he 
gave her as often. When ſhe.came the thirteenth time, 
Mibridanes told her that ſhe came too ſoon again, and 
gave her nothing. Upon this, the old Woman, go- 
ing away, ſays; how far ſhort is this of Natbans Li- 
terality ? 1 have gone into his Palace by thirty 
two different Doors,. and have begged of him every 
ime, and he has given me without taking any notice 
that he ſaw me before. I have askt here but thirteen 
times, and am taken notice of, and checkt; then ſhe 
vent away, and came back no more. Mitbridanet, 
kearing this, began to be much diſturbed, eſteeming 

what the old Woman ſaid in praiſe of Nathan, as a 
diminution of his Honour and Merit. What an un- 
fortunate Wretch am I! ſays he: it will be extreme 


Joy for me to pretend to exceed Nathan in great mat- 


ters, when I fall ſo far ſhort of him in theſe ſmall. 
Iſnall never be able to gain any conſiderable Reputa- 
non whilſt he lives, and in regard ald Age will not 
id meof him, I am reſolved to diſpatch him with my 
own Hands. Being tranſported with Envy and Rage, 
Ibe takes Horſe, and with a very ſmall Attendance, 
not making any Perſon acquainted with his Deſign, in 

three days he comes to the pegs where Nathan dwelt. 
Fs | 3 He 


talking together till they came to the Palace, where 


ſince I was a Lad, and yet he never preferred me to 


ecuting his villanous Deſign with the greater Secreſie 


moſt of his power. After Mithridanes had pauſed for 


Secret, who gave him all imaginable aſſurances of Fi- 
delity. He made a long Harangue to him, the de- 


ws 9 


* * 
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He diſmiſſed his Servants, and charged them to take Ml ſen 
no notice that they knew him; but to diſpoſe of them: den 
ſelves as they thought fit, till farther orders. In the del 
Evening he went alone, and happened to meet Ng. Ml f 
than himſelf, who had walked ont to take the Air, Wl de 
being very meanly habiced. He askt him if he could fd 


tell him where Nathan dwelt. Here's no body can tell] 
you better than my ſelf, ſays Nathan, I will wait upon 
you thither with all my Heart. You'll oblige mevery 
much, ſays Mitbridanes; but if it were poſſible, [| 
would neither be ſeen or known by him. I can bring 
that about too, ſays Nathan, in regard you deſite it, 
Mit hridanes diſmounts, and walks along with Nathay, 


"Nathan calls a Servant to take the Horſe, and whiſpers 
him to charge every body not to tell that young Gen- 
tleman that he was their Maſter. Mit bridanes was pre- 

fently conducted into a very ſtately Chamber, where 
no body ſaw him but thoſe who were ordered to at- 
tend him. Natban himſelf waited on him very oſten, 

and ſhewed him the greateſt reſpect imaginable, i- 
thridanes had a very great Veneration for Nathan, for 
his Age, though he did not know him, and defired 
him to tell him who he was. I am (ſays he) one of 
Nathan's inferior Domeſticks. I have ſerved him ever 


any thing beyond what you ſee. The World talks ve- 
ry great things in his praiſe; but for my own part I 
have very little reaſon to ſpeak well of him. This 
teeming Chagrin gave Mitbridanes great hopes of ex- 


and Security. Then Nathan very modeſtly and fub- I 
mitlively askt him who he was, and what was the oc 
cafion of his Journey ; offering to ſerve him to the ut- 


ſome time, he askt him if he might cruſt him with a 


ſign 


* 
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.of which was to ſecure him to his Intereſt, and 
hen told him what he came thither for, and concluded, 
I firing his Advice and Aſſiſtance. Nathan was ſtrange- 
y farprized and aſtoniſhed at his Deſign; yet he had 
. Wl the power to conceal it, and being very compoſed and 
F (date, ſays, your Father, Mitbridanes, was illuſtrious, 
boch by his Birth, and for his great Soul, and I ſee that 
jou do not in the leaſt degenerate, in regard you have 
indertaken ſo great an enterprize. For my own part 
have always been ready to ſerve every body to the ut- 
moſt of my ability, I am ſtill the ſame, and muſt needs 
commend you for rivalling the Reputation of Nathan. 
If there were a great many more ſuch Men, the 
World would ſoon be a great deal better than it is. You 
may ceſt ſatisfied that what you have told me ſhall be 
2 ſecret in my Breaſt only, and I do aſſure you, that 
Ican adviſe and ſerve you better than any perſon in 
the whole World beſides. In yonder little Wood Na- 
thay walks every morning, for a conſiderable time to- 
gether; you may ſurprize him there, and do whatſoever 
you pleaſe with him. If you kill him you may cafily 
make your eſcape, if you do not go, the ſame way you 
came, but take the left Hand Road, which carries you 
directly out of the Wood. This way is not ſo much 
uſed as the other, and yet it is the ſhorteſt, and the moſt 
ſecure for you to return home. When Mit bridanes 
had received all theſe Inſtructions, he told his Servants, 
ho alſo lodged in Nathan's Palace, where he would 
have them wait for him the next morning. As ſoon 
25 it was break of day, Nathan full of Conſtancy and 
Reſolution, went to the Wood, expecting to receive 
his fatal Blow. Mithridanes allo gets up, mounts his 
Horſe, takes his Sword and Bow, and finds Nathan 
walking all alone. Before he killed him, he had a 
mind to ſee him, and hear him ſpeak; ſo goes up to 
him, takes hold of his Head, and ſays, Old Fellow, 
de art a dead Man. It may be I have deſerved it tben; 
replies Nat ban. Mithridanes 8 finding that he 
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was the very ſame Perſon that had entertained him ſo 
hogourably, kept him company ſo familiarly, and ad- 


viſed him fo faithfully; his Rage and Paſſion began to 


be changed into Shame. He threw his Sword on the 


Ground, which was ready drawn to give him his death; 
Wound, gets off his Horſe, runs and throws himſelf 
at his Feet, and weeping ſays, I can no longer (my 
dear Father) forbear publickly to acknowledge the 
Grandeur of your Soul; and if I had no other Proofs, 
yet the compoſed manner in which you came hither 
to offer your, life a Sacrifice to my Fury, would be 
ſufficient to convince me. I had no reaſon to kill you, 
and yet made my application to your own ſelf, for the 
execution of that barbarous and unjuſt Action. But 
God was pleaſed to preſerve me in my Duty, which 
my own revengeful Inclination made me ſwerve from, 
and has opened my Eyes, which Malice had quite 
cloſed. The great Civility and Reſpect that you ſhew: 
ed me, ſerves only to aggravate the Enormity of my 
Crime. I therefore humbly beg that you would take a 
juſt Satisfaction, equal to the demerit of my Fault. Na- 
than liſts him up, and embraces him, ſaying, my Son, 
your Fault, in regard you will give it that name, is one 
of thoſe which redound to the diſhonour of thoſe that 
commit them, and conſequently you have no occaſion 
to beg Pardon. It was not from any motive of Ha- 
tred or Malice to me, that you ſought my life, but 
out of a Principle of Virtue, that you might be reckoned 


more liberal. Fear nothing, but rather on the con- 


trary aſſure your ſelf that there is no Man in the World 
loves you ſo well as I do. You have a very noble Soul, 
for you do not deſire to heap up Riches, as pitiful 
miſerable ſpirited Perſons do, but chooſe rather to 
diſpoſe of what you already have freely and generouſſy. 
You would have killed me to render your own name 


more illuſtrious ; there is nothing inglorious in it, nor 
any thing that I have reaſon to complain of. *Twas 


by ſuch methods that Emperors and Kings hays 15 
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ed their Dominions, and rendered their memory 
mortal. They are not ſatisfied with killing ons 
ele Man as you would, they embrue their Hands in 
de blood of thouſands, deſtroy whole Countries, and 
urn and plunder whole Cities. So that what you were 


out to do is a thing that is done every day. Mitbri- 


Ines did not ſtudy for any more Excuſes, ſeeing that 
Nathan had made ſo good for him alreadyy but told 
lim that he was extremely ſurprized, that he was not 
mly ſo willing to die, but to give him ſuch a fair op- 

tunity of taking away his life. You will not won- 
ler, ſays Nathan, that fince I have been Maſter of my 
elf, and have practiſed that which you have begun to 
flow me in, there never came any Perſon to me, 


Y that I did not gratifie in whatſoever he deſired, 


Fit were in my power to do it. You came to me, 
you told me that you would have my life, I was 
yery willing you ſhould, and for that end I adviſed 
jou how you might beſt accompliſh it, with the 
geateſt ſecurity to your own ; and I do now again 
ure you, that it is at your ſervice if you continue in 
the fame mind ſtill, I do not think I can diſpoſe of it 
better. T have lived fourſcore years in Eaſe and Plea- 
ure, and according to the ordinary courſe of Nature I 
cannot live much longer. I always diſpoſed of my 
other things with Pleaſure and Satisfaction, and I had 
rather alſo give my life away as a Preſent to any one 


i would oblige, than to keep it with care and trouble 


all Nature will take it away whether I will or no. A 
hundred years would be a conſiderable Preſent, but 
ſeven or eight, that I have to live only, is a very mean 
one. I am the more willing to part with it now, be- 
cauſe I never met with any perſon before that deſired 
tz and perhaps for the future I ſhall never meet with 
any again that will ask and _— of it. I know very 
well, that the longer I keep it, the leſs it will be eſteem- 
ed; then pray accept of it, before it grows more con- 
4 E temptible. 
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temptible. God forbid ( ſays Mithridanes all in con: 
fuſion) chat I ſhould wrong one Hair of your Head. 
1 put too great a value upon your Life, than to de- 


KA... 2383 > ah — 
— - — — = 


i ſtroy it. I would rather, if it were in my power, pro. ll ; « 
in long it at the expence of my own. If you could add I hal 
. your. years to increaſe mine, would you do it? ſa if 6 
od Nathan. Then you would have me do that to you, ab 
„ which I never did to any body; that is, accept a Pre. M te 
: v ſent: from them. I ſhould doit, ſays Mit hy idanes, with hci 
1 all the Alacrity imaginable. Then ſays Nathan, you Ml te 
_ ſhall do then as I tell you. You ſhall live here, young v2 
1 as you are, and go by my Name, and J will go and live Ml ge: 
4 at your Habitation, and go by yours. If I could but tell Ml ij 
. how to maintain the Character you have juſtly deſerved, | 
1 I ſhould be very glad of the offer; but in regard, I am 
= ſenſible that my Actions will very much derogate from Ml Ct 
= your Reputation, I will never ſpoil that in another, s 
4 that I cannot attain to my ſelf. After theſe and ſome cei 
3 other diſcourſe, they went both to the Palace, where cat 
. Ait hridanes was moſt ſplendidly entertained. Nathan Wl W 
1.8 adviſed him to continue in that generous Hoſpitality, MW kn 
* yrhich he had begun, and being fully convinced that by 
. it was impoſſible for him ever to exceed Nathan in Ml thi 
* acts of Liberality, he and his Men returned home. do 
4 — — * he 
4 de 
i NOVEL XCIV. 6 
4 Meſſer Gentil da Cariſenda, at bis return from Modena, " 
4 tool a young Woman that be loved out of ber Grave, i |; 
i who being ſuppoſed to be dead, was buried. The Wo I on 


man recovers, was brought to Bed of a Son, and both of pr 
them ſent bome to ber Huzhand, 


Eil da Cariſenda, a very eminent Gentleman of Wl te: 
Bologna, fell in Love with a Lady of Quality, iO by 
whoſe name was Catharins, and Wife of Nicoluccio Cat: ih 
| C147117110 tit 
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imimico. The Lady giving him no Encouragement, 


W he retired to Modens, where he was made Podeſtate. 
Y Nicoluccio being gone from Bologna, his Wife went to 


; Country-Houſe, they had about a League and an 
half from the City, being big with Child, and refolving 


to lye in there. It happened that ſome thing or 


ather frightned her ſo extremely, that there was not 
the leaſt appearance of Life in her, and her Phy- 
(cians themſelves believed that ſhe was really dead. - 
Her neareſt Relations having heard her ſay, that the 
mas gone but. ſome few Months, they buried her in the 
next Church, without any farther Examination. Gen- 
il being informed of this by ſome of his Friends, 
was very much troubled, although ſhe had uſed him 
with ſo much indifference. I love this amiable cruel 
Creature too well, ſays he, not to love alſo now ſhe 
z dead. Tho when ſhe was alive, I could not re- 
ceive the leaſt Favour from her, now ſhe is dead and 
cannot defend herſelf, I may ſteal ſome innocent kiſſes, 
When he had ordered Matters ſo, that no body ſhould 
know of his going away, at night he took Horſe, attended 
byone Servant only, and went directly to the place where 
this Lady was interred; he opens the Tomb, goes in, lies 
down by her, kiſſed her very often, ſhedding abun- 

dance of Tears. But ſome Perſons being ſeldom ſatis- 
hed,. and Lovers leſs than any others; he went back 
deſigning to touch her Breaſts. He held his Hand 
there for ſome conſiderable time, and fancied he felt 
ſome Motion. He put his Hand juſt againſt her 
Heart, and then. was fully canvinced, that there was 
Lite in her ſtill. By the help of his Man he gat her 
oat of the Tomb, and carried her as tenderiy and 
privately as he could, to his own Mother's at Bologna, 
This Lady was a very diſcreet and judicious Perſon, 
and when her Son had given her an account of the mat- 
ter, ſhe was extremely moved with Compaſſion ; and 


by che aſſiſtance of a good Fire and a warm Bath, 
ſhe recovered that heat in her, which was almoſt ex- 


tinct, without calling any body to help her. It was a 
0 good 
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good while before ſhe came to her ſelf, but at laſt ſhe ed 
began to be ſomewhat ſenſible, and asked where ſhe Ml wa 
was. The good Lady perſwaded her to have a good Ml aft 
Heart, telling her ſhe was in a very ſafe place, and in Ml ca 
honourable Hands. When ſhe came pretty wellto her Ml ba 
ſelf, ſne lookt on one fide and another, not being able to tin 
imagine where ſhe was; but ſeeing Gentil, ſhe deſired Ml BY 
his Mother to tell her how ſhe came thither. Gen nb 
himſelf gave her a faithful account of the whole matter, ol 
Then ſhe began to take on moſt grievouſſy, but upon bet. thi 
ter Confideration,ſhe return d him a thouſand Thanks, cul 
begging of him, that for the Love that he had alway; He 
ſhewn to her, he would treat her there, fo that « MW wi 
might not in the leaſt reflect on her Vertue, or her Ml of 
Husbands Honour, and would ſuffer her to go home MW mc 
as ſoon as it was Day. Madam, ſays he, if formerly Ml ple 
I:have defired ſome Favours of you, I do now aſſire IM cio 
you, that for the future I will never ask any ſuch thing, I tal 
either here or any where elſe. And ſeeing it hath WM M. 
pleaſe God to make the Affection I bare you, the happy pai 
occaſion of preſerving your Life; I am extremely Il 2 
well contented, and do promiſe you to uſe you no Ml W. 
otherwiſe than if you were my own Siſter. But in te: hae 
gard, what I have done for you, doth deſerve ſome the 
fort of acknowledgment, I deſire you would not de- mo 
ny me one ſmall Favour. I can deny you nothing, Ge 
ſays the poor Lady, if it be Honourable, and in my wo 
Power to perform. All your Relations, Madam, ſays he, pol 
and all Bolegna, believe you are dead; therefore I beg ¶ yo 
you would ſtay Incognito with my Mother, till I'come Tr. 
back from Bologna, which will be very ſuddenly. The ner 
reaſon why 1 requeſt this of you, is, becauſe I deſign to. ¶ the 
deliver you to your Husband, in the Preſence of Perſons MW me 
of the beſt Quality of this City, and oblige him to ac WA 
knowledge, that I have made him a noble and very W ur 
welcome Preſent. She was ſo much obliged to him, doc 
and his Requeſt was ſo civil, that ſhe could not tel {et 
how to deny him. Scarce had ſhe given her word, A 
but ſhe began to fall in Labour; and was ſoon deliver: 
A ep 
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ſhe ed of a brave Boy. Gentil gave Orders, that ſhe ſhould 
ſhe MW want for nothing, and took care that ſhe was lookt 
ood MY after as carefully, as if ſhe had been his own Wife. So 
| in WM [eaving her to his Mothers management, he went 
her back to Modena, as privately as he cams out. The 


time of his Magiſtracy being expired, he returned to 
Bologna, and made a noble Treat for the moſt conſide- 
table Inhabitants of the City, amongſt whom was Nz- 


itil 

ter. coluccio Caccianimico, He ordered matters ſo that every 
ret. thing was ready upon his arrival, ſo that after the 
ks, MI cuſtomary Complements were over, they all ſat down. 


He paid a Viſit to the Lady before, and conſulted 


a 
with her how to ſurprize her Husband and the ' reſt 
her of the Company the moſt agreeably. The Entertain 
me ment was very noble and ſplendid, there was great 
ry. Wl plenty of every thing; and the Wine was moſt deli- 
ire WM ciouss When Dinner was over, and they had 
no, Ml talked of divers Subjects, and began to extol Gentils 
th Ml Magnificence 5 he thus addrefled himſelf to the Com- 


| pany. I remember, Gentlemen, that I have heard of 
| 2 very commendable Cuſtom amongſt the Perſians. 
no When any Perſon had a mind to ſhew what reſpect he 
re had for his Friend; he invited him to his Houſe, and 
ne there always ſhewed him that which he himſelf loved 
e- moſt, whether it was his Wife, Miſtreſs, Daughter, 
g, Noe. aſſaring him that as he had ſhewn him them, he 
would alſo ſhew him his very Heare alſo, if it were 
je, poflible. I now 1ntend to put this Cuſtom in practice; 
you have done me the Honour to accept of my poor 
ne Treat, and I will entertain you after the Perfan man- 
he ner, and ſhew you that which is moſt dear to me in 
to che whole Word. But I defire you all before to give 
ns me your opinion in a matter that Iwill propoſe to you. 
c- A certain Perſon had a very faithful and induſtrious 
ry MW Servant, who falling ſick, and being almoſt at Death's 


mn, door, he orders him to be carried into the Street and 


ell left there, never aſter taking any more care of him. 
d, WM A Stranger happening to come by, being very much 
EZ moved 


ep Mn - | 
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moved with Compaſſion towards this poor Creature, ol 

has him carried home to his own Houſe, and after a great mh 

deal of Pains, Coſt and Care, recovers him. Now I her 

would deſire you to tell me whether the firſt Maſter | 

has any juſt Reaſon to complain, in caſe the laſt re- io 

fals to return him his Servant again. The matter ſe 

being debated, they unanimouſly agreed that Cacciani- 

mico Who ſpoke excellencly well, ſhould anſwer for 

them. Caccianimico firſt began to praiſe the Cuſtom 

of the Perſians, and concluded, ſay ing that it was his opi- 

nion, that the firſt Maſter had no right at all to the 
Servant, having not only forſaken him in the time 

of this greateſt extremity, but alſo expoſed him in 

the open Street; and on the contrary, the laſt having 

acquired a juſt right to the Servant, by the good Offices 

he had performed, he did not the leaſt Injuſtice to 

the firſt, if he detained him, and entertained him in 
his own Service. The whole Company agreed with 

Caccianimico. The Knight was very much pleaſed 

with this anſwer, and the more, becanſe it was deli 

vered by Caccianimico himſelf, and declared that he 

was of the very ſame Sentiment. This queſtion be. 

ing decided, fays he, it will be requiſite that I keep my 
Promiſe, and now regale you after the Perſian manner. 

Then he orders two of his Servants to go to the 

Lady, who had Dreſſed her ſelf richly, and defire 

her that ſhe would be pleaſed to honour the Company 

with her Preſence. She raking her Child in her Arms, | 

comes into the Hall, attended by two Servants, and 

the Knight ſets her down at the upper End of the Table. 

There Gentlemen, ſays he, that js what 1 love above 

all the World beſides, and indeed I think I have made 

no very ill Choice; what is your Opinion? They v | 
nanimouſly commended his judgment, and began t0 
look very earneſtly upon her. There were a great ma. 
ny would have known her, if chey had not ſuppoſed 
her to be dead. Caccianimice viewed her more inten 
tively than any of the reſt ; and being extraordinary 
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ſolicitous to know who ſhe was, took an opportunity, 
when the Knight juſt ſtept out of the Room, to ask 
her whether ſhe was of Bologua or no. When ſhe was 


thus examined by her own Husband, ſhe could: ſcarce 
| forbear anſwering ; nevertheleſs to compleat what 
| he and the Knight had agreed upon,ſhe continued ſilent. 


Then comes another and asks her if the Child were 
hers, and another if ſhe were Gentils Wife or Relation, 
hut, they could not get one word out of her. When 
the Knight returned, ſays one of the Company, Sir, 
ths Lady indeed is a moſt admirable Beauty, but ſhe 


ſeems to be Dumb, is ſhe ſo in reality or not? 


Gentlemen, ſays Gentil, Her ſilence is no ſmall argu- 


ment of her Vertue. But pray, ſays he, tell us who 


ſhe is. I am very willing, ſays the Kinght, on Con- 
dition, that no Perſon ſtir ont of his place, till I have 
done ſpeaking. Then they all promiſed co fir ſtill; 
and he begins. This Lady, Gentlemen is the faith- 
ful Servant I ſpoke of. I took her out of the Street, 
where her Relations had expoſed her, as one they 
thought good for nothing. My Care and Compaſſion 


| has reſcued her from the Jaws of Death, and God has 


ſo bleſſed my Endeavours, that from a diſmal ghaſtly 


C Creature, ſhe is become thus Beautiful as you ſee her. 
| But that you may the better underſtand me, I will 


tell you in a few words how things ſtood. Then be- 
ginning from the very time that he firſt fell in Love 
with her, he gave a particular account of every Acci- 
dent, to the great aſtoniſhment of choſe that heard 
him; concluding, now Gentlemen, according to your 
opinion, nay Signior Caccianimico's own, I have a juſt 
Title to the Lady, and no body has any juſt pretence 
to demand her from me. They all kept filent, ex- 
ecting what would be the end of it, but the Lady, 
Caccianimico and their Relations wept extremely. Then 
Gents] roſe up, took the Child in his Arms, and the 
Mother by the Hand, and goes to Caccianimico, lay- 
ng, Sir, I do not preſent you here with your Wite, 


Which 
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which your Relations and hers threw out into the 
Streets; but I make you a Preſent of this Lady, and 
this Child, which is certainly yours, for whom I ſtood 


God. father, and gave him the name of Gentil. I con- 


jure you, not to love her leſs hereafter, becauſe ſhe 
has dwelt with me for about three Months; for I do 
ſolemnly proteſt, by the Love that I always had for 
her, and which (I may ſo ſay) was the occaſion of 


this her Reſurrection, that ſhe could not lead a more vir. 
tuous or chaſt Life, with her own Father, Mother, or | 
your own ſelf, than ſhe has done here with my Mother, | 
Then turning to the Lady, he ſays, Madam, from this 
time I diſcharge you, from the Promiſes you made me, 


to tarry here till my return from Mad ena, and deliver you 
up into the Hands of your Husband, and fo he ſat down 
in his place. Caccianimico received the Mother and Son 
with ſo. much the more joy, by how much the less he 
thought never to ſee any ſuch thing. He returned Genti 
all the Expreilions of Gratitude imaginable ; and not 
only all that were then preſent, but alſo all that ever 
heard of it, highly applauded this noble and generous 


Action. The Lady was welcomed home, with all 
poſſible Demonſtrations of Joy; and all Bologna for 2 


Jong time looktupon her as one miraculouſly recovered 
from the Grave, and Gentil was always loved and re- 
ſpeed by all Caccievimico's Relations, all well as her. 


NOVEI 


the | on 
nd WM —- 1 * 

od 

ons | NOVEL XCV. 

1 | Dianora a:ks Anſaldo to preſent ber with a Garden 
for in January, a freſh and fragrant at in May. Anſaldo, 

of by the aſſiſt ance of 4 Necromancer, performs it. Dia- 

Vit nora's Husband, upon this, gives ber leave to keep ber 
or Word with Anlaldo; but to equal bim in Generoſuy, 

jor WM be refuſes it, and the Necromancer having a mind to 

this Le generous alſo, would take nothing for his Performance. 

me 5 . FE 

70u "A Lchough Friule is a Cold Country, yet it is very 

Wo A pleaſant, by reaſon of a great many fruitful 
Son Wl Mountains, fine Rivers, and Springs that are in it. In 

he Wl its Capital City there dwelt a Lady very famous, both 


for her Birth and Beauty, whoſe Name was Dianora, 
and married to a very rich and worthy Gentleman, 


ver called Gilberto. This Ladies extraordinary Merit 
ous Wl made Anſaldo Grandenſe a Noble Lord, and a Per- 
all W fon very much Renowned for his Courage, Bravery, 
r 2 Wand Liberalicy, paſſionately enamoured with her. Al- 


though he gave her the greateſt Proofs of the Ardour 
re- Wl of his Affections, yet he did not receive the leaſt hopes 
ers. Wl of fucceeding, The Lady, being quite tired with his Im- 
WW portunices, and finding that Repulſes did but augment 
his deſires, and make him more ſolicitous and eager , 


thought to get rid of him, by asking a thing ot him, which 


ſhe thought was utterly impoſſible for him to perform. 
There was an old Woman, who uſed to come to her 
often with his Meſſages, wo being with her one day, 
EL be laid to her, Good Woman, you tell me that An- 
ſallo loves me dearer than his own Life, and offer 

| me noble Preſents from him, but I am not to be pre- 
raid upon by ſuch Methods, for I am reſolved never 

to love meerly out of Intereſt; but I ſhould give his 
Paſſion a kind Reception, and do aſſure him, I would 
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224 Boccace s Novels, 
which your Relations and hers threw out into the 
Streets; but I make you a Preſent of this Lady, and 
this Child, which is certainly yours, for whom I ſtood 
God father, and gave him the name of Gentil. I con- 
jure you, not to love her leſs hereafter, becauſe ſhe 
has dwelt with me for about three Months; for I do 
ſolemnly proteſt, by the Love that I always had for 


her, and which (I may ſo ſay) was the occaſion of 
this her Reſurrection, that ſhe could not lead a more vir. 


tuous or chaſt Life, with her own Father, Mother, or 
your own ſelf, than ſhe has done here with my Mother, 
Then turning to the Lady, he ſays, Madam, from this 


time I diſcharge you, from the Promiſes you made me, 


to tarry here till my return from Modena,and deliver you 
upinto the Hands of your Husband,and fo he ſat down 
in his place. Caccienimico received the Mother and Son 
with ſo much the more joy, by how much the leſs he 
thought never to ſee any ſuch thing. He returned Gent 
all the Expreilions of Gratitude imaginable ; and not 
only all that were then preſent, but alſo all that ever 
heard of it, highly applauded this noble and generous 
Action. The Lady was welcomed home, with all 
poſſible Demonſtrations of Joy; and all Bologna for 2 
Jong time lookt upon her as one miraculouſly recovered 


from the Grave, and Gentil was always loved and re- 


ſpected by all Caccienimico's Relations, all well as hen 
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| Dianora a:ks Anſaldo to preſent ber with a Garden 
in January, 4s freſh and fragrant as.in May. Anſaldo, 
by the aſſiſtance of @ Necromancer. performs it. Dia- 


nora's Husband, upon this, gives ber leave to keep ber 


Word with Anſaldo; but to equal bim in Generoſuty, 
| be refuſes it, and the Necromancer having a mind to 
be generous alſo, would take nothing for his Performance. 

though Friule is a Cold Country, yet it is very 

A pleaſant, by reaſon of a great many fruitful 

Mountains, fine Rivers, and Springs that are in it. In 
ts Capital City there dwelt a Lady very famous, both 
for her Birth and Beauty, whoſe Name was Dianora, 
and married to a very rich and worthy Gentleman, 
called Gilberto. This Ladies extraordinary Merit 
made Anſaldo Grandenſe a Noble Lord, and a Per- 
ſon very much Renowned for his Courage, Bravery, 
and Liberality, paſſionately enamoured with her. Al- 
though he gave her the greateſt Proofs of the Ardour 
of his Affections, yet he did not receive the leaſt hopes 
offucceeding. The Lady, being quite tired with his Im- 
portunites, and finding that Repulſes did but augment 
his defires, and make him more ſolicitous and eager , 
thought to get rid of him, by asking a ching of him,which 
ſhe thought was utterly impoſſible for him to perform. 
There was an old Woman, who uſed to come to her 
often with his Meſſages, w'.o being with her one day, 
ſhe ſaid to her, Good Woman, you tell me that An. 
ſaldo loves me dearer than his own Life, and offer 
me noble Preſents from him, but I am not to be pre- 
vail'd upon by ſuch Methods, for I am reſolved never 
to love meerly out of Intereſt 3 but I ſhould give his 
Paſſion a kind Reception, and do aſſure him, I would 
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226 Boccace's Novels, 
be intirely at his diſpoſal, if he did but convince me. 
that he loves me as much as you would make me be- 
lieve he does. For my Satisfaction herein, I deſire 

that he would cauſe a Garden to be made for me, with. 
out our City Walls in January next, that ſhall be ax 
freſh, fragrant, and flouriſhing, abounding with all 
ſorts of Fruits and Flowers, asf it were in May; but 
if he refuſes to do this, then tell him from me, that! 
will never ſee his Face again, or receive any Letter 
or Meſſage from him; and if ſtill he will continue to 
ſolicit me, I will tell my Husband and Relations af it, 
' who will find out ſome way or other to make him 
deſiſt. When Anſaldo received this Anſwer, he took 
it only for a pretence for her, the better to get rid of 
him. Although the thing ſeemed abſolutely impoſſible 
to him, yet he was reſolved to ſee what could be done, 
and ſent about into all Parts, to enquire for any Per- 
ſon that could adviſe and aſſiſt him in this matter. At 
laſt he litt upon a Necromancer, who for a great Sum 
of Money promiſed that he would perform it for him, 
Anſaldo did not fall out with him about the Price, but 
was very impatient till January came When it was 
come, it brought extreme cold Weather along with 

it, Froſt and Snow, and proved the moſt rigid part 
of all the Winter. The Necromancer goes to work, 
and by the power of his Art, in the Cbriſtmas. Holidays 
had raiſed fo ſweet and pleaſant a Garden, that all 

that ſaw it unanimoully declared, that they never ſaw 
any thing ſo fine in the very Spring itſelf, neither for 
the Greennels and Fragrancy of the Flowers, or for the 
Fruits, or any thing elſe, that contribute to render a 
Garden pleaſant and delightful. When Anſaldo aw 
all theſe extraordinary Rarities, his Tranſports were in- 
expreſſible. He gathers ſome of the moſt delicious of 
the Fruit, and ſome of the fineſt Flowers, and gets 
them convey'd privately to his Beautiful Miſtrelsi 
at the ſame time deſiring her to come and fee the 
Garden where they grew, which ſhe had commandy 
im 
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tin to get made for her, as a Demonſtration of the 


Reality and Sincerity of his Love and Paſſion; not 
forgetting to put her in mind of the Promiſe the had 


made him. The Lady, who before had heard ſtrange 


things ſaid concerning this Garden, when ſhe ſaw 
the Fruit and Flowers that he ſent. began ſeverely to 
repent of her over forward Promiſe ; yet ſtill her 
Curioſity led her to ſee this Garden; ſo taking ſome 
other Ladies along with her, ſhe goes. When: ſhe 
wit, ſhe could not forbear admiring and praiſing it, 
and went home again overwhelmed with Melancholy. 
Her trouble was too great, either to be concealed or 
diſſembled, ſo her Husband ſoon perceived it, and 
would know the occaſion. Shame and Fear kept her 
ſlent a long time, but at laſt being preſſed fo lon 

ill ſhe could make no more Excuſes, ſhe told him al 
from the beginning to the end. At firſt he began to be 
in a very great Paſſion, but Reaſon coming to his 
Aſſiſtance, and conſidering the good intentions of his 
Wife, he was appeaſed, and ſays, A Woman of Pru- 


| dence and Vertue ſhould never give the leaſt Incou- 


ragement to theſe ſort of Meſſages, much leſs to en- 
gage her Honour upon any Condition whatſoever. 
Words that enter in at the Ears have often more Pow- 
er over us than we think they would, and there 1s 
nothing ſo difficult, but is poſſible to be accompliſhed 
bya Lover; ſo you have done ill, not only to lend an 
Ear to his Inſinuations, but much worſe to lay 
your ſelf under any Obligations. I know the Sinceri- 
ty of your Heart very well, and upon that account I 
which no other body in the World beſides my ſelf 


| Would do) permit you to keep your Word, becauſe I 


am extremely afraid of the Necromancer; if we ſhould 
Uſoblige him, he may revenge himſelf very ſevere- 
ly upon us. I would therefore have you go to Signior 
Anſaldo, and do all you can to perſwade him to diſs 


engage you from your Promiſe, without any Stain to 


your Vertue or my Honour; but if you cannot pre” 
: 2 | yall, 
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1 vail, let him enjoy your Body for this once, but not Ml fr 
in your Will and Inclination. The poor Lady hearing Ser 
Wi: him talk at this rate, wept bitterly ; and proteſted to him, Sir, 
1 that ſhe did not defire any ſuch compliance from him. Wl Ic: 
=; He told her poſitively, that he would have her do as he ger 
ji ſaid. So the next Morning ſhe took two Men. Servants N ex 
* and a Maid along with her, and goes to Avſaldo, MW Ha 
1 He was very much ſurpriz ad, when he was told that Dia Th. 
3 nora was come to ſee him, and ſaid to the Necromancer, W Hu: 
1 See what Miracles your Art has done for me! then N nob 
1 went to receive the Lady. He led her into a fair Cham. Wl a fit 
"NY ber, where there was a very good Fire; and after they ¶ con 
= were fat down, Madam, ſays Anſaldo, by the Lore Nee 
. that I have born you for a long time, I humbly beg, MW he 
0 that you would not take it ill, if I ask you the true MW Hus 
= Reaſon, why I had the Henour of this viſit from you ved 
1 to day, in this Company. Sir, ſays ſhe bluſhing, and 
1 the Tears ſtanding in her Eyes, it was neither the 
3 Love that I have for you, nor the Promiſe that J 
Wh made you, that brought me hither, but only che Com- 
3 mands of my Husband, who having a greater regard 
3 to the Fatigues your vicious Love has given you, than 
* to his own or my Honour, has ordered me to come 
3 and ſee you. Here, therefore, for this once I muſt 
4.8 be at your Devois. If A»/al/do was ſurprized at the 
1 beginning of this diſcourſe, the concluſion quite 
1 aſtoniſned him. Being very much moved with what 
. the Lady ſaid, but much more with the Juſtice of her 
| | Husband, his Paſſion turned into ' Compaſſion. If 
% matters ſtand thus (ſays he) God forbid that 1 ſhould 
8 offer the leaſt Injury to a Man that has had ſuch generous 
| Pity for me! For your part, Madam, I ſhould take it 
1 as a very great Favour, if you would pleaſe to conde- 
RF ſcend to ſtay here ſome time with me; and | do aſſuie 
if you as I am a. Man of Honour, I will treat you no 
4 otherwiſe, than if you were my own Siſter. All that 
% I defire of fjyou is, that you'll pleaſe. to return my 
"i hearty Thanks to your Husband, and aſſure him that 
* | | for 
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Gr the future, I will ever be his faithful Friend and 
Servant. Then ſays the Lady in an extaſie of Joy, 
dir, when J refle& upon your Honour and Generoſity, 
| cannot believe that you are capable of doing an Un- 
gentleman- like Action, and I proteſt, chat I never 
expected to receive worſe Treatment than this at your 
Hands; you have laid eternal Obligations upon me. 
Then ſhe took her leave, and went home to give her 
Husband an account of their happy Succeſs. This 
noble Action of Anſaldo, made him always after have 
a ſingular Veneration and Eſteem for him, and they 
contracted a moſt intimate Freindihip. When the 
Necromancer Came to be paid what he had agreed for, 
he was ſo charmed with what had paſſed between the 
Husband and Anſaldo, and the Lady, that he reſol- 
red alſo to bear a part in this Story of Generoſity, and 
would not accept of any thing. Anſaldo did all he 
could, to per ſwade him to take all, at leaſt half, but he 
could not by any means be prevailed upon. So the 
Necromancer deſtroy'd his Garden, and went home 
again. 3 = 
There was never a greater inſtance of Generoſity 
than this. Anſaldo was moſt paſſionately in Love, 
and 1n the very height of his Paſſion, when his hopes 
mere the greateſt, he freely relinquiſhed all, out of 
reſpe& to the Greatneſs of the Soul of that Lady, who 
had coſt him ſo many Sighs, and occaſioned him ſo 
much diſquiet and uneaſineſs; and who at that very 
time was in his power, and whom he had right to dil- 


pole of at his pleaſure, 
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_ NOVEL xc. 
King Charles, Surnamed the Viftorious , being very much 


in years, fell in Love with @ young Girl; but at lat 
' being aſhamed of his Folly, matched both her and by | 


Siſter very bonourably, 


E ons knows, that after the gloriovs Exploits 


of King Charles the Old, or the Firſt, eſpecially 
after the Signal Victory he obtained over King Man- 
fredi ; the Gibellines were driven out of Florence, and the 
Gughphs re-cſtabliſhed. The misfortunes of theſe times 
forced a Gentleman, whoſe Name was Neri, of the 
Family of the Uberti, to leave Florence, who went 
away, Carrying a great deal of Wealth with him, re- 


ſolving not to ſubmit himſelf under the government 


of the King. 1 8 WEEN 
Reſolving to end his Days in Eaſe and Retirement, 


he and his whole Family went to Caſtello da Mare, 
bought fome Lands, and built a very pretty conveni- 


ent Houſe. He planted a very pleafant and well- 
' contrived Garden, in the middle whereof, he made 
a very large Fiſh-Pond, and ſtockt it very well. His 
whole delight was to improve and cultivate his Garden, 


which in a little time he made very curious and de- 


lightful ; and King Charles being one day diverting 
himſelf at Cafello da Mare, he heard great Commen- 
dations of Neri's Garden, and was very deſirous to ſee 
it. Neri being of the oppoſite Party to the King, he 
thought it adviſable to go privately, and with a very 
{mall Retinue; ſo ſent him word, that he and four 
more, would come and ſup with him, next Evening 
in his Garden. Neri received his Meſſage with abun- 
dance of Joy, orders a very magnificent and ſplendid En- 
tertainment, and treated the King in bis neat Garden, 
4 4 
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z; well as poſſibly he could. The King having ſeen the 
Houſe and Garden; was extremely well pleaſed with both, 
he was conducted to the Fiſh-Pond, where Tables were 
ſzr, the King ſat down, and commanded Count Guido 
{i Momforte, who came along with him, to fit on his 
Right, and Neri on his Left, and had the other three 
o wait at Table, as Neri had ordered. Every thing 


vas managed with great order and regularity, the Pro- 


rifion was very delicate, and the Wine excellent, and 
al performed very decently, without the leaſt Hurry or 
Noiſe, which extremely pleaſed the King. In the 
height of the Entertainment, two Ladies, not above 
Fifteen years old each, came into the Garden, Their 
Beauty was ſo charming, and their Mien and Deport- 
ment ſo agreeable and pleaſing, that they ſeemed ra- 
ther to be Angels than Mortals. Their Hair was of 
2 curious bright Flaxen colour, and dreſſed after the 
moſt exact and nice manner, with Garlands of curious 
flowers on their Heads. Their Cloths were made of fine 
innen, as white as the very Snow, which were very 
cloſe and ſtrait, from the Waſt upwards, but very full and 
large downwards, and reached down to their Feet. The 
firſt had a couple of Fiſning Nets upon her Shoulder, which 
the held with her Left - hand, carrying a long Staff in 
her Right. The other had a Frying-Pan upon her left 
dnoulder, and a ſmall Faggot under her Arm, and a Trevit 
in her Hand; in her Right- hand à Pot of Oyl and a 
{mall Torch lighted. The King could not ſee two ſuch 
young tender Beautiful Creatures, without being ex- 
tremely moved, yet he ſaid never a word, but wait- 
ed with impatience, expecting what they came about. 
When they came before the King, they very modeſtly 
made their humble Obeiſance to him, and going to the 
ide of the Fiſh-Pond, ſhe that carried the Frying: Pan, 
threw it and the other things ſhe had on the ground, 
taking the Staff which t other carried. They both go in- 
to the Water up to their very Breaſts. One of Neri's 
Servants preſently lights a Fire, puts the Frying Pan 
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upon the Trevit and Oyl into the Frying- Pan, wait: 
Ing till the young Ladies threw out Fiſh. They knew 
very well where to place the Nets, and then beating 
with the Staff, they ſoon caught Fiſh enough. All this 
while the King lookt upon them very earneſtly, with a 
great deal of pleaſure and ſatisfaction. When they had 
thrown ſome to the Servants, who put them into the 
Pan alive, they threw other very large ones to Count 
Guido, and their Father. Theſe Fiſh skipping upon the 
Table, afforded the King ſome diverſion, who in Plex 
ſantry threw them back again to theſe fair Fiſhers, 
During this ſpore, the Cook fried ſome, which were 
immediately (et before the King; more for Rarity and 
Curioſity ſake, than any great Dainty, or that there waz 
anv occation for them. When they had done fiſhing, 
and came out, their Cloths being wet, clung ſo cloſe 
to their Bodies, that you might diſcern their exact 
Shapes and Proportions, as well as if they had been 
naked. They took up thoſe things they brought with 
them before, and went back again juſt as they came: 
The King, the Count, and thoſe that attended, hav- 
ing obſerved theſe young Maidens very attentively, 
they were both very much taken with their Beauty and 


Deportment, But the King himſelf was ſo charmed, | 


that he was tranſported with Raptures, when he ſaw 
them come out of the Water, Their Beauty made 
ſuch a ſtrong impreſſion upon his mind, he found ſuch 
Paſſionate Motions of Love,he was not able to ſupprels, 
before he knew who they were. Both of them were 
fo equally pleaſing to him, that he could not tell which 
to determine for. After he had conſidered for ſome time, 
he askt Neri who they were. They are my Daughters, 


fays he, and both of the ſame Age. The Name of 
one, is Genevra the Fair, and the other Jotta the Yel- 


Jow. The King began to commend them both-very 
much, and adviſed Neri to marry them; but he excuſed 
it, ſaying he was not able to give them any conſiderable 
Forinne. There being nothing more to be ſerved = 


w Gs 


9 


wv 0 0 IP 7 ˙ 0 OOTY” 


NOYEL XVI. 233 


wt the Fruit; they both came in again, in plain Taffaty⸗ 
Cowns, with two great Silver Baſons in their Hands, 
ill of all ſorts of Fruit that the Seaſon afforded, which 
they ſet down before the King. Then they retired 
back a little and ſung a Song, which begins thus, 


Ld on io ſon giunto Amore, 
Non ſi potria cantare Lung amente, Oc. 


They ſang ſo ſweetly and harmoniouſly, that the 


King was almoſt raviſhed, and thought that all the 


Celeſtial Intelligences had joined together, to com- 


poſe this Conſort. When the Song was ended, on 


their Knees they defired the Kings leave to be gone, 
who readily granted it, although he could heartily have 
wiſhed, that they would have tarried a great deal 
longer. When Supper was over, the King took Horſe, 
and he and his Company went home, but notwith- 
ſtanding all his great Affairs of State, he could not for- 
get the Fair Gene vra, and viſited the Father very of- 
ten, only to have an opportunity to ſee the Daughter. 
He endeavoured all he poſſibly could to conceal his 
Paffion ; but at laſt it grew to that height, that he 
could not hide it, although he endured a great deal of 
miſery for ſome time together,and could not think of any 
better expedient, than to ſteal away both the Siſters. 
He communicated both his Love and his Deſign to 
the Count; who, being a very Wiſe and Prudent Man, 
ſaid, Sir, I am extremely ſurprized at what you tell 
me, and the. more becaule I have known you longer, 
and conſequently better than any Man. TI have attend- 
ed your Perſon from your very Infancy ; and durin 

all your Youth, in which time Love is always mo 


Predominate, I never perceived you the leaſt Inclina- 


ble to give way to that Paſſion. It ſeems to me a 
Miracle, that your Majeſty being now very much 
in years, ſhould begin to be Amorous. If I were per- 
mitted to adviſe you, I ſhould taks the freedom to tell 

| you, 
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you, that you are not yet firmly ſettled on the Throne 
you have conquered. You muſt not put your Armor 
off yet. You have the Government of a rebellious 
and perfidious People, which muſt involve you in Care ff 
and incite you to Circumſpection. You have but juſt 
got a littletime to take Breath, and preſenty you liften 
to the idle flattering Inſinuations of Love. Great Sir, par- 
don my boldneſs, if out of that due reſpect I bear, 
and in grateful acknowledgment of the great Ho- 
nour you have done me, in repoſing ſo much Truſt and] 
Confidence in me, I tell you, that in this you do not 
act like a Great and Magnanimous King, but like 2 
young Man corrupted by Eaſe and Luxury. Beſides 
you talk of ſtealing Neris Daughters, when he lately 
received and enteriained you ſo nobly, to his great 
Charge, and beyond his Ability; and to do your Ma. 
zeſty all imaginable Honour, and demonſtrate his 
great opinion of your goodneſs and juſtice, ſhewed you 
his Daughters almoſt naked, intimating thereby, that 
you were a noble and brave Prince, and not a raven- 
dus Wolf. Have you forgot, that theſe fort of Practi- 
ces ruin'd King Manfredi, and gave you a fair opportu- 
mty to mount this Throne? You may perhaps think 
that I talk more than becomes me, but I had much 
rather venture the ruining of my Fortune, than be 
falfe or negligent in my Duty to my Maſter, Al- 
though I ſhould incur your diſplea ſure for ever, I car 
not forbear to tell you, that fuch an Action as this, 
which is fo manifeſt a Violation of comman- Faith, 
deſerves eternal puniſhment. You have all the reaſon 
im the World to have a reſpe& for Neri, and inſtead 
chereof, you will take away his Honour, Hopes and 
Comfort. What will che World fay of you, if you do 
_ ſuch things as theſe? Do you think it will be ſuffici- 
ent excuſe for you, to ſay he was a Gibelline ? He has 
put himſelf under your Protection, and lives peace- 
ably under your -Goverament, and upon that account 
your Majeſty ought not to uſe lym ill. You — 
8 | | quire 
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quired a great deal of Glory and Honour, by Conquer- 
ng Manfredi, but it will be yet much more glori- 
ais for you to conquer your ſelf. Kings ought to give Ex- 
mples of Vertue to their Subjects, then conſequently 
they ought to practiſe it firſt themſelves. What will 
l thoſe Heroic Exploits, which have gained you ſo 
nuch Reputation in the World ſignifie, when you have 
allied them by a baſe and perfidious Action? This 
Wiſe and Judicious Diſcourſe toucht the King very 
E prcibly, and he was the more ſenſibly affected, be- 
cauſe he found it both very juſt and true. It is infi- 
ditely more eaſie, ſays the King ſighing, to conquer 
others than to ogfercome our ſelves ; but let the diffi 
culcy be as great as it will, your words, Count, have in- 
ſired me with ſo much Emulation, that Experience 
hall convice you, that I am as able to conquer my ſelf 
others. Some few days after, the King went to Na. 
pes, as well to avoid an occaſion of committing this 
baſe outrage, as alſo to reward Neri for his Generoſity, 
and married the two young Maidens not like Ners's 
Daughters, but as if they had been his own; though 
it went very hard with him, to put another in Poſſefli- 
on of that only Treaſure, which he himſelf ſo much 
deſired. He gave them very great Fortunes, marry- 
ing Gene vra the Fair to Meſſer Maffeo da Palixxi, and 
lots the Yellow to Guglielmo della Magna, both of 
them Perſons of great Eſtates and Honour. After this 
he was very melancholy, and went into Apulia ; but in 
a little time Reaſon got the Maſtery of Paſſion, and he 
had ſo much Government over himſelf, that he was 
ſoon cured of Love, beyond all fear of relapſing. 
Some perhaps may ſay, that it was no ſach great mat; 
ter for a King to give Portions, and marry two young 
Maidens. But in my opinion it was a very difficult 
thing, for a King ſo much Enamoured as he was, to 
beſtow the fair one that charmed him, in Marriage to 
another, without gathering either Flower, Leaf, or 


Fruit of his Love. 
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Pietro, King of Arragon, underſtanding that Liſa war 


in Love with bim, went to ſee ber during ber Illneſs, and 
comforted ber. Afier (he recovered, he married ber to 

a young Gentleman, kiſſed her Forehead, and ever after 

called himſelf ber Knight. 


KT that time when the French were expelled Sicih, 
Bernardo, an Apothecary bort Florence, dwelt 
at Palermo, He was very rich, and had only one 
Daughter, and ſhe was very handſom and genteel, and 
zuſt Marriageable. Pietro of Arragon, being King of 
Sicily, was often treating his Nobles, Officers, and a 
great many of the Gentry, and entertaining them with 
Turnaments. One day, when there was theſe forts of 
Diverſions at Catalana, this Liſa being at a Window 
with other young Women, ſaw the King run at the 
Tilt, and immediately fell in Love with him. Her 
Paſſion in a little time grew ſo great, that the more 
ſhe endeavoured to Stifle and Extinguiſh it, the more 
violent it was. She had always the Meanneſs of her 
Condition before her Eyes, the Idea whereof was ſo 
far from curing her, that it very much added to her 
Affliction, and left her only the vain imaginary Glory, 
of loving a great Monarch, with the leaſt probability 
of ſuccels. The King not knowing any thing of her 
Amours, could not make any Returns, and ſo ſhe being 
overwhelm'd with unſupportable Melancholy and Sor. 
row, which ſhe durſt. communicate to no body, waſted 


away every day like Snow before the Sun; and act laſt 
fell into ſuch a languiſhing Condition, that they def- 


paired of her Life. Her Father and Mother were ex- 
tremely troubled to fee her pine away fo, and did aft 


they could to comfort her; ſparing neither for Phyli- 
* | cians 
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gans or Phyſick, but all ſignified nothing; for the 
ling into the utmoſt deſpair, was reſolved not to live. 
One day, when her Father asked her if ſhe would 
hve any thing, and offered her whatſoever ſhe could 
wiſh or deſire; it came into her Head to make the 
King acquainted with her Paſſion before ſhe died, if 
t were poſſible. To this intent ſhe deſired her Father, 
% that Minuccio D' Arezzo might come to her, who was 
eſteemed the moſt excellent Muſician at that time, 
and in great eſteem with the King. Her Father think. 
ing that ſhe deſired him to divert her with his Muſick, 


ly, rreſenely went and brought him. After he had enter- 
|: MW ined her with ſome gallant Diſcourſe, he play'd ſe- 
ne eral very fine Tunes upon his Inſtrument, and fang 


ad ber ſome pleaſanc diverting Songs; all which ſerved 
of only. to augment her Grief, Then ſhe deſired all pre- 
ſent to withdraw, ſaying ſhe had ſomething in pri- 
th MW rate to declare to Minuccio. When they were gone, ſhe 
of WY told him that ſhe had made choice of him before any 
w other, to diſcover a Secret of the laſt importance to. 
e Fr, ſays ſhe, I muſt needs requeſt two Favours from you. 
Firſt, that you will never diſcover it, but only to the 
e berſon it immediately concerns. Secondly, that you will 
e ſerve me to the utmoſt of your Power. Then, Sir, give 
me leave to tell you, that the very day that I ſaw the 
King at the Turnaments, I fell deſperately in Love 
with him, and that has reduced me to this. nuſerable 
Condition, in which you ſee me. I know very well 
the vaſt diſproportion between ſuch a great Monarch 
a he is, and my felt, which made me endeavour ail 
I could to: deſtroy my Love in its Infancy ; but nat 
being able to affect it, I have made choice of Death, 
as the only remedy that can cure my Diſtemper. The 
truth is, 1 cannot die contentedly without I find ſome 
way or other to diſcover my Paſſion to him, and I 
know that you have better Opportunities of doing it 
than any other Perſon, and as lam a dying Woman, 
let me entreat you, not to refuſe to do me this Fayour ; 

Dy | and 
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and when you have done it, that you will inform me. 
that I may die ſatisfied, and be delivered out of the 
miſerable Condition in- which I now am. A Flood 
of Tears followed this diſcourſe, which prevented 
her ſaying any more. Minuccio admired the Greatneſz 
of her Soul, and being extremely affected with her 
Tears and Deſpair, promiſed her very folemnly, faith. 
fully to keep her Secrets, and do all that lay in his 
Power furtherto ſerve her, ſaying he would go pre. 
ſently about it, aſſuring her that in leſs than three days 
he would bring her very good News. Minuccio took 
His leave of her, and went to Mico da Siena, the beſt 
— in all thoſe Parts, who made him the following 


N 


THE SONG 


'< Go, gentle Cupid, tell my Lord 
What Torments I endure : 
Pray bim ſome Pity to afford, 
There 7s no other Cure. | 
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Tbas with my lift up Hands I thee invoke, 

Unto my Sovereign with (peed impart, 
With what a deſperate and diſmal Stroke, 
Ty Cruel Darts have wounded my poor Heart; 
My-fole Ambition 2 for bim to die; 
To live with bim, for me would be too big b. 


2. 


When my unbappy Eyes at firſt did view 
That glorious fight that ſcorebt my tender Breaff ; 
Their Eager Sparklings openly did ſhew, | 
Mbat anxions Tbong bt my Lovesfick Soul oppreſt ; * 


561 


tut when ambitious Inſects chance to f, wor 
ales will ſcorn them, mounted in the Sky, 


* 


3. 


Still tell bim, that the Day wherein be won 
deb Honours, and bu Triumph was ſo great, 
Was the ſad time wherem I was undone; 
My bold Aſpiring met with a juſt Fate; 
lun attends thoſe that would be too great. 


Minuccio went preſently, and ſet it 1n a grave and 
mlancholy Air, as the Subject required. About three 
lays after, being in the Preſence when the King was 
x Dinner, he bid him play and ſing him a Song. 
He was glad of this fair opportunity, and ſung this 
rery Song, which he performed fo excellently well, 
that he charmed all that were there, but the King 
more eſpecially. After he had done, his Majeſty askt 
him how it came to paſs, that he had never heard 
that Song before. Sir, ſays Minuccis, it is not three 
days fince the Words were made and ſet. Upon 
what occaſion were they made ſays, the King ? I dare 
not tell any but your Majeſty, fays Minuccio. This 
made the King more defirous to know, and after 
Dinner he took him into his Cloſet, where he gave 
him a full account of the Lady's Paſſion for him, and 
to what a Condition it had reduced her. The King 
expreſſed abundance of ſatisfaction, and commended 
her bravery very much. So much Greatneis of Soul, 
lays he, mer its Pity, Go preſently from me, and tell her 
that chis Evening after Veſpers, Iwill come and ſee 
her. Minuccio being very glad at the ſucceſs of his 
Negotiation, made all the Haſt he could to carry her 
tus welcome News, and finding her alone, enter- 
tained her with chis Song. The Lady was fo extreme- 
ly pleaſed, that from chat very moment, there ap- 
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led che Extremity of Paſſion. Sir, ſays ſhe, this Diſtem 
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peared viſible ſigns of her Recovery. She was very Wi" 
impatient till the appointed time came, but it was nor tte. 
long, for the King was a Prince of a very generoy bea 
Temper. After he had conſidered of what Minuccio had MMI) 
told him, and withal remembring that he had ſeen M19" 
Liſa, and that he thought her to be a very beautiful. I p. 
Creature, it augmented his Compaſlion, and preſents MY 
ly after Veſpers, he gets a Horſe-back, pretending to une 


ride out to take the Air, goes by the Apothecary {Ws 


houſe, and ſent him word that he had a great mind to {Mts 
ſee his Garden. When the King was in the Garden, Ide. 
he askt the Apothecary a great many queſtions, and if 
amongſt others where his Daughter was, and whether 
ſhe was married yet or not. Ah! my Liege, ſays the 
Apothecary, ſhe 15 not married, and I am afraid ne- 
ver will be, for I believe God will ſpeedily take her 
from me. She has lain a long while at Deaths- Door, 
and it is but ſome few hours, ſince there appeared any 
{mall figns of Recovery in her. The King preſently 
underſtood the reaſon of her amendment, and' told 
her Father that the World would have a great Loſs, 
to be deprived of fo accompliſhed a Perſon, and faid 
he had a great mind to ſee her. Then her Father 
conducted the King, and the two Gentlemen with him, 
into her Chamber, who was pleaſed beyond expreſſion 
at the ſight of him. The King took her by the Hand, 
and ſaid, What's the matter, fair Lady? You ate 
young and ought to encourage others to Reſolution 
and Conſtancy, and do you ſuffer your felt to be over. 
come at this rate? I am came to deſire you to hare 
a good Heart, and, if you have any reſpect for me 
your Prince, to be couragious, that you may recover 

our health again. Although at firſt Modeſty made 
bo bluſh, when ſhe felt her Hand in that of the Kings, uU 
whom ſhe loved beyond her own life, the was in ſuch Pati 
a Rapture of Joy, that if her Reply did not ſavour of Nets 
ſo much juſtneſs as might be expected, yet it expreb nom 


looke 


pe 
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er came upon me for want of conſulting my own 
ſrength and ability, and attempting that which was too 
great for me ever to accompliſh ; but in regard your 
Majeſty thinks me worthy of your Royal Care and Pity, 
[queſtion not but ſpeedily to recover. The King plain- 


perceived her meaning, and ever afterwards had a 
Jer great eſteem for her, and blamed malicious For- 


une for placing a Perſon of ſo great a Soul, in fo 
nean a Station. Every body praiſed the Kings tender- 
neſs and condeſcenſion, which was a great honour to 
he Apothecary and his Daughter. She recovered in a 


Wrery little time, and grew more Beautiful than ever. The 


King entertained the Queen with the account of this 
young Virgins Paſſion, and deſired her advice what 
vas convenient to be done for her; and when ſhe was 
perfectly well again, he took the moſt eminent Per- 
ons at his Court, and went to the Apothecary's: Pre- 
ently after came the Queen with a great many Ladies 
of the beſt Quality, who admitted Liſa into their 
Company. After they had ſpent ſome time in Diver- 
hon, the King and Queen called L/ to them, and 
he King ſays to her, I am very well pleaſed with the 
Love that you have for me, and your Conduct is fo 


iſcreet and brave, that it deſerves a ſutable Recom- 


xnce. You are now at a fit age to be married, and 
[will take care to provide you a Husband, but withal 


Wl muſt deſire you to accept of him I propoſe to you. 


| am reſolved always to bear the Character of your 
Knight, requeſting only the favour of one kiſs for it. 
lam very ſure, ſays Liſe, that if the World did think 


dat I was ſo vain to be in love with your Majeſty, 


they would eſteem me the moſt wild, extravagant 
oman in Nature, and conelude that I forget who I was 
ty ſelf, and am ignorant of your Majeſty's Royal 
dation and Dignity. But God who knows the Se- 


Icrets of all Hearts is my Witneſs, that at the very 


moment when you appeared ſo charming in my Eyes, I 
bolt upon you as a great Monarchang my ſelf only as a 
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xoor Apethecary's Daughter, I have often blamed my 


ſeit for having ſuch aſpiring and ambitious thoughts, | 


Bit I believe, Royal Sir, that you your felf are ſenſible 
that in affairs of Love, moft follow imagination and 
fancy, and not the Diftates of right and ſolid Reaſon, 
I ſtrove all T could to oppoſe this extravagant Fancy of 
mine; but it got the Maſter over me, and fo I did love 
'ou, and do love yon now beyond my own Life 
Vhen I found that I could not forbear Loving, I te- 
folvedto be entirely devoted to your will and pleaſure; fo 
with all humble and due reſpect I am ready, not only to 
receive a Husband from your Majeſty's hands; but if 
you would pleaſe to command me to caſt my ſelf 
down from a Precipice, or if any thing elſe that! 
could either do or ſuffer, would in the leaſt oblige 
you, I ſhould be ready to perform it with all the Joy 


and Alacrity in the VVorld. To have my Sovereign 


for my Knight (you know Sir) is an honour that's 
fir beyond any thing I dare pretend to; and as for the 
Kiſs, let me beg of you not to do any ſuch thing, with. 


out her Majeſty's permiffion. I am ſo infinitely obliged 
to both your Majeſties for thoſe extraordinary Favours 


you have heaped upon me, that my whole Life will 


not be lufficient to pay you my humble Acknowledg 


ment. My earneſt Prayers are, that God would bleſs 
you with all Proſperity and Honour, equal to your 
great Merit. The Queen was almoſt aſtoniſhed at 
the greatneſs of her Anſwer, and was of opinion 
that the King had ſpoke too ſparingly, in praiſe of het 
VViſdom and Diſcretion. The King called her Fa- 
ther and Mother to him, who voluntarily ſubmitted 
themſelvesto his Majeſty's pleaſure. Then ke calls Pe- 
dicano a fine young Gentleman, tho of a mean Eſtate 
and makes him eipouſe Liſa. Both the King aid 


the Queen gave very magnificent Preſents to the new- 
married Couple, beſides the government of cwo'Coutf 
tries that brought in very conſiderable Revenues. Then 
ſays the King, Perdicans we give you theſe two Tei 
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orſes as a Dowry with your Wife, and you ſhall ſes 
what we will do further fof you, if you prove loving 
ind kind to her. As for you, Madam, ſays he to 
Lia, it is now high time that you give me all that I 
ehre of you; ſo taking her Head in his Hands, he 
kiſes her Forehead. The Wedding was celebrated 
with mutual joy and ſatisfaction. The King kept his 
Promiſe to the Lady, always bore the Name of her 
Knight, and never performed any acts of Chivalry, 
hut he wore the Device ſhe ſent him. By ſuch actions 
5 theſe, Princes gain the hearts of their Subjects, are 
2 Pattern of Vertue, and acquire immortal Fame 
and Honour, It were to be wiſhed that Princes of 
ch Noble and Illuſtrious Characters, were more 
common; and that Cruelty, Oppreſſion and Tyranny 
were more rare to be found. + 
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Fophronia, who thought ſhe was the Wife of Gi n j 


was really married to Titus Quintus Fulvius, who cerried 
ber to Rome along with bim. Some time after Giſippus 
came thither being reduced to very great meceſſity, and 
belie ving that Titus had forgot bim, he confeſſed him- 
ſelf guilty of a Murder, that he might not ſurvive in 
Miſery. After he was condemned Titus knew bim, 
and acquitted him by accufing himſelf. The Murderer 
being ſurprized at this generous Friendſhip, confeſſed the 
whole matter himſelf. Cæſar was extremely pleaſed 
with theſe noble Actions, and pardoned the Criminal, 
out of reſpect to the Innocent. | 


EY N the time of OZaviz Ceſar, before he had the 
1 Title of Auguſtus, but governed the Empire under 


that of Decemvir, Publins Quintus Fulvins, a noble 
Citizen of Rome, had a Son called Tus Quintus Ful- 
| & Vits 
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Viss, Who was a very hopeful and promiſing young 
Gentleman. His Father ſent him to Athens, to Study 
Philoſophy, and gave him Letters of Recommendati. 
on to an Antient Friend and Acquaintance of his, 
whoſe Name was Chremes; who took him into his 
ow: Houſe, and put him to be Educated under Arifip. 
pus the Philoſopher, with his own Son, who was much 
about the ſame Age. There happened to be ſuch 
an agreeableneſs of Temper and Inclination, be. 
tween theſe two young Gentlemen, that by a ſort of Sym- 
pathy they contracted ſuch an intimate Friendſhip, 
that nothing but Death was able to diſſolve. 
They were never pleaſed but when they were togs. 
ther, and it ſeemed almoſt impoſſible for them to live 
aſunder. They being both Perſons of rare Genius, 
made ſuch great Proficiency in the Study of Philoſo- 
phy, that they were admired by all that had any Deli- 
cacy of taſt, and were true lovers of Learning. Old 
Chremes was ſo extremely pleaſed to ſee this intire A- 
mity, that he made no difference between them, but 
loved them both with an equal tenderneſs. For three 
years together they lived in this mutual ſolace and con- 
tent ; but no Sublunary happineſs being durable, and 
Men would forget the End for which they were born, 
1 God through his infinite Wiſdom, did not mix their 
Proſperity with ſome Advetſity; ſo Chremes in a good | 
old Ape, changes this Life for a better. The Son 
and his Friend were both extremely afflicted, and it was 
impoflible to ſay which of them had moſt occaſion tor 
Conſolation. Some time after Giſppus his Relations 
(for that was Chremes's Sons name) came to ſee him, 
and in his Friends: Preſence adviſed him to marry; iſ 
They propoſed a young Lady of Athens to him, whole 
Name was Sophronia, ſhe had both Wit and Beauty, 
and was deſcended from a very good Family, and much 
about Fifteen years old. Giſippas liked the offer very 
well, and juſt as the Marriage was upon Concluſion, 


he deſired his Friend to go with him to ſee his Miſtreh, 
for 


/ 
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14 ſor he had not ſeen her yet. Titus, upon convert ſing 
with her, found in her ſuch a delicacy of Soul, and 


F ay that ſhe was fo perfect a Beauty; and in ſhor' an 
1 WI voiverſal Combination of all Perfections, that his Paſſi- 
is Wl on for her grew ſo violent, that it exceeded all Thought 
p. Wy or Expreſſion. Whenever he was alone he could not 


do any thing but think of her, and the more he 
thought of her, the more it augmented his Paſſion. 
He conſidered with himſelf what a horrid piece of 
lngratitude it was for him te be Rival co ſuch a dear 
Fiend, whom he loved as well as his own Soul, and en- 
dexvoured all he could to Rifle his exorbitant Flame. 
What a vile Wretch am I grown, ſays he? What is be- 
come of my reaſon? Am not I infinitely obliged -to 
Cbremes's family, and is not Giſiopas my dear boſom 
Friend ? Will my honour ſuffer me to deal baſely with 
him? and onght not to have the ſame reſpect for So- 
phronis, as if (he were my own Siſter ? Sure I ought to 
ſhake off this blind Paſſion which leads me thus out of 
the way, and this falſe hope which ſo much deludes me. 
Have I not reaſon enough to moderate theſe extrava- 0 
rant deſires, and divert my thoughts another way? I + 
ought to deſtroy this Paſſion in its Birth, and then I i 
hall obtain a glorious Victory. My deſires are neither 
honourable nor reaſonable. Beſides the ſucceſs is not 
Certain; but if it were, I ought not to ſacrifice this 
fooliſh Love to my Duty and Friendſhip. This was 
wha: Reaſon required of him, and if he could have 
quite forgot Sopbronia, he might have continued firm in 
this Reſolution ; but as often as he thought of her ſhe 
kemed ſo charming and amiable, that his Soul was full 
Jof quite contrary Reflections, and flies out into Rap- 
tures The Laws of Love, ſays he, are too powerful 
to ſuffer the leaſt controul; they not only tranſcend all 
humane, but even the Divine Laws themſelves. Have 
not we often ſeen Fathers in Love with their own 
Daughters; Brothers with their own Siſters; Mothers- 
in Law with their Sons-in-Law? By how much more 

| R 3 then 
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246 Boccace's Novels; 
then is it excuſable for a Friend to love his Friends Mi. © 
ſtreſs 2 I am young alſo, and Youth hath an ina MI I. 
putable Title to Love, and ought to be guided by its M 4? 
Dictates, and leave old Folks to be governed by theſe the 
rigid Maxims. Sopbronia is loved and admired by all J 
that ſee her, and how ſtupid and inſenſible ſhould 1be MW ©! 
if I ſhould not be warmed by the Rays of her Beauty. Fr 
I do not love her becauſe ſhe is Gifipprs's Miſtreſs ; | {ot 
ſhould love her, if ſhe were anothers. It is only the M on 
fault of Fortune that has beſtowed the Object of my the 
Affection, on my Friend rather than another. In re- ®) 
gard her Beauty peremptorily demands Love and Re. 
ipe&, Gifppm ought to be glad that it is me, rather | I 


than any other, that pay her this Tribute. At another pla 
time Reaſon gets the aſcendency, and Love ſeems to 5 
be quite vanquiſned: thus Love and Reaſon ſtriving for : 4 


Maſtery, . he ſpent not only the following night in 
Doubts and Anxieties, but many more. He could be. 
neither eat nor (leep, and at laſt grew fo weak, and b 
fell into ſuch a languiſhing condition, that he was forced be 
to keep his Bed. Giſippus, for ſome days together, came JA 
often to ſee him, but at laſt, finding that he grew very 

bad, was ſo extremely troubled and concerned, that he a 
would not ſtir from his Bed-fide. He endeavoured all MW W 
he could to comfort him, and earneſtly preſſed him to 
tell him what made him ſo melancholy and dejected, M ?? 
and what was the occaſion of his ſickneſs. Titus makes WM ?* 
a great many frivolous excuſes, but avoids telling him F 
the true reaſon ; which Giſippus perceiving, urged him H. 
more importunately, which forced abundance of Sighs G 
and Tears from him, and then he delivers himſelf in r 
this manner, My dear Giſippus, death would be the 
moſt welcome thing to me in the World, if it were but G4 
the pleaſure of Heaven. Fortune has reduced me toa | 


very cruel extremity, to make a tryal of my Con- Pp 
ſtancy and Vertue ; and to my great grief, I find, that I m 
they are not able to ſtand the Teſt. I have nothing to 7 


comfort me, but the hopes that Death will TOY 
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&liver. me from the unſupportable remembrance of my 
Treachery and Pufillanimity. I ought not to conceal 
any thing from you, dear Friend, but I cannot without 
the greateſt Confuſion imaginable tell you, that after 
you carried me to ſee Sopbronia, I preſently had a great 
| conflict in my ſelf; Love contended with Duty and 
Friendſhip, and notwithſtanding all the ſuccours Rea- 
{on could bring in, Love got the day. The contenti- 
ons of the Soul are more fatal to a Man of Senſe than 
the moſt bloody Batcels. In Juſtice I muſt condemn 
my {elf} The recolle&ian of the ingratitude and bale. 
neſs of my Action is ſo intolerable to me, that though 
I am ſenſible it will coſt me my life, 1 ſhould yay 
gladly embrace it to free me out of this inſupportable 
miſery, If I were only to lay down my own life, ſays 
Ciſippus, for to fave yours, I ſhould not deſire any time 
to conſider of the matter; but in regard Sophronia is the 
perlon in diſpute, it will deſerve (ome mature delibera- 
tion. Pray, ſays Titus, do not offer in the leaſt ro deli- 
berate about any thing. I did not diſcover my Cale to 
you, to expect any comfort or redreſs ; but only to tell 
you that I can dye contented, in regard it is for the two 
Perſons that I love the moſt in the whole World. Al- 
though you have ſo much goodneſs and generoſity to 
endeavour my Cure, I know very well it is not in your 
power. All the Favour I beg of you, and which is all 
you are capable of doing for me, is to permit me, poor 
unfortunate Wretch, to dye contentedly, which I ſhall 
do, when I find it will contribute any thing to your 
Happineſs; but ic would infinitely augment my mi- 
ſery, if I ſhould imagine that I ſhould colt you the leaſt 
melancholy Reflection. G//ippzs could nat forbear to 


ſider that the only way to recover him would coſt him 
ſo very dear; but yet, after ſome ſerious thoughts, he 


more than his Miſtreſs, and ſays, dear Tits, if you 
pere not fo very ill, as I ſee you are, I coald not for- 
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weep to ſee his Friend ſo dejected, or perhaps, co con- 
was of opinion that he ought to value his Friends life 
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bear being very angry with you. I never in my whole 
life kept a Secret from you, and now you have con. f 
cCealed your Paſſion from me, which is a manifeſt yio. | 


lation of our friendſhip. It will not be ſufficient to 
ſay, that becauſe your Paſſion was not juſt and honeſt, 


you durſt nor declare it to me. Friends ought to com- 


municate to each other the bad as well as the good; 
and as they obſerve the generous Actions of each other 


with pleaſure and ſatisfaction, ſo they ought to endea- 


vour to eradicate what ever is repugnant to Honour 
and Vertue. I do not in the leaſt wonder if you love 


Sopbronia; I ſhould much more admire if ſuch a nice 
obſerver of Vertue and Beauty, as you are, ſhould not. 


The Paſſion which you have for her is therefore juſt 
and reaſonable; and whereas you complain of Fortune 
for deſigning her for my Wife, this which you eſteem 
ſo great a misfortune, is the greateſt happineſs that could 


befal you. If the Gods had beſtowed her on ary o- 


ther beſides my ſelf, you might have been without 


hopes of ever enjoying her; but you may expect o- 


ther things from me, if you do but believe me to be 
as much your Friend as I really am. I never had any 


"thing in my whole life, but was yours as much as 


my own, ſo that if my Marriage with Sophronia had 


been gone ſo far that I could not have relinquiſhe it, 


I ſhould have uſed you in that Affair as I have con- 


ſtantly done in all others; but matters are not ſo but 


I can ſurrender her to you, which I now tell you [ 
am reſolved to do. You put but a ſmall value upon 


my Friendſhip, if in a thing that I can honourably 
do; you think I will not ſacrifice my own Intereſt to 


your Service. Indeed I am contracted to Sophronia, 


and I intirely love her, but in regard your Pafhon ex- 
' ceeds mine, as being a better Judge of her great me- 


rit, you may ſecurely depend thac I will ſurrender up 


all my intereſt in her to you. Shake off then this de- 
pending melancholy which waſts and conſumes you 
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o; be couragious and brisk, that you may recover a- 
gain, and be ſatisfied that you ſhall redeiye the joyful 
recompence, that I cannot without being ſordid re- 
fuſe, to make as a return to the moſt generous friend- 
ſip that ever was berwixt Men. This Diſcourſe put 
| 7;z#s into a new Conſternation, and when he began to 
be all Rapture ac the agreeable hopes of enjoying his 
fir Miſtreſs, che conſideration of the greatneſs of his 
Friends generoſity filled him with Confuſion ; and 
reaſon obliged him to own that the greater the Pre- 
ſent that Gi//ppms made him was; the more he was 
obliged not to accept of it. Tears flowed from his Eyes 
in ſuch abundance, that he could hardly utter theſe 
few words, your unparallePd Generoſity, Gifppus, 
loudly tells me my Duty. The ſame Friendſhip which 
you ſay obliges you to make me this offer, I am ſure 
more ſtrongly obliges me to refuſe it. The Gods are 
wile, and they would never have deſtined Sophrenia 
for yours, if they had not known how far your merit 


is ſuperior to mine. Long may you live happy in en- 


pying her, and leave me to my Deſtiny, to conſume 
and pine away in Sighs and Tears. If by chance I 
ſhould recover, it will the more redound to my Honor 
and Reputation; and if I ſhall dye under the weight of 
my misfortunes, there will be an end of all my Troubles. 
If Friendſhip, ſays Giſippus, may impower a Man to uſe 
compulſion ; give me Leave, dear Friend, to make uſe 
of it upon this occaſion, and let me oblige you to accept 
of the Preſent that I moſt willingly make you. Pray let 


me prevail upon you, Sepbronia is yours, and only yours; 


I know very well the power of Love, and that it has 
deſtroyed and undone many a brave Man. I ſee that 
your caſe is very deplorable, and I have very little hopes 
left of your recovery. When you are dead I ſhall not 
ſurvive you long; ſo if I love you only on a Principle 
of Intereſt, I ought to tender your life for the preſer- 
ration of my own. Your-Paflion for Sopbronis is too 
great to be able ever to fix your Affections on . o- 
a ther; 
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250 Boccace? Novels. 
ther; and I find that I am capable of parting wi 

her, and loving elſewhere ; by which means . — 
both ſtill live happily and contented. I muſt needs 
confeſs it would be too hard a task {or me, if Women 
were as ſcarce as true Friends; but in regard 1 may 


ſoon find another Miſtreſs, though perhaps never ſuch W 


a true Friend again, I would much rather part with her 
than loſe you. If therefore you bear me the ſame love 


as I have for you, make no ſcruple, but accept of So. 


phrozia as a reward due to the greatneſs of your Paſſion. 
Although Titas was very much aſhamed to conſent; yet 


the importunities of his love, and the earneſt ſolicitati. 


ons of this Friend at laſt prevailed againſt all his Re. 
{6lutions, and in a manner which plainly demonſtrated 
the Anguiſh and Perplexity he laboured under, he an- 
ſwered, My Dear Gi/ippzs, if I comply with your de- 
fices, and accept of what you ſay you fo heartily wiſh, 
x is with the greateſt reluctancy; but your Generoſity 
is ſo great, that I ſhould be accounted the moſt un- 
worthy Wretch alive, if I ſhould continue obſtinate. I 


hall always have ſuch a grateful remembrance of theſe 


great and generous Acts of Friendſhip, that I ſhall 
not only acknowledge thoſe eternal obligations that 
vou have laid upon me to love you above all mankind 
beſides; but alſo beyond my own life. Yau have had 
more pity and compaſſion for me, than I have had for 
my own ſelf; and my only deſire is that the Gods 
would prolong my life, only till 1 ſhall be able to con- 


vince you that I am ſenſible 5 8 lars Obligations 


the unparalleld Favours you have beſtowed on me, la 
upon me, though I ſhall never be able to make the 


leaſt compenſation. Nothing remained now but to find 


an Expedient to accompliſh their Deſign. G1/ippee pro- 


poled. one, which was very well approved of. Sophro- 


nia, ſays he, is ſo firmly Contracted to me, that if ! 


ſhould openly refuſe to have her, 1 ſhould, Without 


doubt, make an eternal Fewd between her Relatians 
aud mine. But 1 thould be very nulling.co endufe al 
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th gs, if I thought it a ſecure way to make you Maſter 
ay Wl of her; but I rather fear that her Friends will take it ſo 
ds very ill, that they will preſently diſpoſe of her to ſome- 
n body elſe, and in the concluſion we ſhall only find that 
ay I have loft her, and you are never the better for it. 
| Therefore I think it more adviſeable that I pretend to 
er WM carry on matters as I have begun. I will Marry her, 
ye keep the Wedding-day, bring her home to my own 
0* WH Houſe, and then we will contrive it fo that yol ſhall 
n. Bed her at night, as if ſhe were your own Wife. Then, 
when we find a fit opportunity, we will declare the 

matter publickly, and if her Friends and Relations 

ſhall be content with what is done, ſo much the better; 

buc if otherwiſe, let them help themſelves how they 

can. When Titus was pretty well again, Giſippas Mar- 

ries Sophronia, and keeps a very noble and ſplendid 

Wedding. After the Ladies had put the Bride to Bed, 

they all withdrew, and Titus's Chamber being next to 

that of Gi/ippzes, upon account of their intimate Friend- 

ſhip, contrived with a ſecret paſſage from the one to 

the other; Giſippus puts out all the lights, and goes 

ſoftly to his Friends Chamber, and bids him goto Bed 

to the Bride. Tita being very much aſhamed to be 

thus out-done in Generoſity, at firſt made ſome ſcruple 

of it; but Gi/ipps whoſe Soul was all made up of noble 

Frienaſhip, without-the leaſt Allay, foon prevailed up- 

on him. When Titas was got into Bed to her, he em- 

braced her, and ſpeaking very ſoftly, askt her if ſhe 

were willing to be his Wife. The Lady all the while 

taking him for Gi/appne, lays preſently, yes. I am very 
willing to be your Husband, ſays Tita, and then takes 
aRing of very great value, and puts upon her Finger. 
Thus was the Marriage compleatly conſummated, ſhe 
never knowing but it was G:/ipprs himſelf, This con- 
tinuing thus for ſome time, Titas's Father dies, and he 
received Letters from Rome, which informed him that it 
| 7% abſolutely neceſfary for him to haſten thither, to 
look after his Affairs. The occaſion being very urgent, 
a a 
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he reſolv'd to make all poſſible Haſt, and take Sophro. WM pat 
nia along with him, but this he neither could, nor MI 0; 
ought to do, without firſt openly declaring how mar. Wl der 
ters ſtood. Gifipps and he both thought ic adviſeable, Ml fo 
firſt to acquaint her with it. She would not be perſuades Ml G6 
to give the leaſt credit to what they ſaid ; but at laſt be 

'Tit#s convinced her by fo many ſecret Proofs, that it nf 
put her into an extraordinary Amazement and Con- Ml the 
fuſion. She vented her Paſſion by Tears for ſome con- fer 
fiderable time, and reproached G/ippms for the baſe a. Wl per 
buſe he put upon her; and then went to her Father Ml «cc 
and Mother, and told them the whole Story. All her you 
Relations were ſoon informed of the trick that was put MW (ha 
upon her, which provoke them all extremely. Gi. wi; 
pus's Relations were alſo very angry. Hard words pa. cret 
ſed on both ſides, and Giſippus bore the blame of all. S0. 

' phronis's Relations thinking themſelves che moſt injured, 
were therefore the molt clamorous, and ſaid that Gi. 
fppms was not only very much to blame, but deſerved 
to be ſeverely puniſhed for what he had done. Gp: 
_ pas juſtified himſelf, alledging that Sopbronias Friends, 
inftead of blaming him, ought to thank him for being 
the occaſion of marrying her to a far more deſerving 
Perſon than himſelf. When Titas ſaw how things went, 
he was very much troubled, but at laſt conſidering the 
humour of the Greeks, which is to make a mighty ſtir 
and noiſe, when they meet with little or no oppoſition; 
and on the contrary, Men of baſe and abje& Spirits, 
when they meet with the leaſt reſiſtance; he reſolved 
at the ſame time to ſhow both the Courage of a Roman, 
and the Wit of an Athenian, and deſiring both Gi/p- 
pa, and Sophronia's Relations to meet him in one of 
their Temples, he addreſſes himſelf to them after this 
manner. It is the opinion of ſome Philoſophers, that 
we Mortals do nothing but what was preordained 
by the immortal Gods; from whence they conclude, 
that whatſoever we do is only the effect of a fatal Ne- 
ceſſity. Others determine it only to things already 
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paſſed. Now if we ſeriouſly conſider either of theſe 
Opinions, it will evidently appear that they who con- 
demn any Action that is done, or cannot be prevented 


from being done, do pretend to be more wife than the 
Gods themſelves, whom all Men ought to believe to 


| be infallible. What Folly, What preſumption, What 


raſh madneſs is this, to pretend to abrogate the Acts of 
the immortal Gods themſelves ? And yet you your 
ſelves, Gentlemen, are theſe very raſh preſumptuous 
Perſons, if what is reported of you be true, that you 
exclaim againſt my Marriage with Sopbronia, whom 
you thought was Married to G;/ippm, never conſidering 


that the immortal Gods had deſtined her to be my 


Wife. But omitting to dive into the myſterious Se- 
crets of Providence, whoſe methods are impoſſible to 
be underſtood, I will confine my Diſcourſe to ſuch 


things as are cognizable by human Reaſon. I ſhall be 


here obliged to do two things very much contrary to 
my own natural Temper and Inclination; to ſpeak in my 
own praiſe, and cenſure others; but in regard the nature 


| of the thing doth command it of me, and my whole 


deſign being only to evince the truth, I ſhall proceed. 
Your complaints are rather the effect of Rage than 
Reaſon, You are continually reproaching and up- 
braiding Giſippas, becauſe he generoully parted with her 
to me, whom you deſigned for his Wife. This Action 
deſerves the higheſt commendation for ſeveral Keaſons. 
1, Becauſe herein he hath performed a moſt noble act 
of Friendſhip. 2. He acted more wiſely than you 
your ſelves did. I ſhall not at preſent examine what 
Duties and Obligations Friendſhip lays upon us ; bue 
content my ſelf in telling you that the Bonds of Friend- 
fhip are generally more ſtrong than thoſe of Kindred. 
We chooſe our Friends our ſelves, but we cannot 
chooſe our Kindred, but receive them from the hand 
of blind Fortune. Be not ſurprized if Giſippus, being 
my dear Friend, hath eſteemed my life above your 
good will or word, But farther, Gi/ppm hath acted 
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more wiſely than you your ſelves did. You gave 85 
pbronia to Gifippms, a young Man and a Philoſopher ; 
and he hath beſtowed her on a young Man, and as 


good a Philoſopher as himſelf. You: gave her to an 


Athenian, and he to a Roman. You gave her to 2 
Gentleman of a very good Family ; he hath given her 
to a Gentleman of a more noble Deſcent. You gave 
her to a rich Man; he hath given her to one far richer 
than himſelf. You gave her to one that did not in 


the leaſt affect her; he has diſpoſed of her to one that 


loves her more than his own life. He indeed is an 4. 


tjbenian, and Iam a Roman, but I hope there's no Perſon 


here dares pretend to ſet theſe two Cities in comp 3ti- 
tion. Rome is an independent free City; Athens is 
tributary. Rome 1s the Miſtreſs of the whole World: 


Athens it (elf is under her Juriſdiction. Rome is juſt] 


celebrated for Arms, extenſion of Empire, and all 


ſorts of genteel Learning; whereas Athens is re- 


markable for a little Philoſophy only. You perhaps 
ſeeing me a Student here in an indifferent Equipage, 
may imagine that I am of a mean obſcure Family: 
but let me inform you that 1 have many Houſes and 
publick Places, adorned with the Statues of my An- 
ceſtors; and if you conſult our Annals you'll find that 
the Quintii often received the honour of Triumph; 
Age it ſelf hath not been able to deface the glory of 
our Family; it is ſtill very famor's, and more Celebrated 
now than ever. I forbear to mention my Eſtate; be- 


ing of opinion that the antient Romans generous con- 


tempt of Wealch was their greateſt riches. But if you 
are of a quite contrary Opinion, and put fo great a 
value on the Goods of Fortune, give me leave to tell 


you, that I am rich without Ambition or Avarice. I | 


know very well, that G:{ſippas being your fellow Citi- 
zen, you made choice of him, thereby to add more In- 
tereſt to your Party, he being capable of doing you 
Service; but cannot I do as much for you at Rome, as 
Giſippus can do here ? Why ſhould you not believe, that 
you ſhall find me a hearty and zealous Friend, a ON 
| | | C08 
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etor, ready upon all occaſions to do you both public 


and private Service? Upon all theſe conſiderations I 
may juſtly conclude that Giſippus hath acted more wiſely 
than you. Thus Sephronia is well married, it being to 


| Tins Quintus Fulvius, of an antient and noble Family, 


1 rich Citizen of Rome, and Friend to Giſippus; and 
therefore thoſe that think ill of it, neither think agree- 


able to Reaſon, nor conſider what they do. You will 


fy, perhaps, if Titus had married Sophronia after the 
9 manner, we ſhould have nothing to object, but 
to obtain her thus fraudulently without her Relations 
knowledge, we think we have juſt reaſon to complain 
of this. To this the anſwer is very obvious. How many 
tarious Examples have we of this kind? Do not 
Daughters often Marry againſt their Parents conſent 2 
some go into forein Countries with their Gallants; 
ind many never diſcover their Marriage at all, till 
their great Bellies, or lying in ſhew it. There is no- 
thing like this in Sophronia's caſe. Giſippus hath given 


her to me honourably, and according to form. But if 
you object that ſhe was diſpoſed of by one that had no 


ght to do it. Does not Fortune every day make uſe 
of new means to attend her ends? What ſignifies it if 
| have my buſineſs accompliſhed, whether a Cobler or 
Philoſopher effected it? If I find the Cobler indiſcreet 
in his management, he ſhall have nothing more to do 
for me, but ſtill in Juſtice I am obliged to thank him 
him when he has done me real Service. Giſippus has 
married Sopbronia well, and what ſignifies it how he 
did it 2 If you queſtion his Prudence, for the future, let 
him have no more of your Daughters to diſpoſe of, 
but pray thank him for providing ſo well for one. I 
did not Marry Sophronia clandeitinely, out of any 


diſhonourable intent to bring a Scandal on your Honour, 


a5 you inſinuate. I was charmed by her Beauty and 
Vertue, and fearing leſt I ſhould meet with a denial 


if I did proceed in the uſual way, I made uſe of this 


innocent Artifice © accompliſh my Delign, 9 
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what I did was with her own conſent: ſhe muſt needs 
own, that when I wedded her with my Ring, ſhe ſaid 
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ſhe was willing to be my Wife. I confeſs that ſhe took 
me for Giſippus; but that was her own fault, not to 
ask who I was. This, Gentlemen, is the mighty Crime 
that you accuſe Giſippus and me of; and for this tis 
that you ofcen threaten to ſacrifice him. Could you 
do more if he had married Sopbronia to a Villain or a 
Slave? But now I muſt inform you, that my Father is 


dead, which obliges me to return to Rome very ſpeedi- 


ly; and intending to take Sopbronia along with me, I 


thought fit to acquaint you with it, and what elſe] | 


have ſaid, I ſhoyld not have done but upon this occa- 
ſion. If you are wiſe and diſcreet, you'll reſt ſatisfied 
with what is paſſed; for if I had intended to have im- 
poſed upon you, and abuſed Sopbronia, I could eaſily 


have left her behind me, and retired to Rome; but a 


Roman of my Deſcent and Family is not capable of en- 
tertaining the leaſt thought of ſo baſe and jgnoble an 
Action. Sopbronia is mine by the will of the Gods, 
by the Laws of Men, by the Generoſity of my Friend 
by the innocent Artifice wherewith my Cove inſpire 

me; and you, who pretend to be wiſer than all other 
Men, nay even than the Gods themſelves, conteſt this 
my indiſputable Title to her. You offer me a twofold 
Injury and Injuſtice, which I highly reſent. You de- 


| tain Sophronia from me, over whom you have no more 


power than what I pleaſe to give you; and you me- 
nace my dear Friend Giſippus, to whom you are infi- 


nitely obliged. Let me adviſe you as a Friend, to lay 


aſide all hatred and animoſity. I ſhall leave you very 
well ſatisfied and contented, and though I ſhall be ata 
great diſtance from you, yet I ſhall do you all the good 
Offices of a Relation and true Friend. But if you 
ſhall pretend to deal otherwiſe with me, I declare be- 
fore you all, that I will take Giſippus along with me, 


and if the Gods ſhall pleaſe to permit me to arrive ſake 


at Rome, I will take care to fetch Sephronia out of your 
| Hands, 
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Hands, and make you know by Experience how fa,. 
al it is to incur the juſt Reſentment of an injured 


Roman. 


Then Titus took Giſippus by the Hand, and went out 
ſhaking his Head, knitting his Brows, and ſhewing all 


the external ſigns of Rage and Indignation. Sophbronia's 


Relations having conſulted together, upon what Titus 
had ſaid, or perhaps being terrified by his Threats, 
thought it their beſt way to approve of what was done, 
and receive Titus into their Alliance; they were all of 


Opinion twas better to have Titus for their Kinſman 


in regard Giſippus had refuſed it) than to make him 
their Enemy. Then they went to him, and told him 
that they were very willing that Sepbronia ſhould be his 
Wife, and from thence forwards eſteemed him as their 
Kinſman, and Giſippus as their Friend, They embraced 
each other, and Sopbronia was ſent for, and delivered 
to Titus, She was wiſe enough to know how to make 
2 Vertue of Neceflity, and in a little time loved Titus as 
well as ſhe had done Gifippuss The new-married 
Couple, in a few days, ſet out for Rome, where they 
mere received with the greateſt demonſtrations of 
Honour. After Titus was gone, Giſippus had but very 
Ittle Reſpect ſhewed him at Atbens, but met with a 
great many rude Affronts, and at laſt they formed a 
Faction againſt him, which procured him, and all his, 
to be ſentenced to perpetual Baniſhment. As rich as 
he was before, he was now reduced to fo great Poverty 
that he was forced to beg, and in that condition goes 
to Rome, hoping his Friend Titus would remember him. 
At his arrival there he found that he was alive, and in 
great eſteem, ſo gets before his Houſe, and tarries till 
he came home. Giſippus was in fo miſerable a condi- 
tion, that he durſt not diſcover himſelf to his Friend, 
or ſpeak to him; but did all he could to make him 
take notice of him, being fully perſuaded, that if he 


did call him to mind, he would certainly ſend for him; 


but Tus went by and never minded him. Giſippus fan- 
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cying that he ſaw-him, but ſcorned to own him, went 
away overwhelmed with Sorrow and Reſentment, when 
he conſidered what he had formerly done for him. 
Night came on, and Gzfppus having eaten nothing all 


day, he ſaw an old ruined Houle, in a very obſcure 


unfrequented part of the City. Going to it he ſaw a 


kind of Vault, and went into it to ſpend the night there, 


After he had paſſed good part of it very uneafily ; x 
laſt he fell aſleep, notwithſtanding the badneſs of his 
Lodging. At break of day two Thieves, who had been 
robbing that night, came into the Vault, where G10; 
pus was, to divide the Spoil; but falling out about x, 
they fell to Blows, and one killed the other. He ch. 
ſerving this Accident, thought it would be a ſure way 
to ſhorten his days, and ſo put an end to his miſery, The 


Officers were informed of the Murder, came to the 


place, and finding Giſippus there ſeized him, and car- 
ried him away Piifoner. He preſently confeſſed the 
Crime, and ſaid that he was ſtruck with ſuch horror for 
what he had done, that he was net able to ſtir from 


the place where he did the Fact. Upon this Confeſſion 


Marca Varro, who was then Præter, condemned him 
to be Crucified, according to the Law in ſuch Cales, 
Titus, happening very fortunately to come into the Pre- 
rorium at that very time, looking very earneſtly on the 
Criminal, underſtanding what his Crime was, and 
preſently knowing it was his Friend Gi/ippus 5 was 
extremely ſurprized to ſee him there in ſuch a miſerable 
condition, and under ſuch diſmal Circumſtances. He 
did not long deliberate on the matter, but reſolved to 
fave his life let che event be what it would, and find 


| ing there was no other way left but by accuſing him- 


felt; he immediately ſaid, noble Prætor, releaſe the Pri- 


ſoner you have condemned, he is innocent, it is I that am 


guilty. I have provokt the Gods ſo much already, by com. 
mitting this Murder, that I now dare not let this inno- 
cent Perſon ſuffer the Puniſhment that is the juſt de. 
merit of my Crime. Varro was mightily bange 

3 + When 


NOEL 'xevil 
when he heard this, and would have heartily wiſhed it 
had not been fo publick. There was no Remedy now 
left, he could not hejp putting the Laws in Execution; 
he ſends for Gifippus to be brought back again, and ſays 
to him; how came you to be fo infatuared to confeſs 
your ſelf guilty of a Capital Crime which you never 
committed? You ſaid that you did this Murder, and 
here's another owns it himſelf, Giſippus looking about, 
aw Titus, and preſently imagined, that out of their 
antient friendſhip, he had accuſed himſelf to ſave him. 


He could not forbear to weep for joy to ſee that his 


Friend had not forgot him; and when he had reco- 
vered himſelf a little, he ſays, Noble Præter, it is I 


that am the Murderer, and Tuw''s Compaſſion comes 


too late to ſave my life. Then Titus told the Prater, 
that Gi/ippus was a Stranger, and found in the place, 
where the Murder was committed, without any Arms, 
Thas there was not the leaſt probability that he was 
guilty of it; but rather that the miſerable condition to 
which he was reduced, had made him deſire death, and 
ſo laid hold of this opportunity to pur an end at once 
both to his Life and Miſery ; and therefore demanded 
that Giſippus might be acquitted as innocent, and him- 
ſelf ſuffer the Puniſhmenc. The ſtrangeneſs, and un- 
heard of Novelty of a diſpute on a Subject of this nature 
ſtruck all the Audience with am2zement, and made 
the Prætor begin to think that they were both inno- 
cent; and as he was conſidering how he might honour- 
ably acquit them, a young Man, whoſe name was 
Publius Ambuſtus, who was accounted a very great Vil- 
lain, and a moſt notorious Thief, who was che very 
Perſon that did the Murder, being toucht with great 
Compunction and Remorſe, to fee theſe two Men 
contending which ſhould dye for each other, ſtood up 
and ſaid, My Conſcience conſtrains me to do Inno- 
cence Juſtice. I only am the Criminal, and theſg 
two Men are intirely guicleſs. It was J killed that ve- 
/ Man that was found dead this Morning, I ſaw that 


8 2 poor 


=o 


259 


260 Boccace's Novels. 


Poor Man there aſleep, whilſt I divided the Booty 
with my Comrade that I killed afterwards. As for 77. 
tus there's no need to ſay any thing in his Defence, his 
own Reputation 1s a ſufficient Apology for him, 1 
therefore humbly beſeech you to diſcharge them, and 
paſs the Sentence on me, that my Crime juſtly de- 
ſerves. Octavius Ceſar hearing of this extraordina 
Accident, was defirous to examine them all himſelf, to 
know what was the reaſon why they were fo willing 
to ſuffer death. When each had declared his particu- 
lar reaſon ; Ceſer was ſo extremely pleaſed, that he 
preſently diſmiſſed the two Innocents, and pardoned 
the Malefactor upon their account. Titus took Gi/ppus 
home with him, and after he had modeſtly, and after 
a friendly manner, chid him for repoſing ſo little truſt 
in him, embraced him, and gave him a thouſand wel- 
comes; then he brought him to Sophronia, who re- 
ceived him with as much joy as if he had been her own 
Brother. Titus gave him half of all his Eſtate, and 
married him to his Siſter Fulvia. Giſippus ſpent the 
remainder of his days in Rome, and lived very happily 
with his Wife, his Friend, and Sopbrenis. 
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{ Saladine, diſguiſing bimſelf like a Merchant, is honoar- 
ably entertained by Meſſer Torello, who, entring bim- 
ſelf into the Cruſade, allowed his Wife a certain time, 
in which ſhe might Marry, in caſe he was either killed 
or taken Priſoner. Torello was taken, and carried to 
to the Soldan, who made bim bis Faulconer. At laſt 
the Soldan remembring him, was very kind to him. 
The time which Torello had given his Wife to Mar- 
ry in, being almoſt expired, the Soldan had him tran- 
ſported into Pavia in one night, with a deſigns to be at 
bis Wife's Wedding, who knew bim, and went back 


full of tranſports of Foy. | ö 


N the time of the Emperour Frederick the Firſt, the 
Chriſtians made a general Cruſade for regaining 
the Holy Land. Saladine, a Prince of great Prudence 
and Valour, was then Soldan of Alexandra, who having 
intelligence of it, reſölved to be his own Spy, and to 
ſee himſelf what preparations the Chriſtians made, that 
he might be the better able to provide againſt them. 
To this end he ſettled his Affairs at home, and pre- 
tending to go a Pilgrimage, hs dreſſes himſelf like a 
Merchant, and taking only two of his Nobles, and 
three Servants, ſet forward on his Journey. After hz 
had ſeen ſeveral Countries, he carne into Lombardy, in- 
tending to paſs the Mountains, and as he was travelling 
from Milan to Pavia, about evening he met a Gentle- 
man of that City, whoſe name was Torello d' Itria, 
Who had a great train of Servants, with Dogs and 
Hawks, going to divert himſelf lame days at his Coun- 
try-Houſe in Hunting and Hawking. As ſoon as To- 
rello ſaw them, he 1magined they were Strangers of 


lome conſiderable Quality, and reſolved to Treat them 
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with the utmoſt civility» Saladine asks one of his Ser. | 
vants, how far it was to Pavia, and if it were poſſible 
for them to reach thither before the Gates were ſhut up, 
Torello himſelf anſwered that they could not. Then 
ſays Saladine, pray Sir, do us the favour to tell us where 
we may meet with the beſt Entertainment, for we are al. 
together ſtrangers in this Country, With all my heart ſays 
Torello. I will ſend one of my Men along with you,to x 
ace where you ſhall have very good Accommodations, 
He calls one of his Servants, whom he knew to be a 
diſcreet Perſon, and gave him parcicular inſtructions 
what to do, and bid him Conduct them to his Houls, 
whilſt he went home a nearer way. He orders as 
{ſplendid a Supper to be got ready as the ſhortneſs of the 
time would allow, and then goes to the Door to wait 
for their coming. The Servant carries them the far: 
theſt way about, and after he had derained them as long 
he could, he brings them juſt to his Maſters door be- 
fore they perceived the Houſe. Torello ſeeing them, 
went to meet them, and ſmiling (aid, Gentlemen, you 
are moſt heartily welcome. Saladine ſoon perceived this 
genteel contrivance of Torello, and after ſome compli- 
ments paſſed told him, If it were poſſible to com- 
plain of Civility, we mould have reaſon, Sir, now to blame 


to have an opportunity to do ùs that henour, 
which we ſhall never be able to Merit. You have | 


10 much of the Air and Deportment of Gentlemen, 
ſays Torello, that you deſerve infinitely more than 1 
can pretend to accommodate you with. But you would 
have found ſuch very indifferent Entertainment out of 


here than have gone on further. Then Torello carries 
them to their Chambers, which were made ready for 
them; they drank ſeveral glaſſes of Wine before ſup- 
: great deal of pleaſant and diverting 
Converſation, till they were told Supper was juſt upon 
the Table. It would bs uaneceffary to tell you that 

Pexlans 
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perſons of their Quality could ſpeak ſeveral Languages; 
Jet it ſuffice to tell yon, they ſpoke Latin very elegant- 
ly and fluently, fo that boch Parties underſtood one 
another readily and exactly. The Strangets were ex- 
rnemely well pleaſed with Torello, and thought him the 
moſt generous and accompliſhed Gentleman that they 
8 erer law, and Torello by their Mien and Grandeur of De- 
| portment, lookt upon his Gueſts to be. Perſons of excra- 
ordinary Note. What troubled him was, that he could not 
entertain them better, and had none of his Friends about 
hm, to keep them Company, but he deſigned to make 
amends for both the next day at Dinner. Therefore 
next Morning he ſent a Servant to Pavia with in- 
ſtructions to his Wife. After Supper he ſhewed them 
his Houſe and Gardens, and in a very modeſt and 
Complailant way, deſired to know who they were. 
Saladine himſelf anſwered, Sir, we are Cypru Mer- 
chants, and are going to Pars to ſettle our Affairs there. 
Would to God, ſays Toreflo, our Gentlemen here were 
but comparable to you Cypras Merchants; ſo think- 
ing they might be weary, he waited on them to their 
ſeveral Chambers. All this while Torells's Wife, who 
was very predent and diſcreet, and a Woman of 
a very great Soul, according to her Husband's directions, 
made all the neceſſary preparations for a Pompous and 
Magnificent Entertainment, hung all the Rooms with 
very curious Tapeſtry, furniſned them with all ſorts 
of rich Goods, and invited thoſe of the beſt Quality 
in the City, to Dinner. Next Morning when the 
Cyprians wete up, Torello takes Horſe along with them, 
and thews them ſome Diverſion with his Hawks. Sa- 
ladine being very deſirous to be at Pavia, askt if there 
was body any that would go and ſhew them the beſt Inn 
there. Torello told him he would wait on them, being 
obliged to go thither himſelf. Saladize not doubting 
but that he went thither purely on the account of Bu- 
fineſs, told him, he ſhould be very glad of ſuch extraor- 
dinary good Company. They rode on together, and 
thinking that Torello would ſhaw them the belt Inn, 
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he carries them directly to his own Houſe. All choſe 


of the beſt Quality in Pavia, were there ready to re- 


ceive them. Saladine perceiving how things were, 
ſaid, Sir, this is not what we deſired of you, you were 
too obliging to us laſt Night, pray let me deſire you 
to permit us to go on our Journey. Torello replies, 
Gentlemen, that I had the honour of your good Com- 
pany laſt night, is intirely owing to my good For. 
tune; you were benighted on the Road, and Neceſſi. 
ty obliged you to take up with my ſmall Cottage: 
but to day I hope I ſhall be indebted to you only, I 
am ſure theſe Gentlemen will think themſelves high- 
ly obliged to you, if you will be pleaſed to do them 
the Favour to Dine with them. The Cyprians being 
overcome by his generous Importunity, diſmounted 
and went along with him. He conducted them into 


Chambers adorned with all ſorts of ſtately and mag: 


nificent Furniture; where after they had repoſed 
themſelves for ſome time, and put off their Riding- 
cloths, and put on others more light and eaſie, he 


Carried them into the Hall, where the Tables were ready 
foread. All things were very ſplendid, agreeable and 


orderly, the Emperour himſelf never ſaw any thing 
more Pompous and Magnificent, Aſter Dinner every 
one withdrew, and Torello being lefe alone with his 
Gueſts, he ſhewed them what was moſt dear and va- 


luable to him, his Wife; who was a Beautiful, Pio- 


er, fine ſhaped Lady. She came very richly Dreſt, 
#5 her two little Sons, that appeared hke An- 


gels, and very modeſtly and genteelly ſaluted them. 


They all roſe up and received her with great difference 
and reſpect, ſet her down between them, and praiſed 


her two Children very much. After ſome diſcourſe 


had paſſed, and her Husband being gone out, in 4 
modeſt and graceful way, which was peguliar to her, 


ſhe asked them, from whence they came. They gave 


her the anſwer as they had done before to her Hus. 
hand. Then ſays ſhe ſmiling, truly, Gentlemen, I 1900 d 
Tis e e 
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ght; therefore let me deſire you to accept of a ſmall 
prelent. Women are not capable to give any thing 
of value, but be pleaſed to have reſpect to my Good- 


Will, more than the Quality of the Preſent. Whilſt 
he was thus talking, a Servant brings in fix rich 


LL Gowns, two for cach of them, ſuch as the greateſt Lord 


might- be ſeen to wear, and ſeveral other coſtly _ 
pray, Gentlemen, ſays ſhe,be pleaſed to accept of thele, 
they are ſuch indifferent things as my Husband wears. 
| know you Merchants love to be very neat and gen- 


rel, and you are now a great way from your Wives/ 


The Cyprians were extraordinarily ſurprized at her 
great Generoſity, and by the richneſs of theſe Preſents, 
were afraid they were diſcovered, Then lays one of 
them, Madam, theſe Preſents are too valuable for us 
to receive, but in regard you lay your Commands upon 


us, we dare not be ſo rude as to refuſe them. Her Hus- 
band coming in, ſhe takes her leave of them, and 


goes and gives every one of their Servants ſoma- 


thing ſutable to their Stations. Torello prevailed up- 
on them to ſpend the reſt of the day with him, ſo 
they put on their new preſented Cloths, and went on 


Horſe back to ſee the City, and came back and were 
nobled entertained at ſupper. Next morning, being 
reſolved to go on their Journney, Torello provided freſh 
Horſes for them and their Servants. As they rode 


| along, Saladine ſaid to his Companions, that he never 


law nor heard of a more accompliſhed and generous 


Perſon in all his life than Torello was; and if Chriſtian. 


Kings were ſuch Kings as he was a Gentleman, they 
ſhould not be able to withſtand one of them, much 
leſs all thofe that were preparing to march againſt him. 
Torello and ſeveral of his Friends waited on them ſome 
miles out of Town, and Saledine took his leave of 
him with a Heart deeply ſenſible of his generous Hoſ- 
pitality. At parting Torello ſaid, Gentlemen, I do 


| not know who you are, nor do I deſire, in regard 


you hays a mind to conceal your ſelves, but you ſhall 


never 
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never make me believe that you are Merchants, S, 


ſays Saladine, ſuppoſe upon our return we ſhew you 


what Goods we deal in, will thae ſatisfie you ? Prom 
that time Saladine could never forget Torello, but would 
be often ſpeaking both of him and his Wife, and ear. 
neſtly with'd that the War to which he was going, would 
afford him a favonrable opportunity to requite theſe 
extraordinary Civilites. After he had travelled over 


all the Weſt with almoſt incredible hazard, he return. 
ed by Sea to Alexandria, where he arrived juſt time 


enough to put himſelf at the Head of bis Forces, to 
prevent the inſults of the Chriſtians. Whilſt Torch 
was guefliag in vain who theſe Strangers ſhould be, 
the Crulade advanced conſiderably, and the Troops 
began to march, and Torelv, notwithſtanding all his 
Wife's Tears and Entreaties, was reſolved to go him- 


felf in this Expedition. His Equipage being ready, 


and the day of his departure fix'd, he ſays to his Wik, 
whom he loved with the greateſt tenderneſs, My 
Honour and the Good of my Soul oblige me to en- 


gage in this hazardous Expedition; and as it is uncer- 


rain whether I ſhall ever come back again or not, I 
only beg of you that you would not Marry again, 
under a Year, a Month, and a Day, to be reckoned 
from the day of my going away from hence; un- 


leſs you receive certain intelligence of my Death. 
My Dear, ſays ihe, I do not know whether I ſhall be 


able to ſupport my ſelf up, under the loſs of your Com: 
pany; but if I do ſurvive, you many reſt aſſured that 


Iwill punctuilly obey your Commands, and that your 


Memory ſhall be always precious to me. Madam, ſays he, 


I am ſatisfied: of the true Affection you have for me; 
but you are beautiful, well deſcended, and your Ver- 
tues are unive-ſally known, that upon the leaſt Re- 


port of my death, you will have a great many that 


- Will court you; And your Brothes and Relations will 


make ule of the opportunity, and preſs you ſo 1mpor: 


tunately, that you will not be able to withſtand them: 


which 


N 0/8 L NCIX wor 
chich is the only Reaſon why Iſet you ſuch a pre- 
ge time. She made him a very ſolemn Promile, 
mbraced him a thouſand times, and taking a Ring 
| her Finger, put it upon his, and bid him remember 
her whenever he lookt upon it. He embarke at 
BGmuz, and had ſo good a Paſſige, that in a few days 


I e arrived at Aera, where he joined the main Body 
ver ef the Cbriſtian Army, which then was very brisk and 
mn. Micalchful : but not long after a contagious Diſtemper 
me aged amongſt them, which {wept away one half, and 
to Ie reſt either periſni d through want, or were taken 
„ nſoners by Saladine, without a Blow being ſtruck. 


be. Trelo was amongft the number of the laſt, and car- 
id co Alexandria. Knowing no body there and be- 
biz Ing afraid to make himſelf known, he told them that 
he was a Faulconer, and indeed he underſtood the 
dy, ordering of Hawks extraordinarily well. The Soldan 
ile, being acquainted with it who a had great many Hawks, 
My made him his Faulconer. Torelo did not remember 
on. che Soldan nor did the Soldan know him, but Pavia 
er. vas always in his thoughts and he made ſeveral at- 
I emęss to make his Eſcape thicher, but they were all to 
no purpoſe. The Genone{s having ſent Ambaſſadors 
\od Mo the Soldan, to treat about the Ranſom of ſome 
un. Priſofters of Note, and they being ready to return, 


ich. Tirelo wrote to his Wife, to inform her how matters 


be ſtood with him, affuring her that he would ſee her as 
im Von as poſſibly he could, and defired that ſhe would 
hat ſtay till his arrival. He gave this Letter to one of the 
dur Ambaſſadors who was his particular acquaintance, and 
be, earneitly deſired him to deliver it ſafe into the Hands 
12; of the Abbot of San Pietro who was his Uncle. Whilſt 
er- Torello was under theſe Circumſtances, one day when 
ge- Saladine was talking with him about his Hawks, it 
hat happened that he ſmiled and made ſuch a motion with 
vill bis Mouth, as Saladine had obſerved and remembred du- 
or: ing his ſmall with him ſtay at Pavia. He then began to 
m: think of Torelo and looking upon him more ſtediaſtly, he 


preſently 


_"_”. 
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preſently knew it was he. What Country. man are 
you, Chriftien, lays Saladine to him, for ſo he always 
called him? I amof the Weſt, ſays he, born in Log. 
bardy in a City called Pavia, of mean Parentage 
This anſwer did convince him that he was the Man 
he thought him to be, and was very glad to have ſo 
happy an opportunity to ſhew his Gratitude for Torello; 
former generous Civility to him. The Soldan ſaid no 
more to him, but orders all his Cloths to be put in or- 
der together in one Room, and carries Torello thither. 
Cbriſtiau, ſays he, ſee if you can remember any thing 
there that you have ſeen before. Torello preſently 


ſaw the two Gowns that his Wife had formerly given 


Saladine; but fearing leſt he might be miſtaken, hg 
was at a Plunge what to ſay. At laſt he told him that 
he knew nothing at all that was there; but I muſt 
needs own that once I had two ſuch Gowns as thoſe, 
but I gave them and four more ſuch to three forein 
Merchants that were once at my Houſe. Saladine 
could not contain himſelf any longer, but falling about 


his Neck, ſaid, You are Torello of 1fria, and | am one] 


of the three Merchants, to whom your Wife gave 
theſe Gowns. Now Sir, I can ſhew you what Mer- 
| Chandize I deal in. This pleaſing ſurprize cauſed Joy 
and Confuſion in Torells both together. Joy that he 
had once entertained ſo great a Perſon, and Confuſion 
that he was not able to entertain the Soldan, as became 
fo great a Prince. Since it has pleaſed God, ſays Sa- 
ladine, to let me ſee you again, I will reſign all my S0. 
vereign power into your Hands, or at leaſt you hall 
divide it with me. I can do no leſs for you conſidei- 
ing what you have done for m2 formerly. After a 


bundance of reciprocal Careſſes, the Soldan orders 


Torello to be habited in the Royal robes, and made all 
the great Lords in his Court pay their Compliments to 
him. He told them very great things of his Genero- 
ſity and Greatneſs of Soul, commanding them all, un- 
der pain of his high Diſpleaſure, to ſhew hin he 15 
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zeſpect as they did himſelf. He received all the Honour 
hat the moſt ambitious Soul could wiſh for; and the 


wo Lords who were along with the Soldan and had 
deen Eye · witneſſes of his noble Spirit, had a moſt par- 


I ticular Veneration and ReſpeR for him. This Promo- 
non was a great Conſolation to Torells in his captivity, 


but he was the more eaſie, becauſe he believed that his 
Uncle had received his Letter. When Saladine gave 
that fatal defeat to the Chriſtian Army, there was a 
Gentleman of Province in the Camp, whoſe name was 
Tarello de Dignes, who died and was buried there. Now 
Trello D' Iſtria being ſo famous throughout the Army, 
for his great Deſcent and extraordinary Valour, the o- 
ther being little taken notice of, the ſimilitude of names 
made them take one for the other. So that when it 


t was Torello d Itria; and he being taken Priſoner 
preſently after confirmed the miſtake. Several 1tali- 
an upon their return affirmed that they not only ſaw 
him dead, but alſo were at his Funeral. This News 
was very afflicting to his Wife, his Relations, nay in- 
deed to all that knew him. His Wife took on ſo for 
ſome months together, that it would almoſt make ones 
Heart bleed to ſee her. But as no Sorrows continue 
always, ſo Time, which is the beſt comforter, did that by 
degrees. which every body before had attempted in 
yain. Scarce had ſhe dried her Eyes before Applica- 
tions were made to her from the greateſt Perſons in 
all Lombardy. All the arguments her Relations could uſe 
to perſwade her to marry, for a long time, had no effect 
upon her; but · at laſt their importunity prevail'd upon 
her, or perhaps her own natural inclination prompted 
her; ſo ſne promiſed them to marry a young Gentleman 
ofgreat Merit, provided they would let her accomplith 
the time ſhe had ſo faithfully promiſed her Husband ſhe 
would obſerve. Whilſt theſe things were tranſacting 


at Pavia, Torello chanced to meet a Gentleman at 


Alexandria, who went abroad with the Genoveſs Am- 
FE. balladuts; 


mas reported that Torello was dead, every one thought 
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baſſadors; he ſent for him and askt him whether they 
had a good Voyage or no, and when the Ambaſſadors 
arrived at Genoua. Ah! Sir! ſays he, we had a moſt 
unfortunate Voyage; I left the Ambaſſadors at Can. 
dia and ſtaid ſome time there; they proceeded in their 


Voyage, and I underſtand that their Ship was caſt a- 


way upon the Coaſt of Barbary. They were every Soul 
of them loſt, and I had two Brothers amongſt them, 
Theſe particulars confirmed the relation to Torelli, 
and he remembring that the time in which he had li. 
mited his Wife was very near expired, and finding 
his Letter had miſcarried, he preſently fancied that 
his Wife was married again; fo fell into ſuch a deep 
Melancholy, that he could neither Bat nor Drink, but 
was forced to keep his Bed, and defired rather to die 
than live. Sa ladiue, who loved him tenderly, was very 
much troubled at 1*, and went very often to ſee him, 


and would not let him reſt till he told him the cauſe of 


his Melancholy and Sickneſs. He blamed him very 
much for not telling him of it before, bur for his 
comfort, ſaid, that he would certainly get him convey- 
ed to Pavia before the time limited was expired; and 
told him how. Torello, who repoſed very great confi- 
dence in the Soldan, who aſſured him the thing was 
very poſſible, and that he had often experimented it, 
began co be a little better and earneſtly beg'd of the 
Soldan to loſe no time. He had a Necromancer in his 
Court ar that time, whoſe Abilities he had often 
made Tryal of. He ſent for him, and askt him if 
he could not convey Torello to Pavia upon a Bed, in 
one Night. He told him he could, but for better con- 
venience he muſt caſt him into a Sleep. They did not 
inſiſt upon the manner, ſo things were done. After 
he had given neceſſary orders, he comes to Torello and 


asks him if he were poſitively determined to be at Pavia 


at the time perfixed. When he had his anſwer, he lays, 
Lou know Torello that l love you too well, to take it 
ill or hinder you from enjoying ſuch a Wife as you!s 5 


—— 


[ſhould have a very bad opinion of you, if you ſhould 
not love one whoſe Merit is beyond the reach of Flat- 
ery. I ſhould have thought my ſelf very happy to 
have ended my days with you, and that you would 
have participated with me in the Honours of my So- 


ereignty. 1 am very ſorry that I did not know your 


mind ſooner, for if I had, I would have ſent you 


home with an Equipage ſutable to your Merit; but 


in regard time will not now permit it, you ſhall be 
there according to your deſire. Great Sir, ſays To- 
rele, I have received too many inſtances of your ex- 
traordinary Generoſity, to queſtion the great kind- 
neſs you have for me; I only beg that I may be gone 
25 ſoon as poſſible, to morrow being the very laſt 
day that I have any hopes left. The Soldan order'd a 


very rich Bed to be made, adorned with abundance of 


Pearls and Precious ſtones, and compleatly fitted with 
all neceſſaries, eſpecially a Counter point which was 
eſteemed a Maſter piece for the richneſs and delicacy 
of the Work. Torello who was pretty well recovered, 
lay upon this Bed in a Sarazen Robe of a very great 


value, which the Soldan preſented him with. When 


it began to be night, Saladine took the Chief of his 
Court and went to ſee him. At his firſt coming in he 
lars, Torello you and I are going now to part. I cans 
not go along with you, therefore I am come to take 
my leave of you, and to deſire you above all things, 
never to forget me. I hope when you have ſettled 
your Affairs at Pavia you will return hither again; 
for the pleaſure of enjoying your company again will 
make me ſome kind of amends for the ſorrow I now 
undergo at your ſudden departure. 


forced Tears from Jorello, who aſlured him that he 
would never forget his great favours, and that if God 
preſerved his Life he would punctually obey his Com- 
mands. In the interim comes in à Phyfician with 
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For Gods ſake, 
ſays he, write to me as often as you have any opportu- 
| nity. Thus tender and obliging carriage of the Soldas 
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baſſadors; he ſent for him and askt him whether they 
had a good Voyage or no, and when the Ambaſſadorzl 


arrived at Genua. Ah! Sir! ſays he, we had a moſt 
unfortunate Voyage; I left the Ambaſſadors at Can. 


dia and ſtaid ſome time there; they proceeded in their 


Voyage, and I underſtand that their Ship was caſt g. 
way upon the Coaſt of Barbary. They were every Soul 
of them loſt, and I had two Brothers amongſt them. 
Theſe particulars confirmed the relation to Torels, 
and he remembi ing that the time in which he had li. 
mited his Wife was very near expired, and finding 


his Letter had miſcarried, he preſently fancied that] 


his Wife was married again; fo fell into ſuch a deep 
Melancholy, that he could neither Eat nor Drink, but 
was forced to keep his Bed, and defired rather to die 


than live. Sa ladiue, who loved him tenderly, was very | 
much troubled at 1*, and went very often to ſee him, | 


and would not let him reſt till he told him the cauſe of 
his Melancholy and Sickneſs. He blamed him very 


much for not telling him of it before, bur for his 


comfort, ſaid, that he would certainly get him convey- 
ed to Pavia before the time limited was expired; and 


told him how. Torello, who repoſed very great confi | 
dence in the Soldan, who aſſured him the thing was 


very poilible, and that he had often experimented it, 


began to be a little better and earneſtly beg'd of the | 


Soldan to loſe no time. He had a Necromancer in his 


Court ar that time, whoſe Abilities he had often 


made Tryal of. He ſent for him, and askt him if 
he could not convey Torello to Pavia upon a Bed, in 
one Night. He told him he could, but for better con- 
venience he muſt caſt him into a Sleep. They did not 


inſiſt upon the manner, ſo things were done. After 


he had given neceſſary orders, he comes to Torello and 
asks him if he were poſitively determined to be at avis 


at the time per fixed. When he had his anſwer, he ſays, 


You know Torello that | love you too well, to take it 
ill or hinder you from enjoying ſuch a Wife as youfs N 


— 
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| ſhould have a very bad opinion of you, if you ſhould 
not love one whoſe Merit is beyond the reach of Flat- 
ery. I ſhould have thought my ſelf very happy to 


have ended my days with: you, and that you would 
have participated with me in the Honours of my So- 


| rereignty- 1 am very ſorry that I did not know your 


mind ſooner, for if I had, I would have fent you 
home with an Equipage ſutable to your Merit; but 
in regard time will not now permit it, you ſhall be 
there according to your deſire. Great Sir, ſays To- 
felo, I have received too many inſtances of your ex- 
traordinary Generoſity, to queſtion the great kind- 
neſs you have for me; I only beg that I may be gone 
25 ſoon as poſlible, to morrow being the very laſt 
day that I have any hopes left. The Soldan order'd a 


very rich Bed to be made, adorned with abundance of , 


Pearls and Precious ſtones, and compleatly fitted with 


all neceſſaries, eſpecially a Counter point which was 


eſteemed a Maſter piece for the richneſs and delicacy 
of the Work. Torello who was pretty well recovered, 


lay upon this Bed in a Sarazen Robe of a very great 


value, which the Soldan preſented him with, When 
it began to be night, Saladine took the Chief of his 
Court and went to fee him. At his firſt coming in he 
lavs, Torello you and J are going now to part. I can» 
not go along with you, theretore I am come to take 
my leave of you, and to defire you above all things, 
never to forget me. I hope when you have ſettled 
your Affairs at Pavia you will return hither again; 
for the pleaſure of enjoying your company again will 
make me ſome kind of amends for the ſorrow TI now 
undergo at your ſudden departure. For Gods ſake, 


ſays he, write to me as often as you have any opportu- 


nity. Thus tender and obliging carriage of the Soldan 


forced Tears from Torello, WhO allured him that he 


would never forget his great favours, and that if God 
preſerved his Life he would punctually obey his Com- 
mands. In the interim comes in a Phylician with 
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a ſomniferous Potion ; Torels drank it up preſently and 


immediately began to fall aſleep, ſo Saladine and the 


reſt took their leave of him. Before the Soldan went 


out of the Room, he laid a Crown of great value up. 
on the Bed, which by ſome marks that were upon it, 
ſhewed that it was a Preſent to Torellos Lady. Then | 
he put a Ring upon his Finger, in which was ſet a 
Carbuncle of very great value, and of an excellent 
Luſtre. On the other {ide of the Crown he put a 
little Box full of Pearls and Precious ſtones, two great 
Baſons of Gold full of double Ducats, befides ſeveral 
ſtrings of Pearl, Rings, Girdles ; and many other rich 
and valuable things too tedious to enumerate. The 
Necromancer received his laſt orders and the Bed and 
Torello on it immediately difippeared; and they were 
both conveyed into the Church of Sax Pietro in Pa. 


Via, according as he had deſired, with all the Fur- 


niture and Riches ſpoken of before. When theyrung 
to Mattins, Torello was ſtill alleep, and the Sacriffan com 
ing with his light into the Church, ſeeing ſuch a ſtate 
Iy magnificent Bed juſt on a ſudden, was terribly fright: 
ned, and ran to tell the Abbot and the Monks. When 


they ſaw him in ſuch a Conſternation, they as kt him 
what was the matter with bim. He told them, but 


they took him to be out of his Wits; but for ſurther 
ſatisfaction they light Torches and go into the Church 
all in a Body. As ſoon as the Abbot and Monks were 
in the Church, they ſaw this fine rich Bed, and a Man 
aſleep upon it. But as they were gazing upon the Precious 


ſtones and admiring its coſtlineſs at a diſtance, Torelli 


wakes and fetches a great Sigh. Then they all ran away, 
and every one believing himſelf a loſt Man, fell to ſaying 
his Prayers and counting his Beads. During this time 
Torello was quite awake, and looking round about him, he 
remembred the Bed upon which he was, and was veiy 
well pleaſed with his Expedition. Then he ſets up on 
the Bed, and examining every thing that was about 
him, he found that Saladines Magnificence was great 


er than ever he could have imagined it to be. The 
Abba 


him. The Bridegroom = word that he ſhould be 


Abbot and his Monks being extremely frightned run 
ſome one way ſome another, fancying what was next 
them to be the door. Torello ſeeing them in this great 
Conſternation endeavoured to compoſe them, but 
ke had never done it, if he had not thought of calling 


Ihe Abbot by his name, bidding him not be afraid, 


for he was. his Nephew Torello. The Abbot who verily 
believed him to be dead, was in a greater confuſion at 
this than at the firſt 5 but hearing him continue call 
ing, Uncle be not afraid, I am Torello and am not dead 
2 you imagine. Then the Abbot ſummoning his 
Reaſon, began to recover ſome ſmall courage, and 
having made a great many Signs of the Croſs, goes 
nearer by little and little. Although Torello had a 
long Beard and was Dre after the Caraxen Faſhion, 
yet at laſt the Abbot knew him and ran and embraced 
him, ſaying, You need not wonder at our fear; we 
all thought you were dead. Nay every body beliey- 
ed it fo much, that your own Wife is contracted to 
another Man, and is to be married this very day. 


Toello enjoyn'd them all Secreſie, that they would 
not ſay any thing of his return till he had regulatec 


certain Affairs. He put all his riches into a ſecure 


place, and went into his Uncles Apartment and gave 


him an intire account of all his adventure; deſiring 


him to tell him who it was that was deſigned for his Suc- 


ceſſor. When the Abbot had told him, he ſaid that 


before the News of his coming was known in Town, 


he was very deſirous to fee how his Wife would de- 
port her ſelf at her new Eſpoulals, and entreated him 
to order things ſo, that he might go along with 
him. The Abbot anſwered, that it was not uſual for 
Religious men to be preſent at ſuch Solemnities, but 
yet to oblige him, he ſaid he would condeſcend for 
once: When it was day, the Abbot ſent to the Bride- 
groom, to tell him that if he thought fit he would 
come to his Wedding, and bring à Friend along with 


very 
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very glad ef the honour. Torells appeared at the Wed. 
ding in bis Serazi Habit; and every one admired 
it for its richneſs, but no body knew him. They askt 
the Abbot who he was, and he anſwered, that he was 
a Sarazen Lord that the So/dan had ſent on an Em- 
baſſy to France; This ſuppoſed Ambaſſador was ſer at 
the upper end, over againft his own Wife, who ſcem- 
ed not mightily pleaſed with her ſecond Wedding, 
She lookt upon him but did not know himin the leaſt; 
for beſides that his long Beard and ſtrange Habit had 
diſpuiſed him, ſhe verily believed that he was dead, 
Torello thinking it was time now to ſee whether his 
Wife knew bim or not, plucks off the Ring which 
ſhe had given him when he left her, and calling one 
of the Pages that waited, to him, bid him tell the 
Bride from him that it was the Cuſtom of his Coun- 
try; that when any ſtranger was at a Wedding, to ſhew 
that he is welcome the Bride always ſends him her 
on Cup full of Wine, who drinks what he pleaſes 
and ſends her the reſt back, who drinks it all up. The 
Page having delivered his Meſſage, ſhe ſent him to 
the Ambaſſador with her. Cup full of Wine. Torelo 
Teeing the Page coming puts the Ring into his Mouth, 
and in drinking: lets it dropt unto the Cup, without 
any Perſons perceiving it. He covered the Cup again, 
but left very little Wine in it, ſo ſent it to the Lady 
who drank all the reſt. She took the Ring and ſaid 
nothing, but having lookt upon it carefully, ſhe knew 
it was the very ſame that ſhe had given her Husband 
when he went away. Then ſhe lookt very earneſtly 
on him that went for the ſtranger, and knew him 
orgy well through all his diſguiſement, fo ran to 
im like as if ſhe had been out of her wits, crying out 
aloud, My dear Husband! My dear Husband ! and 
throwing her Arms about his neck, hung about him 
for a full hour together. Sa unexpected an accident 
was the occaſion both or Joy and Sorrow. Sorrow to the 
Bridegroom to ſee himſelf deprived of a fair * 
| | that 
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ch at he thought he was ſure of: and Joy to all the reſt 
0 


to lee a Perſon 


Much Merit as Torello was; whom 


every body believed to be dead. Theſe different Mo- 
tions cauſed a very great diſturbance, till Torello ap- 


| eaſed them, deſiring every one to keep their Seat. 


And for their Entertainments, he would give them 
2 full. account of all that happened to him, from his 
firſt leaving Pavia to his return. He concluded wich 
deſiring the deſignęd Bridegroom, not to take it ill if 
e took his own Wife home wich him again, fe that 

had not have been given to him, only on ſuppoſi- 
tion he was dead. The Bridegroom, although he was 
not very. well pleaſed. at his diſappointment, yet an- 


ſwered very honourably ; that 


ſhe was his own, and 


he might diſpoſe of her as he thought fit. The Bride 
returned the Crown and Rings, that ſhe had received 
from her new Spouſe ; ſhe put the Ring ſhe found in 


the Cup upon her Finger, and the Crown that Sa. 
ladine had ſent her upon her Head. Torello took his 
Wife, and invited all the Gueſt co his own Houſe. The 
whole City ran to welcomhim home, and his Preſence 
created an univerſal Joy. Part of his Jewels he gare 


to him that was to be the new-married Man, part to 
the Abbot and ſeveral others. He gave Saladine an 


account of his good Fortune, aſſuring him of his eter- 
nal Friendſhip, and kept a conſtant Correſpondence 
with him. He lived more contentedly and happy 
with his Wife now than ever before, being univerſally 
Generous and Hoſpicable, which made him beloved, 
honoured, and reſpected by all. Che . 
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The Marqueſs of Saluzzo bring prevailed pes, by the In- 
 portanity of 4 Suljecks to marry, Eſponſed « Shepher. 


deſi, and bad a Son and Daughter by ber whom be order. 
A Kad from ber, u bes Patience and e 


en. Afterwards be pretended to Divorce ber, and (end. 
© ing ber home to ber own Father again, made Frepara- 
tions as if be intended another Marriage. At laſt be- 
ing charmed with ber Patience and Reſignation, he mad: 
Ber compleat amends : be took ber bome again, ſhtwed 
ber all honour and refſpef, and loved and cheriſhed bir 


” * 


according to the Merit of ber Virtue. © 


FI Ualtieri,Marquels of Saluxæo, was one of the moſt 
II famous and illuſtrious Princes of that Family, 
le was endued with all excellent accompliſhments, 
both of Body and Mind. He was Young and very 
Handſome; and Nature had been deficient to him in 
nothing that could render a Prince dear and amiable to 
his Subjects. He was befides of a very hardy Confti- 
tution, Brave, Succeſsful, Valiant, and in one word 


Nature ſeemed to have deſigned him for glorious En- 


terprizes. And as he imployed all theſe admirable 
Endowments, only to render his Subjects happy; ſo. 
they thought nothing ſo dear to them, as the Ho- 


nour and welfare of their Prince. The great unhap- 
pineſs that he ſo often obſerved, to attend a marry d 
Life very much Prejudiced him againſt the fair 
Sex; and he was of opinion, that whatſoever ſeem- 
ed charming and agreeable in Women, was a meer 
Counterfeit and Diſguiſe, and upon that account he 
took up a Reſolution never co marry. The Affairs 
of State and Hunting divided Ins time; but his Sub- 
jets were continually preſſing him to marry and leave 


them 


Dieners 


/ _ 


ſary Conſequence inherit all his Vertues, or at leaſt 


the greateſt part of 'them. One day when a great Body 
| of them eame together to make their Addreſs to him, 


upon this account ; he told them that he took it as 
2 certain [Demonſtration of their ſincere Love and 
Affection for him; but withal aid , that be 
had a ſtrong Averſion to Marriage; which by others 
Experience, he found at beſt to be a very trouble- 


ſome Incumbrance. Then he gave them a Cha- 


rater of the Sex in general; partieularizes their 


Fault, and elegantly deſcribes their impetious and 


contradictory humour. I am fully ſatisfied ( ſays he) 
that tis impoſſible to be happy in a married State, 
becauſe he that takes 2 Wife, at the ſame time makes 


himſelf a Slave, ſhe will think chat ſhe has Right 


and Power to give Laws to you; but at beſt will ne- 
ver receive them from you. Nevertheleſs to ſatisfie 


you and make you happy and eaſie under me, I promiſe 


you that if I can find a Woman of ſuch Beauty, Com- 
plaiſance, Good humour, Patience and Submiflion as I 
expect and require, I will marry. That very day the 
Prince being a Hunting, and croſſing a very great 


Foreſt all alone, he met with a young Shepherdeſs a 


Spinnitig as ſhe lookt after her Sheep, whom he knew 
to be tho Daughter of a Neighbouring Country Man. 


This Maid, beſides the pleaſing agreeableneſs of 


Youth, was very Beautiful, her Eyes wete brisk and 


ſparkling, her Colour freſh and clear, which the 
mades had preſetved pure White, Tinctured with a 
faint bluſhing Vermihon, capable of charming all 


that ſaw her. This Prince was very ſenſibly concht, 
but much more when he diſconrſed with her. Then 
he found Nature embelliſhed with all her Graces and 
Perfetions; ſach à becoming ſweetneſs of Temper, 
ſuch an innocent Simplicity of mind, in ſhort all 
theſes good Qualnics, N before he thought = 


— 
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them ah Heir; as if they believed, that thoſe that 
Deſcended from fo great a Prinee, muſt 
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Sex incapable of. He poſitively 
| ſelf to marry her, and ſo giving over Hunting 


/ / | 


determined with-hiny 


returned. home. That very Evening he ſent for her 


Father, and askt him if he were willing to give him 


his Daughter in Marriage. The poor honeſt Man 
could not imagine but that the Prince Jeſted with him, 


and Rood fo ſtupified for ſome time, that he could 


make no anſwer. The Marqueſs not being ignorant 
of the Reaſon of his ſurprize, bid him take courage, 
aſſuring him that he ſpoke ſeriouſly and in earneſt. 


Then, ſays he, My Lord, my utmoſt Ambition always 
was only to ſerve and pleaſe you; my Daughter and 


L live very contentedly and happily upon our -Day- 
labour and the Milk of our Sheep, and if we have 
but little fo we deſire but little, and are very well 
ſatisſied and pleaſed with what we have. But, my 


Lord, if you are fincere in what you ſay, both ſhe, 


my ſelf and all that is ours is at your. pleaſure and diſ- 
poſal. The next day the Prince calls a Council, and 

ls them that being preſſed by the importunities of 
has People, he was at laſt reſolved. to condeſcend to 
their deſires, and to oblige them, he would marry; 
I have not made Choice of a forein Princeſs. (ſays he) 
I intend to marry one op of your own, Country, as 
many of my Anceſtors have done before me. [Now 


were all the Ladies about the Court in a ſtrange Con- 


ſternation, and as Women never want ambition, of 
2. good opinion of themſelves, every one of them was 


very impatient to ſee who the Prince's Election would 


fall upon, and every one endeayoureg to do their ut- 
moſt to ohlige him, and great Preparation was made 


| for the Wedding. When the day came, the Princg 


mounts his Horſe, attended by a numerous Train, with 


| the Shouts and Acclamations of a vaſt Concourſe of 
People, that came from all Parts to ſee the Ceremo- 


ny. When he came to the Village where Griſelda lived 


(for that was the Shepherdeſs's Name) he found her 


going to fetch ſome Water. The Prince askt ;be 
Boing ic iter n 


tf 


wh 
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| Honeſt Friend, I come according to my word to 


1 


/ 
2 


where her Father was. He is at home, my Lord, ſays 
ke, bluſhing with Shame and Confuſion. He goes 
to the Honſe, gets off his Horſe, commands that 
no body ſhould ſtir, and goes alone into the Coun- 
try-Man's Cottage, and as ſoon as he ſaw him, ſays: 


marry your Daughter Griſelda, and to let you ſee that 
Imeant what I ſaid unto you. Will you (ſays he to 
Criſella) accept of me for a Husband, and promiſe 
me that my Will ſhall be a Law unto you. With 
an humble and innocent Submiſſion, ſhe anſwered, yes 
my Lord; for if I were married to the very meaneſt 
Perſon in all this Village, I do think it was my duty 
to obey him in every thing, and uſe my beſt endea - 
yours to pleaſe him. What obligations then will lye 
upon me, when I ſhall have my Sovereign Prince for 
my Spouſe ? Then the Prince declared that he taok 


her for his Wife, and matters being thus to their mu- 


tual ſatisfaction, he ordered Griſelda to be Dreſſed, 
in thoſe rich and noble Cloths which he had provided 
for her, and ſo conducted her to his Palace, where the 
Wedding was ſolemnized with all imaginable Pomp 
and Grandeur. There are ſome happy Genius's that 
are proper and adapted for all things. When Griſelda 
had thrown off the Habit of a Shepherdeſs, ſhe ſeem- 
ed at the ſame time to have forgot the manners and 
deportment of one; and appeared ſo little concerned 
in her new State and Grandeur, as if it had been cuſto- 


mary and familiar to her, and ſhe had been born 


a Pringeſs. The whole Court admired: her delicate 
Air and noble Freedom; and the ſhewed ſo much 
modeſty and ſweetneſs of Temper to all about her; 
that they all thought themſelves happy in ſuch an ex 
cellent Princeſs. Thoſe that before blamed the ſar- 


queſs for his Choice, were the firſt nom that c 


mended him and admired his great judgment, that co 
diſcern ſuch admirable Merit under los 
The fame of her Wa pread itſel 


far and near, 
and 


exe 


reat obſcurity. 


nd all places reſounded of her Praiſes. Her Depore: 
ment towards the Prince himfelf, was ſo reſpeafu}, 
obſervant and prudent that he eſteemed himſelf the 
moſt happy Man in the World. She proves with 
Child, and in leſs than a Year was brought to Bed 


_. of a Daughter, to the univerſal Joy of the Court and 


Country. Although ſhe knew very well that it muſt 
be a great deal of trouble to ſockle a Child, and that 


Perſons in her Station never uſed to do it, yet ſhe e- 


ſteemed that niceneſs in them, as a ſort of Cruelty, 


and her Duty and tender Affection made her reſolre 


to nurſe it herſelf l r 

The mind of Man is very ſubject to alterations, 
and often times changes from one extreme to ano- 
ther. This Prince had all the Reaſon in the World 
to believe that he was the moſt happy Man living; 
and as he hated Eaſe and Luxury, and was a lover of 
the true antient Virtue; one would have thought that 
this conduct of his Spouſe, would have been very pleaſ. 
ing and obliging to him; nevertheleſs whether he was 


diſcontented and troubled that he had only a Daugb. 


ter,or whether he thought that the Princeſs that ſeemed 
ſo agreeable and amiable to him, might 'alfo be fo to 
another, or whether he all on a ſudden relapſed into 
his old Antipathy againſt the Sex in general, which 
his firſt Paſſion for the Princeſs had but ſtifled 
the excellency of her Vertue, he would give all the 
World a Demonſtration of that which he knew ſo 
perfectly well himſelf, but he made à cruel Reſolu- 
tion to uſe her with the utmoſt hardſhip and ſeverity. 
He began firſt to give her hard Language, and lookt 
upon her with a ſtern and angry Countenance; then he 
i *oached her with the baſeneſs of her Extract, and 
- z3&her that his Subjects were diſcontented that ſhe 


Nad only brought him a Daughter. All tiiis while the 


Leontinued of an even Temper, and very Subnuflive, 
Aying that ſhe knew very well ſhe was extremely ur 


_ 


for” a time, or whether being ſo much charmed with 


worthy 


rn 


bad not forgot her ſelf notwithſtanding her high 
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wörrhy of the Honour and Dignity to which ſhe' was 
pteferred; and that the Marqneſs might diſpoſe of her 
8 he thought fit, for the procurement of Ins Eaſe and 
the advancement of his Honour. The Maqueſs was 
yery glad at this anſwer, and to find that his Wife 


Elevation; yet for all this he was. deſirous to try her 
farther, and perſiſted ſtill in his ill Treatment, and a 
few days after comes and tells her, that his Subjects 
would not endure her Daughter, at the ſame time 
ove orders for its being taken from her, and by. what 
the Marqueſs faid, ſhe could not do otherwiſe than 
ſuppoſe that they defigned to murder her Child. Te 
is impoſſible to expreſs what Agonies of Grief ſhe was 
in, She wept, ſhe figh'd, but at laſt after ſhe had 
kiſſed it a thouſand times ſhe ſubmitted. The Marqueſs 


was pleaſed with this extraordinary Conſtancy of his 


. : - 


Wife, and ſent the Child to Bologus to be carefully 
brought up by one of his Relations, giving ſtri& or- 
ders that they ſhould not diſcover whoſe Child ic was. 
Some time afrer the Princeſs was with Child again, 
and to the Marquels's unſpeakable Joy, was brought 
to bed of a Son. Yet ſtill he was not ſatisfied, but 
reſolved to make farther Tryal of her Patience and 
Conſtancy, and grew more Sour and Churliſh” to her 
every day than other. One day he comes in a rage 
and ſays, Lam afraid of an univerſal Revolt amongſt 
my Subjects; ſince you lay in laſt, I can hear of no- 
thing bac Mutmurs and Diſcontents. They cannot 
endure to think of being Governed by the Grandſon 
of a Bor. Now I muſt either expoſe my ſelf tothe fu- 


Ty of a mutineering People, or ferve your Son as I have 
done your Daughter before, and turn you off into the 


bargain, . The Marchioneſs with an admirable Patience 
and ſtedfaſtnels anſwered, My Lord, never make your 
ſelf the leaſt uneaſie upon my account, it is a ſort of 
pleaſure to me to be any way ſobſervient co your Re- 
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Young-Princeſs, now. came and took away the You 
Prince allo, and carried him to his Siſter One can- 
not but imagine that this Tryal went very near to her: to 
take an innocent Infant out the Arms of a Mother 
naturally tender, is next to tearing out her very Heart 
itlelf. Still ſhe ſubmitted again as ſhe had done hefore. 
The Marqueſs was too well acquainted with the ten- 
der Affection his Wife had for her Children, to at- 
tribute her parting with them, to her indifference for 
them; on the contrary he knew it to be the effect of her 
obedience and ſubmiſſion, which he was well ſatisfied 
was the Principle of all her Actions; though his 
conduct ſeemed to ſhew the quite contrary, A few 
days after he comes and tells her that her Children were 
dead. This pierced the very Soul of her; but having 
obſerved before that the Marqueſs always put a falle 
Conſtruction upon her grief; ſhe preſently regained 
ber former Tranquillity, at leaſt ſhe did not diſcoxer 
| al concern by her Eyes or otherwiſe. It was gene- 
rally believed that the Marqueſs had cauſed the Children 


to be murdered, and every one exclaimed againſt this | 


| Barbarous Cruelty, and pitied the unfortungte Con- 

dition of the Princeſs. Although ſhe did ngt doubt 
but that her Children were dead, and was continually 
in the Company of Ladies, who were always acculing 


the Marqueſs of. Savage Inhumanity, her modeſty way 
ſo 9 that ſhe never let fall the 1 laint. 


All the misſortunes that befell her, could not at all dimi- 
niſh that true Affection ſhe had for her Husband ; yet this 
Prince's fantaſtical Humour was not yet ſatisfied; now 
he reſolves to attack her in her own Perſon, and in 3 
ching which he choughe the, would be molt ſenſibly 
touched. He tells amongſt his Courtiers, that he 


Jooke upon his marriage with e as an effect of 


the Heat and Folly of Youth, and therefore he would 
ſend to Rome for a Diſpenſation to be . Divorced from 


her and marry another. It was in vain to tell him of 
the injuſtice of this Progeędure, he ſeemed firm and 
reſolure, and contrary to his uſual way, alledged his 


wil 
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un ang Pleaſure inſtead of Reaſon. Griſelds having 
received inſormation of his Intentions, and plainly 


vreleeing that ſhe muſt return to keep Sh 


again, 
ind ſurrender a Husband that ſhe loved and cheri 


11 


ſo dearly, to another; theſe Conſiderations, at firſt, 
vere almoſt unſupportable to her, but at length ſum- 


moning Reaſon to her aſſiſtance, and conſidering, 
that having begun ſo well, it was pity ſhe ſhould 
not proceed, ſhe recovered ſo much Reſolution, as ta 
be able ro undergo this diſgrace wich the ſame Pati- 
ence and Conſtancy as ſhe had done her former mil- 
fortunes. Some time after the Marqueſs comes to her 
himſelf, and tells her the Pope had given him libert 

to be Diyorced from her, and to Marry a Lady ſacable 


to his own Quality, and ſo bid her go home to her. 
own Village again, and carry all the Fortune ſhe 


brought him, back with her. Whether Grije/ds had 
more Courage than ordinarily belongs to her Sex, ar 
whether exceſs of Grief hindered her from weeping, 
or whether ſhe had ſo great a command of her felt 
that ſhe could ſhew her Vertue in the greateſt ex- 
tremity, with uſual compoſedneſs of Countenance, 
and with dry Eyes ſhe anſwers, My Lord, I never 
was ſo vain, but that I always thought that the con- 
temptible meanneſs and obſcurity of my Birth, never 


deſerved that Honour and Dignity to which I am 


advanced, but that I intirely owe my Grandeur to 
your ſelf only. If, therefore, now you think it con- 


reryent. and - neceſiary ta reaſſume what your con- 


deſcending Goodneſs has beſtowed upon me, I am ob- 
liged in Duty humbly. co ſubmit, and ta return you 
my moſt grateful acknowledgement, that even for 
ome time you thought me worthy of it. My Lord, 
this is the Ring you gave me, I return it to you again, 
and as I brought you nothing, ſo in Juſtice I ought to 
carry nothing away with me. All the Favour I defice, 


Griſelds returned again to the Village in 
a; _ 


is that you'll pleaſe to ſend to my Father for my Cloaths. 
He did Nu 
| ; 5 $53 » 


less ſubject to Caſualties and Misfortunes. As ſoon «i 


2 Bodcaace, Novell 
a far differen Equipage chan that in which ſhe le; þ 
Now by ſad experience ſhe knew that the higheſt 


Honour is in the moſt ſlippery place; and though Cor- 
and Magnificent as Palaeg, 


yet they enjoy more Peace and Trenquillity ; and are 


Oriſelds was gone from Court, the Marqueſs told hi 
Council, that he intended to Marry the Daughter of 
the Count de Pagan, who was contracted to him al. 
ready. At the ſame time he ſent for Griſelda to come 
to him. When ſhe came, he told her his Bride would Min! 
be chere in a few days; and he would have her to re re 
deive her with all the Honour and Reſpect that is due I be 
to her illuſtrious Deſcent. I have ſent for you, fays ind 
he, to take care of this Affair, and to do what you 
think neceſſary: you know better than any body hoy 
Iwonld have things ordered. Let nothing be wanting 
upon this occaſion that may demonſtrate either the 
greatneſs of my Love, or the Grandeur of my Court. 
Provide all things that may contribute to the magnifi- 
cence of the Princeſs's Apartment: Do as if you were 
my own Wife {till ; invite all the Ladies you think fit, 
and entertain them as you judge convenient. Though 
this was as ſevere a Tryal as a tender Heart could poſ- WW and! 
fibly be expoſed to; yet ſhe preſentiy replied, that he Wl not e 
would execute his Orders with the utmoſt Expedition, W oviſh 
She goes into the Palace, and performs the Office of ha 
one of the meaneſt Servants: ſhe'cleans it her (elf, ſets 
All chings in order, directs ho matters ſhould be 
managed in the Kitchin, invites all the Ladies in the 
Country to the Wedding, and receives and entertains 
them in her Shepherdeſss Habit, with a fine, pleaſant, 
and free Air. During this time che Marqueſs wrote to 
his Relation to bring his two Children. The Son wat 
but little more than ſix years old, and the Daughter a 
bout twelve. She was already grown a very fine pro- 
per Lady, and it was hard to determine which ſhe moſt 
excelled in; the Beauty of her Bedy, or the excellent 
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tndowrnents of her Mind. He ſent orders that 
konld come with a very noble Retinue, and that they 
hould give out that this young Lady came to be mar- 
red to the Marqueſs of Saag. When the young 
I Princeſs arrived there, ſhe was admired by all that ſaw 
(fer; and the Ladies at Court being aſhamed that Fo- 
riners ſhould ſee them in the Company of a Peaſant, 


&fired the Prince either to give Griſelda ſame othe 
yet a greater Mortification for her to undergo, 2th 
thinking that ſhe had not ſacrificed enough Jo, he. 
gare her particular Orders to receive the new Princeſs, 
She told him that her only care was to obey his Will 


tinities that offered, to ſhew how great a deſire ſhe had 
to devote all that was near and dear unto her to his 
frvice. She performed her Office with as extraerdi- 
nary preſents of Mind, and great Judgment, as could 
be expected from the moſt nobly deſcended Princeſs; 


and being ſatisfied that it was not the effect of her In- 
ſenſibility; but on the contrary of her great Wiſdom 
and Prudence, began to feel a ſtrong regret, and could 
not endure to let her remain any longer in ſa much an- 
puiſh and affliction, as he really believed ſhe under wegt. 
What do you think, Griſelda (ſays the Marqueſs) of the 
Choice T have made? She ſeems to be a Lady worthy 
ſuch a great Prince as your ſelf, ſays Griſelda. The 
young Princeſs not being willing to hear her own Pang · 


ella liberty to go on. My Lord, Hays ſhe again, if 
ſhe be as wiſe as fhe is beautiful, which I do not in the. 
leaſt queſtion, you'll be the moſt happy Man in the 
World with her. But, my Lord, give me the leave to 
tell you, that as ſhe has been brought up in Pomp, 
Grandeur and Eaſe, you'll ſoon be the death of her, if 
fou ſerve her as you have done me. Neceſſity, * 


, 
b 
6 
J. 
f 
; 
: 
: 
$ 
, 
> 
; 


. 
EN. 


oaths, or to ſend her out o the way. But he by, | 


and Pleaſure, and that ſhe joyfully embraced all oppor- 


| The Prince being fully convinced, by all theſe Proofs, 
of her Patience, Goodneſs, and Grandeur of Soul; 


gyrick, retired ſomewhat backward, which gave Gri-/ 
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who never knew what Labour and Want were. The | 


really thought that he was a going to be married to 


who have thought me capricious, may know that 1 


ſuture, to oblige and pleaſure her, as it has been to 


the hardſhips of my Education have enured me to ct 
dure any thing. It will be quite otherwiſe with her, 


Prince heard her very attentively ; and finding that ſhe 


that young Lady, and yet retained her aceuſtomed 
Candour and Sweetneſs of Temper, made her fit down 
by him. Ie is now full time, ſays he, that you ſhould 
reap the Fruits of your long Patience; and that thoſe i 


ve done nothing but with a very good deſign, 1 
have endured many very uneaſie Moments for theſe 
Tryals of your Patience. The concluſion brings Ho- 
nour and Reputation to you, and Satisfaction to me. 
I do now with tlie greateſt Joy and Pleaſure receive 
that Wife into my Arms again, that I fo unworthily 
parted with before ; and there is nothing that is in my 
power to do, that ſhall be wanting to make ample Re- 
Paratien for the ill Treatment ſhe has received from 
me. It ſhall be as mach my ſtudy and cars, for the 


diſquiet and torment her; and if Poſterity fpeak of 
the Severity that I have uſed towards her; they ſhall 
from hence forward have much more reaſon to ſpeak 
of the Juſtice I have done to her tranſcendent Vertue 


Then turning to Griſelda, he ſaid, this young Lady that Y — 
| you believed I was going to Marry, is your own Daugh- 


ter, and this little Boy 1s her Brother, whom you and 


a great many others thought I had barbarouſſy mur- 
dered. Then he embraces her, and leads her to em- 


brace. her dear Children , eſpecially her Daughter, 
who heard all this with moſt inexpreſſible Joy. This 


| Princeſs; who had born all the rigorous Adverſities of 


Fortune with an even mind, could not ſo well contain 
herſelf under thoſe Extaſies of Joy which ſhe then fel. 
She ſhed a Flood of Tears, and was not able to ſpeak 
one word. All that were preſent were very pleaſing 


ſarprized at ſo unexpected an alteration, Every on! 
N ot appeare 
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| appeared with a new Countenance, and the Ladies con- 


ducing Griſelda to her Apartment, pluckt off her Rags, 
and dreſt her as became her State and Denly. After- 
wards there was nothing but Feaſting, Shows, and 
publick Rejoycing for many days together. Griſelda, 


who not long ago was thought by the Ladies at Court 
| to be a Shame and Scandal to them, was now eſteemed 


an Oracle amongſt them. Every one lookt on her 


8 with wonder and admiration, and thought that her Pa- 


tience and Submiſſion exceeded all Commendation. 
As itis very common to raiſe a Panegyrick out of the 
moſt conceited and fantaſtical Actions of Princes ; ſo 
from this capricious Conduct of the Marqueſs, wemay 
take occaſion to ſay this in his Praiſe; that Poſtericy 
is obliged to him for ſo. perfect a Pattern of Patience, 
which perhaps the World had never known but upon 
his account. The Marqueſs ſent for his Father-in-Law 
to Court, and allowed him a noble Penfion 3 and he 
and his Griſelda for ever after lived together, enjoyin 
all the Pleaſure and Felicity their utmoſt Ambition could 
wiſh or deſite. 7 EY, 
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the hardſhips of my Education have enured me to en- 


dure any thing. Je will be quite otherwiſe with her, 
who never knew what Labour and Want were. The 
Prince heard her very attentively ; and finding that ſhe 
really thought that he was a going to be married to 
that young Lady, and yet retained her accuſtomed 
Candour and Sweetneſs of Temper, made her fit down 
by him. It is now full time, ſays he, that you ſhould 
reap the Fruits of your long Patience; and that thoſe 
Who have thought me capricious, may know that ] 
ve done nothing but with a very good deſign, I 
have endured many very uneaſie Moments for theſe 
Tryals of your Patience. The concluſion brings Ho- 
nour and Reputation to you, and Satisfaction to me. 
I do now with the greateſt Joy and Pleaſure receive 
that Wife into my Arms 2gain, that I fo unworthily 
parted with before ; and there is nothing that is in my 
power to do, that ſhall be waniting to make ample Re- 
Paration for the ill Treatment ſhe has received from 
me. It ſhall be as much my ſtudy and care, for the 
future, to oblige and pleaſure her, as it has been to 
diſquiet and torment her; and if Poſterity ſpeak of 
the Severity that I have uſed towards her; they ſhall 
from hence forward have much more reaſon to ſpeak 
of the Juſtice I have done to her tranſcendent Vertue 
Then turning to Griſelda, he ſaid, this young Lady that 
you believed I was going to Marry, is your own Daugh- 
ter, and this little Boy is her Brother, whom you and 
a great many others thought I had barbarouſſy mur- 
dered. Then he embraces her, and leads her to em- 
brace. her dear Children, eſpecially her Daughter, 
who heard all this with moſt inexpreſſible Joy. This 
Princeſs; who had born all the rigorous Adverſities of 
Fortune with an even mind, could not fo well contain 
herſelf under thoſe Extaſies of Joy which ſhe then fel. 
She ſhed a Flood of Tears, and was not able to ſpeak 
one word. All that were preſent were very pleaſing! 
ſurprized at ſo unexpected an alteration, Every ho 
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appeared with a new Countenance, and the Ladies con- 


ducing Griſelda to her Apartment, pluckt off her Rags, 
and dreſt her as became her State and Dignity. After- 
wards there was nothing but Feaſting, Shows, and 


publick Rejoycing for many days together. Griſelda, 
who not long ago was thought by the Ladies at Court 


to be a Shame and Scandal to them, was now eſteemed 
an Oracle amongſt them. Every one lookt on her 


with wonder and admiration, and thought that her Pa- 


tience and Submiſſion exceeded all Commendation. 
As it is very common to raiſe a Panegyrick out of the 
moſt conceited and fantaſtical Actions of Princes; ſo 
from this capricious Conduct of the Marqueſs, we may 
take occaſion to ſay this in his Praiſe 5 that Poſtericy 
is obliged to him for ſo perſect a Pattern of Patience, 
which perhaps the World had never known but upon 
his account. The Marquels ſent for his Father-in-Law 
to Court, and allowed him a noble Penſion 3 and he 


| and his Griſelda for ever after lived together, enjoyin 


all the Pleaſure and Felicity their utmoſt Ambition cou 
wiſh or delice. 
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** Holy Bible, Lend. 1701, Imperial Paper Ruld 
with Viſheirs Cutts, Tur Gr. Bd. in 3 Vol. 


2 The Holy Bible, Idem, Bd. in 2 Vol. Rul'd. 
3 Several Biblesin Large fel. 

4 Bibles in 470. and 8v0, Turky, with Cutts. 

5 Common-Prayers and Bibies, 8vo, Oc. 

6 Alleſtry's Sermons, Large Pap. 

7 Annals of K. James and K. Charles I. Fol. 

8 Barrow's Works, 2 Vol. 


9 Blackmore on Job, Sc. Fol. G. B. 


10 Dr. Brady's Hiſt. of England, 3 Vol. Fel. 
11 -----Hift. of England, Large Pap. 3 Vol. 


12 Burnet's Hiſt. of the Reformation, 2 Vo! Fol. 


13 — 39 Articles, Fol. 


14 Burtca's Melancholy. 


15 Clarendon's Hiſt, of the Rebellion, 3 Vol. 
16 Colliers Dictionary, 3 Vol. Fol. 

17 Council of Trent, Fol. G. B. 

is Dyyden's Works, 4 Vol. Fol. | 

19 Echard's Eccleiiaſtical Hiſtory, Fol. 

20 Euſebius's Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory, Fol. 


21 Hammcnd's Works, 4 Vol. G. B. L. 


22 --—-0n the New Teſtament, Fel. Gt. 
23 Harris's Dictionary, Fol. 

24 Hebbe's Leviathan, Fel. 

25 Helicak's Dictionary, Fol. 

26 Howell's Hiſtory of the World, 3 Vol. 
27 LEſtrange's Joſephus, Fol. 

28 -—--Eſop Compl. Fel. 


29 Licks Human Underſtanding, Fol. 
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20 Mezeray's Hiſtory of France, Fol. 
21 Puffendorfs Law of Nature, Fol. 
32 Ruſhworth's Collections, 8 Vol. Fol. 


33 — Collections Large Paper. 8 Vol. 
34 Hrril's Hiſtory of England, 5 Vol. fol. 
-33 Bp. William's Life, by Bp. Hacket, \ fol. 


36 Dr. Williss Works, Engl. fol. 
37 Viſeman's Surgery. f 


33 Taylor's 
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28 Taylor's Life of Chriſt and Apoſtles, fol. 
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| & e Epiphany, 8vo. 


= 82 . —Morals 5 Vol. Turky. 
with 


—Poiemical Diſcourſes, fol. 

--Living and Dying, 8vo. 

--Diicourie of Repentance, 80. 

Liberty of Propheſying, 8vo. 

on the Sacrament, $8vo, 

--Contemplalions, vvo. 

Golden Grove, in 12mo. 

— Offices, in 12 mo. 

of Friendſhip, Sc. in I2mo. 

Tillotſons Sermons, fol. 

—Sermons, 8 vo. 14 Vol. | 

--Sermons, in 8 vo. pub:iſhed before his Death. 

—Rule of Faith, 

Wilkins of Prayer and Preaching. 

Real Character, .. 

—Sermons, 8 vo. 

Natural Religion, $90. 

Dr. Vitby on the New Teſtament, 2 Vol. fel. 

Biſhop Patricks Commentaries on Genefis, Exodus, 
Leviticus, Numbers, Sc. in 8 Vol. 4te. G. B. L. 

—Paraphrale on Job, 8». | 


 —Paraphraſe on the Pfalms, 2 Par. 800. 


--Paraphraſe on the Proverbs, 800. : 
--Paraphraſe on the Eccleſiaſtes, &c. 8g vo. 
--Chriftian Religion, 800. 

—Friendly Debate, berween a Conf. and Nonconf. 
--Witneſſes to Chriſtianity, 2 Par. $90. 

--Menſa Myſtica, 8 vo. 


Devout Chriſtian, in 12 mc. 
--Chriftian Sacrifice, in I 2mo. 
Hearts Eaſe, in 1 2 mo. 3 
Advice to a Friend, in 12 mc. F 
—Diſcoutſe of Prayer, 2 Par. in 12m. 3 
--Frequent Communion, in 120. 
Direction for, Young Minifters, in 1 2 
Search the Scriptures, in 12mo. 

Of Repentance, 1 2 mo. 

Help to Beginners, in 24. 

Dury of Man's Works, 4 Vol. Turky. 
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Plutarch's Lives, 5 Vol. Turky. 


ere Mentic 


many my No 


* 


N 
Fes 7 
8 


